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Christ Episcopal Church, Port Tobacco Parish 

 

Architectural Survey File 

This is the architectural survey file for this MIHP record. The survey file is organized reverse-

chronological (that is, with the latest material on top). It contains all MIHP inventory forms, National 

Register nomination forms, determinations of eligibility (DOE) forms, and accompanying documentation 

such as photographs and maps. 

Users should be aware that additional undigitized material about this property may be found in on-site 

architectural reports, copies of HABS/HAER or other documentation, drawings, and the “vertical files” at 

the MHT Library in Crownsville. The vertical files may include newspaper clippings, field notes, draft 

versions of forms and architectural reports, photographs, maps, and drawings. Researchers who need a 

thorough understanding of this property should plan to visit the MHT Library as part of their research 

project; look at the MHT web site (mht.maryland.gov) for details about how to make an appointment. 

All material is property of the Maryland Historical Trust. 
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CAPSULE SUMMARY SHEET 

Survey No.: CH-62 CPACS Cl 15) Construction Date: circa 1830. 1906 
Name: Christ Episcopal Church 
Location: I 00 Block of Charles Street. La Plata. Charles County 

Private/Religious/Occupied/Excellent/Restricted 

Description: 

Christ Episcopal Church was previously inventoried by the Maryland Historical Trust in the 1970s; however, an extensive 

survey form was not completed. Christ Episcopal Church is a I Yi-story Victorian Gothic Revival Church on the north side of 

Charles Street in downtown La Plata, Charles County. The church was originally constructed circa 1830 next to the courthouse 

in the town of Port Tobacco, replacing an earlier church destroyed in a storm. In 1906, after the Charles County seat had been 

moved from Port Tobacco to La Plata, the church was dismantled, moved to La Plata, and rebuilt in the Victorian Gothic 

Revival style. The church has a nave and side aisles, a centered arched entry, and an off-center 4-story bell tower at the 

southwest comer. In 1938, a parish hall was constructed and connected to the church by a hyphen. The structure has an asphalt 

shingle. dual-pitch front-gable roof with five dormers on both roof planes. The church is of stone construction. All windows, 

including the dormer windows. are gothic-arch windows with stained glass, and there is a large gothic-arch window with a 

centered rose window on the south, or front elevation. The exposed elevations of the bell tower have gothic-arch windows on 

the first three stories and gothic-arch louvers on the top level. The west and east elevations have four gothic-arch windows. 

and a projecting bay at the rear of the church. The bay on the west elevation has a wood door and steps to grade. The parish 

hall. which is oriented perpendicular to the church, has an asphalt shingle, front-gable roof, an arched entry, and buttresses on 

the south and north elevations. The parish hall is of stuccoed concrete block construction, and it is connected to the church at 

the southwest comer. The windows are 8-light casements, and there are two exit doors at the rear. 

Significance: 

Christ Episcopal Church was erected in downtown La Plata in 1906, using building materials from the previous Christ 

Episcopal Church, located in Port Tobacco. The congregation is one of the oldest in the area, originally established by act of 

the provincial assembly in 1692. Although the building has undergone some alterations. it is a good examples of a late 

Victorian Gothic church. 



Maryland Historical Trust 
Maryland Inventory of Historic Properties Form 
U.S. 301 South Corridor Transportation Study 

1. Name: (indicate preferred name) 
historic Christ Episcopal Church 
and/or common 
2. Location: 

Survey No.: CH-62 (PACS Cl 15) 

DOE _yes no 

street & number 100 Block of Charles Street not for publication 
citv. town La Plata _ vicinity of congressional district 
state Marvland county Charles 
3. Classification: 
Category Ownership Present Use 
_district _public 

Status 
ioccupied 
_unoccupied 

_work in progress 
Accessible 

_agriculture _museum 
ibuilding(s) iprivate _commercial _park 

structure _both education _private 
Public Acquisition _entertainment residence site 

_object _in process lYes: restricted_govemment ireligious 
_being considered _yes: unrestricted 
inot applicable _no 

4. Owner of Propertv: (give names and mailing addresses of all owners) 
name Vestrv of Port Tobacco Parish 
street & number P.O. Box 760 

industrial _scientific 
_military 

_transportation 
_other: 

telephone no.: 
citv. town La Plata state and zip code MD 20646 
5. Location of Legal Description 
Land Records Office of Charles Countv liber 15 
street & number 101 Catalpa Drive folio 129 
citv. town La Plata state MD 
6. Representation in Existing Historical Surveys 
title Jnventorv of Historic Sites in Calvert, Charles. and St. Mary's Counties 
date 1980 _federal istate _countv local 
depositorv/survey records Maryland Historical Tn.,, 
citv. town Crownsville state Maf\ land 



7. Description 
Condition 
_x.excellent 
_good 

fair 

_deteriorated _unaltered 
_ruins _x.altered 

unex osed 

Resource Count: 1 

Check one 
_original site 

_x.moved 

Survey No.: CH-62 (PACS Cl 15) 
Check one 

date of move 1906 

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its various elements as it exists today. 

