
ADDENDA 

In 1984 the Department of Patural Resources contracted 

with Joe Getty to conduct a follow-up survey of selected 

historic properties on DNR lands. DNR funded the field 

survey and photography but did not prepare finished copy. 

The attached photocopy pages were forwarded to the 

Maryland Historical Trust to supplement existing files. 

All original material and photographs remain in the possession 

of the Department of Natural Resources under the supervision 

of Ross Kimme 1 (x3771). 
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DRJ\FT--EUCE~E CHANEY HOUSE 

The Eugene Chaney House is a late nineteenth century 

frame structure that illustrates tl1c use of Victorian strle 

ornamentation on both the exterior and interior of a southern 

j\larylanJ house. Al though the structure has been covered in a 

mo<lern exterior siding, several of the early ornamental features 

still exist on the structure, such as ornamental bargeboard at 

the gable enJs, a central gable on the front of the roof with 

a semi-circular \vindow, an<l turned poTch posts. Painting on 

the windo1~ frames and molded cornice indicate that originally 

the houst: \.iould have had a paint scheme before the addition of 

the new sitling. On the interior, the two main <loi-mstairs rooms 

contain pressed tin ceilings of elaborate design. Interior 

wooclwork also features molded window frames with corner block 

anLl stylish fireplace mantels. Overall, the house represents 

a cha11gc from t!tc regional style of farmhouse to a national style 

that <levc1ope<l <luring the late Victorian period. 

The Et1genc Chaney House is located on the west side of Route 

224, approximately one-tenth mile north of Mattawornan Creek Road. 

It is located west of the town of Marbury in Charles County. 

The house was constructed on a slight rise of land and is set 

back froin the road with a circular driveway approaching the house. 

Se v;; r a 1 'll at 11 r c tree s st an <l in s id e the drive\-.' a y in front of the 

house. 

Th(~ Chaney House shows the i1tfJucnce of Victodan pattern 

book st;.!.c:, in its plan and ornancntation. The structure is a 

twu-:->t<HY,. five-bay by one-bay LuiJ<ling constructe<l in a T-shaped 



CH- '31~ 

Draft--Eugene Chaney House 2 

plan. T!1c central \\·ing in the rc;:u is t\\·o-bars long and has a 

one - s tor y porch on each s id e . The house \v as or i g i n a 11 y cons t r u ct e J 

on concrete piers. The foundation has been filled in \..rith concrete 

block. The structure has a gable roof with brick corbelled chimney 

stacks loc;:ited at the ridge; one on either side of the halh.-ay 

an<l one at the gable end of the rear wing. 

Thl' main facade of the house has a full-length) one-story 

porch with a hipped roof. The porch roof is supported by the 

VictoriC1n-style turned posts. The main facade also has a central 

gable with a semj -circle windmv and ornamental bargchoarcl. The 

entrance to the structure is centrally located in a projecting 

bay on the first story. The entrance has si<lelights and a 

transom. The Joor has a large upper window, a hor.izontal panel 

L\11'' h~.: in the center, ~tt:CJ lower panels. Similar panels arc located 

below the t:·Jo-panc sidelights. T\vo-over-two sash wincloh'S are 

located in the other bays of tlte first story and the five bays 

of the seconJ story. The first story windows are slightly taller 

than those on the second story. The molded cornice returns 

at the corners on the front of the house. The porch roof and the 

main roof are covered in asphalt shingles. 

[acli gable en<l has a two-ovcr--two sash window on each 

story. There is ornamental hargeho~ird at the gable at each end. 

The re" r \\ i n g h ;i s a on c - st o r y po r ch n1 n n i n g it s f u 11 1 en g th on 

t k_, 1 i o r t I 1 u n J s out h fa ca <le . Th 1:; ~; c po r c h c s a re c n c l o s c <l an cl ha Y c 

Th c s c p or ch e s c: on ta i n s c n t r ~1 n c e s i n t o t h c k i t ch c n 

and j5 l•'•C:Jted Oil the first story Of the ell. The gable end of 
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the wing has a two-over-two sash window on each story and the 

gable is unorn:imentiul. 

3 

The interior of the house is marked by th(~ pressed tin 

ceilings found in the two front rooms. These two ceilings ha\C 

different designs but arc arranged in a similar pattern. Each 

has a wl ck fr~eze and cornice around the sides of the rooms. 

Each room has a chimney breast that projects in to the room and f-ll-

the cornice and freeze accentuates this feature. The design on 

the ccilin~ has a geometrical patte~n of Mocks with pressed 
,f a.--A 

floral mot1:s ~a circular p+ert;-a;-~.<l pattern in the center of the 
(I 

room. Victorian dcsignd~ moldings are also used in the room 

such as 111 the molded window frames with corner blocks and in 

the Victor·i~n design mantel pieces. The hallway contains a 

large hro',;111 1')tncwcl post and turned balusters also of Victorian 

<le sign. 

Statement of Significance. 

The Eugene Chancy House is a turn of the century farm-

house th~t shows the influence of Victorian style domestic archi-

tecture on regional farmhouse construction in southern Maryland. 

In its basic appearance, the Chaney House contains the five-bay 

symmetrical facade a)ef<l two-story ma.ssing of farmhouses in this 

area. Howe\'er, it contains some features such as the Victorian-
Ot\ 

sty]f~ ornc.rncntation fV:?>1u exterior and the pressed tin ceilings on 

the interior that mark the house as ;:rn up-to-date residence for 

the late nineteenth and early twentieth century. 

Tltc house has been we11 preserved and retain~ much of 

i t .s o r i ~~ i n .1 ] i n t c r i o r f c a t u r c s . TliL~ modern siding on the 
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exterior does detract from the original appe:i.Tance of the stTuc-

tu re. Otherwise, the house is in excellent condition. 
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