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Goldsborough House, (Goldsborough-Phelps House) 

 

Architectural Survey File 

This is the architectural survey file for this MIHP record. The survey file is organized reverse-

chronological (that is, with the latest material on top). It contains all MIHP inventory forms, National 

Register nomination forms, determinations of eligibility (DOE) forms, and accompanying documentation 

such as photographs and maps. 

Users should be aware that additional undigitized material about this property may be found in on-site 

architectural reports, copies of HABS/HAER or other documentation, drawings, and the “vertical files” at 

the MHT Library in Crownsville. The vertical files may include newspaper clippings, field notes, draft 

versions of forms and architectural reports, photographs, maps, and drawings. Researchers who need a 

thorough understanding of this property should plan to visit the MHT Library as part of their research 

project; look at the MHT web site (mht.maryland.gov) for details about how to make an appointment. 

All material is property of the Maryland Historical Trust. 
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200 HIGrI STREET 

The lock cover on the front door of this house is 

inscribed ''Goldsborough 176 0-1800 '', al thov_gh the exact 

date it was built is not knowu. Two stories tall and 

constructed of brick laid in Flemish bond, this is one 

of t11e most elegant and well kept up homes in Cambridge. 

It is symmetrical in design with the exception of a wing 

added to the rear. The layout is a center hall and 

single parlor pattern, and almost all of the original 

interior woodwork remains intact. The front facade is 

fairly plain with the exception of a handsome Greek 

Revival style portico supported by four fluted Doric 

columns • 
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This form is for use in nominating or requesting determinations of eligibility for individual properties or districts. See instructions in Guidelines 
for Completing National Register Forms (National Register Bulletin 16). Complete each item by marking ''x'' in the appropriate box or by entering 
the requested information. If an item does not apply to the property being documented, enter "N/A" for "not applicable.•• For functions, styles, materials, 
and areas of significance, enter only the categories and subcategories listed in the instructions. For additional space use continuation sheets 
(Form 10-900a). Type all entries. 

1 . Name of Property 
historic name Goldsborough House 
other names/site number D-12 

2. Location 
street & number 200 High Street I I not for publication 

city, town Cambridge vicinity 

state Maryland code MD county Dorchester code 19 zip code 21613 

3. Classification 
Ownership of Property 

[K] private 

D public-local 
D public-State 
D public-Federal 

Category of Property 

[X] building(s) 

D district 

Osite 
Dstructure 

Oobject 

_Name of related multiple property listing: 
N/A 

4. State/Federal Agency Certification 

Number of Resources within Property 

Contributing 
1 
0 
0 
0 
1 

Noncontributing 
2 buildings 
0 sites 

0 structures 

0 objects 
2 Total 

Number of contributing resources previously 
listed in the National Register __ 0 __ _ 

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, I hereby certify that this 
~nomination D request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the 
National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. 

In my o inion, he erty [!]meets D does not meet the National Register criteria. D See continuation sheet. 
'-'-""I //-2 /- g-y 

Si of certifying official Date 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

In my opinion, the property D meets D does not meet the National Register criteria. D See continuation sheet. 

Signature of commenting or other official 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

5. National Park Service Certification 
I, hereby, certify that this property is: 

D entered in the National Register. 
D See continuation sheet. 

D determined eligible for the National 
Register. D See continuation sheet. 

_D determined not eligible for the 
National Register. 

D removed from the National Register. 
D other, (explain:) ________ _ 

Date 

Signature of the Keeper Date of Action 

------------------



6. Function or Use D-12 
Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions) 

Domestic/single dwelling 
Current Functions (enter categories from instructions) 

Domestic/single dwelling 
Social/Clubhouse 

7. Description 
Architectural Classification Materials (enter categories from instructions) 
(enter categories from instructions) 

foundation Brick 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~-

Federal w a 11 s Brick 

roof wood shingle 
other wood 

Describe present and historic physical appearance. 

-

DESCRIPl'IVE SUWMRY: 

The Goldsborough Ho11se is a circa 1790s two and a half story painted brick 
Federal style house with a fi~e bay synmetrical facade, nine-over six windows 
with stone flat arches, an Ionic columned entrance portico, and molded wood 
cornice at the top and a brick water table at the base. The entrance has a 
round fan light with swag tracery. A later period service wing, though 
possibly relatively soon after the main block, projects from the back. The 
interior has a central hall with flanking rooms, architrave moldings, plaster 
cornice moldings, and a mantel with punch and gouge work in the west r<Xl!ll. 
Victorian ceiling medallions and mantels were inserted into some rooms in the 
nineteenth century. Two twentieth century ancillary buildings also stand on 
the property. 

