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Structure umber 08018XO on MD 224 (Riverside Road) over Branch of the Potomac River is a one-span concrete small slab 
structure measuring seven foot , three inches in length. Constructed in 1931 , the structure design follows the State Roads 
Commission 1930 Standard Plans for reinforced concrete slab bridges. The small structure features concrete abutments and wing 
walls and an open-string balustrade. The wingwalls are small and flared at an approximate 45 degree angle from the center of the 
bridge. Sadleback coping caps both of the balustrades. Grooved concrete panels detail the interior and exterior of each end po, t. 
At some time, a metal guard rail was affixed to both balustrades, and the roadway has been resurfaced . 

Estab lished in 1908, the State Roads Commission created a seven year program to improve the road system across the stat1.:. 
During this initiative, the State Roads Commission developed series of standard pans to facilitate the constructi on o f multiple 
structures starting in 1912. The use of standard plans allowed for the quick design and construction of structures. The reinforced 
concrete slab bridge design was also a technological advancement from the timber bridges and was considered a permanent 
structure. 

Following World War I, volumes of truck traffic serving the new factories and military installations across the state increased 
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ramatically. In response, the State Roads Commis ion constructed many more roadways and bridges in the 1920-1929 period . 
Many or thl! bridges (and small structures) con tructed before this period were considered inadequate for the new volumes of' 
traf'fic and larger vehicles. Established in 1920, the Bridge Division oversaw the construction, repairs and replacements of' bridges 
throughout the state. tructure Number 08018XO was constructed for MD 224. This road runs almost parallel to the Potomac 
River and served to provide access from Charles County farms to Washington, D.C. and other parts of Maryland . The area around 
the bridge is rural and is comprised of mall farm and residential properties. MD 224 is a two Jane narrow road that follows the 
rolling hills that comprise the topography. 

The Jab, railing, wing walls and abutments of the structure are all original to the I 931 construction date, and arc considered 
character defining elements (COE). These features are also largely unaltered. According to the Small Structures on Maryland's 
Roadwayc Historic Context Report (Parsons Brinkerhoff Quade & Douglas, Inc. , 1997), a concrete slab small tructurc could be 
considered eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) under Criterion C if the structure retains integrity 
of all CD Es. llowever, due to the utilization of standardized plans during this period, the structure is a ubiquitou. type with many 
simi lar structure found throughout the state. The structure does not feature any unique design elements that de,·iatc from the 
standardized plans. Therefore. the structure is not considered eligible for the NRHP under Criterion C. The structure is not 
associated with a hi storic roadway, historical events, or persons of significance, and is therefore not eligible under Criteria /\ or 13 . 
The structure was not eva luated under Criterion D. Therefore, Structure Number 080 I 8XO is not considered elig1blc for the RI IP . 
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