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Mount Republican, located at 12755 Rock Point Road, is a 352 . 76-acre tract of land along the west side of Rock Point Road (MD 
257) on Cobb Neck peninsula in Charles County. The property is a mixture of wooded land and open fields , some of which 
continue to be used for agriculture. The most prominent building on the property is the dwelling, built in the Federal style with 
additions dating to ca. 1820 and ca. 1940 . The house faces northeast toward Rock Point Road , accessed via an allee terminating at 
a circular drive along the house's northeast elevation. Entrance to the a ll ee is marked by a brick gateway (ca. 1940) consisting of a 
gatepost and curved retaining wall. The allee's magnolias and boxwoods provide a framed view of the house 's northeast elevation, 
particularly the entrance with its large fan light transom. Two additional brick posts (ca. 1940) sit on either side of the allee's 
terminus . 

Grounds immediately surround the house and circular drive are characterized by manicured lawn and ornamental plantings . The 
house itself sits on a terrace above land to the so uthwest and affording sweeping views of the Potomac River valley. Northwest of 
the center drive is the remnant of a box garden created ca. 1940, now overgrown. A wooden gazebo sits along the northeast end of 
the garden . An in ground swimming pool and pool house (ca . 1965) are located just north of the box garden. 
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A gravel road continues southeast from the house, passing a concrete block tenant house and garage (ca. 1940) on its southeast 
side. The road curves to the south and then west to reach open fields. This area held an agricultural complex for much of the 
twentieth century, the only remnants of which are a pole barn and, farther south, a grain silo. 

House 

The dwelling represents three distinct periods of construction. The oldest portion, the main block, was built in the late eighteenth 
or early nineteenth century. Sources dating to the early twentieth century date the main block to 1792, but the building was 
potentially built later. To its southeast, the four-bay, two-story south wing was added during the early nineteenth century. Circa 
1940 the hyphen and one-and-one-half story wing were added to the southeast elevation of the wing. 

The main block is a two-and-one-half story brick, three-bay, side passage, double-pile building with a side gable roof. The roof is 
covered with asphalt shingles and is flat at its crown. Gable ends are parapetted and have paired interior end flush brick chimneys 
with connecting brick parapets . The roofs narrow eaves on the northeast and southwest elevation are decorated with elaborate 
cornices . Its Doric frieze has decorative diamond metopes and mutules including a soffit decorated with carved or applied drops 
or guttae. Brickwork on the northeast and southwest elevations is Flemish bond. The northwest and southeast elevations are six
over-one Common bond. Brickwork on the northwest and southeast elevations changes to stretcher bond at or above the half-story 
windows, potentially indicating later repair or alteration to the elevation. Windows are primarily six-over-six double-hung wood 
sash with wood sills and brick jack arches. Federal style details include large fanlight transoms, elaborate cornice, and large six
over-six windows. 

The riverfront (southwest) elevation is currently covered by a large magnolia tree and boxwoods. The elevation is a symmetrical 
and regular three bays wide . The entrance at the west end of the elevation has a heavy brick arch holding a single-leaf six-panel 
wood door and a four-panel screen door. The entrance is accentuated by an 18-light semi-circular fanlight and six-light sidelights 
above a wood panel. The brick steps and metal balustrade leading to the entrance are a ca . 1940 replacement of earlier wood 
steps. The two windows east of the entrance and the three windows on the second story are six-over-six. 

The symmetrical northwest elevation holds two six-over-six windows on the first story, three six-over-nine windows on the second 
story, and two six-over-six windows in the half-story. Above the half story, the attic holds a centered four-light compass window. 
The brickwork on the southwest end of the first story shows signs ofrepair where a door once lead to a one-story wood-frame 
addition, removed ca. 1935. 

The roadside (northeast) elevation is similar to the southwest elevation. Its three-bay fa9ade has an entrance on its northwest end 
similar to the riverfront entrance: single-leaf, six-panel door; 18-light fanlight; six-light sidelights; and a heavy brick arch 
surround. The two first story windows to the southeast and three second-story windows are six-over-six. 

The northeast end of the southeast elevation is partially covered by the two-story south wing. An at-grade arched entrance 
projecting from the fa9ade provides access to the basement. The first story holds two six-over-six windows at its southwest end. 
The only other windows are two six-over-six windows on the half story . Above, a glazed diamond decorates the brick parapet 
between the elevation ' s two chimneys. 

The south wing, located on the northeast end of the southeast elevation mimics the style of the main block, though with less refined 
decorative elements. Its asphalt-shingle side-gable roof has an interior end brick chimney and a wood cornice at the eaves . 
Brickwork on its northeast and southwest elevations is Flemish bond, while the southeast elevation is six-over-one Common bond . 
Windows are six-over-nine on the first story and six-over-six on the second, with wood sills and brick jack arches. 

MARYLAND HISTORJCAL TRUST REVIEW 

Eligibility recommended Eligibility not recommended 

Criteria: A B C D Considerations: A B C D E F G 

MHT Comments: 

Reviewer, Office of Preservation Services Date 

Reviewer, National Register Program Date 



NR-ELIGTBILITY REVIEW FORM 

CH-17 

Page 3 

Mount Republican 

The four-bay southwest elevation has been altered by the addition of a bay window on the southeast end of the first story . The 
window was added ca. 1940, replacing two original six-over-six windows. A six-over-nine window and single-leaf door are 
located to its northwest. The second story holds four windows . 

The southwest elevation is now covered by the ca. 1940 addition. Its attic holds two six-light wood sash windows . 

The northeast elevation is four bays. Its first story holds a single-leaf entrance with one window to its southwest and two windows 
to the north east. 

The one-story side-gable brick hyphen, built ca. 1940, has paired six-over-nine wood sash windows on its northeast elevation with 
brick sills and sailor bond lintels. The southwest elevation has a single-leaf six-panel door and six-over-six wood sash window to 
its southeast. 

The one-and-one-half-story, gable-front wing, built on the southeast side of the hyphen , was also constructed ca . 1940 . Its asphalt
shingle roof has an interior brick chimney on its southeast slope . Exterior walls are seven-over-one Common bond. Its windows 
are six-over-six double-hung wood sash with brick sills and sailor bond lintels . The two-bay southwest and northeast elevations 
both have t\YO windows on the first story and one window on the half story. Its two-bay southeast elevation has a window to the 
southwest and a single-leaf door to the northeast. The door is covered by a one-bay, shed-roof structure with wood siding. The 
second story contains two three-light wood-sash windows. 