IKJ See continuation sheet for 
GENERAL DESCRIPTION 
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GENERAL DESCRIPl'ION: 

Goldsborough House 
Dorchester County, Maryland 

D-12 

The Goldsborough House is a late eighteenth century, brick, Federal style 
dwelling. It is located on a residential street that is composed mostly of 
nineteenth and early twentieth century dwellings. The Cambridge Creek is to 
the rear of the property but the view is obscured by the modern Dorchester 
County office building. The property, 200 by 100 feet, also contains a small 
boat house and a garage, both dating fran the twentieth century. 

In plan, the house is an ''L'' shaped, five bay, center hall, single pile 
dwelling with a rear wing. The main block of the ho11se is two stories high 
and sits on a raised foundation. A watertable is found on all four walls and 
defines the basement. The watertable ends abruptly at the point where the 
wing is connected to the main block. Originally it would have been continued 
across the rear. The wing is not raised and does not have a water table. The 
wing and main block walls are laid in f lemish bond. The brick walls are 
painte:i white. 

The wing is not original to the house but was added soon after the house was 
built. The brick and the mortar joints are an exact I!latch to the main block. 
The wing's walls are not as thick as the main block. An illustration on page 
60 of Jones' New Revised History of Dorchester County, Maryland shows a circa 
1800 view of the Cambridge Creek. A building that appears to be the 
Goldsborough House is shown without a rear wing. A source for the illustra
tion is not provided. The 1798 Federal Direct Tax does not exist for 
Dorchester County, hence documentation is not available to determine the 
arrangement or appearance of a possible original detached kitchen. There arc 
a number of detached (now attached) kitchens on High Street associated with 
both eighteenth and nineteenth century dwellings. 

The facade of the Goldsborough Ho11se is highly decorated. The windows are 
double hung sash with nine-over-six lights. Above the windows arc well 
defined keystones. The shutters arc original. While such items have often 
been redone in houses of this age, Goldsborough family tradition insists that 
the shutters are original. The shutters arc louvered and divided into three 
sections with solid wood crossbars. They are fastene:i to the window frames 
with metal pintel hinges. The shutters are painted green. This has been the 
color, in vario11s shades, during the living memory of Cambridge residents. 
The entrance is defined by a Greek Rcvi val portico supported by four Ionic 
columns at the front and by two Doric pilasters at the rear. The colurrm and 
pilaster shafts are fl11ted. The Portico's foundation is brick and raises the 
floor of the portico to the same level as the door threshold. The floor of 
the portico is wood boards. Eight wood steps lead to the floor. The steps 
are set within wing walls of brick with recessed panels. The portico has a 
wood Chinese Chippendale railing. Two wood benches flank the entrance door 
and are set within an alcove-like space created by the front columns. On top 

See Continuation Sheet No. 7.2 
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of the columns there is a wide unadorned freize. On top of that is a slightly 
projecting flat roof. The portico covers the top of the original door with 
its fan light transom. The door is a solid \roOd six panel door. The fan 
light is divided into six panels with wood muntins with swags in each panel. 
At the heart of the fan light is a half-circle light. The fluted pilasters 
rise above their door capitals with flat pilasters endi~ in another set of 
doric capitals. Above that is a flat unadorned freize. The portico roof 
rests upon this freize. The preparer of the fo11n believed that the portico 
dates from the fourth quarter of the nineteenth century. 

The house has interior gable end chimneys. The roof is coverErl. with wocxlen 
shingles. This material seems to have been the original covering material. 
The roof has a simple box cornice. There are no do1·111ers on the front, but 
there are three with six-over-six sash windows on the rear slope of the roof. 
The rear wing has no do1111ers. The rear wing has a tall interior, gable end 
chimney. The stack rises high enough to clear the ma.in roof. A two story 
porch supported by plain wocx:ien columns runs the length of the wing. 