Christ Episcopal Church was previously inventoried by the Maryland Historical Trust in the 1970s; however, an extensive survev fonn 
was not completed. Christ Episcopal Church is a 1 Yi-story Victorian Gothic Revival Church on the north side of Charles St~eet in 
downtown La Plata, Charles County. The church was originally constructed circa 1830 next to the courthouse in the town of Port 
Tobacco, replacing an earlier church destroyed in a storm. In 1906, after the Charles County seat had been moved from Port Tobacco 
to La Plata the church was dismantled. moved to La Plata, and rebuilt in the Victorian Gothic Revival stvle. The church has a nave 
and side aisles, a centered arched entry, and an off-center 4-story bell tower at the southwest comer. .In 1938. a parish hall was 
constructed and connected to the church by a hyphen. 

The structure has an asphalt shingle, dual-pitch front-gable roof with five dormers on both roof planes. The church is of stone 
construction. All windows, including the dormer windows, are gothic-arch windows with stained glass, and there is a large gothic-arch 
window with a centered rose window on the south, or front elevation. The exposed elevations of the bell tower have gothic-arch 
windows on the first three stories and gothic-arch louvers on the top level. The west and east elevations have four gothic-arch 
windows, and a projecting bay at the rear of the church. The bay on the west elevation has a wood door and steps to grade. 

The parish hall. which is oriented perpendicular to the church, has an asphalt shingle. front-gable roof, an arched entry, and buttresses 
on the south and north elevations. The parish hall is of stuccoed concrete block construction, and it is connected to the church at the 
southwest corner. The windows are 8-light casements, and there are two exit doors at the rear. 

There are no outbuildings associated with this property. 

The property is located at the comer of Charles Street and Church Street in downtown La Plata. There is a residence now used as 
an otTtce to the west, and parking lots for county buildings to the north. There are some mature trees located in front of the church 
along Charles Street. The property's setting is downtown La Plata, along the heavily traveled main street. 



8. Significance Survey No.: CH-62 (P ACS C 115) 
Period Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 
_prehistoric _archaeology-prehistoric_ Community planning _landscape architecture_religion 
_ 1400-1499 _archeology-historic _conservation law _science 
_ 1500-1599 _agriculture _economics literature _sculpture 

1600-1699 _architecture _education _military _sociaV 
1700-1799 _art _engineering _music humanitarian 
1800-1899 _commerce _exploration/settlement _philosophy _theater 
~ 1900- _communication _industry _politics/government _transportation 

invention other: 
Specific dates circa 1830, 1906 Builder/ Architect 

check: Applicable Criteria: _A _B _c D 
and/or 

Applicable Exceptions: _A _B _c _D _E _F _G 

Level of Significance: national state local 

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and support. 

Christ Episcopal Church was erected in downtown La Plata in 1906, using building materials from the previous Christ Episcopal 
Church, located in Port Tobacco. The congregation is one of the oldest in the area, originally established by act of the provincial 
assembly in 1692. 

Religious architecture in the project area frequently melded vernacular residential building types with religious architectural elements 
such as bell towers and front-gable orientation. The degree of architectural pretension exhibited by the churches of the area depended 
upon congregation size, wealth. and denomination. The design of churches reflected both functional and symbolic concerns. 
Churches (as opposed to meeting houses) in the area, as well as the nation, almost invariably featured front-gables. The front-gable 
orientation was the logical exterior architectural accommodation of the lengthened nave so frequently utilized by denominations 
tracing their lineage ultimately to the Roman Catholic Church, rather than Eastern Orthodox Church. A bell tower not only called 
parishioners to worship, but also provided a visual symbol of the building's spiritual, rather than secular, function. Fenestration also 
frequently symbolized the building's function; rounded, Gothic arch, and pointed shapes helped distinguish the church from its secular 
neighbors. 

Christ Episcopal Church was rebuilt in a Victorian Gothic Revival style. Most Catholic and Episcopalian churches built from 1845 
to 1900 were built in the Gothic Revival style. The emergence of this style reflected the renewed religious intensity in the second 
quarter of the nineteenth century which is commonly referred to as the "Second Great Awakening". Religious leaders increasingly 
came to believe that the prevailing Greek Revival style was too pagan and that a more appropriate design would be one that harkened 
back to the religious spirit of the Middle Ages. Gothic Revival was also known as a picturesque style in that it rejected classical 
qualities and appealed to those which excited the Romantic mind. Vernacular Gothic Revival churches frequently featured pointed 
arches and a steeple but few of the embellishments found in urban examples. There was also an emphasis on verticality, which \Vas 
achieved by steeply pitched roofs. The major variations involved the location of the steeple which, in tum, influenced the fenestration. 
Churches with the steeple located at the center of the facade have symmetrical fenestration with a three bay organization. The~ 
sometimes have an exposed gable in which the steeple is set behind the gable which is then frequently ornamented with stickwork. 