[Description of the interior is taken from the 2003 MIHP form, verified during August 2016 field visit] 

The interior is exceptionally well-preserved including early nineteenth century woodwork such as stairs, floors , mantels, doors, and 
trim . The center hall , measuring 12' 3" in width, includes an open suspended staircase with simple, slightly tapered, turned 
balusters . Remnants of graining is visible on the newel. The stair intersects windows on the northwest gable and southwest eave 
elevations, as well as the fanlight over the entrance on the southwest elevation. The double-parlor is divided by tall six-panel 
double-doors with applied molding. One of the most outstanding features is an elaborate three-part mantel with sunburst design 
found in the north parlor. Floors throughout are random-width and top-nailed . The second floor includes minor alterations to the 
floorplan where a bathroom was added at the northeast end of the stair passage. Although the main block is exceptionally well
preserved, according to the owners, a fire destroyed original features in the kitchen dependency (now a sitting room on the first 
story) which now occupies the center block. Other noteworthy features include the initials EJY and GH carved into handblown 
glass . 

In-Ground Pool and Pool House 

The concrete in-ground pool and pool house are located north of the dwelling. Views between the pool and the main house are 
obstructed by intervening trees and vegetation . Neither the pool nor the pool house are currently in use. The poured concrete pool 
is rectangular and as a low diving board at its southeast end . 

The pool house sits on axis with the pool , at its northwest end. This one-story, three-bay, side-gable structure is wood-frame and 
sits on a concrete foundation . The asphalt-shingle roof has minimal overhanging eaves . Exterior walls are clad with clapboard 
siding and have two-over-two and six-over-six double-hung wood-sash windows with decorative louvered shutters . The primary 
(southeast) elevation has a center, single-leaf opening that provides access to the two single-pen changing rooms on either side of 
this passage. Six o ver-six windows flank the opening. The entire elevation is covered by a two-bay shed-roof porch with wood 
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post supports. The northeast and southeast elevations both have a two-over-two window. The three-bay northwest elevation 
mirrors the southeast: it has a center, single-leaf door and is flanked by two-over-two windows. 

Tenant House 

The ca. 1940 tenant house has a one-and-one-half story, three-bay, concrete block main block with two telescoping additions to the 
southeast. The main block has an asphalt-shingle, side-gable roof with exterior end brick chimneys. Its exterior walls are concrete 
block and gable ends are clad with clapboard siding. Two additions are located on the southeast elevation : a one-bay concrete
block, flat-roof wing on the northeast end and a one-bay, side-gable, concrete block wing on the southwest end. Windows are one
over-one wood sash with brick sills and decorative shutters . The one-story addition directly to its south is also concrete-block with 
a side-gable, asphalt-shingle roof and one-over-one windows. The one-story wing farthest to the southeast has a side-gable asphalt
shingle roof and composite siding. 

The main (northeast) elevation is three bays wide on the main block: a single-leaf, six-panel wood door flanked by one-over-one 
windows. To the southeast, the concrete-block addition has a single window. The southeastern-most addition has a single-leaf 
door and two windows. 

The northwest elevation has two windows on the first story and half story. 

The southwest elevation of the main block has two windows. The concrete-block addition has a single window. A concrete-block, 
shed-roof storage structure was built into the ell between the main block and this addition. The southeastern-most addition has two 
window bays. 

The southeast elevation on the main block is partially covered by the addition . The southwest end of the first story has a single 
window while the half story has two windows. The southeast elevation of the southeastern-most addition is unfenestrated . 

Garage 

This one-story, two-bay, side-gable brick structure is located northwest of the tenant house and was likely built contemporaneously 
with the other building. 

The main block' s northeast elevation has two, double-leaf wood garage doors . Its two-bay northwest elevation contains a six-over
six, double-hung wood sash window at the center of the elevation and a single-leaf door on the elevations northwest end. The 
southwest elevation was covered with vegetation and was not visible. The southeast elevation is completely covered by the two 
additions . The flat-roof concrete-block addition has a large opening on its northeast elevation. The gable-roof structure has a 
single-leaf wood door on its southeast elevation with a window opening in its clapboard-sided gable end. 

Prefabricated Sheds 

Two modern, prefabricated sheds are located in the vicinity of the tenant house and garage. One shed sits to the northwest of the 
garage and has a gambrel, asphalt-shingle roof and board-and-batten siding. The second shed is located south of the house. It has 
a gable-front roof and wood siding. 

Pole Barn 
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This structure, built ca. 1940, has collapsed and is in a ruinous state. Located on the southeast side of the farm road, it is one of the 
few remains of agricultural buildings on the property. The wood-frame structure of the building has collapsed and is covered by 
heavy vegetation. Only the standing-seam metal gable roof is visible. Its northeast gable end has vertical-board siding. 

Silo 

An early twentieth century silo sits in the middle of a field to the southeast of the dwelling and its associated structures . According 
to historic photographs, the silo was originally attached to a stock barn which had collapsed by the early 1990s and is no longer 
extant. 

Charles County Agricultural History 

Charles County was initially settled between the 1640s and 1660s by wealthy gentlemen who received large tracts of land . 
Because sufficient labor was not available for clearing and planting land with tobacco, occupation of these tracts was less that the 
number of patents given . These gentleman received land when they paid passage for a certain number of indentured servants . 
Once their term of service was completed, the released servant had a right to a tract of land, resulting in a large number of small
scale plantations. The advent of the slave trade in the 1680s allowed for the emergence ofa landed gentry class with large 
plantations (Gettings 1998: 15). What emerged were three classes: wealthy owners of large plantations ; poor tenant farmers , and 
slaves . By 1712 there were 724 enslaved persons in Charles County, 18 percent of the county ' s population . This number rose to 
48 percent by 1782 (Gettings 1998: 17-18). 

