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1. Name of Property 
historic name ACQUINSICKE 
other names/site number 

2. Location 
street & number Billingsley Road 
city, town Pomfret 
state Marylandcode MD county 

3. Classlflcatlon 
Ownership of Property 

[X] private 
D public-local 

Category of Property 

[X] building(s) 
0district 

D public-State 
D public-Federal 

Osite 
Ostructure 
Oobject 

Name of related multiple property listing: 
N/A 

4. State/Federal Agency Certification 

Charles 

CH-53 

N/ AU not for publication 
LkJ vicinity 

code 017 zip code 206 7 5 

Number of Resources within Property 

Contributing Noncontributing 
1 1 buil~ings 

1 

___ sites 

___ structures 
___ objects 

--=-1 _Total 
Number of contributing resources previo,;sly 
listed in the National Register _. _o __ 

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, I hereby certify that this 
[X] nomination D request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the 
National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. 
In my ~i~ion the operty [X] meets D does not meet the National Register criteria. D See continuati-09 sheet. 

l/L6/.,l-
STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER Dafe 

1 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

In my opinion, the property D meets D does not meet the National Register criteria. D See continuation sheet. 

Signature of commenting or other official 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

5. National Park Service Certification 
I, hereby, certify that this property is: 

D entered in the National Register. 
D See continuation sheet. 

D determined eligible for the National 
Register. D See continuation sheet. 

D determined not eligible for the 
- National Register. 

D removed from the National Register. 

·Oother, (explain:)--------

Date 

Signature of the Keeper Date of Action 



6. Function or Use 
Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions) 

DOMESTIC/single dwelling 

1. De.crlptlon 
Architectural Classification 
(enter categories from lnstruCtions) 

Federal 

Describe preeent and historic physical appearance. 

J'EC?QllPT'TCN SlHotARY: 

CH-53 
Current Functions (enter categories from instructions) 

DOMESTIC/single dwelling 

Materials (en~er cat~ from instructions) 

foundation ___ B=R=I"""CK-...... __________ _ 
walls WOOD 

roof ASPHALT 
other WOOD 

Acquinsicke is a ~ar, two-story, five-bay, clap:ioarded frame 
dwellin:J with one story additions to each erd. · With a northeast-sc::uthwest axis, 
the house stan:ls on brick foorx3ations erx:losin:J a full cellar, arrl its aie-rcxm­
deep, central passage plan is repeated on both principal floor levels as well as 
the finished attic. A boldly corbeled chimney stack st.ams at each erd of the 
bJ.ildirg' s gable roof, se:J:Vicin:J fireplaces in the first floor, secorxi floor an::i 
attic roans. All of the existin:J exterior finishes are conterporary with an 
extensive post-1934 rehabilitation. On the interior, the bJ.ildirg's original 
floor plan remains umisturbed, although no;t of the trim, includin;J mantels an::i 
doors, reflect renovations that occurred in the mid-an::i late nineteenth century 
ani the late-1930s; however, the main stair, which rises in four flights to the 
attic, ani the mantel ani the trim of its fl~ alcove in the first floor 
north roan are original. other early features include sane of the baseboards, 
no;t of the trim of the attic c:hani::>ers, arrl all of the floorin:J except that in 
the first floor sooth roan. As part of the bJ.ildirg's late 1930s rehabilitation 
a me story, gable-roofed, kitchen-servi~ wirq was added at the rx>rth erd of the 
house. Al:x:ut 20 years later a one-story, semi-hii:prl roofed surp:>rch was b.lilt 
at the c::pposite erd. Despite the twentieth century dlarges, the integrity of the 
eighteenth century portion of the halse as it existed in 1934 has been presei:ved. 
A detached frame garage, b.lilt abcut 1940 or 1950, stan:ls off the north erd of 
the house ani at a right argle to it. '!here are no other extant structures. 
Historic larrl.scape features include a series of two terraced falls to the sooth 
ani sa.rt:hwest of the house. Acquinsicke is easily visible fran Billin;Jsley Road, 
which borders the north side of the site. Althalgh sane vestiges of its original 
rural agricultural settin:J remain, the surrourxtirq lan::is are the focus of 
increased :residential develq.rnent. 

[i) See continuation sheet No • 1 
For GENERAL DESCRIPTION 



United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet 

Section number _ ___.__ Page ___ 1=---

GENERAL DESCRIPI'ION: 

Acquinsicke 
Charles County 
Maryland 

CH-53 

Acquinsicke st.ams about 200 feet fran the south side of Billin:Jsley Road, 
approximately one mile west of the intersection of Billin:]sley Road an::l Macylan::l 
Route 228. As it presently exists, hav:in;J open meadows to the east an::l south an::l 
wooded grourrls to the west, the sett:in;J of the house has experienced little 
?'lysical change since the 1940s. However, many of the surroun:lin;J p:rq:>erties, 
all of whidl were once part of the original Acquinsicke tract, are currently or 
are scheduled to be subdivided into residential developnents. 

