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Waverley, a large two-story brick home long associated 
with the Harris and Hungerford families of Charles County, 
stands at the end of a private drive about three-quarters 
of a mile east of Lower Cedar Point (Morguntown) in the lower 
Potomac River Valley. The entru.nce to the property is 
on the east side of the Wuyside-Norgantown Road, about 
one mile south of Wayside. The 136 acres nominated encompass 
several historic features, including the house, the originu.l 
entrance approach and gate posts (the approach drive has 
been abandoned fo~ many years and is largely overgrown, though 
still disccrnable), the sites of several field cabins, and 
U1at portion of the original acreage that remains a part 
of the existing Waverley tract. 

The five bay, Flemish-bond principal facade of the main 
block, facing the Potomac River, has centered, elliptically 
headed entrance framed by panelled jambs and headed by a 
headed fanlight. Within the doorway and flanking the 
double door are narrow tapered columns and three-pane 
sidelights. At the base of the fanlight and hidden by a 
shelf above the door are two small lead figures of a boy 
and girl, purportedly giving good for-':une to those who pass 
beneath. Flanking the' entrance are four large windows of 
twelve over brnlve lights, with flat arches of splayed 
stretcher brick, and louvered blinds that are a replacement 
of earlier :i;:anelled ones. Across th•: second floor level 
arc five wir·dows of eight over twelv:: sash. Below the 
first floor windows are four small wJod barred cellar window~. 
There is no watertable. Toward the :nd of the nineteenth 
century a ore story porch was built ::icross this elevation 
and traces c• f its outline can be dis ::erncd in the brickwork. 
A brick entrance stoop now fronts th3 doorw(iy. 

The rec:.r (north) elevation of t~e main block was originc: 
only three bays in width but a later addition (c. 1823) 
built again~t the east end toward th2 northeast corner 
extended thi.s facade two additional ociys at both floor lcvelf. 
Centered on the original wall area is an arched·doorway 
similar in treatment to that of the principal facade except 
that the arch £tames an unornamentcd board panel. Origin(ll 
brickwork behind this panel negates any possibility that 
tho arch one e framed a fanlight. The two flanking windows 
and the three second floor windO\'v'S arc treated in the same 
manner as those of the facade. On b:>th elevations the roof 
cornice is of stepped brick with one course of brick set on 
the diagona:. in a sawtooth fashion. The two first and seconc 
floor bays of the addition consist of transomed end doors 
and adjaceni·. windows treated the same as those of. the main 
bloc~. At t:.he time that the addition was made a two story 
porch with balustraaed roof supported by tapered colunms of 
the Doric oi.-dcr was built across the entire rear facade. 
Mortices for the floor and roof joists of the porch, provided 
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7. DESCRIPTION, continued 

for when the wine; was built, but punched into the walls of 
the ma.in block, document the fact that the addition and porch 
were contemporary to one CJ.nother. \Vhcn the present owners 
acquired the property in the early 1960's, the porch was in 
need of massive structural repair and was removed and rebuilt, 
using a brick floor in place of the original frame floor and 
five slightly larger columns instead of the original six. 

Both ends of the main block are of common bond construction 
and are not as finely built as the front and rear facades. 
Since the brick courses of the e_nds do not match those of 
the front and rear walls, and th~ latter crudely bonded into 
the former it h.:is been speculated thc:.t the ends of the house 
remain from an earlier structure incorporated into the presen·: 
building. The two windows of each floor level on the fully 
exposed west end match precisely thor.c of the front and 
rear elevations and there is no evidc~nce whatsoever that 
they were ev~r altered. in size or location. At each ·end of 
the house are two flush chjmneys joilled by brick curtain 
walls to a point slightly above the j·oof peak. On each 
end of the house, between the top of the curtain:; and the top 
of the attic window heads, the initic:ls "MAH" (for Morgan 
A. Harris) are set in glazed 11eac1..ers Just above the initial:;, 
ag<\in at botll ends, is a s1i1all lozen~re, also of glazed 
headers. This same glazed brick decoration is seen on the 
chimney curt.:iin of Mt. Republican, a significant Federal 
house about four miles west of this property. While the 
chimney curtain of .Mt. Republican is by all 'appearances 
original those at Waverley are not, a claim substantiated 
by the presence of seams in the brid·work and variations 
in the coloring <md size of the bricLs in the area between 
the attic windows and the tops of the curtain walls. Thus, 
Morgan Harris' initials and the smu.11 diamonds were added 
after the house was first built. 

