
CH-160 
Hanson Hill (site) 
Pomfret vie. 
Private 

late 17th century 
late 19th century 

Hanson Hill was described in a 1970 survey as a "large rambling Victorian dwelling 

(one room comprised the original dwelling of the Hanson family ... ). The gable roof ran 

north to south and was broken by interior chimneys in three places. A rear or west wing 

addition had a gable roof and a one-story porch and interior chimney centered on its north 

wall. 

Hanson Hill was destroyed by fire in 1969. The site was investigated in 1970 by J. 

Richard Rivoire. At that time, the house was described as ruinous. However, several 

"interesting" outbuildings were still intact at that time. In addition, the surveyor noted a 

small Hanson family cemetery located south of the house and enclosed by an iron fence. 

Local tradition asserts that a portion of the house that once stood on the site was 

the late 17th century dwelling of the prominent Hanson family. The property was later 

acquired by Walter H.J. Mitchell from Elizabeth Caroline Margaret Bell Hanson Clagett and 

her husband, William Harrison Clagett around 1853. John H. Mitchell, a prominent Charles 

County lawyer, lived on the property circa 1865. 



MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST Inventory No. CH-160 
MD INVENTORY OF HISTORIC PROPERTIES 

1. Name of Property 

historic name --=-H..,,a""n.......,.s"""'o"'-n..__.H....,..i_,,,l'"""l~----------------------
common/ other name Green Hill; Hanson; Mitchell Farm 

2. Location 

street & number ______________ not for publication 
city or town La Plata vicinity x_ state Maryland code MD 
county Charles code 017 zip code 

3. State/Federal Agency Certification 

4. National Park Service Certification 

5. Classification 

Ownership of Property (Check all that apply) 
_x_ private 

public-local 
public-State 
public-Federal 

Category of Property (Check only one box) 
building(s) 
district 

_x_ site 
structure 
object 

Number of Resources within Property 
Contributing Noncontributing 

N/A 

N/A 

_o_ _o_ buildings 
_1_ _o_ sites 
_o_ _o_ structures 
_o_ _o_ objects 
_1_ _o_ Total 

Is this property listed in the National Register? 
Yes Name of Listing 
No _x_ 



MARYLAND INVENTORY OF HISTORIC PROPERTIES 
CONTINUATION SHEET 

6. Function or Use 

Inventory No. 

Historic Functions (Enter categories from instructions) 

CH-160 

Cat: DOMESTIC Sub: Single dwelling 

Current Functions (Enter categories from instructions) 
Cat: ~N'-'--"A~~~~~~~~~~~~~ Sub: 

7. Description 

Architectural Classification (Enter categories from instructions) 
Victorian 

Materials (Enter categories from instructions) 
foundation 
roof side gable 
walls ~f~r~a=m==e'--~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
other 

Narrative Description (Describe the historic and current condition 
of the property.) 

See Continuation Sheet No. 7-1 



MARYLAND INVENTORY OF HISTORIC PROPERTIES 
CONTINUATION SHEET Inventory No. CH-160 

8. Statement of Significance 

Applicable National Register Criteria (Mark "x" in one or more 
boxes for the criteria qualifying the property for National 
Register listing) 

A 

B 

c 

_X_ D 

Property is associated with events that have made a 
significant contribution to the broad patterns of 
our history. 

Property is associated with the lives of persons 
significant in our past. 

Property embodies the distinctive characteristics 
of a type, period, or method of construction or 
represents the work of a master, or possesses high 
artistic values, or represents a significant and 
distinguishable entity whose components lack 
individual distinction. 

Property has yielded, or is likely to yield 
information important in prehistory or history. 

Criteria Considerations (Mark "X" in all the boxes that apply.) 

A owned by a religious institution or used for 
religious purposes. 

B 

c 

_X_ D 

E 

F 

G 

removed from its original location. 

a birthplace or a grave. 

a cemetery. 

a reconstructed building, object, or structure. 

a commemorative property. 

less than 50 years of age or achieved significance 
within the past 50 years. 



MARYLAND INVENTORY OF HISTORIC PROPERTIES 
CONTINUATION SHEET Inventory No. 

