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D-149 
The Trading Post 
East New Market 
private 

£qsement 

c. 1840 

The "Trading Post" is one of the best known of the historic structures in 

East New Market for speculative history and oral tradition have tried to place the 

structure within the early history of this Dorchester County crossroads village. 

Architectural features, however, indicate the single-story frame store was erected 

after major construction of nearby houses and the established formation of a 

crossroads village by the 1840s. Nevertheless, the "Trading Post" is a rare survival 

on the Eastern Shore. Most commercial districts of the various regional towns have 

been rebuilt more than once, and small rectangular store buildings similar to the 

•' " Trading Post were usually replaced. Significant to this single-story frame store are 

the series of exposed beaded tie beams and beaded horizontal board walls. An 

enclosed winder stair is located in the south west corner for access to the 

partitioned second floor. 



Survey No. D- 14 9 

Maryland Historical Trust Magi No • I 0 0 I 4 9 2 4 0 3 

St__ate Historic Sites Inventory Form DOE _yes no 

1. Name {indicate pref erred name) 

historic 

and/or common "THE TRADING POST" 

2. Location 

street & number South side of School Street (MD Rte 14) 

city, town E a s t N e w Ma r k e t - vicinity of 

state Maryland county 

3. Classification 
Category 
__ district-
~ building(s) 
__ structure 
_site 

- _object 

Ownership 
__ public 
~private 
_both 
Public Acquisition 
_in process 
_ being considered 
~-not applicable 

Status 
_occupied 
~ unoccupied 
_ work in progress 
Accessible 
-X-- yes: restricted 
_ yes: unrestricted 
_no 

congressional district 

Dorchester 

Present Use 
_ agriculture 
_commercial 
_educational 
_ entertainment 
_ government 
_ industrial 
_military 

_ not for publication 

Fjrst 

~museum 
_park 
_ private residence 
_religious 
_ scientific 
_ transportation 
_other: 

4. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of~ owners) 

name 

street & number telephone no.: 

city, town state and zip code 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Dorchester County Clerk of Court liber 

street & number Dorchester County Courthouse folio 

city, town Cambridge state MD 21613 

6. Representation in Existing Historical surveys 

title Maryland Historic Sites Inventory 

date I 9 6 7 _federal ~ state _ county __ local 

.posltory for survey records Maryland Historical Trust 

city, town Annapolis state MD 2 I 4 0 I 



7. Description 

Condition 
_excellent 
~good 
_fair 

Check one 
_ deteriorated _ unaltered 
_ruins ~altered 
_unexposed 

Check one 
_original site 
~moved date of move 

Survey No. D - I 4 9 

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its 
various elements as it exists today. 

The "Trading Post" is a single-story, rectangular frame commercial building 
standing on the south side of School Street in the center of East New Market, 
Dorchester County, Maryland. The store faces north with the gable roof oriented 
on a north/south axis. 

Built around 1840, the "Trading Post" has been moved at least twice, 
originally having stood on the east side of South Main Street. Supported by a 
new brick foundation, the frame building is sheathed with plain weatherboards 
and covered by a steeply pitched wood shingle roof. The eaves are slightly 
extended, and a brick stack formerly rose through the center of the structure. 

The north (main) facade is a three-bay elevation with a center four-panel 
door and flanking single-pane sash windows. Each of the openings ha• a slightly 
molded lintel. A six-over-six sash window pierces the upper gable. 

The west side of the building is marked by two openings, a window and a 
side door that are located in the south end of the wall. The early twentieth­
century side door is accompanied by a six-over-six sash window. The east side 
of the building is marked by a single six-over-six sash located in the 
southernmost bay. The south gable end is a plain weatherboard wall aside m 
a pair of new six-over-six sash windows that light the upper room. 

The interior of the Trading Post is distinguished by a series of exposed 
beaded tie beams that stretch east/west across the room. The walls retain large 
sections of beaded board sheathing fastened with cut-nails. A partition centrally 
located in the room has been removed. Fixed in the south west corner of the 
structure is an enclosed winder stair with a board-and-batten door. The door is 
fitted with a Victorian style door latch. 

The attic space is divided by a centrally located partition into two rooms. 
Plaster walls with sawn lath finish the walls. A hole in the plaster ceiling 
reveals a common rafter roof with a pinned mortise-and-tenon peak joint and 
half-dovetail lapped collar beams. Each of the joints is also secured with cut­
nails. 



