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7. DESCRIPTION

(Check One)
COnDITIoN (X Excellent | 11y Geod || Feir [7] Deteriorated {71 Ruins L} Unexposed
(Check One) (Check One)
1 (X Altered {_] Unaltered 7] Moved (1] Original Site

DESBCRIBE THE PREBENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APREARANCE

Although late Pederal in its exterior appearance, Araby is actually a mid-
eighteenth century house that was extensively altered in the mid-nineteenth
century. The initial stage was a one story, five bay gambrel roofed,
Flemish bond brick structure. Two chimneys were enclosed within each end
wall (east and west) and there is a moulded brick watertable at the base

of all four elevations. The windows have gauged brick lintels and there
was a wood, modillioned eave cornice. (A small section of this cornice

is preserved under the roof of the existing, mid-nineteenth century, north
elevation entrance porch.) The interlor plan of this first stage, retained
when the house was altered, consisted of four rooms and a short rear stair
hall. This plan is fairly typical of Southern Maryland architecture dating
from circa 1720 to circa 1780, The Great (southeast) Room has all four
wall surfaces sheathed with fielded panels and has two shell alcoves flank-
ing the fireplace. The reeded mantle in this room constitutes its only
nineteenth century alteration. The other rooms have both paneled fireplace
walls and dadoes and the fireplaces in two instances have moulded surrounds .
The stair has simple, turned banusters and a black walnut rail.

In the mid-nineteenth century the roof was raised to a full two story height.
The English bond brickwork of these wall extensions constrasts with the
Flemish bond of the original walls,making the cornice line and the roof
profile of this first stage easisly discernable. The one decidedly Federal
characteristic evidenced on the exterior is the bridging (or joining by a
curtain) of the chimney stacks at each end. Other Federal period influences
can be observed in the brick, denticulated eave cornice of both the front
(south) and rear (north) facades and the short, projecting brick water lip
over the main entrance door of the south facade where a flat roofed porch is
believed to have stood.

At the west end of the house stands a frame hyphen connecting the house

to a one story brick wing. Presumably the brick wing, positioned at a right
angle to the main block, was initially used as a detached summer kitchen,
The later hyphen contains a modern kitchen and a roofed porch with fluted
columns and stone paved floor.

On the grounds are several interesting domestic dependencies, large plantingg
of boxwood, and an interesting rose garden. At a distance of approximately |
five hundred yards from the northeast corner of the main house stood an
eighteenth century grist mill. Dating circa 1760-80 it was, until destroyed
several years ago because of its proximily to a state highway, the earliest
surviving example of this type of architecture in lower Southern Maryland.
The stone foundation wall of this three story frame structure still exist,
as does parts of the original machinery and the mill stones.
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B.SIGNIFICANCE

PERIOD ((Check One or Mote as Appropriate)

[} Pre-Columbian {1} 16th Century | 18th Century {1 20t Century
{7 15th Century {71 17th Century iX 19th Century
SPECIFIC DATELS) (Jf Applicable and Known) B —“ - —‘—“—T
AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)
Aboriginal ’, [} Education X Political [L] Urban Planning
[T} Prehistoric [T} Engineering [] Religion 'Phi. L1 Other (specit)
L_] Historic [7] tndusuy losophy
7] Agriculture [] Invention | | Science
K] Architecture L] Lendscape [7] Seulpture !
3 Art Architecture [7] Social Human-
[C] Commerce |} Literature itarian
71 Communications [ ] Military i | Theoter
{7 Conservation "] Music ‘| Transportation

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Araby was the home of William and Sarah Eilbeck who'!s dayghter Anne married
George Mason (also a Charles Countain), author of the Virginia Bill of
Rights and builder of Gunston Hall in Virginia. It is believed that

George and Anne made Araby their home until the completion of Gunston Hall
and made lengthly, periodic stays here afterwards. Their son, William
inherited Araby upon the death of his grandmother and it was for him that
the nearby Mason's Springs was named. George Washington recorded many
visits to Araby in his diaries, most of them occuring while visiting a
nearby property he owned.

As a mid-eighteenth century example of vernacular domestic architecture
Araby is important in that despite the major renovation previously dis-
cussed it retains a significant amount of original interior and exterior
fabric intact. In a region where few examples of such structures have
survived unaltered Araby is found to be of particular interest, most
notably for its simple but sophisticated interior treatment, the pre-
servation of various construction features, and as an example of a type
of house erected by persons of a relatively ‘high position within the

socio-economic class levels of mid-and-late-eighteenth century Charles
County,

Because of these aspects of its architectural merit and direct association
with such historically prominent personalities as George Mason and George
Washington it is felt that Araby deserves further attention through both
academic study and historic preservation and stands today as an important
physical lesson in both local, state, and national history.
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LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES LATITUDE AND LONGIT'JDE COORDINATES
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NAME AND TITLE:

J. Richard Riyoire

CRGANIZATION DATE

Maryland Historical Trust . March 13, 1973 |

STREET AND NUMBER;

12525 Riva Road

CITY OR TOWN! STATE CODRE

Maryland

fv2. sn%:— LIAISON OFFICER CERTIFICATION

NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preaervation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), I hereby nominate this praperty for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
~valuated according to the c-iteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service.
level of significance of this nomination is:
Natlonal 0O State [ Local [

S dondh D 0

Orlando Ridout, IV

Title -_State Lialson Officer for
Maryland

March 30,

The recommended

Namne

1973

Date

I hereby certify that this property is included in the

Notional Register

Director, Office of Archeclogy and Hlatoric Preservation

Eate

ATTEST:

Keeper of The National Register

Date
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PROPERTY MAP FORM
(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map)
1. NAME
COMMON AND/OR HISTORIC NUMERIC CODE (Aesigned by NPS)
Araby
- 2. LOCATION
STATE COUNTY TOWN
l?ﬁ%%%%iﬁ?ﬁhuatn Charles Mason's Springs

3/4 mi. E, on private road from Md. Rte. 425, 1/2 mi.