CONTINUATION SHEET 

MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST 
ST ATE HISTORIC SITES INVENTORY FORM 
RESOURCE NAME: Christ Episcopal Church 
SURVEY NO.: CH-62 (PACS Cl 15) 
ADDRESS: 100 Block of Charles Street, La Plata, Charles County 

8. Significance (Continued) 

shingling, or a round window. Placing the steeple away from the center of the facade resulted in asymmetrical fenestration and 
allowed room for paired windows or a triple window. The most elaborate variation featured a pair of steeples one located on each 
side of the church (Gottfried 1988: 250-254). 

Christ Episcopal Church is located in Charles County in southern Maryland. The Native American inhabitants of southern Maryland 
from the Piscataway and Potobac nations were joined by European settlers beginning in 1634 with the establishment of St. Mary's 
City by Leonard Calvert. Successive waves of colonists took up tracts of land further inland from the Chesapeake Bay along the 
Patuxent and Potomac rivers and their tributaries. Charles County was formed in 1658 and Prince George's County was established 
in 1696. Settlement was confined to inland areas until road clearing began in the mid-eighteenth century as a result of the 
establishment of port towns and Maryland's rising population. Tobacco cultivation dominated the economic and social life of both 
Charles and Prince George's counties until the mid-nineteenth century when soil exhaustion necessitated agricultural diversification. 
The introduction of rail lines in 1873 linked Prince George's and Charles counties with the surrounding area, encouraging trade and 

settlement. While the suburbanization of Prince George's and Charles counties was ensured by the widespread availability of the 
automobile in the mid-twentieth century, these southern Maryland counties have also retained their rural and agricultural character. 
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CONTINUATION SHEET 

MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST 
ST ATE HISTORIC SITES INVENTORY FORM 
RESOURCE NAME: Christ Episcopal Church 
SURVEY NO.: CH-62 (PACS Cl 15) 
ADD RESS: 100 Block of Charles Street, La Plata, Charles County 

8. Significance (Continued) 

NATIONAL REGISTER EVALUATION 

Christ Episcopal Church is a contributing resource within the La Plata Historic District (CH-326). Christ Episcopal Church is eligible 
under Criterion A, as being both a significant landmark in La Plata and the home church to one of the oldest congregations in the area. 
The ca. 1830 church had been relocated to La Plata from Port Tobacco in 1906 and has remained an important landmark within La 
Plata since the beginning of the 20th century. In addition, the Christ Episcopal Church is eligible under Criterion C, as a good example 
of the Victorian Gothic Revival in Southern Maryland. The church was constructed using building materials from the previous Christ 
Episcopal Church located in Port Tobacco and the building's design was a reflection of the functional and symbolic concerns of that 
time. Historic research indicates that the property has no association with persons who have made specific contributions to history, 
and therefore, it does not meet Criterion B. Criterion D was not assessed during this study. 

MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST 
Eligibility Recommended ________ Eligibility Not Recommended _______ _ 
Comments: _____________________________________ ~ 

Reviewer, OPS: _________________ Date: ___________ _ 
Reviewer, NR Program: Date: 
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9. Major Bibliographical References 

See Continuation Sheet 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of nominated property _ 
Quadrangle name La Plata. MD 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

Survev No.: CH-62 (PACS C 115) 

Quadrangle scale I :24.000 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 
state code county code 
state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 
name/title Caroline Hall/Ryan McKav/Simone M. Moffett 
organization P.A.C. Spero & Company/EHT Traceries, Inc. date September 1996/revised November 1998/Februarv 2000 
street & number 40 W. Chesapeake Avenue, Suite 412/5420 Western Avenue telephone (410) 296-1635/(301)656-5283 
citv or town Baltimore/Chevy Chase state Marv land 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in 
the Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 197 4 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and record purposed only and do not constitute an: 
infringement of individual property rights. 

return to: Maryland Historical Trust 
DHCP/DHCD 
100 Community Place 
Crownsville, MD 21032-2023 
(410) 514-7600 



CONTINUATION SHEET 

MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST 
ST ATE HISTORIC SITES INVENTORY FORM 
RESOURCE NAME: Christ Episcopal Church 
SURVEY NO.: CH-62 (PACS Cl 15) 
ADDRESS: I 00 Block of Charles Street, La Plata, Charles County 

9. Major Bibliographical References (Continued) 
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CAPSULE SUMMARY SHEET 

Survey No.: CH-62 (PACS C115) Construction Date: circa 1830. 1906 

Name: Christ Episcopal Church 

Location: 100 Block of Charles Street. La Plata. Charles County 

Private/Religious/Occupied/Excellent/Restricted 

Description: 

Christ Episcopal Church was previously inventoried by the Maryland Historical Trust 

in the 1970s; however, an extensive survey form was not completed. Christ Episcopal 
Church is a 1~-story Victorian Gothic Revival Church on the north side of Charles 

Street in downtown La Plata, Charles County. The church was originally constructed 

circa 1830 next to the courthouse in the town of Port Tobacco, replacing an earlier 

church destroyed in a storm. In 1906, after the Charles County seat had been moved 
from Port Tobacco to La Plata, the church was dismantled, moved to La Plata, and 

rebuilt in the Victorian Gothic Revival style. The church has a nave and side 

aisles, a centered arched entry, and an off-center 4-story bell tower at the 
southwest corner. In 1938, a parish hall was constructed and connected to the 

church by a hyphen. The structure has an asphalt shingle, dual-pitch front-gable 

roof with five dormers on both roof planes. The church is of stone construction. 