The present covc:ring of the gable roof of the main block 
and the circa 1826 cast extension is of slu.te but fragments 
pf eal~lier wood shinqle3 can be found in the attic of the 
~ain block. The roof, which on the main block is flat at 
the crown, is heavily framed but does not utilize purlins, 
a ridge pole, or brucing other than C'Ollars. The collars haw~ 
~ half-dovetailed half-lap where they arc joined to the 
rafters. Th2 rafters themselves are morticed, tenoned and 
t?inm;d at the ridge and arc butted onto a flat board plate 
L1id on top of th12 front .:ind rear walls. 'l'his type of f rarning 
~s a coMnon fcatur0 of early nineteenth century buildings 
in lower Southern MaryLmd. 'l'he use of cut nails th:i.·oughout 

'-------------·----------------------·----~------·------' 
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7. DESCRIPTION, continued 

seems to indicate that the roof might have been rebuilt 
after the fire. 

I 

At the east end of the house, in addition to and directly 
behind the two story addition previously mentioned, stands 
a long, one-story kitchen-hyphen wing of undetermined age. 
Although there is a consistancy in the bonding of the outside 
walls, variations in the thicknesses of the hyphen walls 
(see plan) suggest that this part might constitute the 
alteration of an earlier structure. '!'he hyphen is presently 
divided int.o two rooms, a narrow hall with an adjoining 
pantry. Below the pantry floor is a brick walled openinq 
that might have initially served as an outside entrance to 
the cellar of the main block. It is possible that the south 
wall of th•! pantry is later and tha"!: only the hall, or at 
least part of it, served as the actu~l connecting link 
between th.~ two buildings, or is part of a structure that 
preceeded the present' ki tchen-hyphe.1 arrangement. 

The f lrst floor room configuration of Waverley consist~
of four rO•)ms, a small entrance vestibule and a larger rear 
stair hall.* One of the most inter2sting interior features 
of the hou3e is the manner in which the two first floor fror.t 
rooms are ~rranged so that each extends half-way into that 
area throuJh which the hall would pass. To compcnsdte for 
this the C3ntered entrance on the i:rincipal facilde opens 
into a small trianguL:ir shaped vestibule, with angled doors 
opening into the two adjoining roorrs. At the rear of the 
house the 3tair hall terminates in about t~e middle of 
the house, also with angled doors cpcning into tha two froni: 
rooms. Th Ls same arrangement of par ti ti on walls is repeate<l 
in the basement, as well as on the second floor. All of 
the partition walls are of brick. The main stair, positionJd 
on the west wall of the hall, rise~ in four flights to the 
attic, interrupted by two landings. 'I'hc simple detail of 
this stair, with delicate posts and lightly turned balusters, 
is characteristic of the Federal period. When the house 
was restored in ci1e late 1960's, panelling was added to the 
sido wallE of the stair to a height level with that of the 
balustrade. 

Throl.ghout the house the wood\mrk, icluding doors, windows, 
mantles ard hardware is all characteristic of the Federal I 
period, and all of it installed at one time with few alterations 
since, excepting the loss of several first flodr carpenter 
locks, the punelling on the stair wall and a.small arr:ount 
of panelling addcJ to a wall of the library. All of the rooms 
0f the house are finished in a light and airy manner, free 
of extraneous deLlil, and are extri]mely handsome in "ppeurance. 

(See continuation 5 hcct No. 3) 1.PO 921-7<4 
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7. DESCRIPTION, continued 

When the house was restored by the present owners great care 

DATE 

was tu ken to c<lmo ufl~gc tb e introduction of modern conveniences, 
including plumbing and electricity. The two princip.:.il bilthrooms 
are contained in two rooms of the 1826 addition, areas that 
had previously been used for storage. A third half-bath 
is built into the triangular area above the first floor 
entrance vestibule and a fourth at the end of an attic 
hall. The kitchen, a near ruin when the restoration commenced, 
has experienced the grc.:itest number of changes, inclucling 
a new brjck floor, panelled walls, new sash and doors ond 
accompanying moundings, and a reconstruction of the original 
walk-:in fire·place. One of the most :'.nteresting features of 
the kitchen is an extremely deep and narrow stair to an 
attic loft '.hat is enclosed between the kitchen-pantry partition 
wall. 