Once the main residence of a 1,500-acre working fann, Acquinsicke is a 
rectargular, two-story clapx>arei-sheathed frame structure with brick fourrlations 
an::l a gable roof. At eadl errl of the roof there is a boldly corbeled chimney 
stack, eadl once embellished with a plaster ban::l, an unusual feature on houses 
built after about 1780. 'Ihe house is one-roan deep an::l five bays in width at 
both principal floor levels of both side elevations. '!he only exterior openinJs 
in the errl elevations are small casement wirrlaws in eadl gable. As it did 
originally, the build:in;J' s principal elevation faces west an::l probably once 
looked over fornal. or semi-fornal. gardens. 'Ihe opposite site of the house is 
fronted by a circular drive. At the north errl of the house there is a one-story, 
gable-roof frame w:in;J that is contenp:>rary with a major rehabilitation of the 
original structure that occurred in the late 1930s an::l early 1940s. At the 
opposite errl of the main block there is a smaller, one-story, semi-hii:p:rl roofed 
addition that was built in the 1950s. Unfortunately, the proportions an::l design 
of the south w:in;J are less sympathetic to the architecture of the original house 
than the earlier north w:in;J. All of the build:in;J's exist:in;J exterior finishes, 
includin;J cla:i;tx>ards, are mid-twentieth century an::l later. other twentieth­
century features include the door an::l its transom an::l sidelights on the west 
front, the glazed door an:i small wi..rrlCM directly above the original first-floor 
door of the east elevation, the stoops an::l steps that front both side entrances, 
an::l the stuccoed finish of the fourrlation walls. Most of the wocxl-barred wirrlaws 
in the fourrlation walls of the main block are original. Plain nx:rlillion blocks 
omanent:in;J the cornice of the west elevation replicate an original feature. 

Fhotogra?'ls of Acquinsicke's exterior taken in 1934 prior to its 
rehabilitation shCM it to have once had a shed-roofed porch exten:ling the full 
width of the west facade, an::l remnants of a two-story frame win3 that formerly 
stood against its south errl. Another w:in;J, said to have been built in the late 
nineteenth century, stood off the east side of the house, OCJVer:in;J the two east 
wirrlaws of its first floor south roan. 'Ihis w:in;J is said to have been destroyed 
by fire prior to 1934, by whidl time the original house, whidl stood vacant for 
many years, was in near ruinous cordition. 

See Continuation Sheet No. 2 
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'As part of the post-1934 rehabilitation canpaign, a Colonial Revival styled 
porte cxx::here was designed for the east, approadl facade. '!he glazed door with 
sidelights above the original east entrancE door was i.nte.rrled to provide aa::ess 
to a balustraded roof fran the lower lan:tin;J of the interior stair. While this 
door was installed-necessitatinJ :renoval of an original winiow that probably 
once lighted both lan:lin;Js of the stair-the porte cochere was never built. 

Acquinsicke' s interior reflects ~es that were made to the house in the 
mid- and late nineteenth centllly, as well as features conterrporary with its post-
1934 rehabilitation. '!he original roan arrangement of the first and secorrl floor 
levels and the attic remains un:listurbed, and there does not~ to have been 
any significant replacement of the buildinJ' s frami.n:] system, incluclin:J the roof. 
Except for those previously discussed, all of the wirrlows ~ to occupy 
original locations and retain their original dimensions, al though the sashes are 
of a type characteristic of the mid-nineteenth centllly, particularly in regard 
to the profile of the nn.mtins. '!he m:>St notable original 'WIXldwork is foun::i in 
the north, first floor roan. Here, there is a finely crafted Federal pericxi 
mantel with reeded and ribboned pilasters, cai:ved sunbursts and other decorative 
embellishments. Flanking this is an unusual o.rrved and arched alcove with reeded 
pilasters, rope noldinJs and an elaborately cai:ved keystone. '!he interior of the 
alcove has a delicately shaped horizontal rail with alternatinJ plain and fluted 
blocks. '!his noldi.ng is said to have once continued across all of the walls of 
the roan, and its design to have been repeated on a ceilinJ cornice that once 
also existed. If so, the sq:hl.stication of the remaininJ 'WIXldwork, includi.rg an 
rmusually l:x:>ld baseboard, irrlicates it to have been an exceedingly elegant roan 
unparalleled by any late-eighteenth century, early Federal house sui:vivinJ in 
Cllarles County. Another sui:vivinJ early feature of the house is the main stair. 
RisinJ in four flights to the attic, it has square newels and balusters, shaped 
rails and scrolled stair brackets. Below the first run of stairs is a closet 
enclosed by a wall of horizontal, flush panels and a six-panel door. '!he closet 
was originally lighted by a small wirrlow in its east wall, later covered over. 
Another original feature of the stair was a harrlrail nn.mted along the inside 
wall between the first and secorrl floor levels. '!his was later rerocJVed, though 
the railinJ has been preserved. '!he stair frami.n:] and other details irrlicate 
that it is an original feature of the house; ho,.,rever, its si.rrplicity is in sharp 
contrast to the 'WIXldwork of the north, first floor roan. Sanetime in the mid­
twentieth centllly the stair closet was converted to provide interior access to 
the cellar. 

All of the 'WIXldwork of Acquinsicke's south first floor roan is early 
twentieth centllly with the exception of the fireplace mantel, which is a nore 
m:xlern addition designed to CC111pliment the mantel of the roan opposite the hall. 
All of the earlier woodwork of this roan is said to have been lost as a result 

See Continuation Sheet No. 3 
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of the fire that destroyed the building's fo:nner, late-nineteenth century east 
wi.rg. Most, if not all, of the wocxlwork of the secom floor roans rarges in date 
fran the mid- to late nineteenth century, an:1 includes sinple mantels an:1 grain­
painted doors. Closets flanki.n;J the fireplaces of the two principal roans may 
have been introduced in the mid-nineteenth century. A small roan at the front 
of the stair hall was converted to a bathroan in this century, thalgh the space 
itself is probably an original feature. Only one mantel remains at the attic 
level an:1 it dates circa 1900. Batten doors~ off the stair passage an:1 
beaded baseboards are probably original. Only the north attic dlamber retains 
its original plaster, which was applied over split lath attached to the rafters 
an:1 knee wall studs with wrought, double-stnlck nails. 'Ihe plaster in the roam 
~ite was re:rroved about 25 years ago. 