The interior of the house is arranged around a central hall with the service 
\Ving projecting routh from the east end of the ma.in block. The rooms are 
plastered with no evidence of wall paneling. Door and window moldings are 
generally architrave. Plaster cornice moldings line the ceilings of the 
principal rooms. Baseboards are wide with mlded trim at the top. The 
principal doors have six panels. The principal staircase has square balusters 
that taper upward, a molded hand rail, and a turned newel post with square 
base and top blocks. The area beneath the staircase is enclosed by flat 
panels. The principal rooms essentially remain intact to the original 
appearance except for a few late nineteenth century celling merl.allions and 
some period mantels that were installed in the present dining room and a 
second floor room. 

Opening to the right from the hall is the parlor. There are no windows on the 
gable end wall. The mantel is wocx:i and is highly decorated with punch and 
gauge work. The mantel also has fluted side pilasters with a wide entablature 
divided into two flat sections by the extensions of the pilasters and by a 
decorative center panel. The present dining room to the left of the front 
entrance is laid out in a fashion similar to the parlor except that there is 
a window on the gable end wall. A door to the rear wing and the rear stair is 
located here as well. The original mantel in this room was replaced in the 
late nineteenth century with a block slate Victorian style mantel. The mantel 
is canposed of pieces of flat slate. The present owner has had the mantel 
painted and gilded to duplicate La.pis. 

See Continuation Sheet No. 7.3 
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The second floor of the main block contains three rooms; two bedrooms and a 
small stair hall sitting room that has been converte1 into a bathroom. The 
bedroom, over the parlor, has had a Victorian mantel and corner closets added 
to it in the late nineteenth century. The mantel has sawn applied pilasters 
and a wide entablature with a center circular medallion. This room retains 
its eighteenth century cyma recta cornice and baseboard. The second bedroom 
retains its original wood mantel. It is an undecorated copy of the parlor 
mantel. A mo:ierr1 closet has been added to this room that has the effect of 
extending the wall of the projecting chimney stack all the way to the rear 
wall. 

The third floor contains two rooms and a stair landing sitting area. Both 
roans have fireplaces and original mantel pieces. The mantels have plain wood 
surrounds with a narrow shelf and a narrow entablature. 

The ma.in block has a full basement. It is divided into four rooms. The basic 
division mirrors the floor above and is defined by the brick walls that rise 
up through to the second floor. The area under the parlor is further divided 
into two rooms by a brick wall. The entire basement is floored with loose 
laid brick. Small windows fitted with iron bars provide light and ventila
tion. 

The rear wing does not have a basement. There is a small crawl space with 
access from the basement through a hole in the northwest wall. The first 
floor of the wing contains a large kitchen and a pantry/work area. This last 
is now 11sa1 as a rear living roan. The kitchen was mo:iernized in the 1950s. 
The original mantel was removed and the size of the fireplace reduced by 
removing a foot or oo from the north side. The mantel, basically a narrow, 
undecorated wood surround, is now located inside a home at 314 West End 
A ven11e, Cambridge. 

Above the kitchen, on the second floor of the wing there is a bedroom and a 
bathroom. The mantel and trim are similar with those of the ~in block. The 
third floor of the wing has an unheated garret. The walls are finished 
plastered. 

A small, wooden, gable roofed, modern addition is attached to the gable end of 
the rear wing. It provides storage for the kitchen. It was part of the 1950s 
changes to the kitchen area. 

The outbuildings consist of a 1920s garage and a 1913 boat house. The boat 
ho11se was erected by the Cambridge Yacht Club during its ten year occup':ttion 
of the house. Both the garage and the boat ho11se are snall, one story, 
balloon frame buildings. Both sit on new cement foundations. The boat house 
has been shifted around somewhat from its original location. The Sanborn fire 
insurance maps of the period show it on the adjoining lot during the Yacht 

See Continuation Sheet No. 7.4 
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Club period. The Yacht Club also llsed the adjoining house for ''ladies 
activities.'' Both outbuildings are covere:i in wood weatherboard and have 
asphalt shingle roof coverings. The boat house has large double wood doors, a 
single wood door to the rear and two double hung sash windows. The garage has 
a north wall that is composed of sliding wood garage doors. The other sides 
have modern double hung windows. 

The grounds of the house are landscaped with boxwoods and a few large trees. 
The boxwood gardens are laid out to create a few private spaces. Vlh.ile fo11nal 
gardens have long been associated with this house, the present garden was laid 
out by the Cambridge Yacht Club. They had a dance pavilion erected and use:i 
the property in con.junction with the adjoining house for outdoor events. 