*This floor plan, not recorded elsew~ere in the region and 
believed to be unique, is based on a traditional Southern 
.Maryland pl .m used throughout the ei:rhtecnth century, its 
earljest re~ordeJ example dating cir~a 1720-25 and the latest. 
circa 1800. Normally the conflguration would consist of 
two lni:go f :-ont rooms, one of which would be longer than 
the other a1d into which the principal entrance door would 
open, and a centered rear sti:l.ir hall extending half the dept! 
of the hous~ and flanked by two lesser rooms • 

• 

When W1vcrlGy was acquired by the present owners the 
grounds around the house had overgrown to such an extent 
that it was impossible to photograph the house at any angle. 
With the cl~nring of the site it is now possible to observe 
several int~re~ting f~atures. Th~ most notable of these are 
irri<J;1tion ditches separating the ir.-unc.dii:1te grounds from 
form0r orclnrd areas. Buildings remaining include a brick and 
fra1~10 quarter, initially a one story brick structure believe•l 
to have been built in the early nineteenth century and then 
raised to a two story hci9ht in the l.:itc nineteenth century, 
and a brick, pyramid roofed dairy. Sites include that of 
an eighteenth century combination cc•rncrib and jail and an 
icehouse. Remnunts of brick and gru.vcl walks leading from the 
house to the wells, serv.:mts house, and the ri ve'rshore cnn stilJ 
be seen. Not far from the west end of th8 -house is the Harris 
Limily ccnietcry containing the gr~ve::; of Morgan Harris, his 
t\,1 0 wives, scvcr.:il of their childrtJn .:rnd numerous dcsc:endnnts. 

---------------.. ·------------------·---------------------
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Waverley is well known throughout the lower Southern 
Maryland re9ion, not only for its distinctive architecture, 
but also as the house supposedJ.y built by Dr. Morgan Harris, 
member of a once prominent and influential family. Although 
it is now an accepted fact that Dr. Harris did not actually 
build the house, his influence on its present form estab
lishes a close bond between the two. 

Waverley is situated on a tract of land not far from 
the site of Burrough Hall, a garnbrel-roofed frame house 
buj,l t in 1774 by Colonel Thomas H.1rris, where Morgan Harris 
was born and raised. As a member of a moderately wealthy 
family, Xv organ was provided with .imple opportunity and 
training for personal advancement. Although the opposite 
is true cf all mer1lbers of his inilllt~diate family, there is 
scant bicgraphical material relat:_ng to Morgan's early lif.3. 
It is kncwn, however, that when a young man, he and his 
brother 'lhomas had left the count• 1 and resided in the West 
Indies. When Morgan returned to c~harlcs County in about 
1819-1820, he brought with him a Hife of Creole ancestry. 
This union spawned great controve:~sy at the time and is 
still the object of much local speculation and comment. 

Morgan and Ann Harris first ~ived at Burrough Hall, 
but in 182 3, Morgan inherited Wave:rley, then known as Bowl ~s 
Purchase and St. George and consi~,ting of about 473 acres. 
Historical and physical evidence strowi ly suggcs ts that a 
large brick house, similar in plan to the house existing 
today, had been built on tl1e prop8rty about 1795. When 
Morgan ac1uired the property, the building was either in 
need of extensive repairs or was merclv modernized. What
ever the case,. Morg.:.m Harris replaced the roof, built 
curtains oetween the chimneys which he emblazoned with his 
initials and changed the interior finishings. By about 
1826, he had also added a brick ki tchcn, an auxiliary stai :: 
wirg, and u large rear porch. The hou:J E: as it' is today 
reflects d strong Federal influence, all of it contemporary 
to Morgan Harris' residence. Except for minor improvemcm tn 
made durincJ its recont restoration, the hom;e remains almost 
exactly t}1e way MoJ:-~1an Harris last saw it. 

(see continuation sheet #4) 
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9. t S IEl~eM, continued 

Waverley, because of its extremely unusual floor pla.n, 
five bay principal facade, and wealth of simple but hu.ndsomc 
interior detail, deserves recognition as one of the better and 
more complete examples of Federal architecture in Southern 
Maryland. The fact that it is an alteration of. an ~arlier 
building docs not diminish its significu~ce when one considers 
the thorou<;hn~:;;;s to which the a.l t12r.:ition was executed. It 
is without question a regional landmark worthy of continued 
preservation. 

------·--· -·--·--·-------------------------*-------·-
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