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EDWARD PYE GR?...VESTONE CHAS-175 

#7s Descriptions 

The monument marking the grave of Edward Pye is located in the 
former St. Charles Roman catholic Church cemetery, now under the 
auspices of the Churc.~ of our Lady, Star of the Sea (also known as 
St. Mary's Star of the sea Church). The cemetery, still in use, 
is on the north side of Old Indian Head Road (Strauss Ave.), about 
one-quarter mile west of its junction with Maryland Route 225, and 
one-quarter mile southwest of the junction of Maryland Routes 210 
and 225, at Glymont. It is said that the marker was moved to this 
location from its original site where a Pye family home formerly 
stood(about one-half mile directly north of the Church site) when 
that property was acquired and developed by the federal government 
in about 1940; however, no records documenting this move have been 
located. 

Of ornately carved sandstone, emb1azoned with the coat-of-arms 
of the Pye family on the crest and a skull and crossbones at the 
base, this monument is unique in Charles County in terms of its 
artistic merits, and despite its age and the fragile composition 
of the stone, displays no evidence of wear or deterioration. 
Inasmuch as the marker displays carvings of a quality of design 
and composition unrivaled by any others of similar type and age 
in the region, it possibly was imported from England where the 
Fye family originated from and to which they maintained close 
social, family and economic ties throughout the eighteenth and 
nineteenth centuries. 

The inscription on the stone, below the arms and the motto: "In 
Cruce Glorior," reads: 

Edward Joseph Pye, Esq. 
Born Feb. 6, 1767 
Died Jan. 2, 1801 

The Father of four Child~ 
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EDWARD PYE GRAVESTONE CHAS-175 

#8: Statement of Significance: 

This elaborately carved monument marking the grave of Edward 
Joseph Pye (1767-1801), emblazoned with the coat-of-arms of the Pye 
family and with a skull and crossbones at the base, is a remarkably 
well-preserved and sophisticated example of the stone carvers art. 
The fact that the marker is of sandstone makes it particularly 
unique since this material deteriorates very quickly in this 
climate and very few sandstone monuments, either flat or upright, 
survive. The stone is said to have been moved to this location 
from its original site near an early home of the Pye family that 
stood about one-half mile north of here when the Federal govern-
ment acquired and developed the property in the early 1940's. Its 
subsequent placement directly behind a larger monument of more recent 
vintage has no doubt contributed to its continued maintenance. 

The Pye family were English catholics and many members of the 
family remained loyal to the British throne during and after the 
American Revolution. Weal thy and for the most part well ·educated, 
they maintained close social, family and ecol)omic ties with England, 
frequently traveling back and forth between the two countries. In 
addition to landholdings in Britain and a plantation in Louisiana, 
they oYmed extensive property in Maryland. One of the largest single 
tracts they owned in Charles County was Cornwallis Neck, the peninsula 
bounded by -the I'otomac Ri-.rer and Mattawomo.n Cr'=ek that makes up 
present day Glyrr.ont and Indian Head. Encompassing some 5,000 acres, 
Cornwallis Neck (also referred to as Mattawoman Neck) was initially 
granted to Thomas Cornwallis, a prominent colonial figure, in 1665. 
The means by which the Pye family acquired this property is not yet 
known, but since Cornwallis died in England leaving a considerable 
extate in tnaryland, it is possible that the Pye family either pur
chased it or inherited it in England. 

The first mention of the Pye name in the Charles County land records 
occurs in 1706, although a "Mr. Edward Pye" appears as one of the 
Commissioners appointed to purchase lands in Charles County for the 
purpose of establishing tmms and ports under the Maryland General 
Assembly's 168-3 Act for the Advancement of Trade. 1 This is probably 
the same Edward Pye who commanded a company of "foote" soldiers in 
Charles County in 1689. 2 There is no mention of an Edward Pye in 
the seventeenth century land records, the first being Charles Pye in 
1706 and Walter Pye in 1719. In a complicated series of transfers 
executed in 1767 by :Edward, Duke of Norfolk, it is recorded that 
Charles Pye (who had died sometime prior to 1767 and who was conceivably 
the son of Edward Pye of 1683 and 1689) was the owner of over s,ooo 
acres of land in Charles County which descended to his son, John Pye, 
when his mother, then living in England, relinquished her rights 
to her late husbands Maryland estates.3 
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According to the 1783 tax assessments, the heirs of John Pye 
owned 2751 acres of Cornwallis Neck, the acreage having been reduced 
from the original 5,000 as a result of a series of transfers and 
divisions between various branches of the family.4 By 1800 their 
holdings amounted to less than half the amount recorded in 1783. 
By 1850 the family and its fortune had collapsed, larQ21Y due to 
losses suffered in the sale of their properties in England and 
Louisiana. Although a few descendents of the Pye family continue 
to live in the area, the name itself has disappeared. 

Edward Joseph Pye, who died in 1801, is believed to have been 
the brother of Charles Pye who sold the land where St. Charles 
Churc..'1-i was later built to the "Roman catholic Congregation of 
Cornwallis Neck" in 1800. In his will Edward Pye disinherited two 
of his four children, but his tombstone acknowledges the fact that 
he was indeed the" Father of four Children." 5 

Footnotes a 

1. Klapthor, Margaret Brown. History of Charles Countv, Marylanq. 
(Charles County Centennial Conunission, La Plata, Maryland.) 
1956. P• 32. 

2. Ibid. 
3. Land Records, Charles County Courthouse, La Plata, Maryland. 

Liber 0#3, folio 585. 
4. 1783 Tax Assessments, Charles Countys District No. 5, Land. 

Hall of Records, Annapolis, Marylanc:. 
5. Register of Wills Office, La Plata, Maryland. Wills1 Liber 

AL#l2, folio 15. 
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