'!he brick-walled basement level of Acquinsicke' s main block, 'Whose original 
access appears to have been lllnite.d to an exterior door in the south wall of the 
south roam, repeats the plan of the first floor. In 100re recent years the 
central space was partitioned to provide a small roam at its west erxi. Neither 
of the two erxi rooms was provided with a fireplace; instead, shelved niches were 
incorporated into the projecting chimney bases. cai:pentcy details of the first 
floor joists, sills an:1 partition bearing beams observable fran the cellar 
suggest that a considerable am:::>Unt of refraining occurred in the mid- an:1 late 
nineteenth century, although the floor frame of the first floor hall sw:vives 
essentially intact. In this area the joists spanning the partition bearing beams 
were fastened at each erxi by a double lap joint atypical of the building's period 
of constniction, but not unc:haracteristic of carpentry techniques of the early 
an:1 mid-eighteenth century. '!here is also sane in:lication that the floor frame 
of the two first floor roans flanki.n;J the hall consisted of large tie beams 
spanning the front an:1 rear sills an:1 spaced about 5 feet apart, an:1 that these 
in turn suwc>rte.d a series of joists paralleling the front an:1 rear sills that 
were joined to the tie beams by the same double lap joint as those which exist 
in the central roam. If such a floor framing system was once present, then it 
raises the possibility that the existing house was built arourrl an earlier 
structure. However, the evidence is far fran conclusive. It is also unlikely 
that, short of stripping the house down to its wall fram.in;J, the questions that 
are raised will ever be satisfactorily anstNered. 

Acquinsicke's north wing contains a full cellar, kitchen, bath, pantry an:1 
another small roam at the first floor. 'Ihe attic, originally unfinished, was 
:reroodeled for use as a be.droam in the mid-1950s. '!he 'Wl:X>d-paneled kitdlen 
features a working fireplace contemporary with the wing's constnlction. 'Ihe 
south wing features multi-unit win:lows in its three exterior walls, an:1 is 
accessible from the south first floor roam of the main block by glazed doors 
flanki.n;J the fireplace. 

See Continuation Sheet No. 4 



United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet Acquinsicke 

Section number _ __.___ Page_ ..... 4_ 

Charles County 
Maryland 

CH-53 

'!he only other identified historically c::ontril:utin;J feature of the p~ 
is a series of two terraa:rl falls that exterrl in an east west line beginning at 
the south errl of the house. '!he terraces arrl falls \t1ere extensively lamscaped 
in the mid-twentieth centucy with ornamental trees arrl flowerin;J plants, only 
remnants of which survive. 

It is said that a small private cemetecy formerly existed abait 120 feet 
southwest of the house, but no discernible evidence survives, nor can its 
existence be proven without archaeological testin;J. Since the cemetecy's 
existence arrl location is neither physically nor historically documented, it is 
not considered a historically c::ontril:utin;J feature. Also, while there is 
historical evidence that a detached kitchen arxi assorted danestic deperxiencies 
once existed proximate to the house, the locations of their sites are unknown. 

About 25 feet from the north errl of the house arxi at a right angle to it 
starrls a one story, gable-roofed, frame garage with two large bays in its south 
wall. Believed to have been built in the 1940s or 1950s, this structure is 
considered non-historic arxi non-c::ontril:utin;J. 

See Continuation Sheet No. 5 



8. Statement of Significance 
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties: 

D nationally D statewide [X] locally 

Applicable National Register Criteria DA D B [XI C D D 

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) DA DB DC 0 D DE 0 F D G 

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) 
Architecture 

Significant Person 
N/A 

Period of Significance 
1783-1798 

Cultural Affiliation 
NIA 

Architect/Builder 
Unknown 

CH-53 

Significant Dates 
NIA 

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above. 

SIGNIFICANCE SUMMARY: 

In a local ex>ntext, Acquinsicke, built between 1783 arrl 1798, is a highly 
significant e.xanq:>le of late eighteenth century, early Federal architecture. 
Exceedingly few e.xanq:>les of danestic architectural font1S survive in this locality 
that illustrate as ¥Jell as Acquinsicke the transitional lilase between wholly 
vernacular building custcms arrl those buildings whose carpentry arrl overall 
designs were clearly influenced by outside sources. In this regard, 
Acquinsicke' s one-roc:rn-deep central passage plan, full two-story height, finished 
arrl heated attic chambers, arrl ooldly rorbeled arrl plaster barrled c.hinuley stacks 
are of particular interest. Viewed singly, each of these details is unusual in 
a local, late-eighteenth century architectural ex>ntext; ex>llectively, they 
establish Acquinsicke as wholly unique. 

[Kl See continuation sheet No • 6 
For HISTORIC CONTEXT and MARYLAND COMPRE­

HENSIVE HISTORIC PRESERVATION PLAN data. 
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Geograp:ric Organization: Western Shore 

Chronological/Develcpnental Periods: 

Rural Agrarian Intensification, A.O. 1680-1815 

PrehistoricjHistoric Period '!hemes: 

Architecture/I.aOOscape Architecture/Ccmnunity Planning 

Resource Type: 

category: Building 

Historic Envirornnent: Rural 

Historic FUnctions am Uses: IX!-tESTIC/single dwelling 

Known Design Source: None 

CH-53 

See Continuation Sheet No. 7 
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Acquinsicke was b.lilt within the last two decades of t.he eighteenth 
century, an extremely inportant transitional pericxi in t.he evolution of dcmastic 
arc:hitecture in the lower southern Marylam region. Fran about 1720 \ll'ltil the 
en1 of the American Revolution, housin:J fonns here rerrained fairly static-those 
dwellirgs oft.he middle am lower econanic class levels were usually of one-story 
height with one or two lower roans am small attic dlambers above, while those 
of the nnre prosperous merchant-planters a.lnost invariably contained four rocrns 
off a centered rear stair hall am with bed chambers within a gable or gambrel 
roof. SW:vivin:J buildirgs canbined with historical research has p:rovided 
convincin:J evidence that houses with central through passages arrl houses of a 
full two-story height were relatively rare before the close of the eighteenth 
century. It was not \ll'ltil about the seco:rrl decade of the nineteenth century, 
when ilrproved econanic co:rrlitions spawned a buildi.DJ l:x>am that continued well 
into the 1840s, that two-story dwellin:Js with central or side passages exten::ting 
the full depth of the house became increasingly cc:mron. Similarly, chanJing 
fashions in a broader American context was slow to influence local arc:hitectural. 
tre:rrls. Consequently, there are remarkably few late-eighteenth century houses 
in Olarles County whose arc:hitectural embellishments reflect to any significant 
degree the neoclassicism so widely embraced elsewhere in the decades following 
the Revolutionary War. 