Areas of Significance (Enter categories from instructions) 
ARCHAEOLOGY 
FUNERARY 

Period of Significance Late 17th Century 
Late 19th Century 

Significant Dates 

CH-160 

Significant Person (Complete if Criterion B is marked above) 
Hanson family (17th-18th Century) 

Cult ura 1 Af f i 1 i at ion __,,U=n=d=e=f-=i=n=e,,,_d=-------------

Architect /Builder __,,U=n=k=n=o~w=n~-------------

Narrative Statement of Significance (Explain the significance of 
the property.) 

See Continuation Sheet No. 8-1 



CU-Ito 
=================================================================== 
9. Major Bibliographical References 
=================================================================== 
(Cite the books, articles, legal records, and other sources used in 
preparing this form.) 

Brown, Jack D., et al. Charles County, Maryland, A History. Charles 
County Bicentennial Committee, 1976. 

Klapthor, Margaret Brown. The History of Charles County, Maryland. 
La Plata, MD: Charles County Tercentenary, Inc., 1958. 

=================================================================== 
10. Geographical Data 
=================================================================== 
Acreage of Property 231.8 acres 

Verbal Boundary Description (Describe the boundaries of the 
property.) 

The Hanson Hill property is designated as Parcel 1 on Map 32, Grid 
4 on the Charles County Property Map. 

Boundary Justification (Explain why the boundaries were selected.) 

Hanson Hill has been associated with Parcel 1, Map 32 since its 
construction. 

11. Form Prepared By 

name/title Kathryn Gettings Smith. Architectural Historian 
organization Charles County Planning Dept. date December 1998 
street & number P.O. Box B telephone 301-645-0689 
city or town La Plata state __l1IL zip code 20646 

12. Property Owner 

name Allan P. Clagett. Jr .. et al. c/o John D. Mitchell 
street & number P.O. Box W telephone 301-934-9386 
city or town La Plata state MD zip code 20646 



MARYLAND INVENTORY OF HISTORIC PROPERTIES 
CONTINUATION SHEET Inventory No. CH-160 

Section 7 Page __ l_ Hanson Hill 
name of property 
Charles County. Maryland 

county and state 
=================================================================== 

Hanson Hill was described in a 1970 survey as a "large rambling 
Victorian dwelling (one room comprised the original dwelling of the 
Hanson family ... ) . The gable roof ran north to south and was 
broken by interior chimneys in three places. A rear or west wing 
addition had a gable roof and a one-story porch and interior 
chimney centered on its north wall. 

The Hanson family cemetery stood near the house and was enclosed by 
an iron fence. Many of the headstones were covered with vegetation 
or had been removed at the time of the initial survey. 

The surveyor also noted several "interesting outbuildings," and the 
"magnificent view of [the] Port Tobacco Valley." 



MARYLAND INVENTORY OF HISTORIC PROPERTIES 
CONTINUATION SHEET Inventory No. CH-160 

Section 8 Page 1 Hanson Hill 
name of property 

Charles County. Maryland 
county and state 

Hanson Hill was destroyed by fire in 1969. The site was 
investigated in 1970 by J. Richard Ri voire. At that time, the 
house was described as ruinous. However, several "interesting" 
outbuildings were still intact at that time. In addition, the 
surveyor noted a small Hanson family cemetery located south of the 
house and enclosed by an iron fence. 

Local tradition states that a portion of the house that once stood 
on the site was the late 17th century dwelling of the prominent 
Hanson family. The property was later acquired by Walter H.J. 
Mitchell from Elizabeth Caroline Margaret Bell Hanson Clagett and 
her husband, William Harrison Clagett around 1853. John H. 
Mitchell, a prominent Charles County lawyer, lived on the property 
circa 1865. 



MARYLAND INVENTORY OF HISTORIC PROPERTIES 
CONTINUATION SHEET Inventory No. CH-160 

HISTORIC CONTEXT: 

Geographic Organization: 

Hanson Hill 
name of property 

Charles County. Maryland 
county and state 

Western Shore 

Chronological/Development Period {s) : 

Rural Agrarian 
1680-1815 
Industrial/Urban 
1930 

Intensification, 

Dominance, 1870-

Prehistoric/Historic Period Theme {s) : 

RESOURCE TYPE{S) 

Category: 

Historic Environment: 

Historic Function {s) : 

Known Design Source: 

ARCHITECTURE 

Site 

Rural 

DOMESTIC/Single dwelling 
FUNERARY/Cemetery 

Unknown 
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Form 10-300 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOk~~ STATE: 

(Dec. 1968) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE ~ 

~t) COUNTY' 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES -5'_.y~ 
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM .._ FOR NPS USE ONLY 

