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Indian Purchase house is a large brick Federal style 
dwelling with a one story brick wing on the south and a two 
story frame wing on the north. The central portion of the 
building is the oldest part of the house and it is four bays 
long with the entrance in the second bay from the south side. 
The entrance has side lights and transom and is protected 
by a small portico of twentieth century date. Flemish bond 
brickwork was used on the principal (east) facade, common bond 
on the other three sides. Brick jack arches are above the 
windows, those of the facade being deeper than the rest. 
Typical of the Federal style dwelling on the Eastern Shore, 
the facade is a gable facade, similar to the Edmondson House 
in East New Market. Like that house, the entrance is off
center and there are two attic w~ndows. Unlike it, however, 
is the placement of the chimney in the center of the back 
gable. Each of the windows have 6/6 sash and louvered shutter 

On the south side of the structure there appears to have 
been a door which is now bricked up. Adjacent it is another 
window and above are two windows. On the opposite side was 
another door, but it also has been bricked up. The west side 
of the building has three windows on first and second story 
and two windows in the attic between which rises the tall 
chimney. There is a brick terrace of 20th century origin. 

The south wing is also built of brick laid in co.mmon bond. 
On its gable is a chimney. The wing is three bays long and 
has brickwork comparable to that in the gable of the principal 
facade, above the second story window arches. The texture of 
the brick would appear to indicate a mid-19th century date. 

Since the north wing is twentieth century it will suffice 
to say that it is constructed on a brick foundation and is 
four bays in length with a small wing attached thereto. 

The original floor plan consisted of a hall across the 
entire east facade with two rooms west thereof. A bath has 
been added at the south end of the hall and a closet at the 
north end, beneath the stair landing. The floor plan of the 
second story was the same except that there was originally 
a room at the south end of the hall. 

Alterations in this part of the house consist of the 
installation of a bath and hall above the living room, and 
a cabinet adjacent the fireplace in the room above the dining 
room. A door has been broken through to the north wing from 
the latter bedroom. 

All of the interior trim is the same throughout the old 
part of the house. The molding profiles are typical of the 
Ante-bellum period and are similar to that in Garden of Eden, 
Dorchester County. The doors are hung on butt hinges and 
have four panels with applied molding. Some of the doors 
on the second story lack the applied molding. Beneath the 
windows of the first story are narrow horizonal panels. There 
is also a cornice in all of the rooms which appears to be of 
thesame period as the remainder of the woodwork. Most of the 
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The importance of Indian Purchase lies not only in 
the quality of the architecture, but also because the 
property is the last known place on which the Choptank 
Indians lived in Dorchester County (c. 1790) 

. •..... / 

In an indenture dated August 29, 1693, the trans
fer of land to Frances Taylor, wife of Thomas Taylor is 
signed by Hach Wap, his Queen and five men of the Chop
tank Tribe of Indians. The Indians are recorded to have 
been living at Locust Point, across the creek from the 
house as late as the end of the 18th century. 

It is of interest that the property in question has 
not been definitely pin pointed as to the ownership during 
the 18th century, caused undoubtedly by the lack of re
cords in the Dorchester County Courthouse. 
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Indian Purchase 
7. Description 

D-129 
(continued) 

alterations made by the present owners have been made with meticulous 
care taken to follow the original molding profiles. 

A very impressive feature of the interior is the walnut balus
trade of the stair. It has both newels and balusters turned. 
From the second story to the attic, the stair is enclsoed. The attic 
is unfinished. Where the two chimney stacks join on the west wall 
is a wide supporting arch. 

On examination of the roof members, the joinery is found to 
lack the finish of the earlier buildings in Dorchester County. The 
tie beams are half lapped and nailed onto the rafters which are not 
lappedl With this evidence, as well as the trim, floors and brick
work of the facade, it is conjectured that the house either suffered 
from fire or total deterioration and was reconstructed in the mid-
19th century, along with the brick south wing. 

The latter wing has been converted into a living room, with 
ceiling following the contour of the low pitched roof. 

Around the house, the grounds are well maintained and boost 
many different specimen trees. North of the house is a grave yard 
bearing stones of the Hodson and Holland families. The house is 
situated to take best advantage of the view across Goose Creek to 
the Choptank River. 
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