
CH-23 
Catslide Roof House (Burch House) 
Port Tobacco 
Private 

early 18th century 
with 19th century alterations 

The Burch House began as a one-story structure with a hall and parlor 

floor plan and a single exterior chimney at each end. Early in the 19th century 

the front slope of the roof was raised to provide for the full second-floor rooms. 

At a slightly later date, the rear slope was extended to provide for two rear 

additions. The long slope of this roof gives it the name catslide. The Burch 

House is one of the earliest examples of an original two-room plan in Charles 

County and is one of four surviving 18th century buildings in the former county 

seat of Port Tobacco. It is now owned by the Society for the Restoration of Port 

Tobacco, Inc. 
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1. DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION 
E>Ccellenl 0 Good 0 Foir 0 

(Check One) 

Altered KJ Unaltered 0 INTEGRITY 

(Check One) 

Oetorlorotod 0 Rulna 12) Une>Cposed 0 
(Chock Ono) 

Moved 0 Original Site £] 
DESCRIBE TH E PRESENT ANO ORIGINAL ( /I known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

T is bJildin~ has the type of slopin~ roof kno•m 
ns "s lt bo>:" o .. ~ynt slid .... ". l'he house is in ruinous 
condition ho•TCV-r f''~ue to t : s ~ · t is e sicr to see the 
various st~es vL constructio•. 

The ori0 in 1 house uas prob bly only of one room 
dcptn and t10 in lcngth. l'here was no center h 11- acccos 
mis fron n door in the lar est of the two rooms . l'his portion 

ppears to be of very grert date . The one it ntle that i:-emains 
intnct was re ove:d and is stored in another buildin., ot·med 
by the Society . ihe doors are beaded bati:ens with large ll 
and !IL hin es fastened wi th rose he dcd nails and le t 1•'.:!r 
riveta . '.('he floors nrc- rnndoaHidth and the Wllil treatment 
is pl"ster . ~ 

It np>C rs th t sonetime in t1e lntc lSt . ore rly 
l )tl • century the sesond flool· mis oddc.d rutd then much lnt r 
~·e rc:n- cells o.ndf"stair e~ and the rear roof extcnd~d 
to ive it the cat slide appe rmcc . 

The house sits on brick foundations wit a 
cellar beneath with the el:ception of th- r ar addition whic 
rests on brick an concrete pillars . 

fl e chimne s hnve hips nt t e second floor level 
and .' cnr to be of single fllu The chimney b se on the 

ble is arched ll ilc.t e other is solid. 
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SPECIFIC OATEISI (11Appllceb1o endKnowll) 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 
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Historic D Industry D 

Agrl culture 0 Invention 0 
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Commerce 0 Architecture D 
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D 

D 
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D 
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0 

STATEMENT OF SICNIFtC ANCE (1nc1ude Per•ona(lee, Dates, Events, Etc.) 

20th Century O 

Urban Planning 

Other (Specify) 

This house is v ery pt·obobly the oldest house stcnding 
in Port fo~ncco and .• ould merit restor:ition if for thnt fact 
only. There are 'opes express! by the Society to ev~ntunlly 
reatore at lenst portions of the totm (reconstruction) . ~t 
the present time the Charles County courthouse of the 1821 to 
1892 period is to be reconstructed nnd couple<l with the private 
restor tions of the fc~ reraaininf'! dwellings restoration of the 
Burch .ouse uoul add i.;reatly to theoverall cnviroruncnt . 
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Q 
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. 10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
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CITY OR TOWN: STATE CODE 
~ I . 1..£ " .-·l and 

12. STATE LIAISON OFFICER CERTIFICA1 ION NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION 

As the designated State L1aison Officer £or the Na-
I he rebv cer tify that this property is included in the 

tional Histonc Preservation Act of 1966 (Pubhc Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this properly for Inclusion Na tiona l Registe r. 

in the Nationa I Register and certify that it has been 

evaluated according LO the criteria and proce<tires set 

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 
Chief , Office of Archeology and Historic P reservation 

level of significance of this nomination 1s: 

National 0 State 0 L ocal 0 

Date 
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STREET NO. 

0R1c1NAL owNe R Unknown 
0R1c1NAL use Residence 
PRESENT owN ER Soc. for Rest. 
PRESENT usE Vacant 
•ALL coNsTRucT10N Frame 
NO. OF STORIES 1 1/2 

2. N-'o.AE Salt Box House 

Tobaccc~ 

of Port / 

oA TE ois PERroo 18th Century (early) 
sTYLE alt Box or Cat slide 
ARCHnEcr Unknown 
aurLoER Unknown 

3. FOR LIBRARY OF CONGRESS USE 

4. i'IOTABLE FEATUPES, HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE AN(' DESCRIPTION OPEN TO PUBLIC 

This structure in its existing state measures approximately 28' 6" wide and 28 1 

o" Jeep. It has remarkable and unique outside chimneys at each end, the west 
chimney having an arched opening at the bottom by which entry can be made from 
ht' ourside to the shallow cellar below the house. These chimneys, the mortl~e 
l.m~ tenon construction Hnd other tea lures rnLiJi..:rt.re rhtH rht!'Y:;~~r--rrxri1mxliTM"bcrl--;i: 
·u1rn~"'uubaate<.a'UKUD. building started as a vne scory, two room, A- root house: 

with the existing chimneys, but that early in its existence, a lean-~llJr; was added 
o the back, and the rear roof slope extended in a straight line from the existing 

""idge pole to the rear of the lean-w. At a much later time, probably latter 19th 
Century, it is apparent that the front of the original A-roof was raised to provide 
additional attic or 2nd floor space at which time the three existing upstairs win­
dows were added in the front. The building probably originated about the time 
that Port Tobacco (officially named Charlestown by the Md. Assembly 1727) was 
l:iesignated to be the County Seat. It is possible however that the house was built 
orior to 1727, . since there was a village known as Chandlers town at this location 
which was absorbed into the County Seat. 

fnteri er E •••tior 

The physical condition of the building is extremely endangered, but much of the 
Original material remains and could be preserved into the restored structure 
f immediate steps are taken to save it. 

~ 6. LOCATION MAJ> (Plan Optional: 

:!. PUOLISHCD SC'URCES l..tuff.or. Tltle. Po'lr's) 

INTERVIE'*S, RECOROS, PHOTOS, <;TC. 

.. 

7.PHOTOGRAPH 

19. NAME. ADDRESS AND TITLE t•F RECORDER 

DA TE OF RECORC 

l 'I, 

·~· .. 
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·cH-23 
Cat Slide Roof House 

(Burch House) 

1892 Boundaries of the Village of Port Tobacco, Charles County, 
Maryland, Showing the Locations of Buildings, Sites, and Areas 
(Aboriginal and Colonial) of Archaeological Significance, that 
Exist Within the Settlement. Reduced and Drawn from the Original 
H.C. Page Survey of 1892 by J.R. Rivoire, February, 1973. 
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Village of Port Tobacco, Charles County, 
Maryland, about 1890 

Printed for and Distributed by The Society for 
the Restoration of Port Tobacco, Inc. 
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