
CH-123 
Trinity Episcopal Church 
Charles County, MD 
Newport vie. 
Cathy Hardy, May 2002 

Section 2: Location 

9560 Trinity Church Road 
Charlotte Hall, MD 20622 

Section 3: Owner 

ADDENDUM 

Episcopal Trinity Church c/o General Treasurer 
PO Box 178 
Hughesville, MD 20637-0178 

Section 4: Location of Legal Description 

Charles County Property Tax Map 66, Grid 7, Parcel 92 

Section 7: Description 

Trinity Episcopal Church was first surveyed during the 1970's by J. Richard Rivoire. The site is 
virtually unchanged since the original field investigation. 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of Property _~3~.2_6~1_a~c~re~s~ 



CHAS-123 
TRINITY EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
Newport 
Private 

18th and 19th century 

A simple, rectangular, Flemish bond structure with later 

lancet arched windows and doors, Trinity Church was built in 

1756 to serve Trinity Parish established in 1744. A vestry house, 

built at the same time and no longer standing, was used as a 

school in the 1850's and among its students was William Wirt, 

the U. S. Attorney General who prosecuted Aaron Burr. Like many 

of the area's early Protestant churches, the original five bay 

building was altered in the nineteenth century. It was at this 

time that the roof was raised, the lancet arches, new windows 

and doors installed, and the interior completely renovated. In 

the 1920's and 30's a brick chancel, sanctuary, sacristry and choir 

room were added to the east end. 



MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST 

CHAS-123 

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY :'''.1 - :._n 1\i--£i.'1f\ · 
"• ,.;..._ -t°'.,"\\.r "-)11...1.tt· 

DNAME 
HISTORIC 

TRINITY CHURCH (Episcopal) 
ANO/OR COMMON 

IF)LOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER Northwest corner of junction of MD. Rte. 232 and 

DuBoise Road 
CITY, TOWN 

Newport X VICINITY OF 

STATE 

Maryland 

DcLASSIFICA TION 

CATEGORY 

_DISTRICT 

~UILDINGIS) 
_STRUCTURE 

_SITE 

_OBJECT 

OWNERSHIP 

_PUBLIC 

~PRIVATE 

STATUS 

.&ccUPIED 

_UNOCCUPIED 

_BOTH _WORK IN PROGRESS 

PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 
_IN PROCESS _XYES RESTRICTED 

_BEING CONSIDERED _YES UNRESTRICTED 

_NO 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

Episcopal Diocese of Washington 
STREET & NUMBER 

CITY, TOWN 

Washington, D. C. _ v1c1N1TY oF 

llLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC 

STREET & NUMBER 

CITY, TOWN 

II REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

DATE 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

1st 
COUNTY 

Charles 

PRESENT USE 

_AGRICULTURE 

_COMMERCIAL 

_MUSElJM 

__ PA~K 

_EDUCATIONAL _PRIVATE RESID~NCE 

_ENTERTAINMENT ~RELIGIOUS 
_GOVERNMENT _SCIENTIFIC 

_INDUSTRIAL 

_MILITARY 

Telephone #: 

_ TRANSPOR7 A TION 

_OTHER 

STATE ' Zl.p code 

Liber #: 
Folio #: 

STATE 

_FEDERAL -STATE _COUNTY _LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 

SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY, TOWN STATE 



II DESCRIPTION 

_EXCELLENT 

XEk>oD 

_FAIR 

CONDITION 

_DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_ UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

X_uNALTERED 

_ALTERED 

Cf/ "123 

CHECK ONE 

4-0RIGINAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE __ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Situated at a crossing of two early Charles County roads, Trinity 
Church is one of the areas more picturesque examples of eighteenth 
century ecclesiastical architecture. 

Facing west, the church is a rectangular, Flemish bond brick 
structure, five bays in length on both side elevations. Typical 
of other surviving examples of this architectural form in the 
county, the original window heads were later altered to their 
present lancet arched shape, both side walls were raised to their 
existing height by several courses of brick, and the standard side 
door--in this case occupying the middle bay of the south side-­
bricked in and a window installed in its place. A brick stove 
chimney, added in the nineteenth century, is located on the south 
side of the roof between the third and fourth bays. The west end 
has a centered, double leafed door with a window in the gable above. 
These openings appear to occupy original locations although the 
lancet arches of both are later. All of the windows frame leaded, 
diamond paned casement sash with dark, multi-coloured glass. The 
roof, which does not date before the early nineteenth century, is 
sheathed with slate shingles and has a wood framed open belfry at 
its west end. 

