CE-920 c. 1860-18790
New Bridge Schoolhouse
New Bridge
private

Robert A. Evans sold to the Cecil County school commissioners in Nov.
1860, "... all that property on the east side of public road leading
from Joseph T. Reynolds' mill to the old Octoraro Forge... for a schoolhouse
to be erected thereon for the use of the public school in the 6th election
district..."(WHR 4/38) The New Bridge schoolhouse was presumably built soon
after on a high fieldstone foundation. The rectangular frame was undoubtedly

raised to a higher level due to uncertain annual flooding of the nearhy

Octoraro.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

An abandoned schoolhouse c.1865 is located on the east side
of the Octorara Creek at a crossing called New Bridge. The
structure is now owned by the Boy Scouts and remains empty.

The building is rectangular with the main facade, a gable
end facing the creek. The first floor is elevated on an
uncoursed fieldstone foundation. The frame structure is 3 bays
scross by one large room deep. The building is sheathed with
novelty siding and covered with a tin roof. The main facade
has a double door main entrance with a louvered octagonal
ventilator overhead. The eaves are extended and left exposed.
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This is one of many schoolhouses remaining in the Conowingo
area. The basic exterior is intact with out many alterations,
however, the building is subject to vandalism due to its disuses

and relative isolation.
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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6TH DIST'RICT

Ne. 8 - The New Bridge school was in a secluded spot on
Horseshoe road off U. 8. 1 two miles north of lace's
Suilding Supnly store, and just beyond the bridgze on New
Bridge road ©o Hock Springs.

Lt 1s « well preserved frame building about 30' x 45°¢
with three shuttered windows on each side and a flight of
elght concrete steps to the front door, which faces the
Octoraro Creeck acroses the road.

The building was sold to G. C. Delp on April 12, 1938,
for 3451, and was standing vacant on June 8, 1970,

Still sits the school-house by the road,
A ragged bLegsar sleeplng;

Around it still the sumacs grow,

And blackberry vines are creeping.

Within, the master's desk is seen,
Deep scarred by raps official;

The warping floor, the battered seats,
The Jack knife's carved initial.
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