CHAS-206 early 18th century
WICOMICO FIELDS

Mt. Victoria

Private

A historic and architecturally interesting house unfortunately
altered by later additions totally unsympathetic to its original
design, Wicomico Fields is one of Charles County's earliest brick
buildings.

Of Flemish bond construction with chamfered watertable, large
flush gable chimneys, and three bays wide on both side elevations,
Wicomico Fields is thought to be fairly representative of the type
of home built by fairly prosperous landowners and merchants of the
early eighteenth century. Early features included small windows
that were substantially increased in size to their present dimen-
sions in the early 19th century, and a four room floor plan with
two cater-cornered first floor fireplaces. Although no original
woodwork remains there is an attractive stair of a late 18th-early
19th century design.

Wicomico Fields was initially surveyed for Thomas Smoot in
1666, but in 1697 was formally granted to Notley Warren, eldest
son of Captain Humphrey Warren, Gent., who had previously established
his seat at nearby "Frailty" (Society Hill, CHAS-37). Throughout
most of the 18th and early 19th centuries, the property was owned
by John Courts and his descendants. Courts acquired the property

from the heirs of Notley Warren in the early 18th century.
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Although greatly altered in recent years, Wicomico Fields is one

of Charles County's earlier examples of Colonial architecture.
Located close to the shore of the Wicomico River, it faces directly
downriver to its junction with the Potomac, certainly a strategic
location for a colonist dependent on the river for transportation
and communication.

The architecture of Wicomico Fields, called "Nyce Manor" by its
present owners, suggests a construction date within the first half
of the eighteenth century, and a comparison of this building with
dated early eighteenth century structures indicates that it may
have been built as early as the first quarter of that century.

A modestly scaled, one-story, Flemish bond brick structure, three
bays wide on both side elevations, it has a steeply pitched gable
roof and large flush gable chimneys at each end. An examination

of the window and door openings indicates that the doors occupy
original locations, as do the windows, but that the latter openings
have been substantially enlarged from their original dimensions.
Other exterior features include a low, chamfered watertable that ¢
some areas is below existing grade. At each end of the house stana
remarkably ugly one-story additions, a reflection of its use for
the past few decades as a summer house.

The interior room configuration of the original house included two
south rooms with a stair hall and small "office" to the rear. The
two smaller rooms have cater—-cornered fireplaces, while the main
front room had a large fireplace on its end wall (this is possibly
a later alteration). The only early woodwork is an attractive
stair of early 19th century styling that rises along the north out-
side wall of the northeast room. All of the rooms have 20th cen-
tury woodwork framing the doors and windows. The baseboards,
however, might be late 18th or early 19th century. In recent years
the northwest first floor room was altered by the installation of

a small bathroom in this area. When the bathroom was added, a
small window was cut through the wall close to the right side of
the north door of the house.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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A historic and architecturally interesting house unfortunately
altered by later additions totally unsympathetic to its original
design, Wicomico Fields is one of Charles County's earliest brick
buildings.

Of Flemish bond construction with chamfered watertable, large
flush gable chimneys, and three bays wide on both side elevations,
Wicomico Fields is thought to be fairly representative of the type
of home built by fairly prosperous landowners and merchants of the

N early eighteenth century. Early features included small windows

' that were substantially increased in size to their present dimen-

sions in the early 19th century, and a four room floor plan with
two cater-cornered first floor fireplaces. Although no original
woodwork remains there is an attractive stair of a late 1l8th-early
19th century design.

Wicomico Fields was initially surveyed for Thomas Smoot in

1666, but in 1697 was formally granted to Notley Warren, eldest

son of Captain Humphrey Warren, Gent., who had previously established
his seat at nearby "Frailty" (Society Hill, CHAS-37). Throughout
most of the 18th and early 19th centuries, the property was owned

by John Courts and his descendants. Courts acquired the property
from the heirs of Notley Warren in the early 18th century.
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

Wicomico Fields is located on a 230 acre tract of land
identified as parcel 2, Map 84 of the Charles County
Tax Maps (revised January, 1976).
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J. Richard Rivoire, Consultant
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Charles County Planning Department July, 1978
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Charles County Courthouse 645-6537
CITY OR TOWN STAYE

La Plata Maryland

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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