All windows, including the dormer windows, are gothic-arch windows with stained 

glass, and there is a large gothic-arch window with a centered rose window on the 
south, or front elevation. The exposed elevations of the bell tower have gothic
arch windows on the first three stories and gothic-arch louvers on the top level. 

The west and east elevations have four gothic-arch windows, and a projecting bay at 

the rear of the church. The bay on the west elevation has a wood door and steps to 
grade. The parish hall, which is oriented perpendicular to the church, has an 

asphalt shingle, front-gable roof, an arched entry, and buttresses on the south and 

north elevations. The parish hall is of stuccoed concrete block construction, and 

it is connected to the church at the southwest corner. The windows are 8-light 
casements, and there are two exit doors at the rear. 
Significance: 

Christ Episcopal Church was erected in downtown La Plata in 1906, using building 
materials from the previous Christ Episcopal Church, located in Port Tobacco. The 

- congregation is one of the oldest in the area, originally established by act of the 
provincial assembly in 1692. The structures are undistinctive examples of a common 
architectural style which have been altered by additions. The rebuilt Christ 
Episcopal Church does not represent a distinctive example of a late Victorian Gothic 
church. 



Survey No.: CH-62 (PACS C115) 

DOE _yes _no Maryland Historical Trust 
-Maryland Inventory of Historic Properties Form ·.s. 301 South Corridor Transportation Study 

1 . Name: (indicate preferred name) 

historic Christ Episcopal Church 

and/or common 

2. Location: 
street & number 100 Block of Charles Street _ not for publication 

city, town La Plata _ vicinity of 

state Maryland 

3. Classification: 
Category 
_district 
~building(s) 

_structure 
_site 
~object 

Ownership 
_public 
~private 
_both 
Public Acquisition 
_in process 
_being considered 
~not applicable 

4. Owner of Property: 
name Vestry of Port Tobacco Parish 

street & number P.O. Box 760 

city,town La Plata 

congressional district 

county Charles 

Status 
~occupied 

_unoccupied 
_work in progress 
Accessible 
~yes: restricted 
_yes: unrestricted 
_no 

Present Use 
_agriculture 
_commercial 
_education 
_entertainment 
_government 
_industrial 
_military 
_transportation 

_museum 
_park 
_private 

residence 
~religious 
_scientific 
_other: 

(give names and mailing addresses of all owners) 

telephone no. : 

state and zip code MD 20646 

5. Location of Legal Description 
Land Records Off ice of Charles County liber 15 

street & number 101 Catalpa Drive folio 129 

city,town La Plata state MD 

6. Representation in Existing Historical Surveys 
title Inventory of Historic Sites in Calvert, Charles, and St. Mary's Counties 

date 1980 _federal ~state _county _local 

~pository/survey records Maryland Historical Trust 

city,town Crownsville state Maryland 



7. Description 
_condition 

L_excellent 
_good 
__ fair 

Resource Count: 

__ deteriorated 
ruins 

__ unexposed 

Check one 
__ unaltered 
_lL_altered 

Survey No.: CH-62 (PACS C115) 

Check one 
__ original site 
_lL_moved date of move 1906 

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its various 
elements as it exists today. 

Christ Episcopal Church was previously inventoried by the Maryland Historical Trust in the 1970s; 
however, an extensive survey form was not completed. Christ Episcopal Church is a 1\-story 
Victorian Gothic Revival Church on the north side of Charles Street in downtown La Plata, Charles 
County. The church was originally constructed circa 1830 next to the courthouse in the town of 
Port Tobacco, replacing an earlier church destroyed in a storm. In 1906, after the Charles 
County seat had been moved from Port Tobacco to La Plata, the church was dismantled, moved to 
La Plata, and rebuilt in the Victorian Gothic Revival style. The church has a nave and side 
aisles, a centered arched entry, and an off-center 4-story bell tower at the southwest corner. 
In 1938, a parish hall was constructed and connected to the church by a hyphen. 

The structure has an asphalt shingle, dual-pitch front-gable roof with five dormers on both roof 
planes. The church is of stone construction. All windows, including the dormer windows, are 
gothic-arch windows with stained glass, and there is a large gothic-arch window with a centered 
rose window on the south, or front elevation. The exposed elevations of the bell tower have 
~thic-arch windows on the first three stories and gothic-arch louvers on the top level. The 
.est and east elevations have four gothic-arch windows, and a projecting bay at the rear of the 
church. The bay on the west elevation has a wood door and steps to grade. 

The parish hall, which is oriented perpendicular to the church, has an asphalt shingle, front
gable roof, an arched entry, and buttresses on the south and north elevations. The parish hall 
is of stuccoed concrete block construction, and it is connected to the church at the southwest 
corner. The windows are 8-light casements, and there are two exit doors at the rear. 

There are no outbuildings associated with this property. 

