
CE-989 
B. J. Green House 
Near Warwick 
Private 

c. 1865-1866 

The Benjamin J. Green House is one of the few houses 

illustrated in the Lake, Griffing, and Stevenson Atlas of 

1877. It was undoubtedly one of the most prominent 

houses to be seen for miles in and around Warwick, Md. 

In fact, it still commands much attention today above its 

surrounding corn fields. Green was the builder between 

1864 and 1867 for Cecil County Tax Assessments I'1st a 

$14,300.00 Bntry in 1867 while in 1864 his 260 acres were 

assessed for $5,460.00. (The Tax Assessments for 1865-1866 

are missing) Such a large discrepancy provides enough 

evidence along with the architectural style of the structure 

for dating the second empire house to 1865-1866. 
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CE-989 

MAGI #0809895504 
File 1 -145 

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

UN AME 
HISTORIC B.J. Green House 

AND/OR COMMON 

flLOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

CITY. TOWN 
Route 282 ~mile west of Warwick, Md 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

Warwick A.. VICINITY OF 

STATE 
Maryland 

DcLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS 
_DISTRICT _PUBLIC ~OCCUPIED 
XBUILDING(Sl ~PRIVATE _UNOCCUPIEO 

_STRUCTURE -BOTH _WORK IN PROGRESS 

_SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 
_OBJECT _IN PROCESS x_YES: RESTRICTED 

_BEING CONSIDERED _YES: UNRESTRICTED 

_NO 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

Bwight o. Rath 
STREET & NUMBER 

CITY. TOWN 

Cecil ton ..,x.. VICINITY OF 

llLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 
REGISTRY oF DEEDS,ETC. Clerk of the Circuit Court 
STREET & NUMBER 

Cecil County courthoase 
CITY, TOWN 

Elkton 

D REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

DATE 

1 
COUNTY 

Cecil 

PRESENT USE 
_AGRICULTURE _MUSEUM 

_COMMERCIAL __ PARK 

_EDUCATIONAL XPRIVATE RESIDENCE 

_ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS 

__ GOVERNMENT _SCIENTIFIC 

_INDUSTRIAL _TRANSPORTATION 

_MILITARY _OTHER: 

'J;'elephone #-: 275-2233 

STATE, zip code 
Maryland 21 91 3 

Liber #: ~WAS 341 
Folio #: 380 

STATE 

Maryland 

_FEDERAL -STATE -COUNTY _LOCAL 

.-• ._ DEPOSITORY FOR 

SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY. TOWN STATE 



II DESCRIPTION 

-1XCELLENT 

~OOD 
_ FAIR 

CONDITION 

_DETERIORATED 

_ RUINS 

-UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

- UNALTERED 

~LTtRED 

CHECK ONE 

~OfllGfMAL Silt 

-MOVED DATt~--

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (If KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The 8 . J. Green House c. 1865 is a J story 5 bay x 1 room 
CPnt r h~ll fraMe housp. 'lith nsnrd roof on the vecilton­
Warwick ro~d just west of ~Rrwick. The house faces south with 
thP ~in eable run.nin~ P.aSt/west . 

The ~ouse r~sts on a partial fieldstone and brick foundat · on 
with basement and is covered with weatherboard 8iding. The 
mansard roof' ha~ a slatp sheathin with woodrn corner tri.rr. 
J 2i story 4 bay by 1 room 1ine extend8 to the north to for~ 
a ~-~edition. The wine is con~tructcd t~e s ~P a the front 
blo"'k onlv • t has PblP roof insteRd of n t !"\a.r • 

The south ( ain) facade ha sy 'lletr·cal fpr.estr'ltion wi+h 
c ntra: ~ntr ncA. Th henvily olded front door has two 

archP~ pan~ls that arP ;nt rrupte~ by bullR-~ye pane1s 2/J of tl 
w~y down. The rectnncu~ar pan l. finish below. Three li ht 
E1ineli ht~ with panels below and a J light transom fr me the 
Pntrar.c . T P 4/4 a r with 1l~1n currounls do not rotain tr ir 
shutters but the _ inte 1.: nnd shut tPr oe..., remain. ThE" he vy 
corr·ce n"" el borate braccet ~up_ortr and cornPr il tr~. 
Th hird floor is illufl'linatPd by rounrled rch 2/2 sa ... h dormer"' 

· t~ a crolle~ roof ornau nt. A flnt roof JOrch P.Xtends acroes 
th fi~e full bays with a h avy br ck ted cornice and latorately 
~collei cast iron r1pport~. The porch floor i up?orte1 by 
~rick piers, and er n~te slab~ serve a porch ste s . On of th 
More distincitve characteristics of the front facad~ 
palladian type window.·n •t cceni:ral econ loor o. n· 
nor al 2/2 sa h with an arched two pane li rt overhe . 