'lbe larrl on which Acquinsicke sta:rrls is part of what was once one of 
Olarles County's largest plantations am was initially established by Anthony 
Neale, member of one of Marylarrl's most historically inportant catholic families. 
Neale's dwellin:J, which is believed to have stocxi on or near the site of the 
present house, was used as both a private residence arrl as a mission chapel of 
the Society of Jesus headquartered at st. 'lbamas Manor (NR) . 'lbe survival am 
grcMth of catholicism in Marylam durin:J the 1690-1776 pericxi was a.lnost entirely 
depe:rrlent on the support of these mission chapels by families such as the Neales. 
All of these mission chapels have disai;:peared, arrl the precise locations of 
nearly all of them :remains unknown. Today, only St. 'lbamas Manor arrl the 
property encarnpassin:J st. Mary's Church, Newport (NR) have documented 
associations with the pre-1776 history of Rcrnan catholicism in this area, am 
Acquinsicke is the only extant non-church owned site to have historically proven 
associations with the missionary activities of the Society of Jesus in this 
locality. 

See Continuation Sheet No. 8 
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Acquinsicke takes its name frcxn a 1,000-acre tract of escheat larrl patented 
by Anthony Neale in 1704.1 Originally known as White's Ford arrl renamed 
Acquinsicke by Neale, the 1,000 acres had fornerly been granted to Jerare White 
in 1669.2 White had immigrated to Marylarrl frcxn Erglarrl as a free adult aOO.rt 
1661. A catholic arrl ~Y well-educated, he held a mnnber of .i.Irportant arrl 
influential positions, including that of dep.Ity governor in 1669 arrl the colony's 
surveyor General frcxn 1661-1671. White received larrl grants totallin3 nore than 
10,000 acres, nost of which reverte:l to the Lords Baltinnre when White died in 
Erglarrl intestate arrl without heirs in 1677.3 'Ihe White's Ford grant of 1,000 
acres was one of those that escheated to the proprietor. When the tract was 
resw:veyed for Anthony Neale, the bourrlaries were foorrl to embrace 572 acres nore 
than the 1, 000 stipulated in White's grant. 'lb correct this discrepancy, Neale 
was requested to 11 ••• leave out the surplusage where [he) should think 
convenient .•. 114 '!he origin of the nane Anthony Neale gave to the property is 
not precisely known, though certainly it derives frcxn a word or descriptive tenn 
used by native In:lians who continued to occupy this section of Charles County at 
the tine Neale patented the property. It may even have been the nane of a small 
village that once existed on or near the larrl. 

Anthony Neale's patent was recorded in 1706 arrl it was probably not long 
afterward that he established Acquinsicke as his dwellin3 plantation. Previous 
to that tine he is believed to have lived on part of his father's plantation, 
Wollaston Manor, in the southeastern section of the OJUilty. 5 Neale's father, 
captain James Neale, was a highly-educated arrl well-travelled nenber of colonial 
Marylarrl society. He first arrived in Marylarrl in 1635, but did not establish 
formal residence in the colony until 1642. A planter arrl assemblyman, James 
Neale held a mnnber of provincial offices, arrl between 1649 arrl 1659 served as 
ambassador for Charles II arrl the D.lke of York in Spain arrl Portugal. 6 '!he 
Neales were staunch Roman catholics arrl continued to be openly so throughout the 
1691-1776 pericxi when catholics in Marylarrl were denied their basic civil rights. 
Anthony Neale's parents arrl their descerrlmts established arrl stJt:P:>rted a private 
mission at Wollaston Manor, 7 arrl Anthony Neale is said to have sut:P=>rted the 
work of the Cll.urch by providing his home at Acquinsicke as a mission chapel of 
the society of Jesus headquartered at st. 'Ihanas Manor (OI-6; NR) • 8 

Anthony Neale died in 1723. His will devised one-half of the Acquinsicke 
plantation to his son Edward, stipulatin3 that 11 

••• it be that noiety whereon my 
dwellin3 house stands that I ncrw live in. 11 Edward was also given " .•• my silver 
Ola.lice & suit[e] of Church Stuff to be kept arrl remaine in my said IMelling 
House arrl to go frcxn heir to heir for the use of our family etc. so long as any 
of mine shall inhabit in the said place. 11 F.dward' s share of Acquinsicke was to 

See Continuation Sheet No. 9 
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lie south of arrl include the dwellin;J; his brother, Cllarles, was bequeathed the 
part of the plantation lyin;J north of the dwellin;J together with " ••. one thousarxl 
foot of one inch pine plank [to be used] tavarrls ••• build.in;J him a house ••• it9 

By the stan:3ards of the pericxi, Neale clearly enjoyed a privileged 
lifestyle, despite the fact that the inventory of his personalty suggests that 
his house was probably of only two roans with small sleepin;J chamber above. 
Although he did own a "house clock," a small library of books, assorted pieces 
of silver, a violin arrl "5 packs of playirg cards," his house was as nmestly 
furnished as it was small. Nevertheless, this was true of nearly all dwellirgs 
OCOJpied by those of Neale's stature. '!he estate, which included 33 slaves, was 
estimated to be worth over 1, 108 pourrls sterlirg, placin;J Neale am:::>:rg the 
camty's wealthier inhabitants. 10 Neale also owned several other valuable 
properties, including a mill seat arrl two uninproved lots in C11arrllers TCMn (Port 
Tobaa:x:>; NR) in the sane camty. 11 