The property is located at the corner of Charles Street and Church Street in downtown La Plata. 
There is a residence now used as an office to the west, and parking lots for county buildings 
to the north. There are some mature trees located in front of the church along Charles Street. 
The property's setting is downtown La Plata, along the heavily travelled main street. 



8. Significance Survey No.: CH-62 (PACS C115) 

Period Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 
prehistoric _archaeology-prehistoric_Community planning _landscape architecture_religion 
1400-1499 _archeology-historic _conservation _law _science 
1500-1599 _agriculture _economics _literature _sculpture 

_1600-1699 _architecture _education _military _social/ 
1700-1799 _art _engineering _music humanitarian 
1800-1899 _commerce _exploration/settlement _philosophy _theater 

K._1900- communication _industry _politics/government _transportation 
_invention _other: 

Specific dates circa 1830, 1906 Builder/Architect 

check: Applicable Criteria: _A --8 --c --D 
and/or 

Applicable Exceptions: _A --B --c --D --E --F --G 

Level of Significance: --national --state --local 

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and support. 

Christ Episcopal Church was erected in downtown La Plata in 1906, using building materials from 
the previous Christ Episcopal Church, located in Port Tobacco. The congregation is one of the 
oldest in the area, originally established by act of the provincial assembly in 1692. 

eligious architecture in the project area frequently melded vernacular residential building 
types with religious architectural elements such as bell towers and front-gable orientation. 
The degree of architectural pretention exhibited by the churches of the area depended upon 
congregation size, wealth, and denomination. The design of churches reflected both functional 
and symbolic concerns. Churches (as opposed to meeting houses) in the area, as well as the 
nation, almost invariably featured front-gables. The front-gable orientation was the logical 
exterior architectural accommodation of the lengthened nave so frequently utilized by 
denominations tracing their lineage ultimately to the Roman Catholic Church, rather than Eastern 
Orthodox Church. A bell tower not only called parishioners to worship, but also provided a 
visual symbol of the building's spiritual, rather than secular, function. Fenestration also 
frequently symbolized the building's function; rounded, Gothic arch, and pointed shapes helped 
distinguish the church from its secular neighbors. 

Christ Episcopal Church was rebuilt in a Victorian Gothic Revival style. Most Catholic and 
Episcopalian churches built from 1845 to 1900 were built in the Gothic Revival style. The 
emergence of this style reflected the renewed religious intensity in the second quarter of the 
nineteenth century which is commonly referred to as the "Second Great Awakening". Religious 
leaders increasingly came to believe that the prevailing Greek Revival style was too pagan and 
that a more appropriate design would be one that harkened back to the religious spirit of the 
Middle Ages. Gothic Revival was also known as a picturesque style in that it rejected classical 
qualities and appealed to those which excited the Romantic mind. Vernacular Gothic Revival 
churches frequently featured pointed arches and a steeple but few of the embellishments found 
in urban examples. There was also an emphasis on verticality, which was achieved by steeply 
pitched roofs. The major variations involved the location of the steeple which, in turn, 
lnfluenced the fenestration. Churches with the steeple located at the center of the facade have 

1mmetrical fenestration with a three bay organization. They sometimes have an exposed gable in 
which the steeple is set behind the gable which is then frequently ornamented with stickwork, 



CONTINUATION SHEET 

MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST 
STATE HISTORIC SITES INVENTORY FORM 
RESOURCE NAME: Christ Episcopal Church 
SURVEY NO.: CH-62 (PACS C115) 
ADDRESS: 100 Block of Charles Street, La Plata, Charles County 

8. Significance (Continued) 

shingling, or a round window. Placing the steeple away from the center of the facade resulted 
in asymmetrical fenestration and allowed room for paired windows or a triple window. The most 
elaborate variation featured a pair of steeples one located on each side of the church (Gottfried 
1988: 250-254). 

Christ Episcopal Church is located in Charles County in southern Maryland. The Native American 
inhabitants of southern Maryland from the Piscataway and Potobac nations were joined by European 
settlers beginning in 1634 with the establishment of St. Mary's City by Leonard Calvert. 
Successive waves of colonists took up tracts of land further inland from the Chesapeake Bay along 
the Patuxent and Potomac rivers and their tributaries. Charles County was formed in 1658 and 
Prince George's County was established in 1696. Settlement was confined to inland areas until 
road clearing began in the mid-eighteenth century as a result of the establishment of port towns 
and Maryland's rising population. Tobacco cultivation dominated the economic and social life 
of both Charles and Prince George's counties until the mid-nineteenth century when soil 
exhaustion necessitated agricultural diversification. The introduction of rail lines in 1873 
linked Prince George's and Charles counties with the surrounding area, encouraging trade and 
settlement. While the suburbanization of Prince George's and Charles counties was ensured by 
'le widespread availability of the automobile in the mid-twentieth century, these southern 

.~aryland counties have also retained their rural and agricultural character. 
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CONTINUATION SHEET 

MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST 
STATE HISTORIC SITES INVENTORY FORM 
RESOURCE NAME: Christ Episcopal Church 
SURVEY NO.: CH-62 (PACS C115) 
ADDRESS: 100 Block of Charles Street, La Plata, Charles County 

8. Significance (Continued) 

NATIONAL REGISTER EVALUATION 

Christ Episcopal Church is a contributing resource within the proposed La Plata Historic District 
(CH-326). 

