Shorter’s Store 1920; 1946
CH-662

Rock Point

Private

Shorter's Store is a simple one story frame commercial structure overlooking the
Wicomico River. Constructed in two parts, the earliest section was constructed circa 1920 and
consists of a side gable single room building with a rear ell and a two bay, full width, shed porch.
Around 1946 an addition was attached to the southernmost side, doubling the size of the
structure.

Shorter's Store is representative of the simple commercial structures that supplied general
merchandise to Charles County's citizens well into the twentieth century. Located near a once
thriving steamboat landing in the maritime village of Rock Point, the store was established at the
end of the steamboat era and the beginning of the automobile age. Initially developing in
response to the growing commercial seafood industry along the Potomac and Wicomico River,

Rock Point gained popularity as a tourist destination after the construction of the Southern

Maryland Truckline during the first decades of the 20th century.
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CH-662

1. Name of Property (indicate preferred name)
historic Shorter's Store
other Norris' Store

2. Location

street and number 16181 Cedar Lane ot for publication
city, town Rock Point vicinity
county Charles

3. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of all owners)

name Jonathan Halin
street and number P.O. Box 103 telephone 301-818-7376
city, town Newburg state MD zipcode  20664-0103

4. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Charles County Courthouse

tax map and parcel: 89 p. 103

city, town LaPlata

liber 2771 folio 475

5. Primary Location of Additional Data

— Contributing Resource in National Register District

Contributing Resource in Local Historic District

Determined Eligible for the National Register/Maryland Register
Determined Ineligible for the National Register/Maryland Register
Recorded by HABS/HAER

Historic Structure Report or Research Report

Other

6. Classification

Category Ownership Current Function
district ublic ___ agriculture ___landscape
X building(s) z g fivate ___commerceftrade  recreation/culture
_ structure  both L defenset o relxglon
site ___ domestic ___ social
T . education transportation
__ object — — .
__ funerary ___work in progress
___government ___unknown
___health care X vacant/not in use
- ___industry ___ other:

Resource Count
Contributing Noncontributing

1 buildings
sites
structures
objects

1 Total

Number of Contributing Resources
previously listed in the Inventory

0




7. Description Inventory No.  CH-662

Condition
__ excellent ___  deteriorated
. good ___ ruins
X fair ___  altered

Prepare both a one paragraph summary and a comprehensive description of the resource and its various elements as it
exists today.

Shorter's Store is a simple one story frame commercial structure facing southeast and overlooking the Wicomico River in the
community of Rock Point. Constructed in two parts, the earliest section was constructed circa 1920 and consists of a side gable
single room building with a rear ell and a two bay, full width, porch. Around 1946 an addition was attached to the southemmost
side, doubling the size of the structure. The entire building is sheathed in asbestos siding and a metal seam roof. A single square
chimney flue projects from the interior of the roof near the line of the later addition.

The earliest section of the building includes a centered doorway flanked by two symmetrical 6/6 windows. A full width shed porch
with exposed rafters extends the length of the fagade and an enclosed shed addition lengthens the rear usable space. The porch is
supported with simple square unadorned posts. The side elevation includes a centered window directly under the apex and a small
offset square window in the shed addition.

The later addition includes similar fenestration with a single window on either side of a center or near entered door. The door 1s
obscured by a later shed enclosed porch entry with exposed rafters. These windows are 2/2 with narrow horizontal sash. The
interior was not available at the time of the survey.



8. Signiﬁcance Inventory No.  CH-662
Period Areas of Significance Check and justify below
—_1600-1699 ___ agriculture €economics __ health/medicine ___ performing arts
—1700-1799 __ archeology education __ industry __ philospohy
_1800-1899 ___ architecture engineering ___ invention ___ politics/government
X 1900-1999 ___ art entertainment/ ___ landscape architecture __ religion
___ 2000- X commerce recreation __law __ science
___communications __ ethnic heritage __ literature __ social history
community planning ___  exploration/ _X_ maritime industry —. transportation
___conservation settlement ___ military __ other:
Specific dates 1920-1950 Architect/Builder unknown
Construction dates 1920; 1946
Evaluation for:
National Register Maryland Register X not evaluated

Prepare a one-paragraph summary statement of significance addressing applicable criteria, followed by a narrative discussion of
the history of the resource and its context. (For compliance reports, complete evaluation on a DOE Form - see manual.)