F.dward Neale was probably livin;J at the hane plantation at the time of his 
father's death, arrl is known to have continued to reside there tmtil the mid-
1740s 'When he IOCJVed to ~ .Anne's eounty on Marylarrl's F.astem Shore. 12 

Accord..ID3 to several local histories, Acquinsicke continued to be used as a place 
of worship for local catholics throughout Neale's OCOJpation of the larrl. In 
1751 F.dward Neale, 'Who had no survivin;J sons, conveyed the 500 acres of 
Acquinsicke he had inherited from his father, plus an additional contiguous tract 
of 611 acres he patented urx:ler the name Acquinsicke Enlarged to his eldest 
daughter Eleanor arrl her husbarrl Henry Rozer of Prince George's COUnty. 13 

Eleanor arrl Henry Rozer were then li vin;J at Notley Hall, a large estate birrling 
on the Potomac River near present-day Fort Washington which Henry had inherited 
from his father Notley Rozer. 14 Seven years later, Cllarles Neale, F.dward's 
brother, sold his half share of Acquinsicke to Colonel Sann.lel Hanson, 15 

necessitatin;J a fonnally surveyed division of the two~ of the original tract 
they had inherited on their father's death jp 1723. 1 

Henry arrl Eleanor Neale continued to live at Notley Hall arrl on their 
deaths both Notley Hall arrl Acquinsicke passed in ownership to their son, Henry 
Rozer, Jr. 17 Between 1751, when F.dward conveyed his half share of Acquinsicke 
arrl Acquinsicke Enlarged to Eleanor arrl Henry Rozer, Sr., arrl the early 1780s, 
the plantation was apparently unoccupied, though possibly it was cultivated urx:ler 
an as yet unknown lease arra:rgement. Aa:x:>rd..ID3 to the 1783 tax assessrcents for 
Olarles COUnty, that portion of the Acquinsicke estate owned by Henry Rozer, Jr. 
was uninproved, suggestin;J that the house arrl ancillary structures that existed 
in 1723 had disa~ or were in e:xJITIPlete nti.ns. 18 

See Continuation Sheet No. 10 
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Between 1783 and 1798, however, a new house was built on the sa.rt:hem half 
of the original Acqui.nsicke tract that had descerrled to Henry Rozer, Jr. and on 
\tehich Anthony Neale's dwelli!g had fonnerly stood. In the 1798 federal direct 
tax lists for Cllarles cnmty, this sane part of Acqui.nsicke was assessed in the 
name of Benjamin Tasker Dllany, Jr. , the husband of Henry Rozer, Jr. 's 
grarxidaughter Elizabeth. 19 Irrproverrents to the 1,498-acre estate included a 
dwelli!g and two outbuildirgs whidl were given an assessed value of $1,250.00. 
'!his figure is consistent with that accorded other recently built or 
rehabilitated houses in the county of cx::xrparable size and degree of architectural 
distinction. 20 · 

Henry Rozer, Jr. died in 1802 leavinJ a will in whidl he styled hilnself 
''Henry Rozer of Notley Hall." rated January 28, 1800, the will devised the 
ancestral Notley Hall plantation to Henry's eldest daughter, Maria, wife of 
Francis Hall Rozer. 'lhe Acquinsicke plantation, "containing by late survey 1,500 
acres now called Rozer' s Fann," was bequeathed to Henry's grarxldaughter Elizabeth 
"together with all the negroes and stock upon the said fann of every kirrl whidl 
property I have put my grarxidaughter Elizabeth D.llany and Benjamin Dllany her 
husband in possession of." In making this bequest, Henry Rozer stipulated that 
"it is my will and request that the half of the said 1,500 acres of land so 
bequeathed .•. lyinJ to the South of the I:Melling House and including the I:Melling 
House shall be given by her after the natural lives of her the said Elizabeth 
D.llanv and her husband Benjamin D.llany unto Henry Rozer D.llany, beinJ the eldest 
son. 1121 

'lhe dwellin;J house referenced in Henry Rozer's will is urrloubtedly the 
house that exists today. '!hat Rozer clearly desired the house to remain in the 
family suggests that he probably financed its construction and that the house 
starrls on or near the site of the dwelli!g built and occupied by Rozer's 
gran:lfather and great gran:lfather. 'lhe latter theo:ry is given additional 
credibility by the fact that both Anthony Neale (d. 1723) and Henry Rozer 
requested that the land lying south of and encanpassing the dwelli!g should 
remain in family ownership, and the fact that the divisional line between the two 
halves of the original tract established in 1758, and again in a subsequent 
survey, falls within several hurrlred feet north of the existi.rg house. 22 

F\Jrther, in a mid-1960s letter written by a fonner owner of the house who with 
her husband did extensive rehabilitation work on the property in the late-1930s, 
it was related that while clearinJ the grourrls adjacent to the house a cemete:ry 
was uncovered. Unfortunately, fragments of ledger-type m::>rnnnents that were 
unearthed, sane of whidl were said to be of the Neale-Rozer family, were not 
preseI:Ved. 'lhe cemete:ry site, located about 150 feet west-southwest of the 
house, was graded and no discernible evidence of its existence remains. 23 

See Continuation Sheet No. 11 
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Benjamin arrl Elizabeth (Rozer) D.llany, who also owned prq>erty in 
Alexan:iria, Virginia arrl elsewhere, are believed to have lived at 
AcquinsickejRozer's Fann until 1836 when Elizabeth (Rozer) D.llany "of <llarles 
COlmty," arrl her son Hem:y Rozer D.llany "of Fairfax COlmty, V~inia," oozweyed 
the property to Elizabeth's first cousin, Francis w. Rozer. 24 Rozer, the son 
of Maria arrl Francis Hall Rozer arrl granjson of Hem:y Rozer (d.1802), was then 
liv~ at Notley Hall, which he had inherited on the death of his father in 
1803. 