While Tobacco was the main driver of the county ' s economy, a small wheat and corn grinding industry began as early as the 
1690s. But the dominance of tobacco cultivation shaped the physical development of the county. Plantations, rather than urban 
centers, became the center of trade. Initial settlement was limited to land along the coast, rivers , and streams which allowed for 
easy travel and transportation of tobacco from plantations to port towns or back to England . Each plantation was composed ofa 
main house, slave quarters, and domestic and agricultural outbuildings . Later settlement moved inland as better roads allowed 
tobacco to be transported to landings (Gettings 1998: 18) 

During the Revolutionary War British raids focused on land along the Potomac River, resulting in constant alarm while British 
warships were stationed on the river. Broken ties with England halted tobacco cultivation almost completely, and wheat and corn 
were produced to feed the armies (Gettings 1998 :20). Following the war many planters were short on arable land because of 
intensive tobacco cultivation. The wealthiest planters survived and prospered , though the War of 1812 brought British raids once 
again to Charles, St. Mary ' s, and Calvert counties. In 1813 and 1814 Admiral Cockburn and his fleet sailed up and down the 
Potomac and Patuxent Rivers , raiding villages and farms and confiscating valuables, destroying personal property, and often 
burning buildings and even tobacco. Because of the instability, large number of residents moved to frontier areas and enslaved 
persons ran off to join the British. Between 1810 and 1820 the county's population dropped from 20,245 to 16,500 persons, 76 
percent of which were non-white (slave) (Gettings I 998:21-22). 

Following the war of 1812, the wealthiest land owners continued to prosper, despite unstable tobacco prices, by diversifying 
interests and investing in corn, wheat, or industries such as milling, fishing, and commerce. The first steamboat service in 1815 
allowed for faster transportation of passengers, tobacco, and manufactured goods to and from Charles County (Gettings 1998:22-
23) . The county ' s agricultural and growing commercial trade continued to prosper through the 1850s, but ended with the advent of 
the Civil War. The county was occupied by Union troops and treated like occupied territory through the war because of its 
Confederate sympathies (Gettings 1998 :25-26). 
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The county' s economy struggled following the Civil War and into the twentieth century because of the loss of the slave-based 
tobacco economy. Nonetheless, the county continued to rely mainly on tobacco, shifting to share-cropping or tenancy. The 
number of small planters grew, but their lack of capital precluded varying agricultural or economic pursuits . Fluctuating tobacco 
prices only exacerbated problems and resulted in stagnated population growth in the county between 1860 and 1920 (Gettings 
1998:27-28) . Tobacco ' s usage altered during this period, particularly with the outset of World War I. Rather than being shipped 
directly to foreign markets, tobacco was sent to cigarette manufacturers. Production increased to meet the demands of American 
servicemen abroad and increasingly to the Europeans exposed to American cigarettes . Modem farm equipment and fertilizers 
allowed farmers to produce more tobacco with fewer fam1 hands and increase yields . Agriculhtral diversification included 
increased production of tomatoes and other canning crops. The first canning plant opened in La Plata in 1883 and by 1920 the 
county had 29 plants. Other industries included lumber and seafood (Gettings 1998 :29-3 1). 

Following the opening of the Crain Highway (US 301) in the 1920s, Charles County became more accessible. Wealthy outsiders 
purchased historic houses as " retreats ." The Great Depression raised prices on food and other goods and, as a result, many farmers 
began producing food stuffs instead of tobacco to feed their families and meet local demand for food . The county' s population 
grew, and its landscape changed as former agricultural fields and forested lands became housing subdivisions. Although the 
percentage of farmland decreased over the remainder of the twentieth century, Charles County remains a major tobacco producer 
in Maryland (Gettings 1998:33-35). 

Mount Republican History 

In 1775 Henry Smith and Elizabeth Hawkins deeded approximately 380 acres of land to their daughter Ann Henley Hawkins (c. 
1747-c. 1781) and her husband , Theophilus Yates (c. 1715-1781) upon their marriage. This gift, made "of good will and 
affection" comprised all or part of six distinct tracts ofland : Martins Triangle (60 acres, patented in 1739 to Captain John Martin); 
80 acres of Johnsons Retirement ( 100 acres, patented in 1667 and granted to Samuel Fendall); 30 acres of Bad Weather ( 100 acres, 
patented in 1760); 80 acres of Daniels Mount (100 acre tract patented in 1663); 80 acres of Barton ' s Hope (100 acres patented to 
William Barton in 1673); and 50 acres of Strife (Charles County Deed Book V 3:42, 1775) 

Theophilus Yates was son of Captain Charles Yates (1692-1752) and grandson of Robert Yates. Robert Yates ( 1656-171 3) was 
born in London but was living in Maryland by the late 1680s and employed as a merchant. His two sons, Robert and Charles, were 
both vestrymen for William and Mary Parish in Charles County. Charles and his wife, Jane Bryan, had seven children : Charles, 
Francis, Theophilus, Robert, Elizabeth, Jane, and Rebecca (Morrill 1937:9-10). 

Henry and Elizabeth' s dower gift only added to Theophilus ' s sizable land holdings in Charles County. After his death in 1781 , a 
1783 tax assessment shows his estate included several tracts in District 1 totaling 516 acres, as well as an additional 76 acres in 
District 6 (the same district as Mount Republican) (Maryland State Archives 1783). It is unclear whether Theophilus and Ann 
Yates lived on the property gifted to them by the Hawkins or on another of Yates ' land holdings . They were living in the vicinity 
in 1778, when the Maryland census of that year lists Theophilus Yates as living in the Upper Hundred , William and Mary Parish 
(Midwest Genealogy Center 1778). It is clear that Theophilus and Ann could not have built the house at Mt. Republican (previous 
documentation and twentieth century sources state that the building was constructed for Theophilus Yates) . Theophilus died in 
early 1781 having been predeceased by Ann. The estate was divided equally between their two children, Henry Smith Yates (ca. 
1776-1830) and Jane Ludwell Yates (ca. 1777-1836). Theophilus ' s will named enslaved persons that would be given to each 
child . Jane was to receive Pegg, Rachel , Priss, Anna, Walter, Nace, Lett, Josias, Frank, Jene, John, Beck, Lyd , Peter, Lyn, Ralph, 
Wilson, Nann, and Jack. To Henry were left Jude, Easter, Victory, Abraham, Townley, Winney, Semer, Sam, Harry, Watt, Jacob, 
Moll, Sarah, Nell , Pett, Nelsdy, Bill , Mary, and Priss (Charles County Will Book AF 7:615). 
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Later records indicate that Henry Smith Yates inherited Mount Republican (Charles County Will Book JD 16:212, 1833-1850). 
His estate was held by his grandparents until he reached his majority at the age of21 (ca . 1797). Elizabeth Hawkins ' s will , written 
in 1795 , states that the estate was still in her hands since Henry was a minor, and that the value of his property "considerably 
increased in value" since the death of his father (Charles County Will Book AL 12:523 , 1801-1808). The increase in value could 
indicate that the house at Mt. Republican had been built, since many secondary sources (but none contemporary to its building) 
state that the house was constructed in 1792. Alternatively, the higher value could be attributed to increased cultivation and/or 
rising land values. 

