
CHAS-357 
TOBACCO BARN, The Exchange 
Spring Hill 
Private 

mid-18th century 

Believed to be contemporary in its date of construction with 

The Exchange (CHAS-299), this modest sized barn is the best 

preserved of the known 18th century barns in the county. Of 

one-story with a high and steeply pitched roof, it displays 

many features thought to be characteristic of early barn con-

struction. Doors at each end of the main body of the barn are 

hung on wrought strap hinges of an early design. Sheds were added 

to both sides of the barn at a later date, although it appears 

possible that the south shed could date as early as the late 18th 

century. Local tradition says that the barn also once housed 

a grainery and small, private grist mill. Though this is cer-

tainly possible, there is no discernable evidence of this use re-

maining. 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Located on the north side of the entrance drive to The Exchange 
(CHAS-299), this modestly sized barn is believed to be the best 
preserved of the several known 18th century barns in Charles County. 

Of typical post and beam construction with morticed and pinned 
joints, the barn contains a single first floor room with double 
doors at both ends. Although the tiers of original tobacco poles 
remain they have been altered from their original spacing, reflecting 
the changes in the size of tobacco leaves since the 18th century. 
The original structure, measuring roughly 30 by 40 feet, retains 
some of its original, exterior, riven board siding with wrought 
nails. The eaves, characteristic of 18th century barn construction, 
has tilted false plates paralleling the main wall plates and on this 
the rafters are seated. The exterior walls, with the exception of 
a small area at the east end of the south shed, is sheathed with 
vertical boards of comparatively recent date. The roof is covered 
with tin on the south side but retains an old covering of wood 
shingles on the north side. Sheds extending the full width of the 
sides are later, but it is possible that the south shed dates as 
early as the late 18th century. The two end doors of the main bc-:k 
of the barn are hung on wrought strap hinges of an early design. 

This barn is similar to but in a much better state of preservation 
than the Johnsontown Barn (CHAS-332), although both are equally 
significant since they are the only two eighteenth century tobacco 
barns known to be still standing in the county. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Believed to be contemporary in its date of construction with The 
Exchange (CHAS-299), this modest sized barn is the best preserved 
of the known 18th century barns in the county. Of one-story with 
a high and steeply pitched roof, it displays many features thought 
to be characteristic of early barn construction. Doors at each end 
of the main body of the barn are hung on wrought strap hinges of an 
early design. Sheds were added to both sides of the barn at a later 
date, although it appears possible that the south shed could date as 
early as the late 18th century. Local tradition says that the barn 
also once housed a grainery and small, private grist mill. Though 
this is certainly possible, there is no discernable evidence of this 
use remaining. 
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lliJGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY--------

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

The Barn at The Exchange is located on a 153 acre property 
identified as parcel 78, Map 44 of the Charles County Tax 
Maps (revised January, 1976}. 
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STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME I TITLE 

J. Richard Rivoire, Consultant 
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Charles County Planning Department June, 1978 
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Charles County Courthouse 645-6537 
CITY OR TOWN STATE 

La Plata Maryland 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
( 301) 267-1438 
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TOBACCO BARN , The Exchange 
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