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Administration Building 1940 

The Susquehanna River Bridge Administration Building, a 
two story composition of steel and concrete, is an excellent 
example of the Depression Modern style which flourished in the 
United States during the 1930s. A blending of traditional 
structural means, elements borrowed from the International 
style, and some distinctive ornamental and formal characteristics, 
such as banding and streamlining, the building represents an 
important artistic episode in American life. Such a finely 
detailed, small-scale architectural manifestation of that episode 
is indeed rare. 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL \IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Susquehanna River Bridge Administration Building is located on the 
SE side of US 40, ca. 1,500' east of the Susquehanna River, in Perryville, 
Cecil County, Maryland. · 

The buildings consists of two single story blocks of steel and concrete 
construction, one stacked above the other; a concrete foundation and base-
ment, a flat roof, and a small chimney, rising slightly east of center inside 
the south wall. While 'both blocks have the same width, the one above is near­
ly half as long as that below, and originally, was centered longitudinally on 
it. A lower cube-like addition, flush with the north wall and adjoining the 
west end of the lower block, has created an imbalance in overall formal massing. 

The sides of each block are distinguished by a continuous scoring, six 
channels wide on the first floor and five o.n the second. Fitted within the bands 
and interupting their visual flow are the windows with slight reveals, indus­
trial sash, steel frames, and aluminum facing. Notably, each of the corners of 
both blocks is defined by a short ribbon of windows. The exceptions occur on 
the left side of the lower east facade, which is blank and, the left side of the 
lower west facade, where the addition adjoins. The north or principal facade is 
distinguished by a centrally placed pair of glazed aluminum doors, a bay win-
dow projection to the left, and above, a porcelain enamel metal seal representing 
the State of Maryland. Framing the doors is a banded slate architrave; in front 
of them, a low platform and steps, originally slate, but now brick. Joining the 
bay window and double doors into an emphatic entry motif is a streamlined con­
crete marquise, faced in aluminum banding and surmounted by a grouping of four­
teen oversized cast aluminum block letters spelling out "ADMINISTRATION". Bal­
ancing the motif to the right of the doors is an industrial sash window similar 
to those at the corners. Originally, a streamlined aluminum railing adjoined 
the west side of the platform, but it was likely removed when a box-like vesti­
bule was built in front of the double doors. The effect of this addition is to 
mask the doors completely and to detract from the entry detail. The south 
facade is marked by narrow horizontal ribbons of windows, flanked by single 
doors on the first floor and a single casement, nearly centered on the second. 
A wood overhead garage door may have marke.d the lower right side originally, 
but is now a door similar to the others, but capped by a small projecting metal 
hood. The ribbon windows, framing doors, and an outside basement stairwell 
fenced by a pipe rail are sheltered by another concrete marquise, unornamented 
and smaller than that on the north. Walls are surfaced in stucco, while the 
roof coping of the upper block is faced in porcelain enamel metal. 

Of particular note on the interior is the stairway railing on the entrance 
hall, similar to that along the entry platform, and a tunnel, starting on the 
basement level under the bay window and extending to the adjacent range of 
bridge toll booths. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Susquehanna River Bridge Administration Building is an excellent example 
of the Moderne style of architecture, also known as Depression Modern or .American 
Modern, the style flourished in the United States during the mid to late 1930s. 
Its influence was felt not only in architecture, but in industrial design and de­
corative arts, as well. Originally, a direct reaction to the vogue for the mod­
ernistic, the quest of the 1920s for applied ornamentation solely for the sake of 
novelty, the Moderne was a spare, and unembellished art in which everything was 
built to work and, just as importantly, appear as though it did (Greif, pp. 30-31). 
But ornamentation, however discrete, soon returned, and usually consisted of a 
distinctive banding treatment of surfaces and a use of curved or streamlined 
forms. Banding is readily evident on the Administration Building facades, while 
streamlining may be observed along the east side of the principal marquise • 

In architecture, the Moderne style recalled much of the work of the modernists 
in Europe during the late 1920s and early 1930s. In the Administration Building, 
for example, the pronounced horizontality of massing, emphasized by ribbon win­
dows, and the non-ornamental treatment of signage with the use of free-standing 
unseriffed letters, are all distinctive characteristics of the International 
style. Yet much about Moderne buildings relates to the pre-modern tradition. 
Unlike the finest International style buildings, the Administration Building of­
ten relies on symmetry, rather than carefully considered regularity, to define 
its fenestration, and conceals its modern structural system behind bearing walls. 
Mass appears more important than volume; revealed windows are carved from a solid 
rather than hung from a structural frame. The importance of mass is particularly 
noticeable on the interior which is organized by traditional bearing walls which 
define rooms, rather than non-structural planes which freely define space. 

Thus, the Administration Building, having a distinct style which combines 
traditional characteristics with those of the Modern movement, represents an 
important artistic episode in .American life. Such a finely detailed, small­
scaled architectural manifestation of that episode is indeed rare. 
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VERBAL BOUNDARY D.ESCRIPTION 

Beginning at the point where the south R/W line of US 40 meets Sta. 776+50, 
proceed along said; Sta. 125', thence turning east 90°, procee.& 2::24', _:them~e,, 
turning north 90°, proceed 125', and from thence turning west 90°, proceed · 
224' to the point of origin. (see general layout plan) 
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