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IRVINE HOUSE CHAS-117 
(Plank Bridge Farm) 

-:±7: Descriotions 

The Irvine House is lo~ated on the east side of Bumpy Oak Road, 
less than one-quarter mile north of the intersertion of Bumpy Oak Road 
and the u. s. ·covernrnent railroad crossing at Rassmussen's Sidinc. 

A simple, two-story, two-part farmhouse with a two-story c-himney 
with stepped shoulders at t~e west end, the Irvine House fares south 
and is four bays in length at the first floor, the entranc-e door 
ocrupying the ser:-ond bay from the west end. .:\.bove are three windows. 
All of the ·windows of the south ekevation frame sash of six-over-six 
panes. Centered on the front roof slope of the two-bay west end 
ser:-tion of the house is a low shec. dormer with three narrow windows. 
Centered on the roof ridge of the east end sertion, only slightly 
lower than the adjacent part of the house, is a narrow brirk rhimney. 
The east end section of the house is not quite as deep as the west 
end and has a one story, shed-roofed porrh arross its north wall. 

Since access to the interior of the house was not gained, a meaning­
ful assessment of the age and physical development of the house rannot 
be made at this time; however, several features suggest that the house 
is somewhat more interesting than the exterior details would indirate. 
Of particular interest is the fact that most if not all of the house 
is of log cc~~tr~rtion. Based en physiral evidenre observed it appetlrs 
that the W<est end sertion of the house dates from the earlv nineteenth 
century and had a one stor.f, one room log winer at the east- end. The 
east wing probably funrtioned as a kitrhen and htid an exterior rhimney 
at its east end. The kitchen wing was prcbably raised to two storys 
and extended at the rhimney end at a later date, possibly in about 
1900. 

The Irvine House, neglerted for many yea rs, is ncx.f being reno,_ra ted. 
The house occupies a situation in what from the road appears to be a 
"hollow," an effect rreated when Bumpy Oak P..oad was rerently rebuilt 
and elevated. Standing about 50 yards east of the house is a dilapicated, 
nineteenth century barn. Several other buildinqs believed to ha,:e been 
assoriated with the Irvine House, a tobacro barn and a rorn crib, both 
Of which have false plate eaves construrtion and appear to date at least 
from the early nineteenth century, are now part of another propeYty on 
the west side of Bumpy Oak Road. 
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IRVINE HOCSE 
(Plank Bridge Farm) 

CHAS-117 

~81 Statement of Sicmifiran~es 

A plain, two-story farm.11ouse with a sincrle exterior rhimney at 
one end, the most interesting aspect of the Irvine House is the fart 
that a major portion of it is of hewn log ronstrurtion. .:\lthouC""h a 
great number of loc buildin-::rs were ererted in the southern 1''.aryland 
region from its initial settlement up to the mid-nineteenth rentury, 
few survive. Those few log structur-es that do exist are the!"efore 
significant to any study of regional vernarular arrhiterture, what­
ever their form or function. 

It is likely that the Ir,-ine House was built as a tenant house 
on the Forrest Green property owned bv Richard Tubman in 1763 anC.. 
patented earlier by Zephaniah Wade.l -By 1798 Forrest Green, together 
with several other contiguous trarts, was part of the estate of Georne 
Tubman who, on his death that year, bequeathed it to his son, Rirhard.2 
Ric!'lard Tubman, who later moved to Aucrusta, Georcria, died in 1833, 
providinc for the disposal of his Charles County lands in the followinc_:r 
manners 

"Havinq inherited from my Father a tract of land in Charles County, 
;;.raryland, and being desirous that it remain in possession of sor:1e 
person bearing the family name, and in the event of my dying witho<J t 
child or children I devise the lands afores2id tocethe;. ~-:it:: the 
necrros that are now upon it to the younces~ son of Thomas B. Tubman 
and heirs when he or they arrive at the full age of 25 years 
providin~ they retain the family name and if not then to the next 
of kin ... _, 

In accordanr:-e with Richard Tubman's will the property eventually 
passed in ownership to Benjamin Tubman~ youngest son of Thomas B. 
Tubman. Tubman, who also came into possession of additional adjarent 
lands previously mmed by various me:nbers of the family, sold a po.::-tion 
of the Forrest GrE'en propert.y, then known as Plank Bridi;e Farm. and 
rontainina 205 a rres, to Jens Eassmussen i.n 1905. ~ In 1929 1-:assr'."mssen • s 
205 acres- of Plank 3ridqe Farm, together with an additional 68 ar'res 
acquired by Rassmussen in 1919, was sold at a sheriff's sale to the 
Maryland Tobarro Grower's Association. 5 In 1936 the ~"\.ssocia tion sold 
48 acres of Plank Bridge Farm and the adjacent 68 arre trart to Xirholas 
Krau0h, who in turn sold the sar.-:e lands to .Ufred ':'innett in 19"8.6 
The 116 ar!.""es was sold by Tippett to the present own~~s in 1959.7 

Footnotes: 
1. Land ::<erords, Charles t:ounty Courthouse, La Plata, ~'.aryland. 

:r...::3, folio 2~6. 
2. 
3. ,. ·- . 
5. 
6. 
7. 

P.er;iste r of ~-Tills Off ire, Court'.:.ouse, La Plata. Libe.r- .\!\::'.:l l, 
:rills Office Liber ~==lG, folio 128 
Land ~eror~s. Liber FLX~l6, folio ~~3 
Ibid. Lii::er ~'li".\¢51, folio '1 0, 
Ibid. Liber ':lY.\~f:i3, folio 522; Licer P':>'.==87, -:olio 533. 
Ibid. ~iher 1~3, folio 289. 

Liber 

folio ~60. 
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Charles County Planning Department 
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 K.;, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trus~ 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 
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