8. Significance Survey No. D - I 4 9 

Period 
_ prehistoric 

-- 1400-1499 
. ~500-1599 

_ 1600-1699 
_ 1700-1799 
_x__ 1800-1899 
_1900-

Specific dates 

Areas of Significanc.....Check and justify below 
_archeology-prehistoric _community planning _landscape architecture_ religion 
_ arc:heology-historic _ conservation _ law _ science 
_ agriculture _economics _ literature __ sculpture 
~ architecture _ education __ military __ social/ 
_ art _engineering _ music humanitarian 
_.x_ commerce _ exploration/settlement _ philosophy __ theater 
_ communications _ industry _ politics/government _transportation 

_ invention _other (specify) 

Builder/ Architect 

check: Applicable Criteria: A B x c D 
and/or 

Applicable Exception: A B c D E F G 

Level of Significance: ~national ~state ._local 

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and 
support. 

The "Trading Post" is a rare structure among commercial buildings on the 
Eastern Shore. The single-story rectangular frame store follows the gable-front 
orientation common to nineteenth-century commercial buildings, but the beaded 
tie beams and beaded horizontal board walls are unusual survivals for Eastern 
Shore store interiors. The first floor front elevation appears to have been 
reworked around the turn of the twentieth century with a four-panel door and 
flanking single-pane sash windows, but surviving in the upper gable is an earlier 
six-over-six sash window. 

Although reports of local tradition have tried to suggest this structure 
...i:ates from the first half of the eighteenth century, cut-nail construction, sawn 
lath, and nineteenth-century door hardware indicate the store was erected 
probably during the 1840s. The exposed beaded tie beams and beaded board 
walls were not uncommon features for antebellum store interiors. 



9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No. D-149 

1 O. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property ________ _ 

Quadrangle name Quadrangle scale ______ _ 

UTM References do NOT complete UTM references 

ALU I I I I I I I I I B w '=""I '""""".I :-°'"""! __ I I I I I 
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing 

c LJ.J ._I ......__.. ___ _ 

D LJJ .__I ._I ......._ ........... I ._I ....__.___.__. .......... .......... 
E LLJ ._I ......__.. ___ _ FLLJ I I _I ............ ~ ........ ....... 

GL_Ll '~~-- H LU ._I ..... I ............... ...._.-... 
Verbal boundary description and justification 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 

name/title Paul B. Touart Architectural Historian 

organization Private Consultant date 12/6/87 

street & number P. 0. Box 5 telephone ( 3 0 1 ) 6 5 1 - 1 0 9 4 

city or town Westover state MD 21871 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by 
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated 
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and 
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of 
individual property rights. 

return to: Maryland Historical Trust 
Shaw House 
21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 269-2438 

PS-2746 



MA!{) Lt-...~ u :~ l ~ _ Ui<.l C1\L l H.U ST 

2: STA;.·:::: c::.:(c,~ 

SllAW HO:..S2 
. ·--·'>:t.P.J:_:s, ~A.~Y!....A~D 2~1~~~ 

. 
£'.t.-~u-::-i! ., .. "~~i ,, ........ ,.~.,: 

:iy:~E~~=~c~s: 

!ISTORIC SITES SURVEY F!E~~ SH SET 
Z. :~e/Eas t ing/Nurthing 

InC.:'...vidual Scruc:ure S•..!rV!:!Y Fon'.l l i 
j 

. · ... ; 
. , ...... ~; u, s. c_. s~~:~U1P...t MAP: . 

• ·~~ , • •' I ..:; .j rt, .... ! ~ t:· ~.:• , I f . . ' 
J ·- PRESENT FORMAL NA.'1E: ... 

I 

COUNTY: Dorchester .. ORIGINAL FORMAL NA.."IB: 
~ TO\.,'N: East New-Markee 

. ,, 
p ""\ ..... I LOCATION: School Street PRESENT USE: 

Route 14 j \ .. 'c.GINAL USE: 
' East New Market 

~-
ARCHITECT/ENGINEER: r ' 

\ COMMO~ ~A.c'1E: i 
I The Tr~ding Post II BUILDER/CONTRACTOR: i 

I FU~C;:':!.ONAL TYPE: 
OWNER: East New Market Heritage Foundatior PHYSICAL· CONDITION OF STRUCTURE: 
ADDRESS: 

~ ' 
,. ! 

