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MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST WORKSHEET 

NOMINATION FORM 
for the 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES, NATIONAL PARKS SERVICE 

. . . 
. ,. -. . . . . .·. -. ·.· -

COMMON: 

Eldon 
ANO/OR HISTORIC: 

_D_O Rl ~qi.,....,,......,.....,.,..,.....,...~ . .....,...,.......,.,...,,.,,......,,.,...,,......,.......,......,..,......,...,,,,..,.....,.......,...,...........,.......,.........,.......,~.......,.......,.......,.....,..rl 
l12:.l.. •• ~· t,:~O::.;:. ¢::,::A::;:T:.,:.ION::;. ····•:::•·······.w...· · ....,·. ~· ····-....··•·••··..,··•·· •..,.· ··;;;;.·;.;,:.. ·-....: · ...... ·..,.. ................ ....,··· ..._· ...... · ..... · ..,· .... · :.•............. ....;.....;·· .............. ~· ••··· .... ··.··•·..:..i· •w.·· .... ·.··•• ... •. · ..... •·• ... ·· •· ................ ·.... .... .,.," • .. ....,•.•: ....... · .... • ..... ·. :"'""'· ....... ·..... ...· ... ·......_ ... """"· .•..• ._...."""·......... . ............. · . ..,.·· .•.·...,.· •. 

STREET AN!:' NUMBER: 

Rt. ~0- ~ miles east of Cambridge 
CITY OR TOWN: 

Cambrid,Q"e 
STATE 

CATEGORY 
(Check One) 

0 District 0 Bui I ding 0 Public 

a Site D Structure ~ Pri vote 

0 Object 0 Both 

PRESENT USE (Check One or More•• Approprl•te) 

COUNTY• 

OWNERSHIP STATUS 

Public Acquisition: 1:81 Occupied 

D In Process 0 Unoccupied 

0 Being Conaidered 0 Preaervotion work 
• 1n progreaa 

ACCESSIBLE 
TO THE PUBLIC 

Yea: 

IS Reatricted 

D Unreatricted 

0 No 

·.· . - - - ··. . ·- ... 
~- ·.•.·.· .... · ...... ·.·.:-··· ·.·.·.·. 

: . .· ... - .. - ,· ... -·--.- . . ... •.· ·.• .. •.·.•.·.·.·.· ··:·. _-._ . ::;.::·:·::··.- •·. :::·· .:·_ .:::· ::: :.: ··>·:::: •· .. ·-.-.-•. ::: .-:·. ·.;._.::· __ · __ · . :::··-:· -:;.·. :' .. -:- .;.:. ..• :-:;.' 

....,WNER'S NA.ME• 

B.P.n. Elks 
STREET ANO NUMBER: 

: + ? 
CITY OR TOWN: 

j ••(()¢~, ~~ ro· '."'"F~~i~~;"'.,. .. )ESCR·1·p· .. r· ·o· . . . . : ~ >.0.1> .... ·. · .... ~ ""~~>·.·•·.·.···.···· ... • ... · .. ····.••~ ... H•······· <··.::·· 
COURTHOUSE. REGISTFIV OF DEEDS. ETC: 

rchPst r r. untv ~ourthouse 
S":"REE T AN 0 NUMBEFI: 

g; ~ 1 ~ -e-~ o+ 
Cl TV OR TOWN: 

TITLE OF SURVEY: 

DATE OF SURVEY: 

DEPOSITOFIY FOFI SUFIVEY FIECORDS: 

STA T ANO NUMBER: 

CITY OR TOWN: 

0 Federal 

STATE: 

STATE 

0 State 0 County 0 Locol 

STATE: 

-- --- - ·-----------·---- ------· - --
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0 Good 
I-------

0 Fair 0 Excellent 
CONDITION 

(Check One) 

igJ Altered 0 Uncltered 

(Check One) 

IE Deteriorated 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT# ~D ORIGINAL (II known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

0 Ruins 0 ·Unexposed 

(Check One) 

0 Moved .. 18' Original Site 

''One of the most beautiful yet least known box gardens in 
the Free State lies on the bank of Hurst Creek, a branch of 
the Choptank River, in Dorchester County. This is at the old 
plantation El Don, or Eldon, which belonged originally to 
Colonel Thomas Ennalls. The dwelling house in 1846 was des
troyed by fire, and the notoriously handsome ballroom went up 
in smoke. The present house, on the same site, is now over 
one hundred'years old. 

