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FLS.ENERE a-IAS-106 
( Bella Vista; Riverside) 

#7: Descrintion: 

Approached by a private, cedar lined driveway, Elsemere is located 
on the northwest side of River Road, approximately one-quarter mile 
southwest from the junction of River Road and Maryland Route 227 
(Marshall Hall Road). 

Possessing a sweeping vista of the Potomac River which borders the 
property to the nortrr and west, Elsemere is a large, "T"-shaped 
frame house of basic, late-nineteenth century farr.~ouse styling. 
The five-bay principal facade of the two-story, one !'."OOm deep main 
block faces east and has a centered, first =1oor entrance door. 
It and the two-story rear wing, the latter proportionately of the 
same scale and design as the main block, were probably built at the 
same time. A one story, glass enclosed wing standing at the north 
end of the main block, however, was added at a later date. The exterior 
of this simple yet dignified bouse is sheathed with lapped board siding 
and has deep, overhanging eaves with exposed roof rafters typical of 
of the style and age of the house. 
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F.L S :::!'~ ER 2 CHAS-106 
(3ella Vista; Riverside) 

~8: Statement of Sianifiranre: 

A larc:re, weatherbeaten frame house of typical, turn-of-the-rentury 
rural arch iter~tu::-e, 21.semere is a simple but dignified strurture 
notable for its ample proportions and the visual strength of its 
vertical lines. Possessing an aesthetirally pleasinn vista of the 
Potomac River arross low-lying meadows and marshes, the house is 
approached by a private, cedar lined driveway flanked by several 
barns and a former rarriage house. 

2lsemere was probably built in about 1900 and stands on a part 
of what was onre the vast }-:arshall Hall estate. T:iis partir-ular 
part of Marshall Hall was sold by Thomas Yarshall Y to Rirhard >J. 
Bryan in 185~ and was subsequently purchased bv Joseph Frank from 
Alexander N. Bryan of nearby Strawberry Eill i~ 1891.1 In 1903 
the then 335 arre property ;-ras sold by Harry -.fill iarrs to :'.:sten ·,-7. 
Euncerford, the latter the owner of adjarent Greenway ( GL:\S-107). 2 
It is probable that the existing house was built by Frank and/or 
;-Hll iams between 1891 and 1903 sinre Eunc_:rerford, who retained m·mer
ship until 1925, used the land as part of his Greenway farm where 
he 1 h'ed in a large home he had built there in 1895. 

In 1925, Eunserford sol~ 220 arres of the Elsemere tra,~t, then 
rallcd ~iv2rsid2 and also ref~rred to as part of the Marshall Hall 
Surnmer Resort, to Rirhard Tippett:.3 3y 19113 Tippett had died and 
the administrator of his estate, Mercantile ~rust Bank, transferred 
ownership of the 220 aC"res to ··.fill iam :Hnstead. ~ Three years later 
Winstead ronveyed the house and a portion of the lands (abou-::. 31 
acres) to John ~lest and Dorothy Sirnrr.ons.5 Simmons, who inherited 
West's half ownership on his death in i9521 sold the property that 
year to \'I.alter Espach.6 Ssparh maintained possession of the land 
until 1956 when be conveyed the 31 arres, in four seperate parrels, 
to Anna '.verhler. / ~{erhler r.::>n'.reved title to the same lands to its 
rurrent owner, Sam Hanish, in 19~1.B It is this last deed that refers 
to the property as Bella Vista, while the i·J03 deed names it Riverside 
and the deeds between as both Riverside and 2lsemere. 

Althou0h essentially a farmhouse-type strurture, with a number of 
anrillan• strurtures related to its history of aarirultural use, Slsernere 
may have been built as a summer home, possibly as a prototype or 
guide for the t:'.{pes of homes promoters of the .Mars!"la.11 Hall St:::r!mer 
~esort hoped would be.built. It is rertainly not unlike the ~ypes of 
houses :"oLl.nd at typiral middle rlass sumr.1er resorts es ta bl ished throua'.:.out 
the mid-Atf antir ~erion in the late-nineteenth and early-twentieth -
ren":uries." 

?ootnotes: 
1. Land ~ecords, r.ha rles County <;ourthouse, 

La Plata, >ld. Liber JsT==l, folio 301; 
Liber JST~~, folio ~as. 

2. Ibid. Libe.::- Br·s::n3, folio ,~89 

3. Ibid. Liter '.;}'..;=U3, :"olio 535 



ELS1=)1ERE 
(Bella Vista; Riverside) 
~8: Statement of Signifi~anre 
Paqe Two 

Footnotes, ccntinued: 

~. Ibid. Liber TBHt:79, folio 
5. Ibid. Liber TBM~8'1, folio 
6. Ibid. Liber p 01:;:105, folio 
7. Ibid. Liber PC-1:;:126, folio 
8. Ibid. Liber 236, folio 532 
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and I~ventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of indlvidual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 
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:C.'"I...S EM2R::.: CHAS-106 
{3ella Vista; Riverside) 

The sur'.revor was unable to obtain permission to photoqraph 
this property at this time. 
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