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Old Durham Church, (Christ Episcopal Church, Durham Parish) 

 

Architectural Survey File 

This is the architectural survey file for this MIHP record. The survey file is organized reverse-

chronological (that is, with the latest material on top). It contains all MIHP inventory forms, National 

Register nomination forms, determinations of eligibility (DOE) forms, and accompanying documentation 

such as photographs and maps. 

Users should be aware that additional undigitized material about this property may be found in on-site 

architectural reports, copies of HABS/HAER or other documentation, drawings, and the “vertical files” at 

the MHT Library in Crownsville. The vertical files may include newspaper clippings, field notes, draft 

versions of forms and architectural reports, photographs, maps, and drawings. Researchers who need a 

thorough understanding of this property should plan to visit the MHT Library as part of their research 

project; look at the MHT web site (mht.maryland.gov) for details about how to make an appointment. 

All material is property of the Maryland Historical Trust. 

 

Last Updated: 11-21-2003 



CHAS-63 1732, 1792 and later 
OLD DURHAM CHURCH (Christ Church, Episcopal) 
Ironsides 
Private 

A plain but attractive brick structure, Old Durham is the 
second oldest example of colonial ecclesiastical architecture in 
Charles County and the oldest and best known of the five surviving 
18th century Episcopal churches. 

Located in the once remote western section of the county, 
Durham Parish dates from the 1692 Act of the General Assembly 
establishing four Protestant parishes in the county. The origi
nal log chapel was replaced in 1732 by a one-story, Flemish bond 
brick structure that makes up the first floor level of the ex
isting building. Displaying attractively executed brickwork en
hanced by glazed headers, the 1732 structure has a chamfered 
watertable, a door in the east and west ends and a third door, 
the main entrance, centered on the south side. The building was 
five bays in width on both side elevations. In 1791-93 the 
original structure was raised to two-storys. At this time, 
galleries were installed across the two ends and south side of 
the interior. Beginning in 1843 extensive repairs and alterations 
were made, including the bricking in of the east and south doors, 
removal of the east and south galleries and the rebuilding of the 
west gallery, the move of the altar to the east end, and the con
struction of a brick vestry wing off the east end. The roof was 
also rebuilt and new interior woodwork and altar furniture in
stalled. A brick memorial wall fronting the church yard was built 
in 1932 and a bell tower added to the east end of the vestry in 
1942. 

Still in use by the church is communion silver dated 1707. 
The large, tree shaded cemetery contains several 17th and early 
18th century stones, some of which were moved here from abandoned 
private cemeteries in the area. Among Old Durham's early parish
oners was General William Smallwood of Revolutionary War fame and 
George Washington is known to have attended services here in the 
company of his friend, General Smallwood. 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Old Durham, the best known of Charles County's five eighteenth 
century Protestant churches, occupies a secluded rural location 
in the southwest section of the county. 

A rectangular, two-story brick structure, Old Durham began as a 
one-story building with Flemish bond brickwork above a chamfered, 
English bond watertable. With scored mortar joints and a pro
fusion of glazed headers, the latter providing a highly (though 
at times incomplete) decorative effect, the masonry of this por
tion of the church is one of the best preserved examples of 
eighteenth century brick construction in the county. Although not 
many details of the original structure are known, it is evident 
that it had a door in its west end and a second door centered on 
the south side elevation, the latter subsequently bricked in and 
a window installed in its place. The windows and doors probably 
once had segmental arches, but these were removed and rebuilt when 
the church was enlarged. The roof design is unknown. It is 
possible that it was hipped, a popular roof plan at the time Old 
Durham was built. 

In 1791-93 the roof of the earlier building was removed and the 
walls raised to a full two-story height. It was at this time 
that interior galleries were added to the south, east and west 
sides. It is interesting to note that the second floor brick
work, while Flemish bond on the south side (the original front) , 
is of contrasting English bond on the three remaining sides. The 
gables, however, are of common bond and may have been rebuilt 
during later renovations. It appears to have been at this time 
that the arches of the earlier windows and doors were removed and 
replaced by the existing splayed flat arches. 

In the mid-nineteenth century, c. 1843, the later eighteenth 
century roof was replaced by the present roof with eave overhangs 
on all four sides and exposed rafter ends. The gables were also 
apparently rebuilt, being of common bond brick above the eave 
line. It is probable that the bricking in of the three second 
floor windows in the east end occurred at this time, as well as 
the addition of a vestry room at the east end. Of common bond 
brick with brick dentiled cornices, the addition has one window 
in each side elevation and a single door in its east end, the 
latter now opening into a brick belltower added in 1942. Other 
alterations included the installation of the existing front door 
and, on the interior, new pews and altar furniture. The altar 
was moved from the north wall to the east end and the east and 
south galleries removed. The west gallery was substantially 
rebuilt and has supporting columns, stairs and balustrades of 
Victorian styling. 

(continued on attached sheet) 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

A plain but attractive brick structure, Old Durham is the second 
oldest example of colonial ecclesiastical architecture in Charles 
County and the oldest and best known of the five surviving 18th 
century Episcopal churches. 

Located in the once remote western section of the county, Durham 
Parish dates from the 1692 Act of the General Assembly, establishing 
four Protestant parishes in the county. The original log chapel was 
replaced in 1732 by a one-story, Flemish bond brick structure that 
makes up the first floor level of the existing building. Displaying 
attractively executed brickwork enhanced by glazed headers, the 1732 
structure has a chamfered watertable, a door in the east and west 
ends and a third door, the main entrance, centered on the south side. 
The building was five bays in width on both side elevations. In 
1791-93 the original structure was raised to two-storys. At this 
time, galleries were installed across the two ends and south side of 
the interior. Beginning in 1843 extensive repairs and alterations 
were made, including the bricking in of the east and south doors, 
removal of the east and south galleries and the rebuilding of the 
west gallery, the move of the altar to the east end, and the con
struction of a brick vestry wing off the east end. The roof was 
also rebuilt and new interior woodwork and altar furniture in
stalled. A brick memorial wall fronting the church yard was built 
in 1932 and a bell tower added to the east end of the vestry in 
1942. 

Still in use by the church is communion silver dated 1707. The 
large, tree-shaded cemetery contains several 17th and early 18th 
century stones, some of which were moved here from abandoned private 
cemeteries in the area. Among Old Durham's early parishoners was 
General William Smallwood of Revolutionary War fame and George 
Washington is known to have attended services here in the company 
of his friend, General Smallwood. 
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
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1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
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Continuation of #7 (Description)--OLD DURHAM CHURCH 
Page 2 

Old Durham has what is considered to be the most visually ap
pealing situation of the five eighteenth century Protestant 
churches in the county. The tree-shaded cemetery surrounding 
the church contains many early graves, several of which date 
from the late 17th century. A few of the earliest graves, as 
well as those of several Revolutionary-era patriots, have been 
moved here from abandoned family cemeteries located elsewhere 
in the county. To the left of the walk leading to the west 
entrance is an early sundial that for more than a century was 
used to establish the time of services. 

In 1932 the Colonial Dame of Maryland erected a commerative 
wall fronting the church yard of eighteenth century brick sal
vaged from a Port Tobacco building. In more recent years a 
new parish hall and rectory were built nearby. 
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NW View J.R.Rivoire, 1917lr 
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OLD DURHAM CHURCH, Masonry _ 
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