
McVey Property 
CE-916 
near Richardsmere 
private 

c. 1815-1825 

The McVey Property and its history of ownership raises various 

questions about e&rly 19th century settlement and division of larger 
q U.i'. ,+,·c:,., ~ 

tracts of land in the 8th Election District, especially ~ of land 

speculation and the movement of Pennsylvania farmers to the Conowingo 

area. This property, whh:h is part of "Bourn' s Forrest" was owned by 

numerous Cecil County residents until the 1820's. The last exchange 

between county residents was a sale where Nathaniel Lightner conveyed 

81 acres to Samuel Reynolds in 1820 for $3,645. (JS 17/239), which was 

a large sum for 81 acres and indicates a high probability that a stru;ture 

was standing on the tract. This is further substantiated by the fact 

that Samuel Reynolds split the tract in the following year by selling a 

fifty-one acre parcel to Susannah Harris, of Nathan Harris, West Nottingham 

for $600. (JS 1~31) The remaining twenty-nine acres went to. Issac Chambers 

of London Grove Townspip, Chester County for $1000. (JS 18/335) Since 

the owners before Issac cnamber~ including Susannah Harri~ were already 

Cecil County resiqents their need for small detached parcels of land for 

farming were much less than new immigrants from Pennsylvania. It is not 

completely evident as to who was responsible for the construction of the 

present two story two pay two room stuccoed fieldstone house, but with all 

facts considered the builqer was probably:Nathaniel Lightner who owned 

adjoining property along the Octoraro Creek. Architectural evidence supports 

this first quarter of the 19th century date with Federally influenced dining 

room mantel and early 19th century construction details. One of the most 

interesting features of tpis structure is its room arrangement, a two room 

~ 
deep house that is only one room wide, which is known as ~ dounle cell plan. 
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II DESCRIP110N 

CONDITION 

~CILLENT 

-GOOD 

_FAlll 

-DETEIUORAT£D 

-"UINS 

-UNEXl'OSED 

CHICK ONE 

-UNAL TIRED 

%..ALTERED 

CE-?16 
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l>-.OlllGfNAL SITE 
-MOWD DATE,._ __ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT ANO ORIGINAL (IF KNOWNI PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

I B Zt -18 '3tt 
The McVey - Derr House c. ~ is a stone structun 

located south of Route 1 and 1 mile east of Kilby Corner. 
The structure is located at the end of a long lane and on 
the south slope of a hill. The main facade used to face 
south with the primary gable running west. The present 
owners have changed the orientation around by adding a 
cpmpatible structure to the east of the early house. The 
main entrance is now located in the new section on the 
north side. The owners doubled the earlier living space 
of the original house. 

The early structure is a 2l story fieldstone structure, 
two bays across by two rooms deep. The entire house has 
been stuccoed. The slate roof is of medium to steep pitch 
and an interior end btmck chimney stack protrudes out of 
the west gable end. 

The south facade is tile bays across with an entrance 
in the eastern bay and a replaced sash window. There is 
a plan box cornice. 

The west gable end has two sash windows on the 
first and second floors. The eve is closed with a plain 

barge board. 

The north side has a single sash window on each floor. 

The interior has been somewhat altered with the 
removal of some of the prtition walls. Corner fireplaces 
remain in both rooms. The south room mantel is still in 
place. It has beaded pilasters that support a simple 
architrave. The frieze has one large central projecting 
block and two smaller blocks above the pilasters. 

The mantel shelf is supported by a series of stepped 
molding and the shelf projects slightly on the ends and at 
the intersection with the main block. The moldings below 
the shelf repeat the slight projection. The corner Ou.J',..011/l.b .,,., ••*•r has two paneled doors below and ~zed doorS 
above. There is a slight cornice. A chai il with a 
simple bead remains in this room. 

A 19th century barn with board and batten siding is 
located to the north and east of the house. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



II SIGNIFICANCE CE-?/(; 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE •• CHECK ANO JUSTIFY BELOW 

_ PREHISTOfllC -ARCHEOLOOY· ,.REHISTOAIC _COMMUNITY Pl.ANNING -LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE _ RELIGION 

- 1400-1419 -ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC _CONSERVATION _I.AW _ SCIENCE 

- 1500-1519 pGRICULTURE - ECONOMICS _LITERATURE _SCULPTURE 

_11()().1119 XARCHITECTURE -EDUCATION _ MILITARY _SOCIAVHUMANITARIAN 

-1700-1719 -ART ....ENGINEERING - MUSIC _THEATER 

~1800· 1119 _COMMERCE -EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT _PHILOSOl'HY _ TRANSPORTATION 

_ 1900. ....COMMUNICATIONS -'NDUSTRY _,.OLITICSIGOVERNMENT _OTHER tSPECIFYI 

_INVENTION 

SPECIFIC OATES BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

This house is fairly significant since it retains its 
basic form and some of originalpit.~J.!1 • The mantel is a 
nice example of a late Federal ~. Even though an 
extensive addition was attached to the east sid~the 19th 
century character has remained in that the new addition 
was added in such a way as to not damage the earlier 
appearance of the first building. 8'e- lwlaae ia ~ ..... 
.-ee1~-~~~aed"c-.-... t-.41te 
~. 'Jhe houseJlike the others related to it, is located on 
the southern slope of a small hill. Associated along with 

~ the house is a 19th century barn which serves the agricultural 
pursuits of this farm. The property does appear on the 
1877 map of Cecil County and the house was owned by &. B. McVey. 

/l~" l~o ... ,_ 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION_ 
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/ -

STATE 

STATE 
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CITY OR TOWN 

Rllst.11 

COUNT'r' 

CO'UNTY 

DATE 

90.2/78 
TELEPHONE 

398-7568 
ST4TE 

MarylanQ. 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 
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