
CH-8 
Old Friendship 
La Plata 
Private (open by appointment) 

late 17th century 

Moved to the campus of the Charles County Community College from its 

original location on Nanjemoy Creek, this small frame house has been 

reconstructed as the headquarters and museum of the Historical Society of 

Charles County. 

The house contains two rooms and was built in two stages. The oldest 

section, believed to date from about 1680, displays a paneled chimney breast 

with bolection molding around the fireplace opening; a mantel shelf, corner 

cupboard, and corner stair are later 18th century additions. In the early 18th 

century the house was enlarged by the addition of a new room at one end. 

Before its move the house had a riven clapboard roof under later shingles, tilted 

false plates, a full-width front porch, and a stone walled cellar room under the 

later part of the house. The present chimneys were reconstructed to resemble 

the originals as closely as possible. 

Friendship was owned by the Dent family for many generations and was 

formerly part of their extensive landholdings in the Nanjemoy area. 
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445 1. STATE fYiary land 
couNTY Char I es 
TOWN Friendship Landing 
STREET NO. 

ORIGINAL OWNER 

ORIGINAL usE Owe I Ii ng 
PRESENT owNER National Education 

2. NAME Fri endsh i p 

DATE OR PERIOD 

STYLE 

ARCHITECT 

18th century 
Colonial 

A • t• BUILDER 
p RE s ENT u SE Vacant ssoc I a I or.~1---------------------t 
WALL CONSTRUCTION Frame 3. FOR LIBRARY OF CONGRESS USE 

No. oF sToR1Es One 
4. NOTABLE FEATURES, HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE ANC' DESCRIPTION OPEN TO PUBLIC NO 

Friendship is a one-story frame structure in nearly 
ruinous condition. It sits on a stone and brick foundation. 
There is a basement under half of the structure which has 
vertical bar grills over the windows. The house is four 
bays long and one room deep. The two center bays are made 
up of six panelled doors and the two outer bays are six 
over nine windows. The frame is brick nogging, covered 
with beaded clapboard. There is a lean.to porch. On the 
northeast gable is a freestanding chimne~· which at one time 
had a pent beside it. The chimney at the other gable has 
disappeared and is replaced with a small chimney within the 
building. The rear of the building has only two windows. 

Beside the fireplaces ~re tall, narrow windows on the 
east side. The two rooms have a three-piece chair rail 
and ogee molding around the windows and doors. In the 
southwest room there is panelling above what used to be 
the fireplace with mantel and corner cabinet. There is 
also a narrow stair in the corner opposite the cabinet. 
The loft is divided into two rooms and hall with vertical 
tongue-and-groove boards with beaded battens. The doors 
had two panels. 

5. PHYSICAL CONDITION OF ~TRUCTURE Endangered 

('?or--/- To ba cc_co QvJ.) 
~ tc •• " IO I ; l a • li;k.) 

1\87 6. LOCATION MAP (Plan Optional) 

3. PUBLISHED SOURCES (Author, Title, Pages) 

INTERVIEWS, RE CORDS, PHOTOS, <:TC. 

Forman, H. Chandlee 
Old Bui I dings Gardens and Furni­
ture in Tidewater Maryland, 1967 
pp. 215 - 219 and fig. 208 

lnteri or Exterior 

7. PHOTOGRAPH 

9. NAME, ADDRESS AND TITLE OF RECORDER 

Paul Alan Brinkman 
Maryland Historical Trust 

DATEOFRECORD August 28, 1967 
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HABS-l!ODC BU1F 
Form 2C 
YI I. 28.19,59 HISTORIC AM:EB.I CAI! Btll LDIUGS SURVEY 

Architect's Work Sheet for "Photo-dAta. Books- (Part II) 

()/ti" fr,·t n d 1h1/ Heu u_ Nan;PmPfi f:At1rleJ tJo. 
nat10 of etructure state, county, township, locality, etc. 

number of ator1ea 'J'Pe vall construction layout 

GJNJSAL ftA'llMJBT t J I I 
Architectur~l interest and merit n-1 I I )I A k 4 P t. 

Condi ti on of fabric ~ A J / 7 J e /-L f' J° IJ r R f,' II J 
I 

DEl'AILED D:ESCRIPTIOF 2 'f ~ J6 .!.EKTmIOR 
Over:i.11 demensions ~ , 

k II J a II J. L 1 ·e., /,, 
Foundations .s to /1 e a """ h .,., ·e, V4 .f J I (I ~ 

p 1j/, f b I . 

Wall construption Clop 6 1J _(/ ro/ C ~ Y t 1" / n 9 b r-1 e k 

Porches, etaoi:>s, bulkheads, etc. J l 'X J::l>'I 8 1. 

Chimneys :!J 'J II~ 8 8 // i 1\ fl t m I• J h b 0 n cl 
Q ,, t.. c. h ,· m 11 er h ~ s p e. en ,... c. n1 0 v c d. 