S. of intersection

3. MAP REFERENCE

SOURCK

Port Tobacco Quadrangle
U,8,6.S. 7.5 minute map

DATE

1966

SCALE

1:24000

REQUIRKMENTS:

PROPERTY GOUNDARIES, WHERE REQUIRED, AND NORTH ARROW.
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

e NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
PROPERTYPHOTOGRAPHFORM
(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with photograph)
1. NAME .
COMMON AND/OR HISTORIC NUMERIC CODE (Asaigned by NPS)
Araby
2. LOCATION
STATE COUNTY TOWN
Maryland Charles Mason's Springs

STRERT AND NUMBER

3/4 mi. E. on private road from Md. Rte. 425, 1/2 mi. S. of intersection of Md. Rte./

425 § 244

3. PHOTO REFERENCE

PHOTO CREODIT

Michael Bourne

DATE

1968

NEGATIVE FILED AT

aryland Historical Trust

4, |IDENTIPICATION

OESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, BTC.

Southwest
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1, NAME

COMMON AND/OR HISTORIC NUMERIC CODE (Asalgned by NP5)
Araby

2, LOCATION

STATE COUNTY TowN
Maryland Charles Mason's Springs

ATREET AND NUMBER
425 § 244
3/4 mi. E.on private road from Md. Rte. 425, 1/2 mi. S. of intersection of Md. Rte,/
3, PHOTO REFERENCE

FHOTO CREDIT F DATE NEGATIVE FILED AT
_.‘.
Michael Bourne A 1968 Maryland Historical Trust

4, IDENTIFICATION
DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC.

Southwest
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SUPPLEMENTAL INFORKMATION AND PHOT"GRAPHS MAY BE ADDED ON SHEET OF SAME SIZE

1. STATE Haryland HISTORIC AMERICAN BUILDINGS SURVEY g4

-
COUNTY Charles County INVENTORY CH
TOWN . _VIGINITY
STREET NO. Mason Springs 2. NAME Araby
DATE OR PERIOD c. 1720
ORIGINAL OWNER ) TyLE “ »
oricinaL use  Dwelling S eTECT Colonial tr Federal
PRESENT OWNER e {r HMrs. Fl‘a?k Jack S UILDER
present use  Dwelling letcher
WALL CONSTRUCTION Bprick 3. FOR LIBRARY OF CONGRESS USE
NO. OF STORIES 2 :
4. NOTABLE FEATURES, HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE AND DESCRIP TION OPEN TO PUBLIC NO

“Araby” is a two=story brick building, five bays lony and three
bays deep. Originally, the house was a I=1/2 story building.
The second story was added in the mid-nineteenth century. The
mid-nineteenth century brickwork is laid in common bond, beneath
which the bond is Flemish. There is a basement and a wmolded
water-table. Above the windows of the first floor level are
lintels of gauged brick. The second floor leve! windows also
have lintels, but the brick is not gauged. Above the door there
is strange short, one brick, string course which presumably was
the location of a nineteenth=century porch. The sash are of
nineteenth century date and are 9 over 6 on the first floor and
6 over 6 on the second. There are louvered shutters throughout.
The cornice is of brick and has dentils. There are double
chimneys at each end and the roof is nearly flat between them.
There is a frame hyphen and a brick winge The hyphen contains a
covered porch with fluted columns and large square paving stones.
It also houses the kitchen, The windows of the brick wing have
lintels of brick and 6 over 6 sash. The wing stands at a right
angle to the main structure,.

The center door of the main section opens into a hall, now used
as a living room, This room is panelled to the ceiling on four
(continued on page 2)

S. PHYSICAL CONDITION OF STRUCTURE  Endangered Interior Exterior
@ 6. LOCATION MAP {Plan Optional) 7. PHOTOGRAPH
3. PUBLISHED SOURCES (Avuthor, Title, Pages) F’ NAME, ADDRESS AND TITLE OF RECORDER

INTERVIEWS, RECORDS, PHOTOS, ETC. . .
Hichael 04 Bourne

See Page 2 Maryland Historical Trust

March 14, 1968

DATE OF RECCRD
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Araby
Charles County

Page 2

walls and has arched cabinets on each side of the fireplace.
The fireplace reeded mantel!l is of a later date than the
panellings The dining room is benhind the hall, The other
rooms have panelled fireplace walls and panelled dados.

The staircase rises in a small passage between the two
rooms to the rears. The staircase handrail is made of

black walnut. There are several interesting outebuildings,

A Haryland Ylistorical Society marker reads:

Araby

The widow Eilbeck, mentioned in Washington’s
Diary, lived here, iler daughter, Ann tilbeck,
wmarried Col. George MMason of Gusston Hall,
Virginia. Araby built about {700,

Jtew 8: Published Sources

Forman, Henry Chandlee

Early HManor and Plantation Houses of Maryland,
1934 - page 72

Wilson, Everett B,
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