
CE - 969 Rictards House c. 1860 

The fown of Cecilton is surrounded by farms and the Issac 

Richards House stands on the eastern ~oad that joins Cecilton 

and Warwick. The mid 19th Century five bay center hall frame 

structure is one ..,,.. of the hundreds that populate the aounty 

and attest to the structures significance as a cultural and 

social statement of cohesiveness and stability. 
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INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY File 1 - 125 

UN AME 
HISTORIC 

AND/OR COMMON 

flLOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

.Just east of' Qeci lton an Bonte 282 
CITY. IOWN 

L.. VICINITY OF 

STATE 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS 
_DISTRICT _PUBLIC ,XOCCUPIED 

le-BUILDING(S) ,X..PRIVATE _UNOCCUPIED 

_STRUCTURE _BOTH _WORK IN PROGRESS 

_SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 
~ 

_OBJECT _IN PROCESS !l::YES: RESTRICTED 

_BEING CONSIDERED _YES: UNRESTRICTED 

_NO 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
Dwight O. Rath 
c/o Dismah Land and Cattle Co. 

NAME 

STREET & NUMBER 

CITY. TOWN 
Cecilton _ VICINITY OF 

llLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC. Clerk m~ the Circuit Court 
STREET & NUMBER 

CITY. TOWN 
Ceci 1 rnmmty Qanrthrorne 

i:1 Jr+on 
I! REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 

TITLE 

DATE 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

1 
COUNTY 

Cecil 

PRESENT USE 

Jr;--AGRICU L TU RE 

-COMMERCIAL 

_MUSEUM 

__ PARK 

_EDUCATIONAL XPRIVATE RESIDENCE 

_ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS 

__ GOVERNMENT 

_INDUSTRIAL 

_MILITARY 

_SCIENTIFIC 

_TRANSPORTATION 

_OTHER: 

Telephone #: 275-2233 

STATE , zip code 
Maryland 21913 

Liber #: 
Folio #: 

WAS 341 
380 

STATE 

Maey1 and 

_FEDERAL _STATE -COUNTY _LOCAL 

/ ....... , DEPOSITORY FOR 

SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY.TOWN STATE 



II DESCRIPTION 

=-EXCELLENT 

X.GOOD 

_fAlfl 

CONDITION 

_DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_ UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_UNALTERED 

X -ALTERED 

CHECK ONE 

XORIGINALSITE 

_MOVED DATE ___ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Ricita.;rds House c. 1860 is a 2~ story center hall single pile 
frame house on Maryland 282 just east of Cecilton. The farmhouse faces 
south with the main gable running east/west. 

The house rests on a uncoursed fieldstone foundation with a full 
basement under the rear two story kitchen. The house has been completely 
covered with asbestos shingles and capped with a medium sloped composition 
tile gable roof. 

The south(main) facade is typically symmetrical with a five bay facade 
and centeral entrance. The heavily molded double paneled doors have 
a slightly pedimented surround as do the windows. The window trim has 
been covered with aluminum and the sash replaced with modern single 

pane windows. The front door retains its three light transom. A single 
story shed roof porch protects the entrance and is supported by 
chamJifered posts. A boxed cornice 11s1iaa;iga with cyma corve molding 
decorat~ the fr~T)."!=-1-,,eave and two single pane dormers light the attic .. ·(Hf -pi;;-/:Mt:fJ..S 

"''"'{ Jimple pilaster~ support a molded pediment. 

The east and west gable ends are typical with attic lights flanking centrr 
brick (stuccoed) stacks. A modern single story gabled one room section 
was attached to the east end. 

The east side of the kitchen is simarly detailed with a central 
entrance and flanking windows. A plain boxed cornice is found in both 
easLand west sides. The north end is primarily plain with single 
pane attic lights on either side of the central stuccoed stack. The 
bargeboards are plain. Attached to the west side is a side story 
enclosed shed roof addition. 

The interior of the main block has been remodeled ~ but much 
of the mid 19th ISentury woodwork remains. The center hall has a open 
stair which rises to the second floor with a continuous flat oval handrail. 
The heavily turned newel and turned blausters support the handrail. 
The interior doors have a heavily molded panels with a molded surround. 
The first floor mantels have been removed but the mantels on the second 
floor remain. The fluted pilasters flank the opening and support a 
plain frieze, two part bed molding and thick mantel shelf. Access is gained 
to the finished attic by an enclosed stair entered through a door in 
the back second floor hall. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



Ricl(ard's House Page 2 

The kitchen section consists of one large room and an enclosed stair. 
The fireplace opening seems to have an elaborate mantel which may have 
been moved from one of the front rooms. The mantel has beaded pilasters 
that support a frieze with beeded side blocks and an elaborate bed 
molding under a thick shelf. 

Not too many significantinid to late 19th century outbuildings 
remain but modern grain bins with connecting diagonal conveyor systems 
are located next (north) to the farmhouse. 



II SIGNIFICANCE 
_,..,.-, 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW r'ERIOD 

_PREHISTORIC 

-1400-1499 

--ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING 

_CONSERVATION 

_ECONOMICS 

_LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

_LAW 

-1500-1599 

-16Q0·1699 

-1700-1799 

X1soo-1s99 

_1900-

-ARCHEOLOGY -HISTORIC 

--AGRICULTURI; 

XARCHITECTURE 

-ART 

_COMMERCE 

_COMMUNICATIONS 

SPECIFIC DATES 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

_EDUCATION 

_ENGINEERING 

_EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT 

_INDUSTRY 

_INVENTION 

_LITERATURE 

_MILITARY 

_MUSIC 

_PHILOSOPHY 

_POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

_RELIGION 

_SCIENCE 

_SCULPTURE 

_SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

_THEATER 

_TRANSPORTATION 

_OTHER (SPECIFY) 

The Ric'j!ards House is a generally significant house type for the 
<county in that it is the predominant house plan. The house's exterior 
however, has suffered with the application of no-maintenance materials 
especially with the removal of the 6/6 sash windows, and therefore 
reducing the structures architectural merit. Interior woodwork is 
what one would expect for this vintage house with the addition of some 
less conunon fluting of the mantels. 

The house appears under the ownership on Issac Richards in 1877, 
a fanner who came from Kent County around 1869. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



IJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

CONTINUE ON SEJ,:>AR.ATE SHEET lf NECESSARY 

l[!JGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY--------

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME/TITLE 

Pa11 J S To11 a:Pt Hi stePie Sites Sttr'1e;,or 
ORGANIZATION 

f'l' Ce4:il ~ol:mty Geul?theuse 
!fREET & NUMBE 

~ Cecil County Connn~ttee 
CITY OR TOWN 

Elkton 

DATE 

10/16/79 
TELEPHONE 

398-7568 
STATE 

Maryland 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 

PS· 1108 
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