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7. Description 

The Walker House, more commonly known as the Sydney Mudd House, was first identified by 
J. Richard Rivoire in the 1970's. Extensively damaged during the tornado of April 2002, the 
building, which faced St. Mary's Avenue at the intersection of Centennial Street, was later 
demolished. A close replica of the structure incorporating much of the original interior 
woodwork has been erected on the site. 

Originally, the home of Congressman Sydney Mudd, after his death, the home passed out of the 
Mudd family. In 1986 it was purchased and restored by descendants of Sydney Mudd and was 
used as the law offices of Mudd, Mudd and Fitzgerald until the 2002 tornado. The firm has 
recently re-constructed the dwelling and plans to resume business at the site. 

8. Significance 

The Walker House was the home of lawyer and Congressman Sydney E. Mudd, Sr. who 
purchased the home in 1896. As La Plata's most prominent political figure, Mudd represented 
Maryland's Fifth Congressional District froml896 until his death in 1911. Throughout his term 
Mudd maintained an active law practice in Town. His son, Sydney E. Mudd, Jr., entered 
Congress after his father's death. 

10. Geographical Data 

Verbal Boundary Description (Describe the boundaries of the property.) 

The site stands on the northeast corner of St. Mary's Avenue and Centennial Street. 
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CHAS-345 circa 1900 
WALKER HOUSE 
La Plata 
Private 

A large, rambling, two-story, late Victorian-style building, 

the Walker House is one of the most architecturally distinctive 

and best preserved of the few early private homes remaining from 

the time the county seat was formally established at La Plata 

in 1896. Among its many interesting features is an attractively 

designed two-part porch across the west front that has block and 

turned posts, a full balustrade with turned newels, and elaborately 

scrolled brackets. The whole of the exterior remains much the 

same as when built, and includes two-story projecting bays on the 

ends and front of the main block, a large entrance door with over 

and side lights, and wide cross gables on both sides of the roof 

of the rear wing. 
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—SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE -ENTERTAINMENT —RELIGIOUS 

—OBJECT _ | N PROCESS —YES: RESTRICTED —GOVERNMENT —SCIENTIFIC 

—BEING CONSIDERED _YES: UNRESTRICTED —INDUSTRIAL —TRANSPORTATION 

_ N O —MILITARY ^LoTHER: V a c a n t 

OWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

J a m e s W a l k e r T e l e p h o n e # : 
STREETS NUMBER 

CITY, TOWN STATE , z T p cocTe 
L a P l a t a VICINITYOF M a r y l a n d 2 0 6 4 6 

LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION L i b e r #. 
COURTHOUSE, F o l i o # : 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS.ETC. C h a r l e s C o u n t y C o u r t h o u s e 
STREETS NUMBER 

C h a r l e s S t r e e t ( P . O . Box B) 
CITY. TOWN STATE 

La P l a t a ' M a r y l a n d 20646 

REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

DATE ~ 

—FEDERAL —STATE _COUNTY —LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 
SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY. TOWN STATE 



DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 

—EXCELLENT —DETERIORATED X-UNALTERED X-ORIGrNAL SITE 

i^GOOD —RUINS —ALTERED —MOVED DATE 

—FAIR —UNEXPOSED 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Walker House, an attractive example of Victorian architecture, 
is located on the east side of St. Mary's Avenue, approximately 
one-tenth of a mile south of the Charles County Courthouse. 

Basically cross-shaped in plan, the Walker House is of frame con­
struction and two-storys in height. The principal facade faces 
onto St. Mary's Avenue and has a slightly off-centered "tower" 
fronted by a three-sided, two-story bay. Extending across the 
front of the house and tower is a two-part, one-story porch. At 
the first floor level to the left of the bay are two windows and 
a large entrance door with side and over lights. On the opposite 
side is a smaller transomed door flanked by two windows, the upper 
sash of the latter decorated with small multi-colored panes sur­
rounding a larger clear pane. On the second floor level there are 
two windows to the left of the tower and one to the right. Above 
the roof of the bay, in the gable of the tower, is a small half-
round window. The porch fronting this elevation has block and 
turned posts with elaborate jig sawn brackets and a full balus­
trade. All first floor windows are of one-over-one sash while 
those of the second floor are of two-over-two sash. All are fitte; 
with louvered exterior blinds. Two interior chimneys with corbeled 
caps are located on the back slope of the front roof. 

The south side elevation is of visual interest due to its many 
irregularities, though it is not as formally designed as the front. 
The south end of the front section has a three sided two-story bay 
with one-over-one sash windows at both floor levels, and has a 
small half-round window in the gable above. The first floor level 
of the rear section is six bays in length, with entrance doors 
occupying the third and fifth bays from the east end. Two thirds 
of this elevation is covered by a one-story porch, less sophisticated 
but similar in design to that of the front. In later years a small 
room was built out over the porch from the back wall of the front 
section. 

The Walker House appears to be in good repair despite the fact 
that it has been unoccupied for several years. It is built on low 
brick foundations, has German siding on the exterior walls and a 
painted tin roof. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

A large, rambling, two-story, late Victorian-style building, the 
Walker House is one of the most architecturally distinctive and best 
preserved of the few early private homes remaining from the time the 
county seat was formally established at La Plata in 1896. Among its 
many interesting features is an attractively designed two-part porch 
across the west front that has block and turned posts, a full balus­
trade with turned newels, and elaborately scrolled brackets. The 
whole of the exterior remains much the same as when built, and in­
cludes two-story projecting bays on the ends and front of the main 
block, a large entrance door with over and side lights, and wide 
cross gables on both sides of the roof of the rear wing. 
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 
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