The brick wall and fence on the front of the house is of unknown origin. It 
appears to be a late nineteenth or early twentieth century feature but the 
peroon or peroons responsible for its placement have been lost to time. The 
front fence is composed of sections of extruded wire set between brick posts. 
The wire is bent to resemble an overlapping series of gothic arches. The gate 
is done in two sections with a decorative wire design. 

To the rear of the house is the Dorchester County Office Building. It is 
built on land that was once part of this property. The rear portion of the 
property was split from the main portion during the land sales of the 1920s. 

See Continuation Sheet No. 7.5 
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Dorchester County, Maryland 

first floor plan, 1987 

drawn by Ste~~n Del Sardo 
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8. Statement of Significance 
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties: 

0 nationally 0 statewide [!] locally 

D-12 
' 

_Applicable National Register Criteria 0 A 0 B [!] C 0 D 

-

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) 0 A 0 B 0 C 0 D 0 E 0 F 0 G 

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) 
Architecture 

Significant Person 
N A 

Period of Significance 
c. 1793 

Cultural Affiliation 
NA 

ArchitecUBuilder 
unknown 

Significant Dates 
c. 1793 

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above. 

SIGNIFICANCE SID.1MARY: 

The Goldsborough Ho11se is significant for it embodies the distinctive 
characteristics of the Federal style popular in Maryland in the close of the 
eighteenth century, particularly on the Eastern Shore but of which few examples 
stand in Dorchester County. The Goldsborough House is the only example 
standing in Ca.'Ilbridge, the county seat. Important features which generally 
characterize these buildings are the brick construction, water table, wooden 
exterior cornice, service wing, and architrave interior trim. The finest 
examples, such as the Goldsborough House, feature punch and gouge decoration 
seen here in the parlor mantel. 

00 See continuation sheet for 
For HISTORIC CONTEXT and MARYLAND CO~.PREHE!-ISIVE 

HISTORIC PRESERVATION PLAN data. 
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HISTORIC CONTEXT: 

~;IA.RYLAND CO~fPREHENSIVE HISTORIC PRESERVATION PLAN DAT.I\ 

Geographic Organization: Eastern Shore 

Chronological/Developmental Period(s): 

Rural Agrarian Intensification A.D. 1680-1815 

Prehistoric/Historic Period Theme(s): 

Architecture/Landscape Architecture/Community Planning 

Resource Type: 

Category: building 

Historic Environment: urban 

Historic Function(s) and Uses(s): Domestic/single dwelling 
Social/Clubhouse 

Known Design Source: unknown 

HISTORIC CONTEXT: 

D-12 

• 

The Goldsborough family were the major eighteenth century landowners in 
Dorchester County. They were one of the largest landowners in adjoining 
Talbot County. The first Maryland Goldsborough, Robert, arrived in 1670. He 
bought land in Dorchester County but late lost the land due to defects with 
the deeds to the land. Robert's third son Charles (1707-1767) corrected this 
problem and steadily purchased land in Dorchester County. As the family 
increased in number during the eighteenth century, they occupiert a significant 
portion of the important offices in the County and in f.1aryland. They were 
clerks of the court, judges, delegates to the Continental Congress, members of 
the Council of Safety, and delegates to the 1776 State Constitutional 
Convention. 

In the nineteenth century the Goldsboroughs were active politically with the 
highest office holder being Governor Goldsborough. A nurnber of Goldsborol1ghs 
served as judges. By the end of the nineteenth century, most Golcisboroughs 
had left the county. At the present time, there are no individuals with the 
surname of Goldsborough living in Dorchester County. The properties that were 
once associated with the family have slowly been destroyed over the years. 
Shoal Creek (D-111) was destroyed in 1970 and the Horn (D-49) burned in 1948. 

See Continuation Sheet No. 8.2 
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'I·he Goldsborough House is sited on a property originally known as ''lot 12'' as 
sho·,..n on a 1706 survey of Cambridge. 'I'hat lot was taken up by William 
Dickinson. In 1760, it was sold to Charles Goldsborough (1707 - 1767), 
grandfather of Governor Goidsborough. In 1767, the grandfather willed the 
land to his two year old grandson, the future Governor. In 1771, lot 12 was 
listed in the estate papers of the Governor's father, Charles (1740 - 1769) as 
unimproved, indicating that no building was yet standing. The lot was still 
listed as unimproved in the Maryland tax lists of 1783. The 1798 Federal 
Direct Tax list does not exist for Dorchester County. 