Openings - doo!V-l.ys /and doo~s J .S- 11 
)( 7 1' 

windows and shutters 18 )< S-S-" .3 x r t'l l'i o/ < 's- I 1jh Is) 
_.. W '. t1 rJ CJ w p Q n • ' o ";< I 0 '' 

Roof - aha.ne, covering w (J(J ,/en shirr' l~s I ,· n_ >' e 7 ~~ti c OH c/, '/,ori 
. cornk.e~ ~v~s , · f , ·, r IJr / 11 ,. n J I #I "ff e, I Ip() Y'" p re.q h., 

dormers, CUDOl&a. - I'( 0 cl() rn1 ~.,-3 o/ () wn 



IFTffiIOR 

. __ 4/orf6Yl.oor nle.ns (by floor) . 

E-+.r ff< IJ() HA I 9 ';( IS'-l R )~ .f J, 
we"' I- R tJ ()fH I& ... ,~ 1.r-t J () 

S 0 u f n Stairw-iys 

sfeet
1 

114r-r,dr'J ttov~tl 
Flooring W /" t /? I/? (. h () d y- d J 

11all and ceiling finish r I A S' t e r 

Doorways and doors 

Ha.rd~rare 

Lighting "' I 

'" 
. I 

I II(}/~ py 19 d,, c.: 

C!--1-6 • .... 

2 ~ ,r .JJI-, ~r: 
1 l:ns' ~ 6 'Ljli. 
P°JI ~I J...

1

) 

Heating (fire~laces, stoves, 
central, etc. ) 

I rl b I f , . Y- t 1~ A ~ e J u /( 7 J 

Orientation (by comi;mss reading 
and general setting) 

l!hclosures (fences, etc.) 

Ea g ~ ,,;,, w"' .,...c/ 

'1'An/tJMtl( Cre.t/< 

tandsca"!)ing, ~.rdens, etc. , IJ tr~ ~s, s p Q e.. ,·o"" J )q wn. 

Prepared by /?a/& '/<~ 
Date FJ. J), I 9 b 7' 

I 
COHTINUATIONS: An.y of the above entries may be continued on e.ddi tional 

sheets. 
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HISTORICAL EVENTS COllNETED WITH STRUCTURE 
~ 

'rf ,-J 11• a ,., De "/- ~ A rt the. com mu ,., , /J 11 11'1-rtr J-tJ 
D,,..rhAm Ohurch 17011 wh1'~/,1'r sf/JI~;~"", u:e. 

. .~ .. - ... . ... - .... ., .: :;.:ftf.? . - . 

S), 'f' com ,· f1 :J /r-uH /:fl J! tJ no/ 1'1/() u I ti I ~uu/ 1.1 f 
'T.,..,.t.11 tf,,( 'i 411 If/, n i' .be.I OW n e ho l(U .. 

Importa.!'l.t old news 
(with location) 

Soa.rces of inforation 
(with location) 

Prepared by 

'IiSTBUCTiONS ~R oocuMBtiT!ON 
Published references: Give author'• full .name, 8%8.ct title from title 
page (underlined), publisher. ~lace of publication, date, page references. 
Manuscri-pt references: Give location of manusctint e.nd note if long-
hand or tyned. Cite Rfrom,• •to,• da.te, etc. 
Interviews: If information came from a 'Dersonal inter·rie'lr•, give complete 
name and address of in.formant. 

CO!lTDTUATIONS: Any of the "bo··e entries m~y be continued on additional 
ahePts. Eicact tra.nscri1)ts in cuotee from "Pertinent docU!!!ent1 are 
eST>ecie.lly welcomed as aT>T)endices or otherwise. 
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Addrcss--:-:--:-N_a_11~· ~.....,.~e_;,_a_r....;./_t_s...;t;..;;;o_ . ...:.H.~4~,..,l-:-./..;,.:4...:..:,,~/~ 
State, county, tovn ip, localitT• atrc~t &ddr~aa o location 

Prl'."srnt Own--r (gi vc adctrc-ss) NA. t 1 'o /1 'I f d IA c.~ f, (J H A s s (} l /a I,·" n 
Pr"s-nt Occtl1>ant Wt1Jh · P · C · 

Pr"'snnt Use 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~--~~~~~ 

llri ef St" t r~rn t of Signl. ficanc c Chis torico.l): 0 r /'f i'"" • / fl f c. n f.. ~ "CU J /Ii l ~ 
I (, '< o.. e,'"" ,·,.. e • b y Th" n1 A 3 D e n t -t 'W' ,'/ f1 ·~ ""' H ~ff-# If 
rntl,,1tfure.. S--J..O-J68'S- carf,·er/-9.,..~vt- s J-on~ It T.< 
~YSICAI RIST'"'~v )All st~tcM~nta shi:i.11 br? docur.i"nt.~a.) 

Origins.1 !l.ncl. subsrr.u"nt o,m,.,rs 8 -e ,_.. n t tf H () s k, · n s 
JI . HA lfd I( 

Dat~ of Errction 

Architl"'.ct 

Build~r, sunnlicrs, etc. 

Th1m#.J /Jt!11r+ W,. ,,.,.. 
a .. .J he.,· r J 

s"""IAt.I Me P/Jtr-f.f/H 

Jtn~p he IA Ji~ tr,(). rat -
Ptv IA I fJ- ,,. Q~ . e h ~ rl e J If . s /1 A #1 e., I 
N ~ f/p n 4. f E,/ ~· eA f /o 11 As; oc..,. 

Origin~l plans, construction, etc. I f ~ 8 

!1o tr s on alt "'rations and nM it ions 
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Front during disassembly 
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