The dwelling ' s Federal style dates its construction to the period of Henry ' s ownership. Its hall and parlor plan was popular in the 
Chesapeake and very common in Southern Maryland through the eighteenth century and into the early nineteenth century . The 
elaborate Doric-order frieze, elongated six-over-six wood sash windows, and large, semi-circular 18-light fanlights on both eave 
elevations date the building to the late eighteenth or early nineteenth century. Mt. Republican shares stylistic similarities to several 
other houses built during this period, namely Waverly (CH-30), Hard Bargain (CH-41), and West Hatton (CH-39) . All of these 
houses have one or two pairs of interior end double chimneys with brick parapets that rise between the chimneys . Mount 
Republican and Waverly share several specific stylistic details that suggest a strong shared architectural influence: brick parapets 
connecting chimneys on both houses have a solid glazed brick diamond pattern; flat roofs at the crown; and large entrance 
doorways with heavy brick arches, rounded transoms, and fanlights. The similarities between the two buildings is complicated by 
Waverly's construction chronology. Built ca. 1795 as a three-bay hall and parlor plan house, the dwelling was extensively 
renovated and expanded to 5 bays in the 1820s after Dr. Morgan A. Harris inherited the property on which it sits . The parapets 
between the chimneys with Harris ' s initials date to the 1820s renovation (Rivoire 1975). Given the similarities to Waverley ' s ca. 
1825 renovation and to Hard Bargain (also built ca. 1825), it is possible that the main block at Mt. Republican was constructed 
contemporaneous to Hard Bargain and Waverley ' s renovation . 

Henry Yates remained in Charles County but never married . In 1810, Charles was the only white member of his household, which 
also included 36 enslaved persons (US Census 1810). Little additional information is available, though what is available suggests 
that Yates, like the majority of large land holders in southern Maryland grew tobacco using slave labor. In 1816 Yates moved 15 
enslaved persons from Madison County, Kentucky to Charles County to be "employed in his service ." Included in the list were 
Gerard (28), Ned (28), Abraham ( 41 ), Harry (28), Humphrey ( 16), Shad rich ( 17), Frank ( 17), Townley ( 11 ), Harry (7), Sam (2), 
John (6), Polly (33), Sophia (26), Aaron (21 ), and Sal (2) (Charles County Deed Book IB 11 :448 , 1816). 

Previous documentation of the property states that the south wing was a ca. 1820 addition. This date places the construction of the 
main block and its north addition to the period of Henry Yates ' ownership. The inventory of Yates ' personal belongings upon his 
death in 1830 indicate his wealth . ft lists 47 enslaved persons in his possession . It also lists farm animals such as six yoke of oxen, 
cows, horses, mules, sheep, and hogs . Farm implements included ploughs, harrows, hoes, spades, and dung forks. Household 
furnishings were not lavish, but fitting for a house the size of Mount Republican. They included six Windsor chairs; six additional 
broken Windsor chairs ; three beds, bedsteads, and furniture ; two tables, one cupboard; books; and plate, decanters, pitchers, 
stoneware, crockery, and tin ware. The total inventory was valued at $11,187.87 (Maryland Register of Will Records 1830). 

Mount Republican passed to Henry's sister, Jane L. Yates Hawkins. Jane married Frances Waring Hawkins and had five children: 
Theophilus, Mary H ., Josias, Luke W.B ., and Susanna Jane. At the time of her death in 1836, her son Josias was living at Mount 
Washington . The property, however, was left to her daughters Susanna and Mary . Mary H . Hawkins never married, but Susanna 
married John N . Weems and had two sons, John and Francis Waring ( 1827-1887). Both Susanna and her husband John passed 
away by 1841 . That same year, the General Assembly of Maryland issued an act allowing the Charles County court to partition 
estates of Francis and Jane Hawkins as one estate an1ong their heirs (General Assembly 1841 : 121 ). 
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It appears that a portion of Mount Republican passed to Mary H . Hawkins. In the 1850 US Census Mary and Francis lived in the 
same household in Allen ' s Fresh District (which included Mount Republican at that date), with Francis listed as a farmer with 
$10,000 in real estate. Mary H . Hawkins is listed in the slave schedules as owning 42 enslaved persons while Francis is not (US 
Bureau of the Census 1850). Following Francis ' s marriage in 1851 to E lizabeth (Eliza) V . Harris ( 1830-1921 ), Mary sold 300 
acres of Mount Republican to Francis for $100. This deed is the earliest recorded use of the name "Mount Republican" for the 
property(CharlesCountyDeedBookRHM 1:5411 853). 

Twentieth century histories of the house all include stories of Francis Weem' s excesses, though refer to him as "Franklin ." o 
contemporary histories have been found to verify the stories which state, "Weems kept a pack of one hundred fox hounds, had a 
continuous poker game for forty years, kept his cellar filled with fifty barrels of brandy and best wines, and in addition he had a 
party of young people three times a week. He was known as the ' King Entertainer' of Southern Maryland, and rightly deserved that 
title" (as quoted in Mullikin nd:5) . It is unclear how long Francis and Eliza lived at Mount Republican. They remained in Allen 's 
Fresh at the time of the 1860 US Census (while Mary Hawkins lived in the vicinity ofBryantown P.O .) (US Bureau of the Census 
1860). During the Civil War damage to the nearby Christ Church resulted in use of Mount Republican for church services until the 
church could be repaired in 1869 (Brown et al. 2000:95) 

Following the Civil War, Francis, Eliza, and Mary all lived near Bryantown P.O., Francis with $7,000 in real estate and a $5 ,000 
and Mary with $6 ,000 in real estate and a $500 personal estate (US Bureau of the Census 1870). In 1878 Francis mortgaged 
property to Mary Hawkins for $3 ,500. Included in the mortgage were the tracts Barton ' s Hope, Johnsons Retirement, and Daniels 
Mount (all tracts named in the original deed to Mount Republican), plus Monday's Disappointment totaling 450 acres . The 
mortgage also included all horses, cattle, farm implements, furniture, corn, tobacco, and wheat on said farm (Charles County Deed 
Book BGS 3:339 1878). It does not appear that Francis ever repaid the mortgage, since Mary Hawkins sold Mount Republican in 
1888, after Francis ' s death in 1887, for $4,250 (Charles County Deed Book JST 2:573). 

