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l.JNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

FOftNPS USE ONLY 

I\.. lONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
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INVENTORY,.. NOMINATION FORM 6A~i~iE#~l>i '\ ...... . 

SEE INSTRUCTIONS IN HOW TO COMPLETE NATIONAL REGISTER FORMS 
TYPE ALL ENTRIES -- COMPLETE APPLICABLE SECTIONS 

DNAME 
HISTORIC 

Betty's Delight 
AND/OR COMMON 

Betty's Delight 

EILOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

Rose Hill Road 
CITY. TOWN 

Port Tobacco 
STATE 

Maryland 
DcLAsSIFICATION 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP 
_DISTRICT _PUBLIC 

X-BUILDING(S) _PRIVATE 

_STRUCTURE _BOTH 

_VICINITY OF 

CODE 

24 

STATUS 

.x_ocCUPIED 

_UNOCCUPIED 

_WORK IN PROGRESS 

_SITE . PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 
_OBJECT _IN PROCESS _xYES: RESTRICTED 

_BEING CONSIDERED - YES: UNRESTRICTED 

_NO 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

~aines S. Ward and Mary Ann Ward 
STREET & NUMBER 

Rose Hill Road, Box 305 
CITY.TOWN 

Port Tobacco _ VICINITY OF 

llLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC. Charles County Courthouse. 
STREET & NUMBER 

Charles Street 
CITY. TOWN 

r.apl ata 
0REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 

TITLE 

DATE 

_NOT FOR PUBLICATION 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

Fourth 
COUNTY 

Charles 
CODE 

017 

PRE~ENTUSE 

--AGRICULTURE -MUSEUM 

-COMMERCIAL _PARK 

X..EDUCATIONAL _PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

_ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS 

_GOVERNMENT _SCIENTIFIC 

_INDUSTRIAL 

__MILITARY 

_TRANSPORTATION 

_OTHER: 

STATE 

Maryland 20677 

STATE 

Maryland 

_FEDERAL _$TATE _COUNTY -LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 
SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY.TOWN STATE 
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B DESCRIPTION 

_EXCELLENT 

_GOOD 

_FAIR 

CONDITION 

_DETERIORATED 

_ RUINS 

_UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_UNALTERED 

--ALTERED 

r · f c" < LI -- ' -, ._ '-Tl 1,_/ .... ...J 

CHECK ONE 

_ORIGINAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE __ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Betty's Delight is located on the west side of a lane that 
connects Maryland Route 6 on the south with Rose Hill Road to the 
north, north of Port Tobacco, Maryland. 

Betty's Delight is a frame, one and one-half story house on a 
stone foundatron with an addition at each gable end. The original 
center section is 36 feet by 16 feet, divided into two rooms, one 
15'4" long, the other 19'2" long. The corner posts measure 6" x 10" 
while the framing and beams measure 6" x 8" held together with wooden 
pins. The exterior walls were originally made of hand-sawed boards. 
Because of their deteriorated condition, they were replaced in 1954. 
The interior walls were finished in vertical hand-sawed boards. A 
loft exists above supported by 6" x 4" beams. Access is gained by a 
stair in the southwest corner of the entrance room. A fieldstone 
chimney with a brick stack exists on the exterior of the east gable 
end. 

There is a batten door on the center of the north facade. Two 
original interior batten doors remain. 

In 1956 a one and one-half story addition was made to each gable 
end. 

A cemetery exists on a knoll to the west of the house'. The only 
visible tombs_tone is for Thomas Howe Ridgate, who died on June 24, 
1789, at the age of three. 



El SIGNIFICANCE 

moo AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

_PREHISTORIC 

_1400-1499 

_1500-1599 

_1600-1699 

_1700-1799 

_1800-1899 

_1900. 

-ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC 

-ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC 

-AGRICULTURE 

-ARCHITECTURE 

-ART 

_COMMERCE 

-COMMUNICATIONS 

SPECIFIC DATES 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

_COMMUNITY PLANNING _LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

_CONSERVATION _LAW 

_ECONOMICS _LITERATURE 

-EDUCATION _MILITARY 

_ENGINEERING -MUSIC 

-EXPL.ORATION/SETTL.EMENT _PHIL.OSOPHY 

__INDUSTRY _POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

__INVENTION 

BUILDER/ ARCHITECT 

_RELIGION 

_SCIENCE 

_SCUL.PTURE 

- ! c:: ) 
i _,_J 

_SOCIAVHUMANITARIAN 

_THEATER 

_TRANSPORTATION 

_OTHER (SPECIFY) 

Between 1676 and 1777, Bettys' Delight was associated with and 
was the home of the family of John Hanson, First President of the 
United States in Congress ~ssembled. 

Thomas Corker obtained a patent of 150 acres on the Betty's 
Delight tract in 1671. His house, one of the earliest in Maryland, 
is believed to have been built circa 1671-1675, as the dwelling 
which was cited in Corker's will, written November 17, 1676. Corker 
died shortly after composing the will. He also acquired in 1668 the 
unique distinction in the Province's early legal history of being one 
of two men found guilty of "manslaughte:-.:~bymisadventure.", In 1668, 
Corker was indicted, tried, found guilty, sentenced and pardoned 
for "Manslaughter by misadventure" for shooting dead one Richard 
Turner, asleep in Clement Theobald's woodpile. Witnesses in the 
indictment were Clement Theobald and his wife, Mary, Corker's future 
father and mother-in-law. Clement Theobald was also on the jury that 
tried and then pardoned Corker. , 

At the time Corker obtained Betty's Delight in 1671, he also 
was granted patents for Corker's Hogghole (100 acres) and Planter's 
Delight (100 acres), which were tracts contiguous to Betty's Delight. 

John Hanson, the grandfather of John Hanson, President (1781-2) 
of the United States in Congress Assembled, acquired the dwelling 
and 100 acres of Betty's Delight in 1676. He willed it to his son, 
Colonel Robert Hanson, who acquired the property in 1713. 

Colonel Robert Hanson established his seat at Betty's Delight. 
He held his first public office of significance as early as 1716 
when he was High Sheriff of Charles County. He was Justice of the 
peace in 1724. 

The will of Robert Hanson was dated April 5, 1746, and proved 
in Charles County on September 27, 1748 by Edmund Porteus, Samuel 
Hanson, Jr., and Daniel of St. Thomas Jenifer. Robert, the youngest 
son, received Betty's Delight, the dwelling plantation of 100 acres. 
When he died a bachelor in Charles County, ~e left the property to 
his sister Violetta, who died a spinster in 1786. 

Violetta Hanson, although willing Betty's Delight to her nephew 
Gerrald Fowke, gave it to him before her death. Fowke sold the 
property to Gustavus Richard Brown, with settlement running from 
1774-1777. 

While there is no record of how he obtained it, unless given 
by his sister Elizabeth, Thomas Corker's widow, John Theobald 
acquired 50 acres of the original Betty's Delight tract, which he 

• 
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l)MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES - --> -4, 

Patents, Maryland Hall of Records, Annapolis, Maryland 
Land Records, Charles County Courthouse, La Plata, Maryland 
Charles County Register of Wills, Charles County Courthouse, La Plata, 

11aryland. 
Skordas, Gust. ·The· Ea:rl~ Settlers of Maryland. Baltimore: Geneological 

Publishing Co., 196 . 

IIJGEOGRAPHICALDATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY __ 9_a_c_r_e_s __ _ 
UTM REFERENCES 

Ali_j I I I I I I l , 1 BL_j I I , I I I I I I I 
ZONE EASTING NORTHING 

cli.Jll,!1 1,·1,1 
ZONE EASTING 

ol.i.Jll,I 
NORTHING 

I I I I I I 
VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PR9PERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE 

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME/TITLE 

Mr, James s. Ward 
ORGANIZATION DATE 

Jo/75 
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE 

Rase Htll Bead, Bax 305 
STATE CITY OR TOWN 

[BSTATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION 
THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS: 

NATIONAL_ STATE __ LOCAL __ 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-665). I 

hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated according to the 
criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service. 

STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER SIGNATURE· 

TITLE 
Historic Preservation Officer 

DATE 

FOR NPS USE ONLY . • 

I HER EBY CERTtFY J'HAT.THIS PROPERT'( 1$ INCLUDED IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

DATE 

DATE 

,;po e9z. 453 
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LiNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

10NAL REGISTER OF IIlSTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY.-- NOMINATION FORM 

Betty's Delight 
Charles County 

FOR NPS USE ONLY 

RECEIVED 

DATE ENTERED 

CONTINUATION SHEET ITEM NUMBER 8 1 g PAGE 1 

#8 
willed to his son William in 1712. This part of Betty's Delight 
was sold by Pryor Theobald to James Key in 1772. In 1778, James 
Key sold the acreage to Gustavus Richard Brown of Rose Hill. 

#9 
Newman, Marry Wright. Charles County Gentry. Washington, D. C., 1940. 
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-A44rc9a poe:r •oe•cscoo .PWT:ft3 COlJNTY, IABYI,ANP 
Stato. county, \ovnehi.p, 1ocalitJ, atrc~t a4dr<"ll or location 

• 

Prnf"11t Own"r (gi"tC a4dr£'aa)MR. &: MRS. IRA C. COWIE• PORT TQBACCO, Mp. 

Pr"• ·'"'!lt Occm>ant _____ KR=.:::.:.• _;&:::....:MRS:::.::.•:-..:I:.:RA~...;:C:..:•:-..;::C;..;:O;.;;WI;.::;:E~·--------

h1et Statrmrnt of Significance (h1ator1ce.l): Land Patent to Thomas 
Corker, planter, 1n 1671. (Roae Hill Plat, Land O!!ice, 
Hall or Records, Annapolis, Md. . . 

"'P.TSICAl RIST~~! )All at~tcm·nta wh~ll br. dOCW!'l"nt~d) 

Original !S.n.C!. aubar"u"nt 0'111\"'rB Thomas Corker, Clement 1'ileobold, 
John Hanson, Col. Robert Hanson, -Robert Hanson (•on), 
Violetta Hanson, Girard Fowke, Dr. Guatavus Brown 

DB.tr: of n-rction Between 1671 _ 1675 

Archit~ct Unknown 

lhiildcr, 8U1)Tl11crs, etc, Unknown 

. -···· .. 

. ·0r1g1n~l plans, conatru.ction. etc. Unknown 

Jl'ot,..6 on ·alt'"'ration~ and adc"itions• Origiria.l 5 room frame dwelling 
intact except for restoration or inside walls, floors, 

.•ome windows, roof, new clapboard on Qutaide over old 
walls. t'wo wings consiat1rig of' 5 rooms e4ded. Ol·d .. chim
neys repaired and a duplicate of old atone and brick 
fireplace cb1aney added to new wing. Old fireplace mantles 
installed as original were gone. 
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HIS'l'ORICAL Jlfnn'S oonmrm Wl!H STRUC'l'URI See attached paper •a1stor1-
cal. ·~·. .. · :·. ~ .. _ ... -..,. . - ·-·.:..:· .... .,.~~ .. ~ "- --- .. --:·...--.,.... ._ .. __ 

---~~·~·-·--··-·----~-

.. ~-£----- ... 

- __ .,..;......4 __ , ---- "'· ··-- -·-- ... ._ .• ..., • ~---~ ~ ~-- -~i..~~- ~~ .. ••• ............. ...,..__ -- :-·-· ·- . 

Importa.."'.t old news 
-<with location) 

BONE 

~ ,..._., '"·• ... - f,,. • c •• 

- - ________ ..,.,. .. - . .... 

Sources of infor-.tion La Plata Court houee, La Plata, Maryland, 
(with location) Hall or Records, Annapolis:;: Mar1l&nd. 

Lilcel.7 sources not )"et inTea ti gated 

Library of Congress - Collection of Port Tobacco papers 

Prepared bT. Mr. & Mre. Ira C. Cowie 

Date March 19. 1964. 

"IISTBUCTIONS JOR IX>cbdibficm 
Published references: GiTe author'• f'ull Dame,- exact title from title 
page (underlined), publisher, 1>lace of publication, d11te, page references. 
Manu.acript references: Give location of manusctint and note if long
hand or t10ed. Cite •from,• •to,• da'te, etc. 
Interviews: If information came from a l>eraonal inter,riew, give complete 
name and addreaa of informant. 