~cellent ( ) Good ( ) 
s~~ ~s abo•re· ' ! . ~ ·1 f; . Fair ( ) Poor: NJ 

ACCESSIBILirt,;,TO PUfil.IC: ,, • ~ 'f11 ; ·THEME: 
Yes (v) No ( ) Restricted ( ) I STYLE: 

-LJ::VEL 01" SIGNIFICANCE: DATE HUltT: 
Loca1 ()0 State ( ) National ( ) :_

7
• 17io 

GENERAL DESCRIPTION: .......... . 
-· 

Structural System .. .. 

1. Foundation: Stone(·.-~ B~ick( ')Concrete ( )Concrete Block( ) 
2. Wall Structure 

A. Wcod Frame: Post and Beam 0() Balloon ( ) 
B. Wooc Bearing Masonry: Brick( )Stone( )Concrete( )Concrete Block( 

' c. Iron( ) D. Steel( ) E. Other: 
3. Wall Covering: Clapboard <f..J Board and Batten( )Wood Shingle( )Shiplap( 

Novelty( )Stucco(,)Sheet Metal( )Aluminum( )Asphalt Shingle( ) 
?..rick Veneer( ) Stone Veneer( ) 
.conding Pattern~ Other: ..... . 4. Roof Structure 

A. Truss: Wood( )Iron( )'~~el(· .)Concrete( ) 
B. Other: : . 

5. Roof Covering: Slate( )Wood Shi.ngle( )Asphalt Shingle( )Sheet Metal( 
Built Up( )Rolled( ) Tile ( )Ot!Ier: 

1 6. Engineering Struct~re: 
: 7 • 0 the r : " · · ., · · · · . 

I Appendages: .Porches t ~:To~~~s ( ) Cupolas ( ) Dormers ( ) Chimneys ( ) Sheds ( ) Ells ( ) 
Wings ( )Other: 

) 

) 

) 

Saw Tooth( )With Monitor( :With Bellcast( )With Parapet( )With False Front( ) I
Roof Style: Gable~Hip( )Shed( )Flat( )Mansard( )Gambrel( )JerkinL~,.id( ) 

Other: 
1
; · 

Number of Stories: I Y.2. /7 J-

I Number of Bays: Entrance Location:L!±JL:e.J2_ 
Approximate Dimensions: !zx;L · 

,_ THREAT TO STRUCTURE: i LOCAL ATTITUDES: 
No Threat( )Zoning( )Roads( ) j Positive(x)Negative( ) 

I.Development( )Deterioration( ) f Mixed( ) Other: 

~A-l_t_e_r_a_t_i_o_n~(X~)-v_c_h_e_r_= ____________________ __.r..t.... ________ ~------------------------------~l 

. i 



,,,,_,...,, ........ .,,.,n.:.... tH\l.HlTECTUKAL UR S'l'RUCTC!U\L D?..SCR I PT ION: 

..... .. _· ' ' 

RELATED STRUCTURES: (Describe) 

_· ... -~ ;.~ ... · 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE: 
.. ~· .. -.. ~ ~ 

.. 
.t • • ~' ....... -·• 

:. 

~EFERENCES: 

AP: (Indicate North In cirt!i~') -w 

•' 

DJ 

.• . .. .. ·.... .. 

.. ---"'-"-""" . ~· 

SURROUNDING ENVIRONMENT: 
·,Open Lane( )Woodland( )Scattered Buildings( 
Moderately Built Up~ )Densely Built Up( ) 

1Residential( )Commercial( ) 

!
Agricultural( )Industrial( ) 
Roadside Strip Development( ) 
Other: 

' . 

RECORDED BY: 
East New Market Historic District Commissio 

ORGANIZATION: 
Summer, 1985 

DATE RECORDED: 
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TRADING POST (Property of the Ean New Market Heritaae Foundation) 

Rectangular, l\ atory, fr•- atructure; gabled, aapbalt tile roof. There ia a 
hole in roof where a chilmey once •tood in the center of the sable. FrUle ia weather 
board. Front facade ha• 3 bay•; entrance in center. Boxed comic•• ha• return• at 
the aide of i•~led ad. WiDClow• 2 over 2. Gable winclov 6 over 6. Door ha• wide 
board• on each aide and horiaoatal .,ldiq over door and window• on firat floor. 

Left aide i• 2 bay aaywimetrically placed to the rear of building. Shutter• are 
nailed to weather board. 