ENTRY NUMBER I DATE 
(Type all entries - complete applicable sections) I 

J1. NAME ' ,,,; ... , . ' 

COMMON' 

HAJ.Y~,V rt1u.... > bf2Ee,.V t11u....' \.-lA J\JSO..V 
ANDI OR HISTORIC: 

f~. LOCATION 
s'TREET AND NUMBER: 

" MPtt?-Sf"+AU-S l.:6~~ ~C>. 
CITY OR TOWN: 

\...-A PIATA (_~. PoM~'ZET) 
STATE I CODE' jcoUNTV: I CODE 

. M.D. I I CHAS . I 
13. CLASSIFICAT10N 

V) 
CATEGORY 

OWNFRSHIP 
(Check One) 

STATUS 
ACCESSIBLE 

TO THE PUBLIC 
z 
0 

District D Bui I ding Er' Public a Public Acquisition: Occupied D Yes: 

Site D Structure D Private B" In Process D Unoccupied gi.- Restricted D 

t- 0 
Both 0 Being Considered c Preservotion work Unrestricted 0 Object In progress 0 8 No: 

r u l"RESEN T USE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

:::> 

~ 

t-
V) 

Agriculturol D Government D Park 0 Transportation D Comments . .f3" 
Commorclol D Industrial 0 Private Residence ~ Other (Specify) D ct;¥ Educotionol 0 Military 0 Rel~ious 0 
Ef\tertoinment 0 Museum 0 Sc i.entific 0 

z 14. OWNER OF PROPE~TY 
OWNERS NAME: 

w 
(1 d,. '7i:-...J.::...fl.A-L >-1-~1 es") "'AAJ /\A ,+/.l .. e'-' _ ~ 

STREE'T AND NUMBER: 

w 
V) Ct TY OR TOWN • 

15TATEMD, I CODE .. 
Pl.4·TA· 

-i 

t,f\ I ,.. 
-t 

JS. l.Or.t..T''"' .... nF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
I'll 

r- • ~OURTHO~REGISTRY OF DE EDS, ETC : 

/ i;..IAt; • 1.,,.... 
STREET ANO NUMBER: 

CITY OR TOWN: I STATE I CODE n 

L-A- PJrt(A 
0 

/\Al') I c 
z 

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED l"ROPERTY: -i 
~ 

16· ~EfSRESE"NTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE OF SURVEY: 

DATE OF SURVEY: Federol n Stole 0 County D Loco I D I'll z 
DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS: ... ,, 

ll 0 ~ 

'° z z STREET AND NUMBER : c "II ?: "' Ill c 1'11 
ll "' CITY OFt TOWN 1 rTATE: I CODE >---- - m 

0 
I 0 z ,. 

r 
-t -< 

0 ~ 
!Tl 



cu -/60 
[7. DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION 
Excellent 0 

(Ched< One) 

Good 0 Foir 0 Ruins ~ Unexpo1ecl 0 Deteriorated 0 

Altered 
INTEGRITY 

(Check One) 

12( Unaltered 0 I Moved 0 
(Check One) 

Original Site go/' 
DESCRIBE THE PRESENT ANO ORIGINAL (If b>own) PHYSICAL APP EARANCE 

C)('l}r;t. A 'A ·~be: v A IU.\3L. 11\)b Vt£.. IOfG.1 .ortJ DU.:C-UA ~ 
( btVE' l~A + CDMP~ St:;.. c:> M-t e:. b(2.1 b t ~~t- !::> ~ L.U-1\l'"Cr 

bf- It HAJ\J"SU)I\ tAll.l ''-Y ( )~lA~ HAAJ"Sc~ )I, 
~ ~Dbt. /ZAN tJ- $ 11.0t'frl ltJT"c~IOZ,. l:..rt1MC\.l"E:y 
'6R.€At:l~ ~f- I 1 N"E.. l..V 3 ~L'°-· C:...~~» Pt 1~.A;;R
lt-U) lOIAnr ."~"' f'Z.o?>f (...01 tH l 'S'TDfU:•y P~H 
fk.-o~ [~) t..UAU....- ~ C..H •MA..'"E'~ t~ E•~-i:~ <..e~eR. 
l!:>f- N l,.A.)A-LL • 