COl'TnnJATIOJS: An;s of \he 111bo··e entrit-s •aT be continued on additional 
8hePt1. Jllcact tranacri"Dts in ruotee from l)ertinent doCUJ!lent1 are 
ttsT>ecially welcomed ae &1)">E!?ldices or otherwise. 
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BABS-JD DC 
J'orm 2C 
YII.28.19.59 msTORtC AMlltlCAfi :BUILDINGS SURVlCf .. ·~--·-· 

Architect'• Work Sheet tor "Photo-data :aooa• (P&l't'SI) 

Betty's Delight. Port Tobacco. Charle• County, 1lar1land. 
DaDO of dructure 

Two * 
aumbor at •\or1e1 

etate. county,. ~•hip, locality. etc, 

(Original part) 
Inside-Vertical Heavy Panel, Outside-Vertical Board.a, 

tn>e wall conatructifn 1&70ut -Between walia- construction • 
• 

GSD.U. ftJ.nali'I 
ArehitectuM.l interest and merit Open ce111nge vith very v1de boards, 

showing old oak beams. Large atone and brick tire place. Stone 
foundation. 

Condition of fabric 

Excellent 
PEl'AILED Dl!SCBIPTIOlT 
OYe~ll 4emenaiona 

Poundations Stone, 

Wall constrt¥:t1on 

zrrmIOR 
Original dimensions - 35 X 24 tee'~ 
Present " - 92 X 42 " • 

As stated above • 

Porches, ataO'l)s, bulkheads, etc. Small rront stoop, terrace in rear. 

Chimneys Lower nalt - ltQne, upper halt old brick. 

Openings - doo~,.a and doora The original tront door or thick oak 
with slanted lattice work on front, backed by heavy 
batten construction: Two original inside batten doors, 
and old wooden lock housing. 
windows and ehuttere 
Some original very amall narrow a·and §pane windo~s. 
Shutters not original 

- Root - eh&ue, COTering Borth aide or house, has 2 •mall •0;11» dormerf5. 
J ~~~~-,-~P~P~'not known 

- ~· • ..aomtce~ .~v~• Eaves ~urved sl~ghtly upwaAzod. 

d.ormcra, capol.&e 



IFT:ERIOR 
c~-1S3· 

Floor 'Dle.na (by floor) 2 nd fl. 2 bedrooms, 2 loft rooms. 
l at tl. Living room, library, den, dining room, kitc~en, 2 bed-
rooms, and at ore room. · 

Stainnys One small narrow vi~1ng at~rva1. \: ... _· ~ 

!':::1\ .. 

J'looring Wide pine boards over original wide boards which were 
uneven. 

Vall anc1 cei~ing 1'1nish ___ Plast~r and_ wood, oak beams. 
-~ ,"'J. ~ .... 

Doorways and doors freviously ans~er~d. 

'l'rim Outside white with black shutters. 

Bardva.re Original hardware gone, except tor one vooden door lock. 

Lighting Electric. 

Heating (fire'Places, atovee, Four t'ire places, w1 th central heati~. • 
central, etc. ) O 

Orientation (by co~sa reading 
and general setting) 

l!bclosures (fences, etc.) None. 

Outbuildings Garden house, garage. 

Walks, driveways, etc. 

Front ~ north. 

I.e.ndsca~ing, gardens, etc. Boxwood, various shrubs, plants, many trees. 

Pre-pa.red by Mr. & Mrs, Ira C. Cowie 

Date March 19, 1964 

COHTilVUATIONS: J.ny of the above entries may be couti'Dlled on additional 
sheets. 
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"HISTORICAL'' 

An old surveyors stone (these markers located before 1705 see para
graph below) with the Roman numeral Vll cut on its northern side is 
standing were it wae unearthed, at the entrance lane. From old land 
office records in the La Plata court house, and The Hall ot Records, 
Annapolis, Md, a re-survey was found made in May 28, 1784, tor Dr. 
Gustavus Brown by Theo. Hanson, surveyor. Here in was mentioned early 
surveyors stones that were set in the earth and marked trom 11 to xx. 
(Twenty stones) Starting from point A at the head of Port Tobacco Brook. 
Along with this re-survey was a carefully drawn map with the legends, 
angles, and perches between the stonee. 

