
CHAS-333 
SWANN HOUSE late 18th century 
Private 
Restored to its original appearance, the Swann House would 
accurately represent the type of dwellings built and inhabited 
by a large percentage of the region's less economically pros
perous families. As recently as the first half of this century 
many hundreds of these buildings remained, but they are no 
longer such a prominent feature of the landscape. 

Althoucj'lit has experienced numerous alterations, the Swann 
House retains a sufficient amount of its original fabric to 
facilitate an accurate restoration on paper. A two-room house 
(the room configuration was later altered to its present center 
hall, three-room plan), it once had end chimneys, a riven cla
board sheathed exterior, and exposed eaves utilizing the region
ally typical "false" plate. The interior was plastered, dis
playing such popular details as beaded baseboards and simple, 
two-piece chairrails. Althoui;tisirnilar in detail, the Swann 
House is less refined than "Mt. Pleasant," (CH-208), or the 
"Trinity Lake House," (CH-294), as evidenced by its far 
simpler interior and rough azed rather than dressed and beaded 
exposed ceiling joists. 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Although at first appearing to be little more than a regionally 
typical tenant farmer's house, and offering no exterior features 
to indicate otherwise, the Swann House is nevertheless believed 
to be the second oldest structure within a one-mile radius of 
the town of La Plata. 

The Swann House, whose name derives from its last occupants, 
was probably built in the late-eighteenth century. Facing east 
and measuring approximately thirty by eighteen feet, the house 
is of frame, one story plus attic beneath a gable roof. Its 
original plan included two ground floor rooms, later altered 
to three rooms and a center hall, and two attic bedchambers. 
On the exterior the house is three bays wide on both side 
elevations, having centered doors flanked by small windows. 
Originally, the exterior walls (and possibly the roof) were 
sheathed with riven clapboards (short lengths of hand-split 
oak boards) . Single chimneys that once stood at each end of 
the house provided fireplaces on both floor levels. There is 
no discernable evidence to indicate that the roof had dormers, 
although their former existence is possible. The roof framing 
employs tilted "false" or secondary wall plates, a type of 
eaves construction that was always exposed on the exterior. 

On the interior the rooms were originally finished with 
plastered walls, simple two-piece chairrails and beaded 
baseboards, much of which remains. The type of trim used 
to face the windows and doors, however, is unknown since 
none survive. The ceilings of the two first floor rooms display 
exposed, rough azed joists and the attic flooring above, once 
painted but now smoke backened. No original woodwork or 
plaster remains in the attic level. 

In the early nineteenth century the north end chimney was 
removed when the north, first floor room was partitioned to 
provide a center hall and two small rooms. It was at this 
time that the original stair was replaced with the existing 
one--a narrow enclosed affair with winders located in the 
northeast corner of the hall. The rear stair wall and soffit, 
exposed in the northwest first floor room, retain their beaded 
board sheathing. 

At a later date the riven boards covering the exterior were 
removed and some of the boards reused to cover the walls, floor 
to ceiling, of the northeast first floor room. The original floor 
was also covered over with planked boards, as were the walls and 
ceilings of the attic chambers. Both chimneys were replaced with 
narrow, interior stove chimneys. In more recent years the whole 
of the exterior, walls and roof, were covered with galvanized tin. 
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Restored to its original appearance, the Swann House would accurately 
represent the type of dwellings built and inhabited by a large per
centage of the regions less economically prosperous families. As 
recently as the first half of this century many huridreds of these 
buildings remained, but they are no longer such a prominent feature 
of the landscape. 

Although it has experienced numerous alterations, the Swann House 
~ctains a sufficient amount of its original fabric to facilitate 

accurate restoration on paper. A two-room house (the room con
; 1uration was later altered to its present center hall, three-room 
t- .::1.n), it once had end chimneys, a riven clapboard sheathed exterior, 
and exposed eaves utilitzing the regionally typical "false" plate. 
The interior was plastered, displaying such popular details as beaded 
baseboards and simple, two-piece chairrails. Although similar in 
detail, the Swann House is less refined than "Mt. Pleasant," (CH-208), 
or the "Trinity Lake House," (CH-294), as evidenced by its far simpler 
interior and rough azed rather than dressed and beaded exposed ceiling 
joists. 
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II!JGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY--------

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

Clark's Run Subdivision, on which the Swann House is 
located, is a 368-acre tract located on the south side of 
MD. 6, within the corporate limits of La Plata, and is ident
ified as parcel 61, Map 44 of the Charles County Tax Map 
(revised Jan. 1976). 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME I TITLE 

J. Richard Rivoire, Consultant 
ORGANIZATION DATE 

Charles County Planning Department January 1. 1978 
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE 

Charles County Courthouse 645-6537 
CITY OR TOWN 

La Plata Maryland 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 
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CHAS-333 
SWANN HOUSE; East Front. _ 
J.R.Rivoire~ 1978 





CHAS-333 
SWANN HOUSE; Interior Clap.-
boards. J.R.Rivoire, 1978 


