CH-23 early 18th century
Catslide Roof House (Burch House) with 19th century alterations
Port Tobacco

Private

The Burch House began as a one-story structure with a hall and parlor
floor plan and a single exterior chimney at each end. Early in the 19th century
the front slope of the roof was raised to provide for the full second-floor rooms.
At a slightly later date, the rear slope was extended to provide for two rear
additions. The long slope of this roof gives it the name catslide. The Burch
House is one of the earliest examples of an original two-room plan in Charles
County and is one of four surviving 18th century buildings in the former county
seat of Port Tobacco. It is now owned by the Society for the Restoration of Port

Tobacco, Inc.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL ({f known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This building has the type of sloping roof known
ag a “salt box" or 'leat slide", The house is in ruinous
condition howeverﬁe to thisg it is easier to see the
various stages of construction,

The original house was probably only of one room
depth and two in length,There was no center hall-access
wasg from a door in the largest of the two rooms, This portion
appears to be of very great date, The one mantle that remains
intact was removed and is stored in another building owned
by the Society, The doors are beaded battens with large H
and HL hinges Bastened with rose headed nails and leather
rivets, The floors are randomwidth and the wagl treatment

is plaster,

1t appears th:t sometime in the late 18th, or sarly
19th, century the 3gsond floor was added and then much latcr
the rear cells andjstair ad<ed and the rear roof extended
to give it the cat slide appearance,

The house sits on brick foundations with a
cellar beneath with the exception of the rear additionswhich
rests on brick and concrete pillars,

The chimneys have hips at the second floor level
and appear to be of single:fIueg The chimney base on the
W gable is arched whilethe other is solid,
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (Include Personages, Dates, Events, Etc.)

This house is very probably the oldest liouse standing
in Port Tobacco and would merit restoration if Eor that f£act
only, There are hopes expressi by the Society to eventually
regtore .at least portions of the town (reconstruction), At
the present time the Charles County courthouse of the 1821 to
1892 period is to be recenstructed and coupled with the private
regstorations of the few remaining dwellings restoration of the
Burch llouse would add greatly to theoverall environment,
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LSTATE Maryland ~ HISTORIC AMERICAN BUILDINGS SURVEY

coumir) TC};)arles INVEMTORY

’ ort Tobacco .

TOWN VICINITY

CTREET NO. 2. name  Salt Box House

18th Centu earl
oricinaL owner  Unknown DATE OR PERIOD l'dry ( y)
. styce 2alt Box or Cat slide

ORIGINAL USE Residence Tobacco Unkn

PRESENT OWNER for Rest. of Port / ARcHiTeCT | LTANOWH

P RESENT USE %l%%ant : BUILDER Unknown

WALL CONSTRUCTION Frame 3. FOR LIBRARY OF CONGRESS USE

No. oF sTories 1 1/2
4. NOTABLE FEATURES, HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE aN( DESCRIP TION OPEN TO PUBLIC
This structure in its existing state measures approximately 28" 6" wide and 28'
"' deep. It has remarkable and unique outside chimneys at each end, the west
Chimney having an arched opening at the bottom by which entry can be made from
the outside to the shallow cellar below the house. These chimneys, the mortise

pund tenon construction and other features indicate that thek¥ ~nar—rxtipmar nr-—x

with the existing chimneys, but that early in its existence, a lean-'t~ was added
to the back, and the rear roof slope extended in a straight line from the existing
ridge pole to the rear of the lean-to. At a nuch later time, probably latter 19th
Century, it is apparent that the front of the original A-roof was raised to provide
additional attic or 2nd floor space at which time the three existing upstairs win-
dows were added in the front. The building probably originated about the time
that Port Tobacco (officially named Charlestown by the Md. Assembly 1727) was
flesignated to be the County Seat. It is possible however that the house was built
prior to 1727, since there was a village known as Chandlerstown at this location
which was absorbed into the County Seat.

PHYSICAL CONMITION 2 LfPUCTUFE Endongered Interior € xterior

The physical condition of the building is extremely endangered, but much of the
priginal material remains and could be preserved into the restored structure
if immediate steps are taken to save it.
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CH-23
\ ) Cat Slide Roof House
~ (Burch House)

LY

1892 Boundaries of the Village of Port Tobacco, Charles County,
Maryland, Showing the Locations of Buildings, Sites, and Areas
(Aboriginal and Colonial) of Archaeological Significance, that
Exist Within the Settlement. Reduced and Drawn from the Original

H.C. Page Survey of 1892 by J.R. Rivoire, February,01973.
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CH-23

Village of Port Tobacco, Charles County,
Maryland, about 1890

Printed for and Distributed by The Society for
the Restoration of Port Tobacco, Inc.

By Rosemary Coyle Warner, April, 1970 (?)
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