While about two thirds of the great boxwood garden has 
been removed by the hand of man or by the waters of the river, 
which have eroded the shore, we have been able to secure 
enough data to make the enclosed measured garden plan (p.27) 
after several trips to Cambridge. From the dwelling a walk, 
about 250 feet long, used to lead down to the box garden, laid 
out in twenty-seven rectangles and one circle, or oval. On 
the house side of the garden is a line of old cedar trees, 
which ''lean against the wind'' because of the prevailing bre.,.., 
ezes from the Choptank. The oval or circle lay at the end of 
the walk and contained a spiral maze, or labyrinth, made of 
box. Certainly this maze forwed a tempting excursion for chil
dren and lovers; and there was no danger of getting lost in it. 

The twenty-seven box squares--there are only portions of 
squares remaining--averaged forty-two feet on a side, and there 
were eight feet allowed for walks between the squares. The 
entire garden was enclosed with a border comprising two rows 
of boxwood set close together, and this border is drawn on 
the plan. As at Perry Hall, Talbot County, the flowers inside 
the squares were the important element in the design; the box
wood formed a small, low trim to them. But today the flowers 
have gone and the boxwood has grown gigantically'' (p. 44). 
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PERIOO (Checlr One or /llore ae Appropriate) 

0 Pre-Columbion 0 16th Century 

0 15th Century 0 17th Century 

SPEC! Fl c OATE{S) (If Appllcaflle and Knowrl) 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Checlr One or More ae Appioprlate) 

Aboriginal 0 Education 

0 Prehistoric 0 Engineering 

0 Historic 0 Industry 

0 Agriculture 0 Invention 

0 Architecture IX Landscape 

D Att Archi lecture 

0 Com••rce 0 Literature 

0 Comm uni cations 0 Military 

D Conservation 0 Music 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

0 
0 

D 
0 
D 

0 
0 

0 18th Century 

~ 19th Century 

Political 

Religion/Phi. 

losophy 

Science 

Sculpture 

Socia I/Human-

itorian 

Theater 

Transportation 

0 
0 

- .-. 
- - . - - - - - . ' ' . - - - . -·.· ' ' . ' - - - - - . - . . . . . ' .·. - .. .-. . .-. -.·.· :-·. -.-:-·-:.·- ' .. _·::· :-:·: ·-.-:·. ;-·-.. -.. ·-···. 

0 20th Century 

Urban Planning 

Other (Specify) 

· The box garden is one of the most extensive existing 
gardens on the Easte1·n Shore and the only one of such 
scale and quality remaining in Dorchester County. Every 
effort should be made to preserve the remaining fragments 
of the garden, especially with the proximity of the Bi
centennial year. 

. , ___ ' ---· 
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For·man, Henry Chandlee, Tidewater Maryland Architecture 
and Gardens, Architectural Book Publishing Company, Inc., 
New York, 1956, p. 26. 

?1o; <;etihRAPRICAL DAT>.·· . -. - . ·. .· - .- ' ' - ' - - - ' - - . ' - -

. . . . . . . . . . . . . ... . - - - - .. - . - -.· 
_.;.-.. --. - -

LATITUDE ANO LONGITUDE COORDINATES 

DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY 

, . - - - - - . ' . - - -,-

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES 

0 DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY 

R OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES 1-~---.--~~~~~-~~~y--~~~~~~~~ ~~~~~~~~~~-,.~-=..:....;..;.;;:.:.:;=...~.~~·~--+ 
GORN ER LATITUDE LONGITUDE LATITUDE LONGITUDE 

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seco.nds 
NW 0 • • 0 • 

NE 0 • • 0 • 

SE 0 • • 0 • 
9 • • 0 • 

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: 

,Acreage Justification: 
' ' 
I 

I 

• 

NAME ANO TITLE: 

• 

• 0 • 

• 
• 

• 

• . . 

Michae 1 Bour·ne Architectural Consultant 
ORGANIZATION 

' 
STREET ANO NUMBER: 

• 0 • 

CATE 

Nov. 

Shaw Housei_f2~1~s~t~a~t~e~c~1~·r~~c~le_-.--------------.--~ 
CITY OR TOWN: STATE 

II , , , ,., >.L' 1.&..d..i'.i;2_ !':::: ___________ __.____.._ ll:il 1gn.1,d._n ____ _;2~114{±Q011 _..l_ __ 
11. 
··''State Liaison Officer Review: (Off ice Use Onlv) 

Significance 
National 0 

Signature 

of this property 
State O Local 0 
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