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D-149 c. 1840
The Trading Post
East New Market
private

The "Trading Post"” is one of the best known of the historic structures in
East New Market for speculative history and oral tradition have tried to place the
structure within the early history of this Dorchester County crossroads village.
Architectural features, however, indicate the single-story frame store was erected
after major construction of nearby houses and the established formation of a
crossroads village by the 1840s. Nevertheless, the "Trading Post" is a rare survival
on the Eastern Shore. Most commercial districts of the various regional towns have
been rebuilt more than once, and small rectangular store buildings similar to the
'\Trading Post”were usually replaced. Significant to this single-story frame store are
the series of exposed beaded tie beams and beaded horizontal board walls. An

enclosed winder stair is located in the southwest corner for access to the

partitioned second floor.
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1. Name (indicate preferred name)

historic

and/or common "THE TRADING POST"

2. Location

street & number South side of School Street (MD Rte 14)  —— notfor publication

city, town East New Market —— vicinityof congressional district First

state Maryland county Dorchester

3. Classification

Category Ownership Status Present Use

— district- — public _____occupied —___agriculture —X_museum

X __ building(s) _X_ private __X_unoccupied ____ commercial ____park

— structure — both ____work in progress __educational ____private residence

— site Public Acquisition Accessible —__ entertainment —_religious

-~ __ object ____inprocess _x_ yes: restricted ____government ___ scientific

— being considered —__ yes: unrestricted __industrial —__transportation
___not applicable _ _ po ___ military ____other:

4. owner Of Property (give names and mailing addresses of all owners)

name
street & number telephone no.:
city, town state and zip code

5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Dorchester County Clerk of Court liber
street & number Dorchester County Courthouse folio
city, town Cambridge state MD 21613

6. Representation in Existing uistorical surveys

title , Maryland Historic Sites Inventory
date 1967 —federal x state ___county ____ local
.pository for survey records Maryland Historical Trust

city, town Annapolis state MD 21401




7. Description Survey No. D-149

Condition Check one Check one

—_ excellent _ deteriorated ____ unaitered ____original site

* _good ___ruins X altered X moved date of move
— fair —— unexposed

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its
various elements as it exists today.

The "Trading Post" is a single-story, rectangular frame commercial building
standing on the south side of School Street in the center of East New Market,
Dorchester County, Maryland. The store faces north with the gable roof oriented
on a north/south axis.

Built around 1840, the "Trading Post" has been moved at least twice,
originally having stood on the east side of South Main Street. Supported by a
new brick foundation, the frame building is sheathed with plain weatherboards
and covered by a steeply pitched wood shingle roof. The eaves are slightly
extended, and a brick stack formerly rose through the center of the structure.

The north (main) facade is a three-bay elevation with a center four-panel
door and flanking single-pane sash windows. Each of the openings hawe a slightly
molded lintel. A six-over-six sash window pierces the upper gable.

The west side of the building is marked by two openings, a window and a
side door that are located in the south end of the wall. The early twentieth-
century side door is accompanied by a six-over-six sash window. The east side
of the building is marked by a single six-over-six sash located in the
southernmost bay. The south gable end is a plain weatherboard wall aside m
a pair of new six-over-six sash windows that light the upper room.

The interior of the Trading Post is distinguished by a series of exposed
beaded tie beams that stretch east/west across the room. The walls retain large
sections of beaded board sheathing fastened with cut-nails. A partition centrally
located in the room has been removed. Fixed in the southwest corner of the
structure is an enclosed winder stair with a board-and-batten door. The door is
fitted with a Victorian style door latch.

The attic space is divided by a centrally located partition into two rooms.
Plaster walls with sawn lath finish the walls. A hole in the plaster ceiling
reveals a common rafter roof with a pinned mortise-and-tenon peak joint and
half-dovetail lapped collar beams. Each of the joints is also secured with cut-
nails.



8- Significance Survey No. D-149

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below
—___ prehistoric ____ archeology-prehistoric ___ community planning ___ landscape architecture_____ religion
.. -— 1400-1499 ____ archeology-historic —_conservation — law —  science
.1500-1599 ___ agricuiture — economics — literature — sculpture
16001699 _X_architecture — education — military —_social/
——1700-1799 ___ art —___engineering —_ music humanitarian
_x_1800-1899 _x commerce ____exploration/settiement ____ philosophy —theater
— 1900~ —__ communications ——_industry ____ politics/government ____ transportation
____invention —___ other (specify)
Specific dates Builder/Architect
check: Applicable Criteria: _ A __ B X¥ C _ D
and/or
Applicable Exception: _ A _B _C _D _E _F _G
Level of Significance: _ nationmal __ state  local

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and
support.

The "Trading Post" is a rare structure among commercial buildings on the
Eastern Shore. The single-story rectangular frame store follows the gable-front
orientation common to nineteenth-century commercial buildings, but the beaded
tie beams and beaded horizontal board walls are unusual survivals for Eastern
Shore store interiors. The first floor front elevation appears to have been
reworked around the turn of the twentieth century with a four-panel door and
flanking single-pane sash windows, but surviving in the upper gable is an earlier
six-over-six sash window.

Although reports of local tradition have tried to suggest this structure
«ates from the first half of the eighteenth century, cut-nail construction, sawn
lath, and nineteenth-century door hardware indicate the store was erected
probably during the 1840s. The exposed beaded tie beams and beaded board
walls were not uncommon features for antebellum store interiors.



9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No. D-149

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property
Quadrangle name Quadrangle scale

UTM References 4o NOT complete UTM references
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Verbal boundary description and justification

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state code county code

state code county code

11. Form Prepared By

name/title Paul B. Touart Architectural Historian

organization Private Consultant date 12/6/87

street & number P. 0. Box 5 telephone (301) 651-1094
city or town Westover state MD 21871

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement.