Reviewer, OPS: Date:~----<'--....::;..J+-.....+--+-,,£.-~~~~
Reviewer, Date: 
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9. Maj or Bibliographical References Survey No.: CH-62 (PACS C115) 

See Continuation Sheet 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of nominated property 
Quadrangle name La Plata, MD 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

Quadrangle scale 1 :24.000 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 
state code county code 

state code county code 

11 . Form Prepared By 
-1me/title Caroline Hall/Ryan McKay 

organization P.A.C. Spero & Company date September 1996/revised November 1998 

street & number 40 W. Chesapeake Avenue, Suite 412 telephone (410) 296-1635 

city or town Baltimore state Maryland 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by an Act of the 
Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, 
Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and record purposed only 
and do not constitute any infringement of individual property rights. 

return to: Maryland Historical Trust 
DHCP/DHCD 
100 Community Place 
Crownsville, MD 21032-2023 
(410) 514-7600 



CONTINUATION SHEET 

MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST 
STATE HISTORIC SITES INVENTORY FORM 
RESOURCE NAME: Christ Episcopal Church 
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Maryland Co•prehensive Historic Preservation Plan Data Sheet 

Christ Episcopal Church; CH-62 (PACS C115) 
100 Block of Charles Street, La Plata, Charles County 

Historic Context: 

MARYLAND COMPREHENSIVE PRESERVATION PLAN DATA 

Geographic Organization: 

Western Shore 

Chronological/Developmental Period Theme (s): 

Industrial/Urban Dominance A.D. 1870-1930 

Prehistoric/Historic Period Theme(s): 

Architecture; Religion 

RESOURCE TYPE: 

Category (see Section 3 of survey form): 

Buildings; Private Ownership; Public Acquisition Not 
applicable; Occupied; Not accessible; Church 

Historic Environment (urban, suburban, village, or rural): 

Village 

Historic Function(s) and Use(s): 

Church 

Known Design Source (write none if unknown): 

None 
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Survey No.: CH-62 (PACS C115) 

Maryland Historical Trust DOE _yes _no 

Maryland Inventory of Historic Properties Form 
i1.s. 301 South Corridor Transportation Study 

1 . Name: (indicate preferred name) 

historic Christ Episcopal Church 

and/or common 

2. Location: 
street & number 100 Block of Charles Street _ not for publication 

city, town La Plata _ vicinity of 

state Maryland 

3. Classif1cat1on: 
Category 
_district 
_L_building(s) 
_structure 
_site 
_object 

Ownership 
_public 
_L_private 
_both 
Public Acquisition 
_in process 
_being considered 
_L_not applicable 

4. Owner of Property: 
name Vestry of Port Tobacco Parish 

street & number P.O. Box 760 

city,town La Plata 

congressional district 

county Charles 

Status 
_L_OCCUpied 
_unoccupied 
_work in progress 
Accessible 
_L_yes: restricted 
_yes: unrestricted 
_no 

Present Use 
_agriculture 
_commercial 
_education 
_entertainment 
_government 
_industrial 
_military 

_transportation 

_museum 
_park 
_private 

residence 
_x_religious 
_scientific 
_other: 

(give names and mailing addresses of all owners) 

telephone no.: 

state and zip code MD 20646 

5. Location of Legal Description 
Land Records Office of Charles County liber 15 

street & number 101 Catalpa Drive folio 129 

city,town La Plata state MD 

6. Representation in Existing Historical Surveys 
title Inventory of Historic Sites in Calvert, Charles, and St. Mary's Counties 

date 1980 _federal _L_state _county _local 

~pository/survey records Maryland Historical Trust 

city,town Crownsville state Maryland 



7. Description 
..Condition 

_excellent 
_good 
__ fair 

Resource Count: 

__ deteriorated 
ruins 

__ unexposed 

Check one 
__ unaltered 
~altered 

Survey No.: CH-62 (PACS C115) 

Check one 
__ original site 
~moved date of move 1906 

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its various 
elements as it exists today. 

Christ Episcopal Church was previously inventoried by the Maryland Historical Trust in the 1970s; 
however, an extensive survey form was not completed. Christ Episcopal Church is a 122-story 
Victorian Gothic Revival Church on the north side of Charles Street in downtown La Plata, Charles 
County. The church was originally constructed circa 1830 next to the courthouse in the town of 
Port Tobacco, replacing an earlier church destroyed in a storm. In 1906, after the Charles 
County seat had been moved from Port Tobacco to La Plata, the church was dismantled, moved to 
La Plata, and rebuilt in the Victorian Gothic Revival style. The church has a nave and side 
aisles, a centered arched entry, and an off-center 4-story bell tower at the southwest corner. 
In 1938, a parish hall was constructed and connected to the church by a hyphen. 

