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Friendship Farm, (John Rowe House) 

 

Architectural Survey File 

This is the architectural survey file for this MIHP record. The survey file is organized reverse-

chronological (that is, with the latest material on top). It contains all MIHP inventory forms, National 

Register nomination forms, determinations of eligibility (DOE) forms, and accompanying documentation 

such as photographs and maps. 

Users should be aware that additional undigitized material about this property may be found in on-site 

architectural reports, copies of HABS/HAER or other documentation, drawings, and the “vertical files” at 

the MHT Library in Crownsville. The vertical files may include newspaper clippings, field notes, draft 

versions of forms and architectural reports, photographs, maps, and drawings. Researchers who need a 

thorough understanding of this property should plan to visit the MHT Library as part of their research 

project; look at the MHT web site (mht.maryland.gov) for details about how to make an appointment. 

All material is property of the Maryland Historical Trust. 
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CHAS-27 
FRIENDSHIP FARM (John Rowe House) 
Mason's Spring 
Private 

early and mid-19th 
century 

The single, most interesting feature of this rambling frame 

farmhouse is its three-part east wing consisting of two one-

room structures joined by a one-story hyphen. Believed to 

date from the late 18th or early 19th century, both main parts 

of this wing have a single exterior chimney with stepped 

shoulders at their east ends, and a single north window of 

9-over-6 sash. There is some physical evidence to suggest 

that the section of the wing closest to the main block was 

originally somewhat larger and that a portion of it was in-

corporated into the two-story section when that part of the 

present house was built in the mid-19th century. 
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6NAME 
HISTORIC 

FRIENDSHIP FARM (John Rowe House} 
AND/OR COMMON 

EILOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

South side of MD. Rte. 237 
CITY. TOWN 

Mason's Springs ..X. VICINITY OF 

STATE 

Maryland 

DcLAsSIFICATION 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS 
_DISTRICT _PUBLIC XoccuP1ED 

X~ILDING(S) X.PRIVATE _UNOCCUPIED 

_STRUCTURE _BOTH _WORK IN PROGRESS 

_SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 
_OBJECT _IN PROCESS _YES RESTRICTED 

_BEING CONSIDERED _YES: UNRESTRICTED 

XNO 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

Thomas E. Rowe 
STREET & NUMBER 

Friendship Farm 
CITY. TOWN 

Indian Head _ v1c1N1TY oF 

IJLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 

REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC. Charles County Courthouse 
STREET & NUMBER 

Charles Street (P.O. Box B} 
CITY. TOWN 

La Plata 

II REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

DATE 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

1st 
COUNTY 

Charles 

PRESENT USE 

_AGRICULTURE _MUSEUM 

_COMMERCIAL __ PA~K 

_EDUCATIONAL 2:lPRIVATE RESIDENCE 

_ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS 

_GOVERNMENT _SCIENTIFIC 

_INDUSTRIAL _TRANSPORTATION 

_MILITARY _OTHER 

Telephone #: 

STATE I Zl.p code 
Maryland 

Liber #: 157 
Folio #: 626 

STATE 

Maryland 20646 

_FEDERAL _$TATE _COUNTY -LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 
SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY, TOWN STATE 



B DESCRIPTION 

_EXCELLENT 

~OOD 
_FAIR 

CONDITION 

_DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_ UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

~UNALTERED 
-ALTERED 

CHECK ONE 

X ORIGINAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE __ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

A four part frame house, Friendship Farm is of interest for its 
earliest east end section: two one-story buildings connected by 
a hyphen. Each of the two main parts of this section of the house 
has a single chimney with stepped shoulders at their east end. 
Both are one bay in width, having a single 9-over-6 window in 
their north walls. The one closest to the main block has a later 
dormer window on the front, north slope of the roof as well as a 
small frame pent to the right of the chimney base. There are some 
features of this part of the house that suggest it might have been 
larger and that a portion of it was incorporated into the circa 
1840-50 main block. Both parts of the earliest section of the 
house are believed to have been built at the same time, possibly 
as early as the late 18th century but more likely the early 19th 
century. 

The main block is three bays wide; the transomed entrance door 
is located in the third bay from the west end of the north front. 
The two first and three second floor windows of this side frame 
sash of 6-over-6 sash and there is a one-story porch with tapered 
posts and balustrade. At the west end of the gable roof is a 
single flush gable chimney. Later alterations and additions to tr 
building include a shed roofed one-story extension across the sout •. 
side of the main block and the raising and extending of the rear 
roof slope of the east end section giving it its present "salt box" 
profile. The house is presently sheathed with asbestos siding and 
the roof with asphalt shingles. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



II SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

EHISTORIC 

_1400-1499 

_1500-1599 

_1600-1699 

_1700-1799 

~1800-1899 
~1900-

---ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC 

---ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC 

---AGRICULTURE 

XRCHITECTURE 

---ART 

_COMMERCE 

-COMMUNICATIONS 

SPECIFIC DATES 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

_COMMUNITY PLANNING 

_CONSERVATION 

-ECONOMICS 

-EDUCATION 

-ENGINEERING 

-EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT 

_INDUSTRY 

_INVENTION 

-LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

-LAW 

_LITERATURE 

_MILITARY 

_MUSIC 

_PHILOSOPHY 

_POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

BUILDER/ ARCHITECT 

_RELIGION 

_SCIENCE 

-SCULPTURE 

_SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

_THEATER 

_TRANSPORTATION 

_OTHER (SPECIFY) 

The single, most interesting feature of this rambling frame farm
house is its three-part east wing consisting of two one-room 
structures joined by a one-story hyphen. Believed to date from 
the late 18th or early 19th century, both main parts of this wing 
have a single exterior chimney with stepped shoulders at their 
east ends, and a single north window of 9-over-6 sash. There is 
some physical evidence to suggest that the section of the wing 
closest to the main block was originally somewhat larger and that 
a portion of it was incorporated into the two-story section when 
that part of the present house was built in the mid-19th century. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



IJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

CONTINUE ON SE~AR.ATE SHEET I~ NECESS~Y 

II!JGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY--------

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

Friendship Farm is located on a 135.05 acre tract of land 
identified as parcel 97, Map 21 of the Charles County Tax 
Maps (revised January, 1976). 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

----------------------------------~~~~ STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME I TITLE 

J. Richard Rivoire, Consultant 
ORGANIZATION DATE 

Charles County Planning Department August, 1978 
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE 

Charles County Courthouse 645-6537 
CITY OR TOWN STATE 

La Plata Maryland 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 
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FRIENDSHIP FARM (Rowe House)-
View From NE JRRivoire, 1978 
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