In rear there i• a modern window, l over 1, in gable and expoaed plaater wall 
on modem lathe. (Kitchen addition vaa deatroyed during .oving). 

Right aide i• 3-bay, entrance in 3rd, with projecting overhang, abed roof, 
aupported by bracket• over door. Windowa are different width aise; 6 over 6. 

Conatruction i• viaible and i• poat and baaa. 

TOWN OFFICE 

1 atory, wooden fr•• atructure covered with corruaated tin. Rectangular, hip 
roof covered with tin. Bxpo•ed rafter•. 1 by 2 baya. 

On right aide there i• a abad. addition • 

• 
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Sara Rouing 

TRADING POST 

From: BETWEEN THE NANTICOKE AND CHOPTANK 

Trading poat, Eaat New Market, Mid-eighteenth century; Public. 

The area of Dorcheater County near Secretary and Eaat New Market held the 
largeat number of Indiana in the eighteenth century, particularly after the 
establiahment of Indian reaervationa nearby. 'nle hiatory of relation• between the 
Indiana and the aettler• aeema to have been fraught with animosity, but there were 
also undoubtedly period• during which the two lived, hunted, and traded together 
amicably. Although very little ia known of the trading relations between the 
Indians and the coloniata, it ia probable that trading poets or atorea exiated near 
the large reaervationa in the north of the county. 

Tradition haa maintained that the Trading Poat originally aerved thia purpoae 
and aerved aa the nucleus of the preaent town of Eaat New Market. If true, the 
Trading Poat i• the town'• earlieat coaaercial building. Recently moved to it• 
preaent location, it await• rehabilitation aa a local muaaum by the Eaat New Market 
Heritage Foundation. 
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EAST NEl\.,.. ~iAR Iil~T 
DORCHESTER CO. 

{Ea.111\~~ Karll'•t .Dln .J 

W'1' NEW K.UXET BUSINESS 
REFERENCES. 

J , W . ANl>RJlWS, Dealer ill Of)' Cooc!J,Grocenes, 
H~IS, Cap1, Bo«s, Shoes, Hudw .. re. Queen1ware, 
C11tl<fJ, Tillwuel Rud7 ~lad• Oochln~ Harn ... , 
l'otioM, aad al ocher al'llcles MUally kept 111 a 
counlT)' .l(O~ Residence :>lid St0<e, Cabin Creek, 
Md. 

X:. B FLETCRllR. Pmprleior oftbc " U~r C&bin 
Crttk" Flourio11 Mill. )lcrdlant uid Cu.tom work 
done. Wbeai aod Com bouzbt 1.1 I.II times. Cabin 
Creek. 

B. F . S HERMAN, Proprie1or of" Lowtr Cabin 
Cttdc Mills." Mtrchant and Cuslom work done. 
Hi1bcst cash prices for Wheat 1nd Com. Abo COD· 
st~hle of Ea.st New Market OWricl. P. 0. £ut 
New ~l:ukct. 

JAME S H . K E LLY , Proprietor of •Little Brick 
~f1'1.'· C• ~ m -.·C1rk done ::at .. all t·~t"C ui•I i~ .. • ~J.t•s-

WILLIAM R. HOOPER, Manufacturu of Boots 
and Shoes. I kttp a fine &S10nmon1 on band, aod 
for we at all times. All kinda of worlc done from 
fineat Calf 10 ~ l'louah Drop.cs." Ordcra IOlidted. 
Rep&Uinii nea1l7 done. Shop, Eu Xew Market. 

W . 8 . POTTER 4' SON.. Proprictora of "Holly 
Grove Cannlne F•c:IOI')'." All lcl11da of Fruh.1 
canned, ud kept 011 lwld, and for w e at all times ; 
Warnnted u marked. Pttehesasp«ialty. Resi· 
dcncc and Canning Factoiy near East New Marlcet, 
Dorchester County, Mel. 

B . W . HOU STON, Dealer io Drugs, ~lcdlcilles, 
Ch•mials, Oil•, Vamh ba, Dye Stu!&, Fancy ud 
- . ~ n_ "'• f'l • ..r ... _ __ ' --
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D-149 
THE TRADING POST 
East New Market, Dorchester Co., Md 
Northeast elevation 
12/87 Paul Touart photographer 
Negative/MD Historical Trust 





D-149 
THE TRADING POST 
East New Market, Dorchester Co., MD 
North elevation 
12/87 Paul Touart photographer 
Negative/MD Historical Trust 