The structure has an asphalt shingle, dual-pitch front-gable roof with five dormers on both roof 
planes. The church is of stone construction. All windows, including the dormer windows, are 
gothic-arch windows with stained glass, and there is a large gothic-arch window with a centered 
rose window on the south, or front elevation. The exposed elevations of the bell tower have 

- 'thic-arch windows on the first three stories and gothic-arch louvers on the top level. The 
~st and east elevations have four gothic-arch windows, and a projecting bay at the rear of the 

church. The bay on the west elevation has a wood door and steps to grade. 

The parish hall, which is oriented perpendicular to the church, has an asphalt shingle, front
gable roof, an arched entry, and buttresses on the south and north elevations. The parish hall 
is of stuccoed concrete block construction, and it is connected to the church at the southwest 
corner. The windows are 8-light casements, and there are two exit doors at the rear. 

There are no outbuildings associated with this property. 

The property is located at the corner of Charles Street and Church Street in downtown La Plata. 
There is a residence now used as an office to the west, and parking lots for county buildings 
to the north. There are some mature trees located in front of the church along Charles Street. 
The property's setting is downtown La Plata, along the heavily travelled main street. 



8. Significance Survey No.: CH-62 (PACS C115) 

R.eriod Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 
irehistoric _archaeology-prehistoric_Community planning _landscape architecture_religion 

_1400-1499 _archeology-historic _conservation _law _science 
1500-1599 _agriculture _economics _literature _sculpture 
1600-1699 _architecture _education _military _social/ 
1700-1799 _art 

_1800-1899 _commerce 
L_1900- _communication 

Specific dates circa 1830, 1906 

check: Applicable Criteria: 
and/or 

_engineering 
_exploration/settlement 
_industry 
_invention 

_A --B --c 

Applicable Exceptions: _A --B --c 

Level of Significance: --national 

_music 
_philosophy 
_politics/government 

Builder/Architect 

D --

--D --E --F _G 

state local -- --

humanitarian 
_theater 
_transportation 
_other: 

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and support. 

Christ Episcopal Church was erected in downtown La Plata in 1906, using building materials from 
the previous Christ Episcopal Church, located in Port Tobacco. The congregation is one of the 
oldest in the area, originally established by act of the provincial assembly in 1692. 

~ligious architecture in the project area frequently melded vernacular residential building 
types with religious architectural elements such as bell towers and front-gable orientation. 
The degree of architectural pretention exhibited by the churches of the area depended upon 
congregation size, wealth, and denomination. The design of churches reflected both functional 
and symbolic concerns. Churches (as opposed to meeting houses) in the area, as well as the 
nation, almost invariably featured front-gables. The front-gable orientation was the logical 
exterior architectural accommodation of the lengthened nave so frequently utilized by 
denominations tracing their lineage ultimately to the Roman Catholic Church, rather than Eastern 
Orthodox Church. A bell tower not only called parishioners to worship, but also provided a 
visual symbol of the building's spiritual, rather than secular, function. Fenestration also 
frequently symbolized the building's function; rounded, Gothic arch, and pointed shapes helped 
distinguish the church from its secular neighbors. 

Christ Episcopal Church was rebuilt in a Victorian Gothic Revival style. Most Catholic and 
Episcopalian churches built from 1845 to 1900 were built in the Gothic Revival style. The 
emergence of this style reflected the renewed religious intensity in the second quarter of the 
nineteenth century which is commonly referred to as the "Second Great Awakening". Religious 
leaders increasingly came to believe that the prevailing Greek Revival style was too pagan and 
that a more appropriate design would be one that harkened back to the religious spirit of the 
Middle Ages. Gothic Revival was also known as a picturesque style in that it rejected classical 
qualities and appealed to those which excited the Romantic mind. Vernacular Gothic Revival 
churches frequently featured pointed arches and a steeple but few of the embellishments found 
in urban examples. There was also an emphasis on verticality, which was achieved by steeply 
pitched roofs. The major variations involved the location of the steeple which, in turn, 
~,fluenced the fenestration. Churches with the steeple located at the center of the facade have 

1 mmetrical fenestration with a three bay organization. They sometimes have an exposed gable in 
which the steeple is set behind the gable which is then frequently ornamented with stickwork, 



CONTINUATION SHEET 

MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST 
STATE HISTORIC SITES INVENTORY FORM 

ESOURCE NAME: Christ Episcopal Church 
~URVEY NO.: CH-62 (PACS C115) 
ADDRESS: 100 Block of Charles Street, La Plata, Charles County 

8. Significance (Continued) 

shingling, or a round window. Placing the steeple away from the center of the facade resulted 
in asymmetrical fenestration and allowed room for paired windows or a triple window. The most 
elaborate variation featured a pair of steeples one located on each side of the church (Gottfried 
1988: 250-254). 