The farm passed to Henry H. Richmond and Thomas W. Richmond, brothers who immigrated to the United States from England in 
the 1880s. Both are listed as "General Farmers" in the 1900 and 1910 US Censuses (US Bureau of the Census 1900; 19 I 0). The 
farm was sold in 1914 to Robert Crain ( 1865-1928), comprising two tracts of 400 acres and 26 . 75 acres, both part of Mount 
Republican (Charles County Deed Book HCC 27:301 1914). Crain ' s ancestors were some of the earliest settlers in Charles 
County, the family home at what is now known as Mount Victoria. He was a lawyer in Baltimore and Washington and a prominent 
member of the Democratic Party, serving as a delegate National Democratic Convention in 1888. He served as Liquor License 
Commissioner in 1892 and as Democratic Member of the Board of Supervisors of Elections from 1896 to 1898 (S hepherd 
1898:884). Crain fought to secure appropriations for the construction of a road between Baltimore and Southern Maryland, named 
the Robert Crain Highway in his honor. He amassed extensive land holdings in Charles County. In addition to Mount Victoria, he 
owned Mount Republican and surrounding land (totaling 1,500 acres), Hard Bargain (400 acres) , Locust Grove (175 acres), 
Elmwood (253 acres) , Cobb Island (340 acres) , Morgantown on the Potomac (200 acres), and Swann Point ( 1322 acres) (Mullikin 
n.d .: 12). 

The earliest photograph of Mount Republican dates from this period . A ca. I 920 photograph shows the main house and south 
wing, as well as a one-story, one-bay, wood-frame addition on the west end of the main block's northwest elevation. The west 
window on the first story was covered by the addition and the second story window was enclosed. The building also had operable 
louvered wood shutters, and stairs to the northeast elevation ' s main entrance appear to be wood (Baltimore Museum of Art ca. 
1920). 

Following Crain ' s death in 1928, Mount Republican and the tracts listed above were deeded to the Maryland Realty Investment 
Trust, Inc . (Charles County Deed Book WMA 53 :365 1931 ). The Trust began marketing the property for sale at least by 1934, 
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advertising it as a 1,500 acre tract that included Pasquahanza (CH-32) and other buildings that are no longer part of the property. 
Maps from the promotional materials show that building within the current parcel boundaries, in addition to the house, included the 
tobacco barn, a hog barn, a stock barn, and several additional unlabeled buildings. These farm buildings were located to the 
southeast of the house. A one-story, wood frame, pyramidal-roof building stood directly southeast of the house (Mullikin n.d .:6-
7) . Photographs of the house show that the southwest elevation of its south wing had a full-length, shed roof porch covering its 
first story . The one-story wood-frame addition on the northwest elevation was removed during its ownership by the Maryland 
Realty Investment Trust. In 1930s photographs ghosting is visible on the wing's southeast elevation indicates that a one-story 
gable roof structure had been attached to its southeast elevation at an earlier date . 

Between 1937 and 1939 Robert Kennedy Hanson and Mary L. Hanson purchased a total of 356 acres from the Maryland Realty 
Investment Trust (Charles County Deed Books WMA 64:562 193 7; WMA 64:559 1937; WMA 69:549 1939). An additional 35 
acres was purchase in 1941 (Charles County Deed Book WMA 75 :303 1941 ). Mount Republican was used as a summer home by 
the Hansons, who lived in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania (Pittsburgh Post-Gazette 1949). Photographs taken ca. 1950 indicate that they 
made a number of changes to the house, including brick steps leading to entrances on the northeast and southwest elevations of the 
main block, removal of shutters, the addition of a large bay window on the southwest elevation of the south wing, and a new wing 
and connecting hyphen on the southeast elevation of the south wing (College of Southern Maryland 1950). Other additions made 
prior to 1952 include a box garden directly northwest of the circular drive, the concrete-block tenant house and brick garage, and a 
pole barn east of the tobacco barn (still extant). 

The Hansons sold Mount Republican in 1962 to French Bowie and Josephine R. Addison. Circa 1965 they constructed the pool 
and pool house just north of the box garden. In 1973 the property sold to Gordon A. and Bridget M O'Neill (Charles County Deed 
Book 30 I : I 1973). 1t appears that during the last quarter of the twentieth century the farm buildings on the property were no 
longer in use; by the early 1990s buildings had been removed or were in a ruinous state. By 2005 the only remaining building was 
the 1940s pole barn and a si lo that was originally attached to the stock building (Nationwide Environmental Title Research var.) . 
These are the only two remaining agricultural structures on the property. 

Twentieth Century Colonial Revival "Restoration" 

The earliest examples of preservation or restoration of Colonial buildings (a term which included Georgian, Federal , and even 
Revival buildings) centered on their importance in association to great men and events rather than architectural merit. An early 
plan for the preservation of Mount Vernon in 1856 called for the house to be dismantled , its pieces numbered, and its interior 
pieces reassembled within a brick and marble shell with a white glazed tile roof and galvanized iron balustrades (Marling 
1988 :85) . Fascination with the colonial way of life through material culture, as portrayed by the 1876 Centennial Exposition in 
Philadelphia, and interest in Colonial architecture as a uniquely American style brought these buildings to the forefront. Several of 
the State Pavilions at the 1893 World ' s Columbian Exposition in Chicago were recreations of important colonial buildings : The 
Massachusetts Building was a recreation of the John Hancock House; Virginia built an almost exact duplicate of Mount Vernon; 
and New Jersey 's building copied George Washington's Morristown headquarters . 

As a result, imitations of these buildings were constructed throughout the east. Colonial and Colonial Revival buildings became 
the embodiment of nationalistic sentiments as " the only true American architecture" while houses people living in houses designed 
in French or Italian styles could never " really feel at home in buildings that have so little connection with the soil and the customs 
of their fathers" (Rhoads 1976:242-243). The proliferation of the Colonial Revival style legitimatized " reviving" Colonial houses 
that previously had been denigrated as "used." As city dwellers began looking for weekend, summer, or primary residences 
outside of the city, these houses became a greater part of the housing market. By World War I, magazines and books encouraged 
prospective owners and provided guidance for the work. Joseph Stowe Seabury stated that old appearance and modern usefulness 
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were the two goals ofreviving, accomplished by "eliminating evidence of mutilation and then reinstating discarded parts to 
reestablish the colonial feeling" (Bradley 2006: 170). Preservation or restoration (as it is currently understood) was rare. Large 
piazzas, for example, were removed and replaced with smaller porches with simple columns. Contemporary writers romanticized 
the reviving process, portraying homeowners as finding joy in manual labor, homeownership, and country living. Original , 
handcrafted materials were vaunted and homeowners encouraged to learn the building 's language and understand the dialect of 
local buildings in order to capture the essence of a Colonial house (Bradley 2006: 170-172). 

