BUTLER-COOKE TENANT HOUSE 1880-1900
CH315

Hughesville, Maryland

Private

Though now abandonned and in derelict condition, this
two-story, balloon frame house had been a rather fine dwelling
when built. The facade has three bays, is sheltered by a
shed porch, and the roofline is accented by a cross-gable
pediment. Each of the two rooms downstairs was warmed by
a fireplace, surrounded by woodwork of the neo-Georgian
style. In its later years of occupation, in the twentieth
century, the house was occupied by tenant families.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This unpainted 2-story frame house stands atop a knoll, facing
north past barns and corn cribs to the west, and looks out over corn
fields that stretch for several hundred yards. The house is abandoned
and is cluttered with "junk", and with farm materials and equipment
still in use. Since the hoGse was well-built originally, it has
lasted this long; but it will soon give up its ghosts.

The house consists of a three bay facade (a door centrally
located flanked by two windows) and is one bay in depth. On the
eastern gable end, there is a window on each floor; whereas on the
western, there are none, an arrangement that has not been explained.
Along the entire facade was a shed porch. Like many large, late
19th century farm houses, the A-roof was crossed by a prominent gable
pediment centrally located.

The skeleton of the house is balloon frame, is sheathed with
milled weatherboards, and the framing members fastened by wire nails.
The interior consists of two rooms downstairs and two upstairs, each
warmed by a fireplace opening into it from the central chimney.

The interior contains some rather fine woodwork; for example, the
mantelpiece in the east room is of a neo-Georgian style probably
milled near the turn of the 20th century. The large turned balustrade
and newel post of the quarter turn stairway with winders in the west
room isatypically elegant for a reported "tenant house." 1In fact,

the costly woodwork indicates that this house was first built as a
landowner's dwelling and later relegated to tenants.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Date of construction: The wire nails in the frame postdate this
house to 1879. Local oral informants indicate that it is earlier
than 1900, and occupied as far they remembered (c. 40 years) by black
tenant families.

This house represents a commonplace transition in housing on
farms. A large, well~-built, fashionably appointed (for the era) house
is constructed for the landowners. Over time, whether due to ad-
vancement or failure of their economic position, or due to changes
in their tastes or housing needs, or to their demise by natural causes,
the landowning family abandons their house and leaves it to a tenant
family on the farm. Compared to the small roughly built log or frame
houses in which most tenant families lived in the 19th century, this
larger house marks a considerable improvement. But not having the
money, nor sometimes the drive, the tenant family does not maintain
the house, and it is abandoned once again. This time it might be
used for storage until it becomes too dilapidated. Eventually, it
collapses. This house is in that next-to-the-last stage.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION L

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE COUNTY
STATE COUNTY
EB1FORM PREPARED BY
NAME / TITLE
George W. lcDaniel .
ORGANIZATION DATE
Maryland Commission on Afro-american History and Culture
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE
20 Dean Street
CITY OR TOWN STATE

Annapolis, Maryland

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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