
CE-889 Gillespie House c. 1860 

The architecture of the 3rd quarter of the 19th Century is best 

:remembered bf the proliferation of revival and eclectic styles that 

echoed earlier traditions in design. {Gothic Revival, Romanesque, Colonial 

Revival, Egyptian Revival, etc.) More pervasive · , however, is the 

Gillespie House, a two story three bay center hall frame house with "Tn 

rear addition. Harking back to its 18th Century precedents, the ever 

fre>ert,f center hall house plan was extensively employed ill the mid to 

period rather than its elaborate contemporaries. 
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B DESCRIPTION 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Gillespie House c. 1850-1860 is a typical 2\ story 
frame I-House with a T addition to the north. ·· The main 
facade has a southern exposure and the main gable runs east/ 
west. 

The main block is a 3 bays across by one room deep. The 
rear addition is two bays across by one room deep. A single 
story half hip roof addition is found on the east end of the 
house and extends around the corner. Shed roof porch additions 
are located off the kitchen addition and the west side of the 
rear sec_tion. 

The entire structure rests on an uncoursed stone basement 
and is sheathed with narrow German siding. The structure is 
capped with a medium s~oped slate roof with interior end 
stretcher bond brick stove flues. 

The south facade is three bays across with the central 
bay as an entrance to the center hall plan. The 19th century 
door has a four light· transom and plain surrounds. The window 
sash in the main block is 2/2 with plain trim also. The boxed 
cornice has sloped soffits. The remaining details of the 
single bay shed roof front porch are the 19th century turned 
posts and corner brackets. The single story addition is similar 
but with a 6/6 sash window. 

- The west facade has 2 openings on each floor and two 
4 pane attic windows that flank the stove flue. The sash 
remain 2/2 even in the rear section. The eaves are e~tended. 
A small porch is located across the 2 bays on the.rear.section. 
It has a slate roof with Doric Columns. A single 2/2 
sash lights the second floor. 

The north and east _siO.es h~ve pasically the- same details. 

The interior was not open=, to view ,at the_ time of investiga­
tion. 

A rather dilapidated barn and wagon shed is located to the 
north of the house. A tenant house is directly east of the main 
house. It is two bays across by one bay deep and rests on a 
fieldstone foundation. The exterior is covered with weather­
boards and there is a medium sloped tin roof. The window sash 
is 6/6 with plain trim on the first floor and 6/3 on the second. 
A 4 panel 19th century door is located between the two bays. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



GILLESPIE HOUSE PAGE 2 

The interior has a winder stair on the south wall. The 
interior detailing is extremely plain. Remains of a fireplace 
can be seen on the north wall0 
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This house and the few outbuildings are good examples of 
a mid to late 19th century farm type. The house retains 
most of' its detail and therefore architectural character. 
The small tenant house is a building not usually found remain­
ing. The complex is another example of' the mid to late 19th 
century development of the area. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

IDFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME/ TITLE 

Paul B. Touart Historic Sites &1rveyor 
DATE ORGANIZATION 

Cecil County Committee 9/29/78 
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE 

Cecil County Courthouse 
CITY OR TOWN 

398-7568 
STATE . 

Elkton Marylana 

The Maryland Historic Sites Invehtory was' o'fficially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
( 301) 267-1438 
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