CE-968 Wirt-Gosnay Farm - C, 1850

The Wirt-Gosnay farmhouse provides a rare mingling of two
architectural traditions, The internal three room central
chimney plan is derived ffom a continental European origin while
the three bay symmetrically oriented‘main elevation descends from
an English tradition of building. It seems that the builders of this
house were influenced enough by English predominance in Cower
Cecil County to orient the main elevation like other houses in
the area that have .an English background., The central chimney and
radiating three room plan is definitely a continental plan and not

from the English vocabulary of house construction,
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The Gosnay House c. 1850 is a 2% story three bay by
two room house on Bohemia Church Road and west off Warwick,
Mds The house faces south with the main gable running
east/west. oo o

The main block has a two story three bay by one room
ell kitchen wing that extends northward. The kitchen wing
is supported by a full fieldstone foundation with a crawl
space under the front blocke. The house is totally covered
by asbestos over weatherboard., A steeply pitched composition
tile roof covers both sections.

The south facade is three bays across with an entrance
in the western most baye A heavily molded four panel door
has a two light transom and plain pilasters with a simple
% inch round capital and molded lintel. 6/6 sash windows
occupy the two eastern bays with two panel shutters and
plain surrounds. The western opening on the second floor
has been enlarged to a double li/li sash with louvered
shutters. The original 6/6 sash occupy the two eastern
openings. A small boxed cornice with bed molding stretches
across at the base of the roof. A shed roof front porch
covers the first floor and is supported by champhered
posts. A saw-toothed end board decorates the ends., The
east gable end has an entrance gabled stoop and balustrade
between support posts. The eave is closed by a simple
bargeboard.,.

The western end has some'later first and second floor
sash and two four pane attic sash., There is a central
stretcher bond stove stacke.

The north side of the main block is primarily covered
with the kitchen ell but a 6/6 sash lights the first and
second floor hall (see floor plan).

The kitchen wing is basically detailed with 2/2 sash
windows and a shed porch that extends across the eastern
side. A single flue sbtove stack rises out of the center
of the ell. The gable end has a single 2/2 sash on sach
floor with extended eaves.

| The interior of this house does not conform to any
! floorplans typically used in Cecil County. A central stack
| provides heat for two main rooms on the first floor. A small
: entrance hall provides access to both rooms but not to the
second floor. The main stair is located in a back hall behind
the front parlor.
CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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Gosnasy House
Page Two

The stair has a square newel with slightly bebeled cap
which supports a simple handrail, The rectangular balusters
are set into a straight stringer with a beaded board fill
under the stringer. The door surrounds have an @volc back-
band with beaded corner which frame six panel doors with
interior locks. The mantels have been removed from the
main rooms, A elaborate Adamesque Revival mantel is found
in the main parlor.

The ovolc molded surrounds are also found on the second
floor but fﬂum’beaded board dcors instead or paneled ones.
The open stair rises to the full attic., The rafters have
mortise and tenon joists.

The kitchen wing consists of two rooms on each floor.
the south room being a dining roome. A simple mid 19th century
mantel is found in this room. The kitchen is typically
plain with beaded board doors and plain trim. A small
winder stair provides access to the second floor. A small
meat house is located directly north of the kitchen winge.

Typical farm structures are found farther north of the main
housea
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e
The Wirt-Gosnary Hogs37§§gm§wgppa mid to late 19th
century variation of the” Gezman plan house Wig%f%§§22§1

chimmey and threg rooms Th c symmetric acade has
been giveny $hegﬁ&%%%%gﬂ?idg#%gigmiarlor main facade.

The only difference is the central chimney. Third quarter
of the 19th century exterior detalling contrasts to the
somewhat earlier ovelc moldings and six panel doors.

It is unfortunate the mantels have been removed. The three
room plan is extremely rare in the southern reaches of
Cecil Countye. This being one of two known examples,
(CE-96L) nyzﬁsm‘; Green  Fraar 1§ THE ¢y
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
"Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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