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.SLAVE HOUSE, CRAII~ FA·:>s 

18J0-50 

This one ~ story log house was probably 
built as a dwel ling for slaves • In the 20th century 
additions have been built onto each gable end, but ori
ginally the structure consisted of only the one room 
log block with one room upstairs. It was representative 
of many of the houses occupied by rural black families 
in the 19th century in southern ruaryland. 
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B DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION 

. ~LLENT _DETERIORATED 

~~D _RUINS 

_FAIR _UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

~ALTERED 

!:..ALTERED 

Ci;JECK ONE 

~RIGINAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE---

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

This elongated house stands on the side of a hill near the top, looking 
out over the nearby fields to the south. Abou.:. 100 yard.S S.W. of the house 
are barns, a backsmith sl1op, and othe~ork buildings associated with plantation 
life. According to Mrs. Bennett Crain, these are postbellUI11{investigation 
oft.hem was not permitted). 

The house consists of three sections, the middle one being the original 
log house to which two .frame aiditions have been built at dif'fere...'lt times. The 
facade of the log block consists of two bays, a door and. a small window. 
It is one bay in depth, and the back length contains only a door, located 
opposite the front one. The facade has no porch. Steep stairs lead up to 
the house, for the house is raised rather high above the gro1Uld on brick 
pilings. Corrugated tin insulates the space 1Ulderneath the house. The 
log walls are sheathed with white weatherboards that are not original and 
that cover the corners, so that the notching used in the corners could not 
be seen. In the window is a double h1lllg sash frame with 2x2 lights. Originally 
the roof was covered with wood shingles but now with tin-' painted red. The 
eaves are not boxed; the rafters abutt onto a false plate and do not 
overhang the walls. The gable cornices are enclosed with plain, n~-.rrow plankf'· 
The structural system of the roof was masl(ed by the ceiling in the ipst~is. 
A large brick chimney supported by a stone foundation ascended the exterior of 
the west gable end, but has now been enlcosed by the frame kitchen. 

The interior consisted of one room whose walls were exposed logs painted 
white. The hewn joists were also exposed. A boxed stairway in the northest 
corner of one flight of narrow steps led to the one room upstairs, that was 
unheated. That chamber served only as sleetjng quarters, containing only 
beds. This lack of furnishings + ~R. - personalized use of space probably 
indicates the appearance of the upstairs chambers of many tenant or small 
landowners 1 hom es i~earlier years. It was therefore photographed (See slides) • 

The kitchen addition-is frame, with circular saw joists, tongue and groove 
siding on the walls, and attached ~wire nails, and was possib:W a}ided 
in the late 19th century, though more likely in the first quarter o:gthe 
".'Qth due to the 6x6 double hung sash windows. A wood stove has been let into 
the brick chirnney,,and is still used for cooking. The fireplace in the main 
block has been filled in, and a wood stove there serves as the source of heat. 

On the opposite galile end of the log block has been added a bathroom 
and a small bedroom for the parents (the children sleeping upstairs above 
the sitting room and kitchen). 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

According to Mrs. Crain, the -wife of the owner of the farm, this small 

log house was built as a slave house. No structural or oral evidence could 

be found to dispute this tradition. The presence of machine cut nails with 

finished, square heads in the jamb of the front door, which appears to be 

original to th~ structure, suggests that the house wa~ built-not earlier than 

the second quarter of the 19th century. 

The original log hous1is representative of those occupied by :wst black 

families in the i9th century in southern Maryland. Its present condition and 

its furnishings reflect the life style of the rural poor in southern 

Maryland today. 
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II!JGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY--------

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME I TITLE 

ORGANIZATION 

STREET & NUMBER 

CITY OR TOWN 

George W. McDaniel Historic Sit~s Surveyor 
DATE 

Maryland Comnission on Afro-American History & Culture 
TELEPHONE 

20 Dem Street 269-2893 
STATE 

Ann_apolis, Maryland 21401 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature,- to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
( 301) 267-1438 
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CH 36 D 
Slave house , Crain farms 
Mt . Victori a , Md . 
North elevation 
GWM 
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CH J6 D 
Slave house , Crain farms 
Mt . Victoria , Md . 
Facade , south view 
GWM 
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