Promotional material created for the 1930s sale of Mount Republican typifies the patriotic nostalgia often invoked for Colonial 
buildings: 

"For Mount Republican, reflecting so much of the lives of our ancestors, makes its real appeal to those who can appreciate its 
background. It bespeaks pride of family, pride of home, pride of country--the dominant characteristics of its time. There is a spirit 
to this grand old monarch that strikes deeper than nature ' s beauty adorned by man ' s artisanship of brick and mortar. 

"Listen! Across yonder sparkling rivers, up from those green hills , out through these spacious halls echoes a story, the story of the 
Maryland Cavalier and the story of the institutions cradled in these hills, not only dear Maryland, but to the entire world . Well 
may any man bow his head in reverence at this old shrine and rejoice in his heritage" (Maryland Realty investment Trust n.d: 11 ). 

The Hanson's selection of Mount Republican may have been influenced by Robert Kennedy Hanson ' s family history. In 1934 
Hanson was accepted as a member of the Pennsylvania Chapter of the Sons of the American Revolution. His ancestor, Timothy 
Collins, was a sergeant in the 4th Maryland Regiment, Maryland Line (Ancestry). The ca. 1940 renovations did not dramatically 
alter the house 's exterior, but are in keeping with the twin goals of old appearance and modern usefulness . They removed the 
nineteenth century porch from the south wing' s southwest elevation and added a large bay window, removed shutters, and replaced 
wood steps with new brick stairs on the main block's northeast and southwest elevations. The ca. 1940 addition allowed for the 
modern convenience of a kitchen, converting the old kitchen space in the south wing to a sitting room. 

The landscape surrounding the house also underwent a transformation. While an allee of mature elms was extant by the 1930s, the 
Hansons added the brick gateway and brick posts at both ends of the allee, the circular drive in front of the house, and the box 
garden . Even the tenant house was built in the Colonial Revival style, referencing telescoping rooflines commonly found in 
eighteenth and nineteenth century Charles County houses . 

Following the opening of the Crain Highway (Route 30 I) in the 1920s, Charles County became more accessible . Wealthy outsiders 
purchased historic houses as "retreats" (Gett ings 1998 :33). Other houses in the county were purchased and " restored" to varying 
degrees. Examples ofother houses include Rose Hill (CH-I), Chimney House (CH-14), Huckleberry (CH-19) 

Evaluation 

Mount Republican is eligible for the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) under Criterion A for its association with 
economic and agricultural trends and patterns of development in the history of Charles County and under Criterion C as an 
outstanding example of Federal-style architecture in Charles County later updated by a 1940 Colonial "restoration" or "reviving" . 

Mount Republican is significant under Criterion A for its association with economic and agricultural trends and patterns of 
development in the history of Charles County. The property's location and orientation overlooking the Potomac River illustrate 
the importance of navigable waterways to early settlement patterns in Charles County . Mount Republican operated as a plantation 
from the late eighteenth or early nineteenth century through the early twentieth century, and reflects the pattern of large estates 
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built on enslaved labor that dominated the county's economy prior to the Civil War. 

Research has been unable to identify any significant achievements of any of the property' s owners that contributed to local , 
regional or state history. Robert Crain, who owned the property from 1916 until his death in 1928 was a prominent local figure 
involved in state and nation politics and instrumental to the construction of the Crain Highway. While Crain owned Mount 
Republican, it appears that he resided at Mount Victoria. Therefore, Mount Republican is not eligible for the NRHP under 
Criterion B . 

Mount Republican is significant under Criterion C as an outstanding and rare extant example of Federal-style architecture in 
Charles County. The building is one of the earliest and best examples of the two-and-one-half story, side-passage, double-parlor 
plan that was common during this period. It retains character-defining features on its exterior and interior. The features that 
exemplify Federal style remain intact, such as its large six-over-six and six-over-nine windows, elaborate cornices, and entrances 
with large fanlights. Similarly, it retains character-defining features common to the period and to Charles County: its paired 
chimneys with connecting parapets, parapetted gable ends, and glazed diamond decoration on the southeast parapet. The interior 
of the building, particularly the main block, retains its original side-passage configuration and features such as its mid-nineteenth 
century woodwork, including stairs, floors, mantels, doors , and trim. 

The property is also significant under Criterion C for its association with Colonial Revival restorations of early American housing . 
These buildings, previously thought ofas "used," began to be seen as architectural symbols of the Founding Fathers' patriotic 
virtues . Rather than restoration or preservation as it is termed today, these renovations were meant to capture the spirit of the 
Colonial era while updating the building with modern conveniences. The ca. 1940 addition, exterior renovations, landscaping, and 
tenant buildings display the characteristics ofa restoration from this period and are important additions to the property. 

The property includes the Mount Republican Rock Point Road Site ( l 8CH9 l 6}, which is significant under Criterion D and is a 
contributing resource to Mount Republican . The archaeology site consists of late eighteenth to twentieth century domestic and 
architectural refuse along Rock Point Road. The presence of hand-painted, transfer print, and undecorated pearlware, transfer print 
and undecorated whiteware sherds, gray salt-glazed stoneware, a single pipe stern fragment, handmade brick fragments, coal 
fragments , and cut and wire nails suggests an association with the historic occupation of the larger Mount Republican property. 
Archaeological survey was limited to the roadside and has not been conducted on the Mount Republican property as a whole. 

Period of Significance 

The period of significance for the property includes dates of construction for the dwelling. The period of significance begins ca. 
1792, the traditional date given for the construction of the main block, and continues through ca. 1825 to include the construction 
of the south wing. It also includes the ca. 1940 Colonial Revival renovation of the property. 

Integrity 

Mount Republican has integrity of location because it remains in its original location . 