Later additions to the church include a sacristry, choir room and 
an extension of the sanctuary. All three sections were built early 
in this century. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



II SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD 

_PREHISTORIC 

_1400-1499 

_1500-1599 

_1600-1699 

~1700-1799 
~1800-1899 
_1900-

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

.....ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC 

.....ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC 

.....AGRICULTUR~ 

~RCHITECTURE 
.....ART 

_COMMERCE 

-COMMUNICATIONS 

SPECIFIC DATES 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

_COMMUNITY PLANNING 

-CONSERVATION 

-ECONOMICS 

-EDUCATION 

_ENGINEERING 

-EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT 

_INOUSTRY 

_INVENTION 

-LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

-LAW 

_LITERATURE 

_MILITARY 

-MUSIC 

_PHILOSOPHY 

_POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

cf.I'/ 23 

XRELIGION 

-SCIENCE 

_SCULPTURE 

-SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

_THEATER 

_TRANSPORTATION 

_OTHER (SPECIFY) 

A simple, rectangular, Flemish bond structure with later lancet 
arched windows and doors, Trinity Church was built in 1756 to 
serve Trinity Parish established in 1744. A vestry house, built 
at the same time and no longer standing, was used as a school in 
the 1850's and among its students was William Wirt, the U. S. 
Attorney General who prosecuted Aaron Burr. Like many of the area's 
early Protestant churches, the original five bay building was altered 
in the nineteenth century. It was at this time that the roof was 
raised, the lancet arches, new windows and doors installed, and the 
interior completely renovated. In the 1920's and 30's a brick 
chancel, sanctuary, sacristry and choir room were added to the 
east end. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



CH--123 
IJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

CONTINUE ON SE~ARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 

mJGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY--------

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME I TITLE 

J. Richard Rivoire, Consultant 
ORGANIZATION DATE 

Charles County Planning Department 
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE 

Charles County Courthouse 645-6537 
CITY OR TOWN STATE 

La Plata Maryland 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
( 301) 267-1438 

PS· 1108 
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Form 10-300 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
STATE: 41->.J 

(Dec. 1968) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE ~\£.\..\) - ,'I;' 

~· ?.· COUNTY : _u.,-
HATIOHAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 0 

INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY 

ENTRY NUMBER I OATE 

(Type all entries - complete applicable sections) I 
11. NAME 

COM.,.ON t TRil l 'IY C URC. (EPI SCOP U.) 

ANOI OR HISTORIC: 

12. LOCATION 
STREET ANC!' NUMBER: 

CITY OR TOVIN: 
I1cl'rJ?ort 

STATE I CODE I COUNTY: 
Chnrl es I COOE 1 !"'Ir] f'ITld 

I I I 
IJ. CLASSIFICATION 

~-

CATEGORY I OWNFRSHIP STATUS 
ACCESSIBLE 

(Check On•) TO THE PUBLIC 

Dis trict [J Building pc: Public a Public Acquisition: Occupied 8 Yes: 

Site D Structure D Private [] In Process D Unoccupied 0 Restricted 0 
Both ~ Being Considered c Preaervotion work Unrestr icted ~ Object D In progrus 0 No: D 

PRESENT USE (Check One or More ea Appropriate) 

Agriculturol D Government D Park 0 Transportation D Comments D 
Commerciol 0 Industrial D Private Residence 0 Other (Specify) c 
Educotionol 0 t.hhtory 0 Rel.g1ous e9 
Entertoinment 0 Museum D Scientific 0 

14. OWNER OF PROPERTY 
OWN E.RS NAME: 

Lr i nity Par ish 
STl'IEET ANO NUMBER: 

Cl TV OR TOWN: I STAT£· I COOE . _, 
i1ar;rl an I .. ' 

Js. LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSt, REGISTRY OF DEEDS ETC: 

~ tt.L"'5 \.IOUn"t;y vourc ousc 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

CITY OR TOWN : I ST.A TE I COOE .. .. ~ ..__ 
lia.ryl..md I . .. 