The ~ble Pnrls; ar~ identic<ll with a sing]. 4/4 sa""h on 
~ach ~loor in the ~orthern bny and ti.a 2/2 ~~ h ~r~h~· or r~ 
t~~t fl'lT'k the int rior end strPt~hPr bon~ brick tacks. 

Th north itiP- is rri ~ril covPr 
two bays expo~P.d on th pa.t side. 

with the r 'r win ·ith 

Th~ reP.r w·ng ha~ hed porcres which cov r the firFt floor 
on both ea ·t and ~· ~ t £iidee. The e~ st c-idf' ,...orch ha,.. a scroll~ 
dP.corative beard b t n rou l cepnr posts. 6/ ~ash rr 
fonnd on both first an s cond floor · th m r->ntrancP ir: th 
northern rro t b y. The west ~ide h~F ~ four p nel oor ith 
trnn orn li ht in the second ba~· from the north. Th E"n~li r in 
f./6. TnerP are two 2/2 gabled dorriers on th e t tlorP "' 
thP roof. c~ntral and int rior end stack~ rire out of the win~ · 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IP NECESSARY 



Pee 2 

Trf" pord .;_ u;:rortHi by !:';•r:pl( ··nu~r I rip,rc- with molol"ri 
rµpi t., 1 c- . 

Th north Pnd ~a~ ~ la~~r ~ir~t floor li~ht and two ?./? 
~+. ... i.<' ~~.,..h. that flank thP hr 0 C'k ~tacl{ . P1ain b;:irp-rhoard"' 
c1osP th~ fah1e · . 

Th i ntprior hac- not hp n cha'1.o-e<'l ,.-.j 1"'n. f'icantly •·incP th 
"'trurt1rrP~ PrPctio~. T~e ~nin ~tair ~R~ a heavily turnPd newel 
post with ~ continuou~ flat ov~l hR~drail that riceL to the 
thir~ floor . ThP balu tPrQ arP ai "'o turrpd. Th0 l"rf~ four 
nannl rioor("' Pnd mol dr>d f'lU!'r0tmd.· ::ire gndned as arP the elaborn.tP 
v;~i'orinn fl'A-ntf'"l"". ThP wooawork rc'11ain•· rained throughout 
the:i J11airi hou ·e wi. h pi nin woodwork ±.n thr rt->ar w.;n . 

('ourtyard with board rinT barn b1ilf'fingF remain to the 
north o-f' the> m11.in h us£. T•1 y includc> me\ium "'i" -i hr:y barn, 
stabll• ·, ~na wngon c;heds . 



II SIGNIFICANCE CE -?E7 

£RICO 

- PREHISTORIC 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE·· CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

-ARCHEULOtiY -PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING - LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE - RELIGION 

-1400-1499 

-1500- 1599 

_ 1600-1899 

_1700-1799 

~1800-1899 
_1900. 

-ARCHEOLOGY -HISTORIC 

1.AGRICULTUR~ 

ltARCHITECTURE 

-ART 

_COMMERCE 

_COMMUNICATIONS 

_CONSERVATION 

-ECONOMICS 

-EDUCATION 

-ENGINEERING 

_EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT 

_INDUSTRY 

_INVENTION 

- LAW _SCIENCE 

_LITERATURE -SCULPTURE 

_ MILITARY -SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN 

_ MUSIC _THEATER 

_PHILOSOPHY -TRANSPORTATION 

_ POLITICSfGOVERNMENT _ OTHER ISPECIFYI 

SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ ARCHITEC.T 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The B. J Green hou~e is one of the few houses illu~trated 
in thP Lfike, Gr ' .Pfing, nnn StevenE'IO'l"l Atlas . Tt wn1=1 undoubtedly 
one of the most prominent houses in the area and probably 
fairly new . B. J . Green had been in the countr y for a while 
according to the patron list . He supposedly came frorr Harford 
Co1mty around 1833 . In 1877 he owned 266 acres alcmg with the 
house . 

The house is a common plan but all ~imilarit ' es end there . 
The house is one of the most elaborate third auarter of the 19th 
century structures with its intricate cast iron porch and 
mansard roof with decorative arched dormers . The interior is 
al~o l.l!lUsual with its abundance of grained woodwork. The house 
and farrr was a~sessed in 1867 for ~14,JOO , but in 1860 there 
is no house listed which would make one believe th house 
was built bPtween those two year~ . (Cecil County Tax Aseoessment~ 
1Q~0-1877) 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



IJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

CONTINUE ON SEJ;>AMTE SHEET If NECESSARY 

II!JGEOGRAPHICALDATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY--------

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME /TITLE 

Paul B. Touart Historic Sites Surveyor 
ORGANIZATION DATE 

Cecil County Committee 10/16/79 
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE 

Cecil County Courthouse 398-7568 
CITY OR TOWN STATE 

Elkton Maryland 21 921 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
( 301) 267-1438 

PS• 1108 
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