BAYLY HOUSE - 207 HIGH STREET

The Bayly house is probably the oldest dwelling in
Cambridge, It was moved from Annapolis in the 1750's
or early 1760's by John Caile, and reassembled on the
present site with the front originally facing the
river. The oldest portion of the house is the larger
frame section. The brick addition on the north was
built by Dr. Alexander A, Bayly sometime in the early
19th century. Dr. Bayly also added the porches to what

is now the front. In the rear of this house are
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boxwood gardens and several early outbuildings, including

a smokehouse,
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT # 4D ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The oldest portion of this house is the larger
frame section, which dates to the 1750's or 1760's
and possibly earlier. The brick addition on the
north was added sometime in the early 19th century.
The entrance was originally on the north facade, a
although it now faces the street, The house consists
of two and one half stories with a gabled roof and
three gabled dormers on the front., Each dormer has
a sash window with six over six lights. A two story
porch extends across the frame portion of the front.
The porch is supported by five doric columns on each
story, and has a ballustrade at each level. There
are five bays on the front and the windows are all

six over four sash, The eight paneled front door wv

has louvred shutters, and above the door is a m

rectangular transom with four lights, i

Standing in front of the house is an iron -

hitching post with a horsehead, and the front yard z

is enclosed by a white picket fence. Behind the v
house are boxwood gardens, and a line of early out- ..|.

buildings, including a smokehouse, 2
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

History:

This lot formed the northeast corner of the
original Christ Church property which was confirmed
to the church by the Act of 1706, In July 1750, the
church authorities leased to John Caile (early
merchant and Clerk of Court) 10 perches of this
property. Sometime after this, either in the 1750's
or early 1760's, John Caile took to pieces a frame
dwelling that he owned in Annapolis, shipped it to
Cambridge and put it together again on this lot.

The original front was facing toward the river, but
the entrance was changed when the brick addition was
built by Dr. Alexander A. Bayly. Dr. Bayly also
added the porches to the front. The property has
been in the Bayly family for six generations,

Significance:

Although moved from Annapolis, this is probably
the oldest house in Cambridge that is still standing,
Well maintained, it contributes to the historic
character of High Street which possesses many of the
oldest and most architecturally significant dwellings
in Cambridge.
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207 High St.
Cambridge
Cambridge Quad.
Dorchester Co.
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