In the early 1770's, Governor Goldsborough's mother died. As a consequence, 
he was raised by his aunt, Elizabeth Greenbury Ennalls, at her estate, Shoal 
Creek. Not much is known about his early life in Dorchester County. In 1793, 
he married Elizabeth Goldsborough, daughter of Judge Robert Goldsborough of 
Myrtle Grove (T-53) in Talbot County. 

It was at this time that Governor Goldsborough had the house at 200 High 
Street constructed. His father-in-law's home in Talbot County had been 
enlarged in 1790. Myrtle Grove's new wing i s a well designed Federal style 
addition to an older building. While the plan and execution of both houses is 
different, the decorative feature are similar. Both buildinos sit on raised -
foundations. Both have molded water table but nc belt course, and keystones 
over the windows. On the interior, the stair halls are laid out in a similar 
fashion and the parlor finish the mantels are closely matched. 

Within Dorchester County, the house is evidence of the prosperity that the 
shift to a grain based economy brought to Dorchester County and the Eastern 
Shore of Maryland in the late eighteenth century. It was this increased 
prosperity that allowed Governor Goldsborough to concentrate his early career 
on the law and politics. Prior generations of Goldsboroughs were active in 
politics but agriculture was their main economic activity. While Governor 
Goldsborough owned extensive tracts of farm land in Dorchester County he was 
not an active manager of those tracts until after his retirement from politics 
in the 1820's 

Paul G. E. Clemens in his The Atl.antic Economy and Colonial Maryland's 
Eastern Shore carefully laid out the economic implications of this change and 
its effect on the material wealth of the Eastern Shore. The point of Clemens' 
research was that while the early economy based on tobacco was profitable, it 
was unstable. High immediate profits were followed by years of decline. 
Since the Eastern Shore was closely 
tied to trade with England and dependent on its market for tobacco, 

See Continuation Sheet No. 8.3 
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disruptions of war and loi.., yields would serio11sly effect the economic well
being of Lhe plar1lers and those dependent on their success. The poor long 
term success rate of tobacco caused a change in agriculture and a search for a 
profitable alternative. Grain was the answer. It was in demand around the 
world and it was easier to produce. It was less labor intensive and d.id not 
deplete the land as much as tobacco. While Clemens did not devote much of his 
book to Dorchester County, he did allocate a great deal of space to a 
discussion of he activities of the Talbot County branch of the Goldsborough 
family. In view of the fact that the Dorchester County Goldsboroughs often 
found their wives among the Talbot County branch of the family, there would 
seem to have been a great deal of exchange of infor1uation concerning agricul
ture, business, politics, and architecture. 

Clemens' book provides an economic explanation for the fact that there seems 
to be a number of surviving mid-eighteenth century buildings in Dorchester 
County. These were built at the beginning of the end of the dominance of 
tobacco. There is then a scarcity of buildings until the 1780's. This 
coincides with the end of the turmoil of the Revolutionary War and with the 
demonstration that grain could provide a stable and high income. 

In addition to the Goldsborough House, the new economic prosperity helped 
build s~ch buildings as The House of Hinges (D-1), Friendship H3ll (D-2), and 
Glasgow (D-3). All are listed on the National Register of Historic Places. 
All four buildings in question are similar in size and they are located within 
the agricultural area of the County. The southern portion of the county, 
below Church Creek and Vienna, is mostly marshlands. The Goldsborough House 
is different from Friendship Hall and Glasgow in that it was built within a 
town setting and close to if not almost on top of the major Dorchester County 
shipping point for farm produce. The House of Hinges is located in East New 
Market and was the home dwelling for the Sulivane family, another group of 
wealthy land owners in the County. Friendship Hal.l and Glasgow are located 
near the towns of East New Market and Cambridge respectively. These two were 
part of extensive agricultural properties while the House of Hinges and the 
Goldsborough House had no agricultural land associated with them at all. This 
last is an important distinction since it clearly indicated Governor Goldsbor
ough' s conscious decision to make his living from law, politics, and merchant 
activities rather than directly from agriculture. It should be pointed out 
that his fortune would still be agriculture based but the law and politics 
were his primary interests. It was the large profits from grain that enabled 
Governor Goldsborough to have the luxury of not being an active agriculture 
manager if l1e did not chose to be. 

See Continuation Sheet No. 8.4 
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Charles Goldsborough's early adult life was marred by the death of his wife in 
1798. The cause of death is unknown, but she did leave the future Governor 
with t\vo young daughters. In 1800, he sold 200 High Street. Before he left, 
he had inscribed on the front lock cover GOLDSBOROUGH 1760 - 1800. It is 
from this inscription that the local folk tradition arose that the house had 
been build in 1760. 