Francis w. Rozer died intestate not long after acquirin:J the 
AcquinsickejRozer's Fann estate. A widower, he left as heirs two sons, <llarles 
arrl Francis, both of whan were minors. Although the Rozers were residents of 
Prince George's County, Francis E. Rozer' s estate was administered urrler the 
auspices of the Orphans' Court for Cllarles COlmty. 

In 1847, guardianship of Cllarles arrl Francis Rozer was transferred fran 
Richard c. Washipgton to Janes W. Gillis at the request of the family of the 
orphans' m:>ther. 26 '!he Guardian Acx::ounts of the Orphans Court show that the 
boys received their secx:>mary education at private boardinJ school arrl that both 
briefly atten:led Mt. st. Mary's at Ermnitsburg, Marylarrl. Cllarles later atten:led 
Georgetown College arrl Francis atterrled st. John's College, Annapolis. Fi.nancin;J 
of their education, personal expenses, legal fees arrl the maintenance of jointly 
owned property derived largely from profits accrued fran the rent of Notley Hall, 
Rozer's Fann arrl other prq>erties, arrl fran stock dividerrls.v 

Between 1840 arrl 1850 the AcquinsickejRozer's Fann estate was rented to 
John M. Brown, arrl between 1850 arrl 1858 to 'IhanasS. arrl 'lhanas H. Edelen. 28 

In 184 7 Brown was reimbursed for buildin;J materials arrl their freight fran 
Alexan:iria which were used in ~irin:J various buildin;Js on the property, 
presumably including the dwellin;J. 29 In 1848 H.R.V. cawood was paid $180.00 
"for buildin:J [a] kitchen arrl meat house at Rozer's Fann. 1130 In 1847 the 
Orphans' Court directed that an annual value of the various estates be 
detennined, including a description of existin;J i.nprovements arrl their oo:rrlition. 
'Ihese documents were not entered in the Guardian Acx::ounts until 1852, however. 
'!he description of Notley Hall noted the i.nprovements as 

"One 2\ sto:ry brick Dwellin;J House out of repair, the kitchen, srroke 
house, carriage house, stables, small granary, two negro quarters, 
arrl the two oorn houses out of repair, a small peach orchard arrl an 
early vegetable garden. Acreage unknown." 

See Continuation Sheet No. 12 
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two large banlS am CX>rn house, nearly new kitchen, other hruses in 
good repair except one quarter in bad repair. 1131 
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Charles Rozer attained legal age on July 17, 1855.32 In 1858 a petition 
was presented to the Charles County Court on behalf of Henry A. Bc:Mling of Prince 
George's County stating that Bc:Mling had acquired Olarles Rozer's half interest 
in Rozer's Fann am requesting a division of the property between Olarles am 
Francis Rozer' the latter still a minor. 33 '!he court ordered a sw:vey am 
division of the lam later that same year. '!he then 1332 acres were divided into 
two equal parts by a line that basically followed the divisional line of 1758 am 
which essentially parallels present-day Billingsley Road. lot #1 in the 
division, which included the main dwelling am ancillary structures, was awarded 
to Francis w. Rozer am I.Dt #2 to Olarles. 34 

Francis Rozer reached his 21st birthday not long after the division was 
made. In 1868 Francis w. Rozer am Frances E. Rozer I his wife "of Prince 
George's County," sold two ~ of his share of AcquinsickejRozer' s Fann to 
neighboring property owners. 35 In 1896 the Rozers were living in Montganery 
County, Ma.rylam, am in that year sold the remai.nin:J 501 acres together with the 
house to William H. Bournes.36 Bournes subsequently defaulted on a m::>rtgage am 
the fann was sold at public auction to Frederick Bournes.37 In 1913 Bournes 
cx:>nveyed the property to local atto:rney am . lan:i speculator Walter J. 
Mitchell. 38 In 1934 Mitchell sold the house an:i rernai.nin:J lam to J. F. Paul 
E'schner, by which time the house was in near ruins. '!he Esdmers extensively 
rehabilitated the house, added a wing an:i made other i.nprovements to the 
property.39 In 1947 Eschner's widav sold the house an:i 100 acres to Ridlard H. 
Mudd who two years later cx:>nveyed the same to Yourg Wright. 40 'Ihe Wrights 
continued the rehabilitation of the house am grourxls until 1962 when Acquinsicke 
was pm:::hased by George c. Miles. 41 '!he present owners acquired the house am 
further reduced acreage in 1990. 

RESaJRCE ANALYSIS: 

'!he extent to which Acquinsicke was rehabilitated in the 1930S am 1940s 
was clearly necessitated by its near ruinous rorrlition at the time of its sale 
in 1934. In many respects the work that was done was far nore synpathetic than 
the fate suffered by many other COl.Dlty landmarks, then am now. What is 
i.nportant is that the na;t significant historic arcltltectural features of the 

See Continuation Sheet No. 13 
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house have been preserved, thus providin;J valuable P"iysical evidence of the 
changes that occurred in local buildin;J custan.s during the critical post­
Revolutionai:y War pericxi. Arn, there is every reason to believe that further, 
m:::>re c:x::mprehensive studies of this buildin;J will reveal additional important 
infonnation. Regardless, the fact that Acquinsicke is the only documented 
exanple of its form dating before the late-18105 in this locality by itself 
establishes its eligibility for National Register listing. 

