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Holly Springs
Architectural Survey File
This is the architectural survey file for this MIHP record. The survey file is organized reversechronological (that is, with the latest material on top). It contains all MIHP inventory forms, National
Register nomination forms, determinations of eligibility (DOE) forms, and accompanying documentation
such as photographs and maps.
Users should be aware that additional undigitized material about this property may be found in on-site
architectural reports, copies of HABS/HAER or other documentation, drawings, and the “vertical files” at
the MHT Library in Crownsville. The vertical files may include newspaper clippings, field notes, draft
versions of forms and architectural reports, photographs, maps, and drawings. Researchers who need a
thorough understanding of this property should plan to visit the MHT Library as part of their research
project; look at the MHT web site (mht.maryland.gov) for details about how to make an appointment.
All material is property of the Maryland Historical Trust.
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CH-109
Riverside vie.
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1790;1920

Located near Riverside in the southwestern section of Charles County, Holly Springs was
extensively documented by architectural historian J. Richard Rivoire in the 1980's. Erected circa
1790, Holly Springs consists of a 2 Vt story double-pile, frame structure with a pair of
end-chimneys joined by a projecting pent. The dwelling has been enlarged several times, most
significantly with the 1920 addition of a cross-gable wing opposite the massive chimney.
Despite alterations in the 19th and early 20th century, the dwelling retains its original four-room
plan and some of its distinctive woodwork including ceiling cornices, molded door and window
architraves and paneled wainscoting. Chimney breasts in all first and second story rooms are
intact as is a built-in corner cabinet in the dining room and an elaborate molded architrave that
separates the entrance hall and stair passage.
Holly Springs is significant as an important and relatively rare example of 18th century
architecture in southwestern Charles County, as well as for its association with the religious
history of Southern Maryland. The dwelling was built by Walter Hanson Harrison, the rector of
Durham Parish(CH-63) from 1779 until his death in 1798. Harrison served during an era of great
transformation after the American Revolution when the Episcopal Church, formerly the Church
of England, lost its right to impose a tax on all citizens. Harrison's severe financial hardships
during this period were reflective of the financial burden faced by the former Church of England
as they formally separated from secular governing bodies.
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Holly Springs was extensively documented by J. Richard Rivoire and published in his 1990 work "Homeplaces: Traditional
Domestic Architecture of Charles County, Maryland" published by the Southern Maryland Studies Center in La Plata. A formal
survey form was never completed for the property. The following information is extracted from the published information which
includes copies of photographs and scaled drawings housed at the Southern Maryland Studies Center, College of Southern
Maryland in La Plata. The dwelling is the focal point of a 230 acre farm on the west side of Holly Springs Road. The site includes
a number of outbuildings most notably, a pyramidal roof meathouse believed to be contemporary with the dwelling.
Located near Riverside in the southwestern section of Charles County, Holly Springs was constructed circa 1790 and consists of a
2 1/2 story double-pile frame structure with a pair of end-chimneys joined by a projecting pent. The dwelling has been enlarged
several times, most significantly with the 1920 addition of a cross-gable wing opposite the massive chimney.
Despite alterations in the 19th and early 20th century, the dwelling retains its original four-room plan and some of its distinctive
woodwork including ceiling cornices, molded door and window architraves and paneled wainscoting which were formally
documented by Rivoire. Chimney breasts in all first and second story rooms are intact as is a built-in corner cabinet in the dining
room and an elaborate molded architrave that separates the entrance hall and stair passage.
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Holly Springs is significant as an important and relatively rare example of 18th century architecture in southwestern Charles
County, as well as for its association with the religious history of Southern Maryland. The dwelling was built by Walter Hanson
Harrison, who was educated in England, ordained by the Bishop of London and licensed for Maryland in 1774. In 1779 he
returned to Charles County where he was elected rector of Durham Parish (CH-63). He maintained this position until his death in
1798.
Harrison was part of an elite group of landowners in Charles County. Born at nearby Walnut Landing, Walter Hanson Harrison
was the brother of Robert Hanson Harrison, Aide-de-Campe and trusted associate to General Washington. Robert was also a
delegate to the first Constitutional Convention. His brother William was a member of Congress from Maryland from 1785-1787.
Walter Hanson Harrison served at Durham Parish alongside General William Smallwood, Major General of the Maryland Line
during the Revolutionary War (Smallwood's Retreat CH-12).
The Episcopal Church, originally known as the Church of England, was the predominant religion of English colonists and
congregationists began meeting and worshiping soon after arriving in Southern Maryland. In 1692, an act was passed that
established parishes and appointed vestries to govern the church affairs. The Governor appointed the rector of each parish from a
list of nominees supplied by the Bishop of London, usually taking into consideration the will of the parishioners. The Church was
supported by a tax of 40 pounds on every person in the parish regardless of their faith. After the American Revolution, the
Episcopal Church lost its right to impose a tax on all citizens and suffered severe financial hardship.
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Fig. 140. Holly Springs. An early view
of the house showing its nineteenthcentury, two-part, west wing, which
incorporated a former detached kitchen.
The two porches and their contrasting
designs are intriguing. Picture File, SMSC,
(gift of Samuel C. Linton, Jr.).

Fig. 141. Holly Springs. John M. Wearmouth, SMSC.

Fig. 134. Holly Springs. West end elevation. (A. former pent window; B. a door was
cut through the pent wall when the addition
was made to this end of the house in the early
nineteenth century (Fig. 140).) The bricks of
the chimneys and pent are laid in English
bond. Author.

Fig. 135. Holly Springs. Restored first
floor plan. Author.
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The initial stage of this two-story, two-part frame house is believed to
have been built by members of the Harrison family. Walter Harrison, a late 18th
century rector of Durham Church, and Robert Hanson Harrison, an aide-decamp to General Washington during the Revolutionary War, are believed to have
lived here at various times. The structure has been altered in both the late 19th
and early 20th centuries.