The house has integrity of setting. The property itself contains a large portion of the land originally associated with the farm. This 
land remains rural and a small portion continues to be used for farming . The immediate setting of the dwelling has been altered by 
the loss of original domestic and agricultural outbuildings and the construction of new buildings during the twentieth century, but 
these changes have not impacted the property to the extent that it can no longer convey integrity of setting. Similarly, though the 
area surrounding the property has changed with the construction of modern buildings, the area remains primarily rural. 
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Mount Republican has integrity of design. The house displays characteristics of both the Federal style main block and wing, as 
well as the ca. 1940 Colonial Revival restoration. It retains its overall scale and massing, original brickwork, and fenestration . 

Mount Republican has integrity of materials. It has retained original materials such as exterior brick walls, windows, and wood 
cornices . The interior also has integrity of materials, since it has elements such as the stairs, floors, mantels, doors, and trim. 

The dwelling has integrity of workmanship since a large portion of the building has original materials or alterations made during 
the period of significance. 

Mount Republican retains integrity of feeling and association. It is able to convey the aesthetic of Federal-style plantation dwelling 
with Colonial Revival additions and retains features that convey its historic character. 

NRHP Boundary 

The NRHP boundary for the property is the current property boundary, which encompasses 352.76 acres. The land within the 
current property boundary is historically associated with Mount Republican. It includes the house, the ca. 1940 tenant house and 
garage, important landscape features such as the allee in front of the house, brick entrance gateway, and open fields that provide 
setting for the dwelling. Also included is the Mount Republican Rock Point Road archaeological site. The boundary includes 
buildings that do not contribute to the significance of the property: the pool and pool house, pole barn, and silo. 
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Mt. Republican Circa 1790; 1850 
CH-17 
Newburg vie. 
Private 

Mt. Republican is one of Charles County's most architecturally interesting and complex 

historic landmarks. The dwelling includes a two-part Flemish bond brick building situated on a 

350 acre tract that commands a sweeping view of the Potomac River valley. The main block 

reflects the typical double-pile side-passage plan that pervaded building traditions in Charles 

County until the end of the Civil War. The dwelling is believed to have been erected around 

1790. However interior woodwork including a massive newel date from the mid-19th century. 

Exterior elements that are especially noteworthy include large fanlight transoms and an 

exceptionally elaborate cornice. 

Believed to have been built for Theophilus Yates, Mt. Republican shares architectural 

features with nearby Waverly (CH-30) and West Hatton (CH-39) and may be attributed to the 

same builder/architect. While a 20th century fire gutted the service wing, the interior of the main 

block is exceptionally well-preserved, making this one of Charles County's most important 

historic landmarks. 
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7. Description Inventory No. CH-17 

Condition 

excellent deteriorated 
_X. good ruins 

fair altered 

Prepare both a one paragraph summary and a comprehensive description of the resource and its various elements as it 
exists today. 

One of Charles County's most architecturally interesting and complex historic landmarks, Mt. Republican is a two-part Flemish 
bond brick building situated on a 350 acre tract that commands a sweeping view of the Potomac River valley in the Cobb Neck 
peninsula dividing the Potomac and Wicomico Rivers. The main block is a side-passage double-pile, three bay, 2 1/2 story 
structure approached by a scenic tree-lined drive. Outstanding features found on the principal eave elevations include large fanlight 
transom and an exceptionally elaborate cornice. The gable elevations include a single glazed brick diamond design near the 
parapet and between the flush paired brick chimneys. Non-contributing resources include a garage and concrete block tenant house 
to the south of the dwelling. An in-ground swimming pool stands to the north but is heavily screened from view of the dwelling. 

The roadside elevation faces northeast. The main block consists of three bays containing 6/6 wood double-hung windows with flat 
arch lintels. The frieze reflects the Doric order with triglyths, metopes and mutules including a soffit decorated with a series of 
closely spaced carved or applied drops or guttae. Metopes are in the form of decorative diamonds. The entrance is accentuated by 
an 18-light semi-circular fanlight found on both eave elevations which because of their large size, are unique in Charles County. 8-
light sidelights on either side of the wooden 6-panel doors provide additional light into the wide entrance hall. 

The gable end walls are parapetted and corbelled. The northwest gable elevation includes a centered attic-story 4-light compass 
window, above two 6/6 windows also in the attic half-story. The second floor has three symmetrical 6/9 windows above two larger 
6/6 windows on the first floor. The opposite eave elevation, which overlooks the Potomac River valley, mirrors the main block of 
the northeast elevation and is as equally elaborate as its roadside counterpart. The southeast eave elevation is obscured by the 
dependency below the attic story. Visible is a diamond shaped ornamentation formed of glazed brick near the roofline above two 
6/6 attic-story windows. 

To the southeast of the main block is a two-story, four bay dependency which includes two 6/6 windows in the attic story, and two 
first-floor 6/6 windows. Access to the basement is found on this elevation. The dependency is smaller in scale and ornamentation. 
It is two stories in height with a simple boxed cornice and includes four bays on the first and second floors. The roadside elevation 
includes a door in the second bay. The Potomac River elevation includes a door on the northernmost first-floor bay. The two 
southernmost bays of the first floor were altered by the construction of a semicircular projecting bay. 

The interior is exceptionally well-preserved including mid-19th century woodwork such as stair, floors, mantels, doors and trim. 
The center hall, measuring 12'3" in width, includes an open suspended staircase with simple, slightly tapered, turned balusters. 
Remnants of graining is visible on the newel. The stair intersects windows on the northwest gable and southwest eave elevations, 
as well as the fanlight over the entrance on the southwest elevation. The double-parlor is divided by tall 6-panel double-doors with 
applied molding. One of the most outstanding features is an elaborate three-part mantel with sunburst design found in the north 
parlor. Floors throughout are random-width and top-nailed. The second floor includes minor alterations to the floorplan where a 
bathroom was added at the northeast end of the stair passage. Although the main block is exceptionally well-preserved, according 
to the owners, a fire destroyed original features in the kitchen dependency which now occupies the center block. Other noteworthy 
features include the initials EJY & GH carved into the hand-blown glass. 



8. Significance Inventory No CH-17 

Period Areas of Significance Check and justify below 

1600-1699 _ agriculture economics health/medicine performing arts 
X 1700-1799 archeology education industry philospohy 

1800-1899 X architecture engineering invention politics/government 
1900-1999 art entertainment/ landscape architecture religion 

__ 2000- commerce recreation law science 
communications ethnic heritage literature social history 
community planning exploration/ maritime industry transportation 
conservation settlement military other: 

Specific dates 1792 Architect/Builder Unknown 

Construction dates 1792 

Evaluation for: 

National Register Maryland Register X not evaluated 

Prepare a one-paragraph summary statement of significance addressing applicable criteria, followed by a narrative discussion of 
the history of the resource and its context. (For compliance reports, complete evaluation on a DOE Form - see manual.) 