Proving this property's significance in a religious context is m:::>re 
difficult than establishing its ardlitectural significance, since the actual site 
of the original Neale hane is not precisely knam. F\Jrther, though the existing 
house was built by a direct descerx:lent of Anthony an:l Edward Neale, it by itself 
has no direct association with that aspect of the property's hi~:ry. 
Nevertheless, there is strong historical evidence that the existing house was 
built on or quite close to the site of the earlier Neale dwelling; possibly, as 
suggested by irregularities in the framework of the present house, it 
incorporates part of the framework of its predecessor. Also to be mnsidered is 
the fact that the site of the existing structure was clearly highly valued in a 
personal rather than econcmic sense by Anthony Neale's desc:enJants, vmo retaine::l 
possession of it for allrost two hundred years. Rarely did prq>erties mntinue 
in one-family ownership for this lergt:h of tine. 'lhese aspects of the histo:ry 
of the Acquinsicke site, together with the fact that so very feN historically 
important an:l P"iysically tangible sties exist in this locality relating to the 
early, pre-American Revolution histo:ry of Ranan catholicism, warrants careful 
mnsideration of Acquinsicke's site as being one of historical significance in 
that mntext. Even though it cannot be proven that the hane/mission chapel of 
the Neale family existed within the area of lan:l nominated without extensive 
archaeological examination, the site arguably has symbolic an:l carnmencrative 
value by its established historical associations. 

See Continuation Sheet No. 14 
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#71 Descriptions 

I • 

Acquinsicke, highly visable from its location several hundred 
feet from the south side of Billingsley Road, is situated about one 
mile west of the intersection of Billingsley Road and Maryland 
Route 228, and about two and one-half miles east of the intersection 
of Billingsley Road and Maryland Route 227 at Bryan's Road. 

A large three-part frame house consisting of a two-story, five-bay 
center block with later, one story flanking wings, Acquinsicke is 
one of Charles County's more interesting examples of eighteenth 
century Federal architecture. The principal facade of the main 
block faces west and has a centered entrance door framed by over 
and side lights. Although of basic nineteenth century styling, the 
door was actually installed in about 1930, replacing an earlier door 
and transome. The brick stoop and steps was added about this same 
time and replaced an earlier one-story porch that extended the 
full width of this elevation. Although the four windows flanking' 
the door, and the five second floor windows, all occupy original 
locations, the trim and six-over-six sash are replacement features. 
At the foundation level, which is of brick that was later stuccoed, 
there are five, wood barred cellar windows, eac..~ aligned with the 
opening above. (The middle window of this elevation is covered by 
the arched, open base of the brick stoop.) On the opposite side 
of th~ house the basic fenestration and door position is repeated; 
however, during the 1930's the center, second floor window was removed 
and replaced by a glazed door with sidelights that was intended to 
provide access to a portico roof from an interior stair landing. A 
smaller, square window above was also added at this date. The high, 
gable roof, presently sheathed with asphalt singles, has a single~ 
brick chimney at each end, both of which were once ornamented with 
plaster necking bands directly below their corbeled caps. At the 
south end of the house is a one-story addition with a half-hipped 
roof and wide expanses of multi-unit windows that was built in the 
1940's-on the site of a much earlier wing destroyed in about 1920. 
At the opposite end of the house stands a larger one-story wing 
that was added in the late 1930's. 

The interior room configuration of the main block consists of a 
center stair hall fl-anked by two rooms at the first floor level, 
two bedrooms and a small room at the front of the hall at the 
second floor, and two small bedrooms in the attic. The cellar was 
initially partitioned into three areas, but a third small room was 
added to the front of the middle room later in this century. Both 
principal rooms of the first and second floors and the attic have 
fireplaces, with arched niches supporting the chimneys at the cellar 
level. Although a considerable amount of the original woodwork in 
the house was replaced in the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, 
the first floor north room, presently used as a dining room, displays 
some original trim of a very sophisticated Federal design. Particularly 
noteworthy is the mantle, embellished with reeded and ribboned pilasters, 
a paneled freize decorated with carved sunbursts, and a shaped cornice 
shelf with reeding and gougework. To the left side of the mantle is 
an arched alcove framed by reeded and ribboned pilasters above blocked 
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plinths, with molded imposts and keystone. Across the rounded back 
of the alcove, at chairrail height, is a molded rail with decorative 
gougework. It is believed that the pattern of the rail was repeated 
on chairrails that formerly existed in this room, and some of the 
same design elements were used on a ceiling cornice that has also been 
removed.* The artistic quality of the trim in this room, particularly 
that of the mantle and alcove, employing decorative motifs popular 
during the Federal period, indicate that Acquinsicke was once very 
elegantly ornamented. Another original feature of interest is the 
main stair. Positioned in the northeast corner of the first floor 
hall, it rises in four flights to the attic, and has scalloped 
spandrels, molded rails with "saddles" and square posts. Within 
the paneled stair closet beneath the first flight of steps is a 
second stair providing interior access to the cellar. Although the 
·cella1r"i stair is of twentieth century date it is believed to replace 
an earlier, possibly original stair. The stair closet was once 
lighted by a small window in the east wall of the closet to the left 
of the main, rear door. This window, an interesting original feature, 
was removed and the opening plastered over in the 1930's •. Other 
early features include·. yellow pine flooring,and two partition walls 
of vertical, beaded boards in the attic. Most of the doors at the 
second floor level are believed to have been installed in the early 
or mid-nineteenth century and retain hand painted graining simulating 
tiger maple, a popular decorative treatment in the 1840's and so•s. 