Shorter's Store is representative of the simple commercial structures that supplied general merchandise to Charles County's citizens
well into the twentieth century. Located on the banks of the Wicomico near a once thriving steamboat landing in the maritime
village of Rock Point, the store was established at the end of the steamboat era and the beginning of the automobile age. Initially
developing in response to the growing commercial seafood industry along the Potomac and Wicomico River, Rock Point gained
popularity as a tourist destination after the construction of the Southern Maryland Truckline during the first decades of the 20th
century.

In 192, Ida M. Shorter acquired 4 acres in Rock Point between Neales Creek and the Wicomico River from the estate of her
husband, John Thomas Norris. She conducted a general mercantile business there until her death between 1946 and 1950. After this
time the property was acquired by her son from a previous marriage, John Thomas Norris, who likely constructed the south addition
to the storehouse. The property was owned by the Norris family until 1999.



9. Major Bibliographical References Inventory No.  CH-662

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of surveyed property 2

Acreage of historical setting 4
Quadrangle name Rock Point Quadrangle scale 1:24.000

Verbal boundary description and justification

Shorter's Store is associated with Charles County Property Tax Map 89, Grid 16, Parcel #2. |03.

11. Form Prepared By

nameftitle Cathy Currey/Historic Sites Survey

organization Charles County Planning Dept date 4/16/01
street and number 200 Baltimore Street telephone  301-396-5815
city or town LaPlata state MD zip code 20646

The Maryland Inventory of Historic Properties was officially created by an Act of the Maryland
Legislature to be found in the Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974
supplement.

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and record purposes only
and do not constitute any infringement of individual property rights.

retum to: Maryland Historical Trust
DHCD/DHCP
100 Community Place
Crownsville MD 21032
410-514-7600



MARYLAND INVENTORY OF HISTORIC PROPERTIES

CONTINUATION SHEET

Section _8 Page 1

Inventory No. CH-662

Shorter’s Store
name of property
Charles County, MD
county and state

Chain of title:

January 6, 1920

August 31, 1946

August 31, 1950

November 16, 1979

November 4, 1996

March 31, 1999

Walter J. Mitchell to Ida M. Shorter, nee Norris, 4 acres from
estate of John Thomas Norris.
35:698

Ida M. and John W. Shorter to John T. and Florence C. Norris.
Mentions “Shorter’s Store Building” as boundary. This for
residential purposes only. 6580 sq. feet.

84:24

Ida M. Shorter heirs to John T. Norris. All of that lot on the banks
of the Wicomico River on which is located a storehouse in which
the said Ida M. Shorter conducted a general mercantile business
until the time of her death...

91:271

Will of John T. Norris to Florence C. Norris.
Estate No. 5611/Land Records 787:283

Florence C. Norris to Florence C. Norris trust
2326:569

Florence C. Norris heirs to Jonathan Kalin.
2771:475/2771:489



MARYLAND INVENTORY OF HISTORIC PROPERTIES
CONTINUATION SHEET Inventory No. CH-662

Section _9  Page 1l Shorter’s Store
name of property
Charles County, Maryland
county and state

Major Bibliographic References:

Brown, Jack D., et al. Charles County. Maryland, A History. Charles County Bicentennial
Committee, 1976.

Charles County Circuit Court Land Records, Charles County Courthouse, LaPlata, Maryland.

Klapthor, Margaret Brown. The History of Charles County, Maryland. LaPlata, MD: Charles
County Tercentenary, Inc., 1958.
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