Mt. Republican is significant as one of Charles County's most architecturally interesting and complex historic landmarks. It shares 
architectural features with nearby Waverly (CH-30) and West Hatton (CH-39) and may be attributed to the same builder/architect. 
Although its earliest history is not completely documented, early accounts assert that the builder was Theophilus Yates. Land 
records confirm that in 1775, Henry Smith and Elizabeth Hawkins Yates deeded over 350 acres to their daughter Anne Hedley and 
her husband Theophilus Yates. According to the deed, there were houses and other improvements found on the property at the 
time. 

By the middle of the 19th century the property was in the possession of Mary Hawkins, who then sold "Mt. Republican" along with 
other acreage to Francis Weems. In 1886 the property, consisting of 1500 acres stretching from current MD 257 to Pasquahanza 
Creek, was acquired by Henry Holland Richmond, said to be a native of England. Brother Augustus Richmond built and operated a 
general store and post office at nearby Wayside. Brother in law Charles Wright operated a saw and gristmill in Wayside. Frederick 
Richmond bought old Pasquahanza. George Richmond bought Clifton on the Potomac. In 1914 it was purchased by Robert Crain. 

Following the Revolutionary War, Charles County experienced a period of economic retrenchment. A spate of bankruptcies caused 
by the accumulation of debts during the war disrupted the re-establishment of the former social and economic order. Additionally, 
the decline in soil quality affected by the intensive cultivation of tobacco left many planters short on arable land. Well-established 
wealthy landowners weathered this period, reestablishing their economic and social dominance, while others chose to move 
westward in search of better opportunities. 

The period of stability was shattered with the onset of the War of 1812. During this conflict, the British navy maintained fleets of 
warships in the Chesapeake Bay, the Patuxent and the Potomac Rivers. Charles, St. Mary's, and Calvert Counties became the focus 
of frequent and destructive raids by Admiral Cockburn and his fleet. Throughout 1813 and 1814, Cockburn cruised the Potomac 
and Patuxent Rivers, ravaging indefensible villages and farms. 

As a result of the constant unpredictable attacks of Admiral Cockburn, Charles Countians suffered from a lack of food, farms that 
were neglected, slaves that ran off to join the enemy, and the unsanitary living conditions caused illness. Between 1813 and 1815, 
significant numbers of county residents abandoned their homes and moved to new frontier areas opening up in Kentucky and 
elsewhere in the west. This decline in the county's population is reflected in the census figures of 1810 and 1820. In 1810, the 
county's total population was 20,245 persons. By 1820, that number had declined to 16,500. Interestingly, 76 percent of the 
decline is attributable to the non-white population. While the loss of slaves during the war was considerable, free blacks likely 
chose to leave as well. 
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ENDNOTES 
(1) The tracts deeded to Ann Hedley and Theophilus Yates included "Martin's Triangle", containing 60 acres originally granted to 
John Martin in 1739; Johnson's Retirement, of unknown acreage; 80 acres originally granted to Samuel Fendall in 1767. A third 
parcel; 30 acres part of "Bad Weather" purchased by Henry Smith Hawkins from Benjamin Thomas; and three additional parcels 
contracted by Henry Smith Hawkins from Thomas Hawkins including 80 acres called "Daniel's Mount"; 80 acres called "Barton's 
Hope" and 50 acres called "Strife". 
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10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of surveyed property 352 

Acreage of historical setting unknown 

Quadrangle name Colonial Beach North Quadrangle scale __ 1:24^000 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

Mt. Republican is associated with Charles County property Tax Map 82, Parcel 12. 
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The Maryland Inventory of Historic Properties was officially created by an Act of the Maryland 
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MARYLAND INVENTORY OF HISTORIC PROPERTIES 
CONTINUATION SHEET Inventory No. CH-17 

Section 8 Page _J_ Mt. Republican 
name of property 
Charles County. MP 
county and state 

Chain of Title: 

1775 Henry Smith Hawkins and wife Elizabeth to daughter Ann Hedley and husband 
Theoplilus Yates. Five shillings sterling 
V3/42 

1853 Mary H. Hawkins to Francis W. Weems. 100 dollars. All the part of that 
tract or parcel of land called Mount Republican ... laid off for 300 acres 
more or less..buildings, improvements, ways, waters, watercourses, etc. 
RHM 1/541 

1888 Mary H. Hawkins to Henry H. and Thomas Richmond tract or part of a tract on 
the public road leading from Port Tobacco to Cobb neck 496 acres. Improvements 
thereupon. $4250 
JST 2/503 

1914 To Robert Crain from Henry H. Richmond, et al; 1-1400 acres; 2- 26 3/4 
HCC 27/301 

1937 Md Realty Investment Trust to Kennedy 
WMA 64/562 

1962 F. Bowie Addison and wife from R. Kennedy Hanson & wife 
p.l 150 acres WMA 64/559 
p.2 130 acres; being part of a larger tract conveyed to Robert Crain from H. 
Richmond in 1914 HCC 27/301 
3&4 
Same conveyed to Hanson F.D. Mudd in 1941 WMA 75/303 
157/618 
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Charles County Land Records, Charles County Courthouse, La Plata, Maryland 
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CH-17 c. 1792 
Mt. Republican 
Newburg 
Private 

Situated on the crest of a ridge overlooking the Potomac River, Mt. 

Republican is today one of the finest Federal houses extant in Southern 

Maryland. The brick main block, three bays in length and having an end hall and 

double parlor floor plan, has main entrance doors with matching, elaborately 

traceried fanlights at both the north and south facades. The eave cornices are 

decorated with fluted triglyphs and metopes of diamonds, guttae, and chains. 

The pair of flush gable chimneys at each end are bridged, displaying a 

small diamond in glazed headers similar to that seen at nearby Waverley. The 

somewhat lower two-story east wing was added circa 1820, while the two one-

story additions to that are of a 20th century date. Apparently, most of the interior 

was remodeled early in the 19th century and in 1968, a fire destroyed most of 

the interior of the second floor and attic levels of the main house. 

Mt. Republican was the home of the Richmond family, although its 

construction is attributed to Theophilus Yates. 