The nort..li ;-ring cf th~ hcusc contains <J. kitc."1.en with fireplaa:!, 
a small sewing or guest room, a bath and a pantry. A bedroom has 
been added in the attic and the cellar contains one large room. The 
south wing, access to which is gained through two glazed doors flanking 
the mantle in the south room of the main block, contains a single 
large room and a partial, dirt floored cellar area below. Photographs 
taken of the house prior to its renovation/restoration in the 1920's 
and 30's, show that a two story wing once stood in this location, but 
its date of construction remains undetermined. A second wing extended 
out from the main block from the south end of the east side. This 
wing is said to have been built in about 1860 and burned prior to 
1920, the fire causing considerable damage to the first and second 
floor south rooms of the main block. 

About twenty-five feet from the northeast corner of the house,and 
positioned at a right angle to it,is a two story garage built earlier 
in this century. To the south of the house are the foundations of 
several other early twentieth century buildings. When the grounds 
around the house were cleared in the early 1930' s a cemetery is said 
to have been uncovered about 150-feet west-southwest of the house, 
but all of the stones have since been lost. 

* Several fragments of the ceiling cornice remain and were identified 
as such by previous owners. 
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#8s Statement of Significances 

Traditionally associated with the historically prominent Neale 
family of Maryland, the present house standing on the Acquinsicke 
property was actually not built until about a quarter century after 
the Neale's sold the property in 1757. A well-proportioned, two­
story, one room deep frame house with interior end chimneys, it has 
flanking one story wings added in this century, Especially noteworthy 
features include handsome, Federal-style interior trim in the first 
floor north room, the artistic quality of which indicate that the 
interior of the house was once very elegantly ornamented. Of par­
ticular interest is a mantle with reeded and ribboned pilasters 
beneath a freize and shaped shelf decorated with carved sunbursts, 
reeding and gougework. Adjacent to the mantle is an arched alcove 
framed by reeded and ribboned pilasters with molded imposts and key­
stone. Similarly decorated chairrails and ceiling cornices once 
existed, but these were removed in the 1930's. In the center hall 
is a cantilevered stair with a shaped walnut rail that rises in four 
flights to the attic. The interior end chinmeys, each containing 
three fireplaces, are supported by arched niches at the cellar level 
and once had plastered necking bands on their corbeled caps. 

The property on which Acquinsicke stands was once a 1,000 acre 
tract patented by Anthony Neale in 1706, alt.'1-iough it had previously 
been surveyed for Jerome White in 1704 and nam~d 1-'!hitc•s Ferd.I 
Anthony Neale was the youngest son of Captain James Neale. Captain 
Neale, one of Maryland's most illustrious colonial figures, was 
closely allied with Charles I of England, distinguishing himself in 
the service of the king and the Duke of York in both Spain and 
Portugal. His wife, Ann, was a Lady in Waiting to the Spanish Qneen 
Henrietta Maria, who later, as the wife of Charles I, became the 
Queen of England. Henrietta Maria Neale, eldest child of Capt. James 
Neale and from whom many prominent Maryland families claim descent, 
was both the goddaughter and namesake of Queen Henrietta Maria.2 

Prior to his patent of Acquinsicke, Anthony Neale and his wife, 
Elizabeth Roswell, lived on a 1,000 acre portion of his father's 
plantation, Wolleston Manor, near present day Issue in southeaste111 
Charles County. It is believed that it was not long after he acquired 
Acquinsicke that he built a new home and moved there with his wif"e 
and children. During the time that Anthony Neale lived at Acquinsicke 
the house was used as a "way-station" of the Catholic Church, where 
Jesuit priests would come to minister to the needs of the local 
community,3 Anthony Neale's will, probated in 1722, specifically 
refers to Acquinsicke as his dwelling plantation, and directs that 
"the silver chalice and (the) rest of the church stuff to remain in 
(the) said house for (the) use of (the) family. 11 4 

Fallowing the death of Anthony Neale the property passed to his 
two sons, Edward and Charles, with Edward Neale receiving the half 
of the plantation on which the house was located. In 1751 E.dward 
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Neale sold his half sha.rein Acquinsic~e to Henry Rozier.5 Rozier 
eventually purchased most of the original tract and various con­
tiguous lands and by the time of his death the property included 
some 1,500 acres. It is probable that it was the fairly wealthy 
Henry Rozier who built the present house, possibly on the site of 
the earlier Neale home. 

By 1836 the property was known as Rozier Farm and was owned by 
Elizabeth Dulany. She had inherited the 1,500 acre plantation from 
her grandfather1. Henry Rozier, and that year sold it to her cousin, 
Francis Rozier.b Francis Rozier evidently lived on the property 
until his death c~ 1850 at which time it was inherited by his two 
sons~ Francis w. and Charles. In 1858 Francis w. Rozier sold his 
half share of Acquinsicke-Rozier Farm , including the dwelling house, 
to Fred T. Bourne, who in turn sold the same lands to Philip Tuck 
in 1901.7 Between 1901 and 1930 the farm passed through several 
ownerships and the house, used primarily by tenants, fell into 
disrepair. By 1930, when it was acquired and renovated by PaUl 
Eschner, the siding was falling off, the roof had large ~oles in it 
and the interior rooms were used for stripping tobacco and storing 
grain. 

rootnotesa 

Footnotes number~d 1, 2, 3 and 5 through 7 indicate sources 
of information t~ken from a history of the Neale family and a 
history of Acquinsick.e in the possession of the current 01'mers, 
Mr. and Mrs. George c. Miles. 

4. Klapthor, Margaret Brown. Histo of Charles Countr 
(Charles County ':B'er~ntenary Commission, La Plata, 
1958. P• 68. (See also: pp. 8, 32, 55 and 154.) 

land. 
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ACQUINSICKE: FIRST FLOOR PLAN 

Dimensions of historic rdoms: A. (Stair hall): ll'-10" x 19'-6~"; 
B. (Present dining room: 19'-4" x 19-6~"; c. Present living 
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Attic chambers: 5'-11". 
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