In 1791, two years prior to his marriage, Goldsborough was elected to the 
Maryland Senate. He served until 1796. In 1799, he was appointed to complete 
the unfinished term of his successor. He served until 1800 and then retired. -
It is no· known wl1ere the Governor and his family lived after he sold 200 Hig_.11 
Street. Family tradition indicates that he returned to his boyhood home with 
his aunt at Shoal CreeK. When his Aunt Ennals died in 1820, she left the 
property to him and he lived there until his death. 

-
In 1804, the Governor married his cousin Charles' daughter Sarah Yerbury 
Goldsborough. She had been raised at the Goldsborough house at Horns Point, 
the Horne. In 1805, Goldsborough entered the U.S. Congress. He served till 
1817. While in Congress, Goldsborough voted against the declaration of war 
against Great Britain in 1812. In 1818, he served a one year term as Governor 
of Maryland. He has the distinctior1 of having been Maryl.and's last Federalist 
governor. He ran for Governor in 1819, 1820, and in 1821 but was defeated by 
Republican candidates. 

-

After his retirerr1ent from politics, Goldsborough devoted his life to his law 
pt·actice and to agriculture. NOt much has been recorded about his activities. 
Many court documents that would shed light on this period were lost in an 1852 
fire in the county court house. Official records do not always appear to 
accurately reflect any Goldsborough activity. For instance, the 1790 federal 
census dces not list any Goldsboroughs or Ennalls living in Dorchester County. 

In an 1834 letter, Governor Goldsborough reveled a small part of his acti
vities and philosophy four months before he died. In writing to a former 
Cambridge resident, then living ir1 Mississippi, Dr. Vans S. Sulivane, 
Goldsborough inquired as to the prospects of sending his slaves to that state 
to live and work as a gro11p. Ile wanted them to work on a cotton plantation 
that he might purchase. Goldsborough told Dr. Sulivane that is was too 
expensive to keep his slaves in Dorchester County, and that he was having 
trouble with runaway slaves. 

See Continuation Sheet No. 5 
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He i11dicaled his displeasure w.ith selling them in any other manner than in a 
famj_ly group and that he preferred to keep then1 togetr1er. To th.is end, he 
asked Dr. Suli vane to infor111 him of any suitable property to which he could 
send 40 or 50 slaves. The ow11ership of this large number of slaves made 
Goldsborough one of the largest slaveholders in Maryland. {Goldsborol1gh, 
1834) 

During the first halt of the nineteenth century, the Goldsborough House wol1ld 
pass in and 011t of Goldsborough ownership. From 1800 till 1832, the house was 
the property of Henry Dickinson. Shortly after Dickinson's death, his widoi·1 
sol the house to another Goldsborough, Brice J. He was a lawyer and a judge. 
He served as a judge of Circuit Court and later a judge of the Court of 
Appeals. He died in 1867. 

In 1839, Brice J. Goldsborough sold the house to Sarah Y. Goldsborough, 
second \"1ife c>f Governor Goldsborough. She sold the hol1se to James A. Stewart 
in 1848. He lost the house in 1865 as a result of debt. The land was signed 
over to Charles F. Goldsborough. Charles F. had loaned Stewart large sums of 
money and held a mortgage on the property. Charles F. was a son of Governor 
Goldsborougl1. 

It was Charles F. who added the Colonial-Revival porch and had the mantels and 
plastec rriedallions added to the interio::::-. A nov; missing third quarter of the 
nineteenth century photograph shows the house without the front porch. The 
photograph was extant till a few years ago and it has been described in a 
general fashion to this author. The interior changes do not effect the 
integrity of the house. The porch is compatible in that is classically 

• 

detailed and appears to have been added with the idea of being consistent \<Jith 
the Colonial-REvival fever of the last quarter of the nineteenth centl1ry. 
Copies of this porch can be seen on two house on Oakley STreet in Cambridge. 
Number 308 (D-575) was built in 1935. Number 109 was built in 1915. 

lJpon Charles F. Goldsborough death in 1892, the house became the property of 
his wife, Charlotte. At her death in 1908, the house was sold to W. Lake 
Robinson. The next year, the Goldsborough House became the home of the 
Cc=unbridge Yacht Club. At no time, though, did the Yacht Club ov1r. the 
property. 

