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This two story frame house with a one story kitchen
addition was bullt a dwelling for tenant farmers at Nyce
Manor., The interior plan of the main block is a hall and
chamber downstairs, with one room upstairs, Decorative
fixtures such as turned posts supporting the front porch
and turned balustrade and newel upstairs indicate that the
occupants were able to acquire some of the stylistic
features of a middle cdass landowner's honme,
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL {IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This abandonned house is almost surrounded by the fields
which the occupant families worked as tenant farmers on Nyce
Manor. Separating their home somewhat from the fields were
the wooded gully which ran behind the house, and the front
yard in which remain several ruinous sheds and the well.
After these, the principal workplace of the family--the fields--
begins.

The house consists of a two story frameblock to which
has been attached a one story kitchen. The principal bleck
measures 20'11" x 14'5", the overall dimensions with the
addition are 31'2" x 1lu4's5", The house 1is raised above the
ground on stone pilings at the corners and supported by
posts (probably cedar) under the length of the sills. There
is no basement. The main block is three bays in length and
one in depth. The . front door is flanked by two windows,
which have matching ones above, thereby showing the bilateral
symmetry that was commonly used in folk houses. The primary
members of the frame were cut by an up and down saw, fastened
by wire nails, and the uprights reinforced by angle braces.
The frame is sheathed by weatherboards with a plain
finish and painted white. Around the windows and door were
plain trim painted blue to accent the openings against the
white form of the house. Along the entire facade extended
a shed porch supported by round, lathed posts probably added
at the time of the kitchen in the early 20th century.

The interior plan of the main block consisted of a hall

and ber design with a stove stack ascending the middle
of thé partition between the two rooms. The larger of the
rooms was the western one. Along the original west gable

end ascended a small enclosed stairway of one straight flight.
At the top of the stairs was a balustrade of rectangular

and finished bannisters and a hand rail of half round edges.
At the end was a handsome turned newel post. This balustrade
is the most decorative structural feature in the house.
Interestingly enough, it is upstairs, whereas usually the
finer features are located downstairs in order to enhance

the stylistic appearance of the house to family and visitors.

The walls inside were covered with 1" x 4" boards but
are now sheet-rocked. The ceiling was clad with tongue and
groove siding. Around the doors and windows were plain trim.
Wood stoves served the kitchen and heated both floors of the
main block.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

According to Eric Olson, the caﬁ%aker of Nyce Manor,
this house was built "a long time ago" as a tenant house for
black farm laborers at Nyce Manor. The structural evidence
indicates that it was probably built in the 1890's or early
1900's with the addition of the kitchen soon thereafter.
Though it was a tenant house, the presence of the decorative
fixtures such as the turned posts supporting the porch and
the balustrade upstairs indicate the occupants were able
to acquire some of the stylistic features of landowners'
houses. Their presence also indicates that the house
(and its grounds) were probably well-maintained during
when it was occupied, and the place would have been much

more attractive in appearance than it is now.
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George W. McDaniel, Historic Sites Surveyor
ORGANIZATION DATE

Md. Commission on Afro-American History & Culture
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE
20 Dean Street 269-2893

CITY OR TOWN STATE

Annapolis, Maryland 21401

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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