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CHAS-207 
MANSION HALL 
Private 
In recent years Charles County has 
important architectural landmarks. 
although now gone, fortunately had 
features recorded before they were 

circa 1700; circa 1830 

lost several of its most 
Mansion Hall is one that, 

several of its significant 
lost forever. 

A small one and one-half story frame structure with two chimneys 
at each end, Mansion Hall, like many others of this type, was 
actually much older than it appeared. 

Initially built in the late seventeenth or early eighteenth 
century as a one-room dwelling, Mansion Hall had several rather 
remarkable features, including large ceiling beams with their 
lower edges cut on the sides and bottoms in a double ogee pattern. 
A similar profile was repeated on a corner stair which had a 
square post terminating in a knob-like finial, a molded rail 
and slat balusters. Dr. H. Chandlee Forman has illustrated 
this stair in several of his publications, referring to it as 
"the first Jacobean stair found in Maryland." 

In about 1830 the house was extensively enlarged, reflecting the 
increasing economic prosperity of the Gray family, owners of 
Mansion Hall from the early eighteenth century until 1882. 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Since Mansion Hall is today a total ruin, most of the information 
on which this description is based was derived from physical 
and historical data published by Dr. H. Chandlee Forman in three 
of his books on early Maryland architectural (see Bibliography}, 
as well as what fragments of the building have survived for 
recording. 

Measuring 28' square, Mansion Hall was of frame construction, 
one and one-half stories beneath a dormered gable roof. At 
each end of the house stood two brick chimneys. 

Facing south, the front elevation was three bays wide. The 
entrance door occupied the off-centered middle bay and the 
windows framed sash of 6-over-9 panes. Across the front was 
a shed-roofed porch and on the front roof slope two pedimented 
dormers. The rear, north elevation, also three bays wide, 
had windows of 4-over-2 pane sash and two pedimented dormers 
on the roof. There was no porch on this elevation. At the 
east end were two brick chimneys with stepped weatherings and 
free-standing stacks. To the left of the southeast chimney 
was a door that presumably once led to a detached kitchen. To 
the right of the same chimney was a window. A second smaller 
window was centered in the roof gable. On the west end were 
two additional chimneys, the larger southwest chimney with 
brick tiled weatherings and its companion with stepped weatherings. 
Both had free-standing stacks. Flush to the right of the stack 
of the smaller chimney was a narrow two-pane window. Centered 
in the gable was a second window of 4-over-2 panes. 

Mansion Hall was initially built as a one-room plus attic house 
measuring 17' wide by 18' deep. Certain architectural features 
of the original house indicate that it might have been built 
as early as the late-seventeenth or early eighteenth century. 
In about 1830 the house was enlarged by extending it at the east 
end by about 11' and adding two small rooms across the back, 
the last giving its roof a "salt box" profile. The two east 
and one northwest end chimneys, the dormers and the front porch 
are all contemporary with the c. 1830 alteration. It was also 
at this time that the entire house was sheathed with flush beaded 
boards. 

It is the original interior woodwork of the oldest part of the 
house that establishes the significance of Mansion Hall as one 
of Charles County's most important pre-1750 buildings. 

Although by any standards a modest structure, the original 
Mansion Hall was probably fairly representative of the types 
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In recent years Charles County has lost several of its most important 
architectural landmarks. Mansion Hall is one that, although now gone, 
fortunately had several of its significant features recorded before 
they were lost forever. 

A small one and one-half story frame structure with two chimneys at 
each end, Mansion Hall, like many others of this type, was actually 
much older than it appeared. 

Initially built in the late seventeenth or early eighteenth century 
as a one-room dwelling, Mansion Hall had several rather remarkable 
features, including large ceiling beams with their lower edges cut 
on the sides and bottoms in a double ogee pattern. A similar profile 
was repeated on a corner stair which had a square post terminating 
in a knob-like finial, a molded rail and slat balusters. Dr. H. Chandlee 
Forman has illustrated this stair in several of his publications, re
ferring to it as "the first Jacobean stair found in Maryland." 

In about 1830 the house was extensively enlarged, reflecting the 
increasing economic properity of the Gray family, owners of Mansion 
Hall from the early eighteenth century until 1882. 
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ll!JGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY--------

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

Mansion Hall is located on a large tract of 
unspecified acreage identified as parcel 6, 
Map 52 of the Charles County Tax Map (revised 
Jan. 1976) . 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 
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J. Richard Rivoire, Consultant 
ORGANIZATION DATE 

... 

Charles County Planning Department January 1. 1978 
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE 

Charles County Courthouse 645-6537 
CITY OR TOWN STATE 

La pl ata Maryl and 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 

PS· 1108 
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of small utilitarian dwellings lived in by a vast majority of the region's 
early colonists. However, the builder of Mansion Hall went to great length 
to improve the interior of the house to the end result that Mansion Hall 
was a rather extraordinary example of this otherwise simple and very basic 
house type. Some of these details, later covered by the c. 1830 alterations, 
escaped the attention of Dr. Forman and are not mentioned in his various 
discussions of the house. When the house collapsed, these features were re
vealed and are recorded here. 

Because of the extensive alterations and later deterioration that occurred, 
little is known about the original exterior appearance of the house other 
than its dimensions and the existence of a west end chimney. It is probable 
that the door and window closest to the west end of the south front occupied 
original locations, as well as a door on the rear wall which later became an 
interior door. A door at the east end opening into the later southeast room 
was probably originally a window. It is likely that there were no dormers 
on the roof and that the exterior walls and roof were sheathed with riven 
clapboards. 

On the interior the house had wide pine floorboards and brick nagged walls 
covered with lath and plaster. The baseboards had a narrow ogee molding 
on their upper edge. The same narrow ogee profile was used as an applied 
molding on the narrow window and door surrounds. On all four walls was a 
3 1/2" one-piece chairrail, beaded on its top and bottom edge. 

Two of the most interesting details are the treatment of the exposed ceiling 
beams and a short length of balustrade at the base of a corner stair. All 
of the ceiling beams (4" by 7") had their lower edges molded on the sides and 
bottoms in a shallow ogee profile, resulting in a very distinctive decorative 
effect. The stair, which Dr. Forman refers to as "the first Jacobean stair 
found in Maryland," was largely enclosed within a board sheathed closet lo
cated in the northwest corner of the first floor room. Its bottom three 
treads were, however, exposed and had a balustrade composed of a square post 
beaded on all four edges and terminating in a knob-like finial, an elaborately 
shaped rail in a double-ogee profile, and slat balusters cut in a similar 
pattern. Unfortunately, there is no information available as to the treat
ment of the fireplace surround or the attic chamber. 
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