The Club was founded in 1909 by Alfred I. duPont of Wilmington, Delaware. He 
had visited Cambridge in his yacht that year. While there he had participated 
in a number of races with local citizens. The races and associated activities 

~ proved so popular that he helped the community form the Yacht Club. duPont 
was elected the first Commodore. He served untj_l 1919. 

See Continuation Sheet No. 8.6 
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The Yacht Club furnished the house with some of their own items. A Club 
}1istory iinplies tr1at the Club also acquired some of the Goldsl-Jorough furnisl-1-
ings. The first floor was used as a billiards room and as a library. The 
second floor had a women's room, a card room, and offices while the third 
floor served as sleeping quarters. During the first year of the Club's 
history, duPont had a dance pavilion built at the rear of the property. 

In 1913, the grounds of the Goldsborough House were improved by the Yacht Club 
with gardens and the construction of the boathouse. While the Yacht Club was 
an important social club with a large membership, it was duPont \o1ho held it 
together. When he resigned in 1919, the Yacht Club folded. 

The Club was revived in 1934. In 1937, another duPont, Frank of Horn Point, 
donated the money to construct a new club headquarters at the municipal yacht 
basin on Water Street. The clubhouse was designed to resemble a yacht, 
complete with observation deck and bridge. Unfortunately the clubhouse was 

- enlarged duri11g the 1950' s and the lines of the origir1al clubhouse obscured. 

-

When the Yacht Club closed in 1919, Robinson had his mortgage foreclosed by 
Henry I,loyd, Jr. and the property sold to W. Grason Winterbottom. He was one 
of the owners of Cambridge's Phillips Packing Company. The property changed 
hands a number of tin1es after that until 1929 whe11 it was rett1rned to 
Goldsboro11gh family ownership. It was during this period of continually 
changing ownership that the rear portion of the property on Cambridge Creek 
was sold off. By 1930, a machine shop and a laundry had been constructed on 
that portion. 

' 

The present owner of the Goldsborough House has had the property since 1985. 
He has had the house restored without removing any of the elements of the 
building. The only removal has been that of the storm windows and the front 
storm door. The rest of the restoration has consisted of systems upgrades and 
the cleaning and painting of both the interior and the exterior. 

------------ -----------· 
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Tl1e Goldsborough House is a late eighteenth century federal style dwelling 
with associated twentieth century outbuildings that do not relate to its 
period of significance. It is located in Dorchester County on Maryland's 
Easter Shore. Constructed c. 1790, it is an example of the newly fashionable 
architectural style that was based on Georgian ideals but with different 
decorative details. The construction of the house was made possible by the 
increased economic prosperity that the 1680 - 1815 period of Rural Agrarian 
Intensification brought to Maryland. During the nineteenth century, the 
occupants of the house were part of the urban elite that controlled the 
Eastern Shore economy and the political life. The control continued during 
the century but did decline at the end of the period and was lost with the 
death of both Charles F. and his wife Charolottee. 

The Goldsborough House. is last physical expression of the goldsborough 
presence in Dorchester County. All of the other dwellings of the family have 
been destroyed over the years. The only other Goldsborough building still to 
survive other than the Goldsborough House is a c. 1800 brick stable built by 
Governor Goldsborough House is a c. 1800 brick stable built by Govern 
Goldsborough at Shoal Creek. That building was recently {1987) moved to the 
grounds of the Dorchester County Historical Society's complex {D-9) in 
Cambridge . 

• 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT~ ~D ORIGINAL (It known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Exterior: 

This tall two story brick house is symmetrical with 
the exception of a wing on the rear. The exact date of 
this house is unkno\·Tn, altl1ough the style is typical of 
the i'..,ederal period. Tl1e gabled roof 11as no dormers. 
There are five bays on the front. The windows are all 
nine over six sash with a kevstone above. In front of • 
the center door is a Greek ~evival style portico with 
a flat roof sup?orted by four fluted Ionic columns. The 
six panel door is flanked by fluted ?ilasters and has a 
senicircular fanligr1t above \vith muntins forning a ray 
pattern. The house has ti110 end ci1imneys. The brick 
pattern is rlemish bond, and there is a projecting water 
table with nolded bricks. The yard with original boxwood 
plants is extremely well kept. The gardens behind this 
house once extended all t1:1e v1ay down to Cambridge Creek, 
witl1 gently sloning terrace. 

