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BRAWNER HOUSE (SITE) CHAS-111 
(Federal Oak; Cornwallis Neck) 

#7r Description 

The Brawner House Site .is located in a heavily wooded area 
roughly two hundred feet to the west side of an old road bed, about 
one-half mile in from the entrance to the road on the north side of 
Livingston Road, the latter approximately one-half mile east from 
the junction of Livingston Road and Maryland Route 225, in the 
vicinity of Mason's Springs. As recently as ten years ago the 
foundations, cellar, the chimneys and portions of the framing re
mained, ut since that time the chimneys have fallen, the framing 
has rotted away and the entire site covered by vegetation. The 
general site location is identifiable, however, by a thick growth 
of an evergreen groundcover carpeting an area several hundred feet 
in all directions of the house site. When the Brawner House Site 
was first recorded in 1970 several sheds and a small barn still stood 
to the east of the house site, but these are now gone as well. 

The Brawner House, known since the late-nineteenth century as 
Federal Oak, was probably built in the late-eighteenth or early 
nineteenth century and was destroyed by fire in the late-1940's. 
It was a two-story frame structure over brick foundations that 
enclosed a full cellar. Measuring approximately 32-feet by 44-feet, 
the house had a center stair hall and four rooms on both floor levels. 
At both ends of the house stood two interior chimneys, each with an 
arched niche in the base visable from within the cellar. Extending 
out from the west end of the main block was :::1. o!!e-sto.?:"y f.?:"2.!'!".~ wing
that had a large exterior chimney at one end and a partial cellar. 
Approximately 26-feet by 18-feet, the wing quite possibly pre-dated 
the main section. About 75-feet to the north of the house site, 
in what was probably a small ornamental garden, stands a single large 
headstone marking the grave of Mrs. catherine Brawner (1778-1846). 

As the site of the house is now completely grown over, the prep
aration of an analysis and description of remaining features is 
almost impossible. However, it is conceivable that reasonably 
accurate determinations could be made during the winter months when 
some of the vegei:ation has died back. 

Attempts to locate early photographs of the house have not proved 
successful. A nearby resident who visited the house when it was still 
standing but not occupied recalls that the house was very "elegant" 
and had marble mantles in the first floor rooms. According to this 
source, the land between the house and Livingston Road was completely 
open and under cultivation and that neighboring residents called it 
the "Highland Brawner House" and/or "Highland".* 

* Source: Mrs. i'lilliam Highby, Bunipy Oak Road, Porr:onkey, Maryland. 
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BR.l\WNER HOUSE {SITE) CHAS-111 
(2ederal Oak; Cornwallis Neck) 

#Bi Statement of Sianificances 

The Brawner House, located on a part of the S,000 acre 
Cornwallis Neck grant of 1665 and known in this century as "Federal 
Oak", was a substantial, two-story, frame hoL1se of center hall plan 
with four chimneys. At one end of the house stood a one-story 
frame wing with a large exterior chir.ney. The wing quite possibly 
pre-·dated the main section and was conceivably one of ten "tenements" 
listed as improvements on the Cornwallis Neck estate belonging to 
the heirs of John Pye in 1783.1 About 75-feet to the north of the 
house site stands an ornate headstone marking the grave of a Mrs. 
Catherine Brawner (b. 1778) who died here in 1846. According to 
local sources the house burned in the 1940's. Althouah as recentlv 
as 1970 the foundations, cellar, chimneys and several-outbuildings
still stood, few remnants remain and these now covered by dense 
vegetation. 

The Brai;mer House is believed to have been built by EdWard 
Edelen {1747-1811) on land acquired in 1802 from Charles Pye.2 The 
property subsequently passed to his brother, Dr. James Edelen (1764-
1813), a bachelor who is said to have lived there prior to moving· 
to Prince Georges County a few years before his death.3 In 1822 
the land was sold by Edelen's heirs to Nicholas Stonestreet, who in 
turn sold it to George Dement in 1836.4 In 1867 the prcperty was 
transferred from Julianna Dement Brawner (daughter of C-.eorge L€ment 
and widow of Hezekiah Brawner, son of Catherine Brawner) to Samuel 
H. Cox.5 The property remains in the o•mership of descendents of 
Samuel Cox to this day. 

Footnotes: 

1. 1783 Tax Assessments, C'larles County: District No. 5, Land. 
Hall of Records, Annapolis, Maryland. 

2. Charles County Land Records, La Plata, Maryland. Liber IB#2, 
folio 56. (See also D#4, folio 314; IB#2, folio 55.) 

3. Liber IB#lS, folio 59. 
4. I .. iber WM#l, folio 101. 
5. Liber GAH#i, folio 340. 
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'El!1GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE Of NOMINATED PROPERTY--------

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

i!)FORivl PREPARED BY 
NAME I TITLE 

J. Richard Rivoire, Consultant 

ORGANIZATION 
Charles County Planning Department 

OATE 
July, 1980 

STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE 
Charles County Courthouse 

CITY OR TOWN STATE 
Maryland La Plata 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 

PS· '101 



,B?2\~r.·~S~ HOl'SE (SITS) CIL\S-111 
(Federal Oak; Cornwallis Nerk) 

NOTEt Due to the heavv underarowth existina at the time the site 
was visited the- sun.'ey(;r was unable to obtain photographs 
or take measure~ents of the site. 
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