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'Rowlandsville derives its name from the Rowland f'amily who have lived 

along the banks of the Octoraro Creek since their first purchase of a tract 

of' land called ttGlass House ~r in 1749. A nui11ber of' factors have contribu:bed 

to the economic, and community developm.en"t of the town. Grist and saw mills 

have operated on both the Octoraro Creek and its tributary Bason~s Run 

( B~eson's Run ) in the 18th Century along with the manufacture of iron in 

th th 
the very late 1 8 Century and most of' the 19 Century. Nineteenth Century 

continuation of grain processing remained under the name of Davis Christy 

arid Co. The McCUllough Iron Company continued the manufacture of iron in 

mid century after buying the property in 1 859. Ex:tensi ve remains of the 

factory attest to the importance this iron manufacturer played in boosting 

Rowlandsvi1le to more tJ:i..at a grist mill community. Like many industrihl 

complexes, mill housing was; ·constructed to house: ~ompany workers and their 

families. Three sturdy granite arid lf':ieldstone structures (CE-886) once 

housed iron company employees along the east bank of the Octoraro Creek. 

Residential and commercial structures were built on both sides.of 

the Octoraro Creek which are now comiected by a late 19th Century Pratt· 

Through Truss Bridge. steep hillsides restricted exteil.si ve town devel:opment 

but· did not contain construction~to .the relatively few fiat plots of ground. 

Frame structures with elevated and exposed basements compensated for the 

drastic change in slope. (CE~882~ Rowlandsville was also blessed with the 

pressence of a town railroad depot for the Phila. Balt. Central R.R. This 



asset \indoubtedly provided Rowlandsville the exposure it needed to remain 

vital through the 19th and early 20th Genturies. Morocto Paper Co. bought 

the iron mill complex in 1892 and produero roofing paper into the early 

20th Century, until the operation burned and left the structures, in ruin. 

Train~ no longer pass throµ.gh Rowlandsville and like many of' its kind, the 

2 

town is a quiet residential com.'llUility. Two elevated train bripges were 

built south of Rowlandsvi.lle to cros~ the Octoraro. ~e i'irst one -Was l:n}ilt 

--_ by-.A .and·_p Roberts Company at Pencoyd Iron Works in 1901 • ( CE-881 ) It is a single 

lane reinforced iron wall- bridge with supporting granite piers that_nms·.:through 

the mammo· .th reinforced concrete arches of the higher two la.TJ.e Penn Central 

Bridge (CE-B83). These two structures, although dramatically placed, do not 

bring commerce to Rowlandsville only over it. 
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