A 1705 survey map shows two of these stones numbered Vl and Vll on 
the southern boundary lin~ of Habre De Venture and Betty's Delight. 
It was apparent that this boundary line had ~-changed through out 
all the intervenin~ years. The uncovered surveyors stone at the en
trance is about 36 long by 12" wide and 8" thick with the numeral 
Vll chiseled on the northern side. At the top of the stone is a hole 
about 4'' deep which was no doubt used to hold a stick with a cloth on 
the end, so it could readily be seen through the thick woods for more 
accurate surveying. It was then possible to locate and tie in stone 
Vll on the 1784 re-survey map and the location of Betty's Delight was 
established. Research on Betty's Delight brought to light that it 
was an original patent to Thomas Corker in 1671. (Rose dill Plat- Hall 
of Records, Annapclis Lana Office.) 

(rhomas Corkers Will - Dated Nov. 17, 1676. Hall of Records, Liber 5, Folio 
289, Annapolis, Md.) He leaves most of his estate to his wife "El1za
bett.''- hence the name "Betty's Delight." It is believed Thomas Corker 
built the houEe because in a deed da'fed 1675 on January 11th- (Hall o~ 
Records, Annapolis, Liber F, #1, Folio 116) Thomas Corker sells 150 
acres to Jchn Hanson. Mentioned in the will are- house, gardens, orc
hards, buildings, etc. 

Thomas Corker also sold part of Betty's Delight to Clement Theobold 
(no record) because in a deed dated Jube 8th, 1675 (Liber F-#1-Folic 
106, Court house, La Plata.) Clement Theobold sells it back to Thomas 
Corker saying it once belonged to said Thomas Corker. 

John Hanson leaves Betty's Delight to his son Col. Robert Hanson in 
1712. In 1748 Col. Robert Hanson dies and leaves Betty's Delight 
"Dwelling Plantation" to his youngest son- Robert Hanson. 

In a will dated April 28, 1765 (Hall Of Records- Liber 37- Folio 89) 
Robert Hanson leaves Betty's Belight lCC acres (left him in the will <:! 
his father, Robert Hanson, deceased) also 69 acres of Chandlers Hills, 
lCO acres cf Corkers Hog Hole, to his sister Violetta Ha~eon. It also 
aentioned Lots, etc, "During her life.'' After her decease I give!ttP _ 
and devise all the afor,rsaid lots and lands to my beloved nephew
Girard Fowke, son of Grard Fowke and Sarah Fowke. Girard Fowke Sr. 
had married a daughter~of Robert Hanson Sr. On Februaey 8th, 177C, 
Violetta Hanson inhherite this. She died a spinster in 1786. 

Girard apparently 5ot this land from his Aunt before her death because 
on May 18th. 1774 (La Plata Court House- Liber S- #3- Folio 586) Girard 
Fowke sells Corkers Hog Hole, Betty's Delight, and Chandlers Hills to 
Dr. Gustavus Brown. Cn the 11th cf June 1783 Dr. Brown had the whole 
tract eurveyed and reduced the whole into "one entire tract now called 
Rose Hill.'' Crtose Hill Plat- Hall of Records- Land Office, Annapolis~ 



-.k-t•- 'N,.,,. C.o.«\o" Je.,,..~~ t. ... b"..-j 
~ ~~\.Y '-\ ~0~~ \'\\\\ , 

Thus, the name Betty's Delight lost its identity until purchased'tand 
restored in 1953 by the present owners. 

An old, brick walled cemetery (now level with the ground) is te!aa 
located in the woods west or the house. There is one large tombstone 
and the 1nscr1pt1on tells the sad story ot a mother and father's 
griet over the death ot their child. "Thomas Howe R1dgate, son of 
Thomas Howe R1dgate and Elizabeth, his wite, Who departed this lite 
the 24th of June, 1789, aged 3 yrs, 9 months, 17 days.M 

CN ~153 
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Bet ty ' s Delight (Charles County ) 

home of Mr . & Mrs. James s. Ward 

c '1- \ 53 
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