Christ Episcopal Church is located in Charles County in southern Maryland. The Native American 
inhabitants of southern Maryland from the Piscataway and Potobac nations were joined by European 
settlers beginning in 1634 with the establishment of St. Mary's City by Leonard Calvert. 
Successive waves of colonists took up tracts of land further inland from the Chesapeake Bay along 
the Patuxent and Potomac rivers and their tributaries. Charles County was formed in 1658 and 
Prince George's County was established in 1696. Settlement was confined to inland areas until 
road clearing began in the mid-eighteenth century as a result of the establishment of port towns 
and Maryland's rising population. Tobacco cultivation dominated the economic and social life 
of both Charles and Prince George's counties until the mid- nineteenth century when soil 
exhaustion necessitated agricultural diversification. The introduction of rail lines in 1873 
linked Prince George's and Charles counties with the surrounding area, encouraging trade and 
~ettlement. While the suburbanization of Prince George's and Charles counties was ensured by 

e widespread availability of the automobile in the mid-twentieth century, these southern 
... dryland counties have also retained their rural and agricultural character. 
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CONTINUATION SHEET 

MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST 
STATE HISTORIC SITES INVENTORY FORM 

ESOURCE NAME: Christ Episcopal Church 
$URVEY NO.: CH-62 (PACS C115) 

I ADDRESS: 100 Block of Charles Street, La Plata, Charles County 

8. Significance (Continued) 

NATIONAL REGISTER EVALUATION 

Christ Episcopal Church, constructed circa 1830, moved and rebuilt in 1906, was previously 
inventoried by the Maryland Historical Trust in the 1970s. The church is not eligible for the 
National Register of Historic Places. The property is not eligible under Criterion A, as 
research conducted indicates no association with any historic events or trends significant in 
the development of national, state or local history. Historic research indicates that the 
property has no association with persons who have made specific contributions to history, and 
therefore, it does not meet Criterion B. It is not eligible under Criterion C, as it is an 
undistinctive example of a common architectural style and it has been altered by side additions. 
The parish house, constructed in 1938, is also an undistinctive example of a common architectural 
style. The church must be evaluated as an early twentieth century building, and it does not 
represent a distinctive example of a late Victorian Gothic church. Finally, the structure has 
no known potential to yield important information, and therefore, is not eligible under Criterion 
D. 

llARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST 
Eligibility Recommended~~~~~~~~- Eligibility Not Recommended~~~~~~~~~ 
Comments =~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Reviewer, OPS: 
Reviewer, NR Program: 
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9. Maj or Bibliographical References survey No.: cH-62 (PAcs c11s) 

See Continuation Sheet 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of nominated property 
Quadrangle name La Plata. MD 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

Quadrangle scale 1:24.000 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 
state code county code 

state code county code 

11 . Form Prepared By 
·me/title Caroline Hall/Ryan McKay 

organization P.A.C. Spero & Company date Septeni:>er 1996 

street & number 40 W. Chesapeake Avenue, Suite 412 telephone (410) 296-1635 

city or town Baltimore state Maryland 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by an Act of the 
Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, 
Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and record purposed only 
and do not constitute any infringement of individual property rights. 

return to: Maryland Historical Trust 
DHCP/DHCD 
100 Community Place 
Crownsville, MD 21032-2023 
(410) 514-7600 
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Wearmouth, John M. Charles County Railroad. An unpublished paper on deposit at the Prince 
George's County Historical Society. August 1984. 

Ibid. La Plata, Maryland, 1888-1988, 100 Years. The Heart of Charles County. La Plata: Town 
of La Plata, 1988. 
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Maryland Comprehensive Historic Preservation Plan Data Sheet 

Christ Episcopal Church; CH-62 (PACS C115) 
100 Block of Charles Street, La Plata, Charles County 

Historic Context: 

MARYLAND COMPREHENSIVE PRESERVATION PLAN DATA 

Geographic Organization: 

Western Shore 

Chronological/Developmental Period Theme (s): 

Industrial/Urban Dominance A.O. 1870-1930 

Prehistoric/Historic Period Theme(s): 

Architecture; Religion 

RESOURCE TYPE: 

Category (see Section 3 of survey form): 

Buildings; Private Ownership; Public Acquisition Not 
applicable; Occupied; Not accessible; Church 

Historic Environment (urban, suburban, village, or rural): 

Village 

Historic Function(s) and Use(s): 

Church 

Known Design Source (write none if unknown): 

None 
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1~7_. _D_ES_C_R_IP_T_IO_N-....-------" ---------------------------' ~· ----------~~--1 
(Check One) 

CONDITION 
Excellent Q.- Good 0 Fair 0 Deteriorated 0 Ruins 0 Unexposed 0 

INTEGRITY 
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9. MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL R ..... ERENCES 

10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
·-

L.ATITUOE ANO LONGITUDE COORDINATES 0 
l..ATITUOE ANO LONGITUDE COORDINATES 

DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY OE FINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY 

R OF LESS THAN <?NE ACRE 

CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE LATITUDE LONGITUDE 

Degrees Mlnulos Seconds Degrees Minutes Soeonds DogToes Minutes Seconds DogreH Minutes Soeonds 

NW 0 . 0 . 0 . . 0 . . 
NE 0 . . 0 . 
SE 0 . 0 . . 
SW 0 . . 0 . . 

LIST ALL STATES AN:> COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE: CODE COUNTY CODE 

STATE: CODE COUNTY: CODE 

STATE: CODE COUNTY: CODE 

STATE I CODE COUNTY: CODE 
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