Interior: 

The layout of this house consists of a center hall 
with an adjoining room on eitcer side. On the second 
story there is a single bedroom above each of the two 
rooms on the first floor. l·iost of the original v1ood\vork 
remains, although in the downstairs room on the north 
end the original fireplace nas been replaced. In the 
two downstairs rooms the~e is a plaster molding round 
the ceiling and a plaster medallion in the center of 
each ceiling. There is a single panel under each window 
and also paneling under the staircase. The room on the 
south side has an interesting fireplace with an ornamental _ 
created by the use of recessed semi-soherical shapes. The 
names of various people 11ave been scratched in some of 
the 'i.Yindow panes in tl1is l1ol.!se. l·lost of these names are 
difficult to read, although the date 1861 is decipherable 
on one of the panes. The lock cover on the front door 
is inscribed with the dates 1760-1800 and the name 
Goldsborough. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

I~istorv: 
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0 20th Century 

Kl Urbon Planning 

0 Other (Speclt.,) 

This lot desce11ded fror.:l ,;illiarll :8icki11son to his son 
Samuel, \,1 110 conveyed it to Charles Goldsboro11gh in 
1750 ''for love and affection". In 1800, Charles Golds
borough, g·randson of tl·1e above named Ch.c.r les Goldsborough, 
sold the pro~erty to Henry Dickinson for $4,000. This 
price indicates that the l1ol1se \v2s there at that time • 
Henry Dickinson also acquired the property next door 
(now 202 High Street) in 1800 from John Murray and the 
properties were consolidated at that time. Henry 
Dickinson's widow, Ann, sold the property to Judge 
Brice J. Goldsborough in November 1832. In October 
1839, the property was sold to Mrs. Sarah Y. Goldsborough 
of Shoal Creek. The next O\•Tner was Judge James A. 
Stewart \vho bought the property in 1865. Stewart sold 
the property to Judge Charles F. Goldsborough who in 
1892 devised it to his widow, Mrs. Charlotte Ann Page 
Goldsborough•' · . ·· . 

Between 1910 and 1918 the property was the head
quarters for the Cambridge Yacht Club. 

Significance: 

This is tl1e finest example of Federal style 
architecture in Cambridge and is one of the most 
elegant and well maintained homes in the town. Both 
the exterior and interior are basically unaltered • 

PS - 7011 
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This house was constructed in the Federal style by Governor Charles Goldsborough 

(1765-1834), probably in the 1790's. Goldsborough served in the U.S. House of 

Representatives from 1805 to 1817 where he was one of three Maryland Congressmen 

to oppose war with Great Britain in 1812. He ~·:as the last Federalist governor of 

Maryland, serving only one year, 1819. After failing to regain the office, Goldsborough 

retired to his plantation at Shoal Creek, just east of Cambridge. 

At the time that he built this house on High Street, Goldsborough also 

owned the lot where 202 now stands. In 1800 he sold the property, including later 

202 High Street, to Henry Dickinson, clerk of the court. In 1832, Dickinson's 

widow sold the property to Judge Brice J. Goldsborough, who in turn sold the house 

back to Governor Goldsborough's widow in 1839. Judge James A. Stewart acquired the 

property in 1848 and built the front part of 202 High Street as a law office. In 

1865 he sold the house and office to Charles F. Goldsborough, attorney and later 

judge. His widow sold the house in 1909. THis building also served as the headquarters 

of the Cambridge Yacht Club from 1913 to 1919. In 1921, 202 High Street was sold off 

from the property. In 1948, the present owner acquired the house. 

This is one of the most impressive houses on High Street and is the finest 

example of Federal style architecture in Cambridge. Its association with the socially 

and potically influential Goldsborough family, as well as with other prominent citizens 

cf Cambridge, makes it historically significant. The present owner has done a great 

deal of refurbishing of the house to maintain it in the original style. The rear 

portion of the house may have been the kitchen at one time, which was originally 

set off from the house and later connected. 

-----------------
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Sources: 

Dorchester County Courthouse, Cambridge, Maryland 

Land Records 

Hall of Records, Annapolis, Maryland 

Will Records, Dorchester County. 

Interview, J. Spence Phelps, 200 High Street, owner. 

White, Frank F., Jr., The Governors of Maryland 1777-1970, Annapolis: 

The Hall of Records Commission, 1970, pp. 75-76. 

Research by: 

Terrance Walbert -
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