l~T. t-1~ SA-1 D lo t-<P-vc r5SEN E:~Ec...T,; D 
L.Pr-1e. '?"" · Ce~ 6y HA).)S-oAJ PAM•L-Y, A~ulit.EC 
~ t-UA(...Te..~ H-.). M' rc:...tteLI- ~M Et •-z...AF.'YeTt-+ 
CA•'ZDl-' /\)"'F M PHZ.t:::sA '~e: r (3t;. • u.... t+ AN~ Cl"\I\ ~ Pl bs•T 
t- t·h.~ i?>A..V'D WM, HA-1~l'l..1'Sc1U Cl.4-q~,.-T (A. )cr;-.3, 
~t\/€0 ti£1~E: c.A. fg-'bS- )orl"' H. M1-r~~E""l-L-
e ~A"'? . Lo. L A~E,z, • 

IJ ~,Al'?..- 1-f e-u. St: ' !::> rt.er ~e.v c IS /\,":E"T t •<-j 
eA-~l.-O~D 1'3'") \'~.N f eAJC.E - ~A t:>STc"-'E..S 
~~ - "!:>DAM;;: <:..ovel~t:> SoM.e- ~~cvG D, 
J::."71"""€-•~ ~T' ~ ovr - e.u:> hS • LA 1U:Jt;. "T\Z.e:.E. 
~D unTl-l \)~SL>Al..- t:.<2 RA-1'-E.,. ~ ps t>f 
~~USH lV')· 

~Aq,.nfu: £~ vte:u.? of 'f'e£-T Toe.A<.Ll> 
v'Au...E.':) . 
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; SIGNI Ft CANCE 

PERIOD (Checl< One or More•• Appropriate) 

Pre·Columblan 0 16th Century 0 
15th Century O 171h Century ~ 

SPECI Fl c CAT ElSI (If Appllcabl e end Known) 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More IH Appropriate) 

Aboriginal Education 0 
Prehistoric: 0 Engineering 0 
Historic 0 Industry 0 

Agriculture 0 lnven1ion 0 
Art 0 Londscope 

Commerce 0 Architecture 0 
Communications 0 Literature 0 
Conservot ion 0 Ml lltory 0 

Mus ic 0 

l81h Century 0 
19th Century u;v-" 

Political 

Religion/Phi-

losophy 

Sdence 

Sculpture 

Sociol / Humon· 

ltarlon 

Thea ter 

T ronsportotlon 

0 

0 
0 
0 

0 
0 
0 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (Include Por•one(lo•, Dalee, Evente, Etc.) 

Cl 

f 

\:-__I IT! 

20th Century ~ 

Urban Plonning 

Other (Specify) 

0 

' 
/( 

1 

0 
D 

--
~-



9. MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

. 

10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
L.ATITUOE ANO l...ONGITUOE COOROINATES 0 

L.ATITUOE ANO L.ONGITUOE COOROINATES 

DEFINING A RECTANGL.E L.OCATING THE PROPERTY OEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY 

~ OF L.ESS THAN ON!" ACRE 

CORNER L.ATITUOE L.ONGITUOE L.ATITUOE L.ONGITUOE 

Degrees Minulu Secor>ds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Second a 
NW 0 ' . 0 ' . 0 ' . 0 ' . 
NE 0 ' . 0 ' . 
SE 0 . 0 ' . 
SW Q ' . 0 ' . 

L.IST AL.I... STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERL. AP PING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE: CODE COUNTY COOE 

STAT£1 COO£ COUNTY: COO£ 

STATE1 CODE COUNTY : COOE 

STAT E t COO£ COUNTY: COOE 

111. FORM PREPARED BY 
NAME ANO TtTL.£. 

~.,.. ;J ALj p_."'~A 
ORGANll.A~ I ..... I OATEL.f I '7 () 
STREET ANO NUMBER: I 

CITY OR TOWN: STATE cooe 

/uJ I 

12. STATE LIAISON OFFICER CERTIFICA I ION NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION 

As the designated State L1a1son Officer for the Na -

t1onal H1stonc Preservation Act or 1966 (Public Low 
I herebv certify that this property is included in the 

89-665), 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion Nationa 1 Register. 

in the National Re1:1ster and cerllfy that it has been 

('valuated accord1"' to the criteria and procecklres set 

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 
Chief, Olf1ce ol Archeology and H1s101ic Ptt:se1vat1on 

level of signu1cance or this nom1nallon is: 

National 0 State 0 Local 0 

Date 

Name 
ATIEST: 

Tith.• 

Keeper ol The National Register 

D .. te r Date 
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