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATEO PROPERTY: 

j6. ~EPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITL.E OF SURVEY 

CATE OF SURI/EV : Federol .., Sto•• '.:] County 0 Loco I 0 
DEPOSITORY FOR SURI/EV RECOROS: 

STRli:ET AND NUMBER: 

CITY OR TOWN: rTATE: I COOE >---
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c 1-/- J 23 
1. DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION 
Excellent :EJ Goocl 0 Fair 0 

(Cho cl< One) 

Oetoriarated 0 Ruin• O Unexposed 0 
(Check One) 

Altered 0 Unaltered e£l 
(Check One) 

Moved 0 Original Site e:J INTEGRITY 

DESCRIBE TH E PRESENT ANO ORIGI NAL (It known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Trinity C1urch is a one. storey brick >uildillG that 
ru> r cc.ntly b- n "'\ti 1 c nt::t.7 "restore : 1'ho interior c ntuins 

n l ... yout co posed of n center isle flnnkcd by o en t ood pews . 
'l'hc ccilin is op n to the roof ridge c.i.-posin cli:ilinz timbers 
and the wi.ndows nre diaoond plllled , solid colored, en lc~de • 
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($. -' SJGtUFICAHCE t..\ ~. t"•- ... 

?ERIOO (Checl< One OT More ea Appropriate) 

Pre-Columbian 0 16th Century 0 18th Century 

15th Century D 17th Century 0 19th Century 

SPECIFIC OATElsl (lf Appllcable and Known) 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Checl< Ono OT More ea Appropriate) 

Abar iginal Education 0 Polltlc:al 

Prehiotaric D Enginaering 0 Religion/ Phi· 

Historic 0 Industry 0 lasophy 

Agriculture 0 Invention D Science 

Art 0 Landscape Sculptura 

Commerce D Archl lee: tu re 0 Sac-ial/ Humon-

Commu,,1colions D Literature 0 ltorion 

Conservation D Military D Theater 

Music 0 Tronsportotlon 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE ( Include PereanttQea, Dates, Event$, Etc.) 

(_ -1:2-3 

~ 20th Century 0 
0 

0 Urbon Planning 0 
Other (Spnclfy) D 

0 
0 
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0 
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.-1C\ C/4 -123 
9. MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPH ICAL REFERENCES ~. \'\- ' ·-

10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
---

L.ATITUOE ANO L.ONGITUOE COOROINATES 0 
L.A Tl TUOE ANO L.ONGI TUOE CCOROINA TES 

OEFINING A RECT.ANGL.E L.OCATING THE PROPERTY OEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY 

R OF L.EsS THAN ON~ ACRE 

CORNER L.ATITUOE LON GI TU OE 1..A Tl TUOE L.ONGITUOE 

De9rees Minutes Seconds Oe9rees Minutes Seconds Devrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds 

NW 0 . . 0 . . 0 . 0 . . 
NE 0 . . 0 . . 
SE 0 . 0 . . 
SW 0 . 0 . . 

LIST AL.L. STATES ANO COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERL.APPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNOARIES 

STATE; COOE COUNTY COOE 

STATE: COOE COUNTY: COOE 

STATE: COO£ COUNTY: COO£ 

STATE: COOE COUNTY: COOE 

IH. FORM PREPARED BY 
NAME ANO TITLE. 

J . RichPrd l!ivni re. 
ORGANIZATION IOATE 

r ·rvl nnd <istoricnl Tr11st 
STREET ANO NUMBER; 

Rm: 1704 
CITY OR TOWN: STATE COOE 

' l ' ., "'.~· , • (1 

12. STATE LIAISON OFFICER CERTIFICA'l ION NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION 

As the dt!s1gnated State Lta1son Officer for the Na· 
I herebv certify that this property u; included in Lhe 

lional lhstoric Preservation Act of 1966 (Pubhc Law 

89-665), I hert!by nominate this property for inclusion National Register. 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 

evaluated according to the criteria a nd procewres set 

forth by the Nauonal Park Service. The recommended 
C hief, OUlce of Archeoloay and Historic Preservation 

level of s1gn1.licance of this nom1nation is· 

National 0 Sl&te 0 Local 0 

Date 

N"ltne 
ATTEST: 

Title 

Keeper of The National Register 

Date Date 
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CHAS-123 
TRINITY aruRCHJ View From 
N.W. J.R.Rivoire. 1978 









CHAS-123 
TRINITY' OIURCH; View From 
s.w. J.R.Rivoire, 1978 