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of
individual property rights.

return to: Maryland Historical Trust
Shaw House
21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 269-2438

PS-2746
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- . e §;u._ﬁc SLoQUAD, MAP: o
S pt e s ; L
Lo o PRESENT FORMAL NAME:
COUNTY: Dorchester - . ORIGINAL FORMAL NAME:'
TOWN: East New Market . L R :
LOCATICN: School Street A PRESENT USE:
' ) Route 14 S {" YGINAL USE:
P Fast New Market } TARCHITECT/ENGINEER:
ICOMMDN NAME:
The Trading Post BUILDER/CONTRACTOR :
FUNCTYONAL TYPE:
OWNER: FEast New Market Heritage Foundation| PHYSICAL- CONDITION OF STRUCTURE:
ADDRESS = . 5 s . llExcellent( ) Good ( )
same as above  : 1 .- 7 1° 4IFair( ) Poor: (X)
ACCESSIBILITY..TO PRUBLIC: - SR +« THEME :
Yes (x) No () Restricted ( ) STYLE:
LEVEL OF SIGNIFICANCE: - DATE BUILT: ~
Local (X) State () National ( ) N - [760
GENERAL DESCRIPTION: - -- o
Structural System :
1. Foundation: Stone( )Brlcx( YConcrete( )Concrete Block( )
2. Wall Structure
- A. Wcod Frame: Post and Beam(®)Balloon( )
'B. Wooc Bearing Masonry: Brick( )Stone( )Concrete( )Concrete Block( )
C. Iron( ) D. Steel( ) E. Other:
3. Wall Covering: ClapboardO()Board and Batten( )Wood Shingle( )Shiplap( )
Novelty( )Stucco(, )Sheet Metal( )Aluminum( )Asphalt Shingle( )
Arick Veneer( )Stone Veneer( )
obonding Patternt Other:
. 4. Roof Structure
. A. Truss: Wood( )Iron( )Sngel’ JConcrete( )
B. Other: .
- 5. Roof Covering: Slate( YWood Shingle( )Asphalt Shingle( )Sheet Metal( )
Built Up( )Rolled( )Tile({ )Other:
6. Engineering Structure'
7. Other: ’
Appendages: Porches(" )Towers( )Cupolas( YDormers( )Chimneys( )Sheds( )Ells({ )
Wings ( )Other:
Roof Style: GableQ()Hip( )Shed( )Flat( )Mansard( )Gambrel( )Jerkintuad( )
Saw Tooth( )With Monitor( WithBellcast( )With Parapet( )With False Front( )
Other _ | '
:Number of Stories: l/él
Number of Bays: 3 Entrance Location:CZL%JfZJZL
Approximate Dimensions: 23x ) »
/_leHREAT TC STRUCTURE: T LOCAL ATTITUDES:
No Threat( )Zoning( )Roads( ) Positive(x)Negative( )
Development( )Deterioration( ) Mixed( ) Other:
Alteration (X)dcher:
4
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st iunan ARGHLTECTUKAL OR STRUCTURAL DESCRIPTION: N

ELATED STRUCTURES:.  (Describe)

.o —gut_she &

oye A by o, T ek

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:

‘EFERENCES:

AP: (Indicate North In éirtlé)'"” SURROUNDING ENVIRONMENT:

t, DA Open Lane{( )Woodland( )Scattered Buildings( )
Moderately Built Up{g )Densely Built Up( )
Residential( )Commercial( )
Agricultural( )Industrial( )
Rcadside Strip Development( )

Other:
o
RECORDED BY:
East New Market Historic District Commissior
ORGANIZATION: h

Summer, 1985
- . . $4DATE RECORDED:




D-149

TRADING POST (Property of the East New Market Heritage Foundation)

Rectangular, 1% story, frame structure; gabled, asphalt tile roof. There is a
hole in roof where a chimmey once stood in the center of the gable. Frame is weather
board. Front facade has 3 bays; entrance in center. Boxed cornices has returns at
the side of gabled end. Windows 2 over 2. Gable window 6 over 6. Door has wide
boards on each side and horizontal molding over door and windows on first floor.

Left side is 2 bay asymmetrically placed to the rear of building. Shutters are
nailed to weather board.

In rear there is & modern window, 1 over 1, in gable and exposed plaster wall
on modern lathe. (Kitchen addition was destroyed during moving).

"Right side is 3-bay, entrance in 3rd, with projecting overhang, shed roof,
supported by brackets over door. Windows are different width size; 6 over 6.

Construction is visible and i{s post and beam,

TOWN OFFICE

1 story, wooden frame structure covered with corrugated tin. Rectangular, hip
roof covered with tin. Exposed rafters. 1 by 2 bays.

On right side there is a shed additiom.




D-149

Sara Rossing

TRADING POST

From: BETWEEN THE NANTICOKE AND CHOPTANK

Trading post, East New Market, Mid-eighteenth century; Public.

The area of Dorchester County near Secretary and East New Market held the
largest number of Indians in the eighteenth century, particularly after the
establishment of Indian reservations nearby. The history of relations between the
Indians and the settlers seems to have been fraught with animosity, but there were
also undoubtedly periods during which the two lived, hunted, and traded together
amicably. Although very little is known of the trading relations between the
Indians and the colonists, it is probable that trading posts or stores existed near
the large reservations in the north of the county.

Tradition has maintained that the Trading Post originally served this purpose
and served as the nucleus of the present town of East New Market. If true, the
Trading Post is the town's earliest commercial building. Recently moved to its
present location, it awaits rehabilitation as a local mugseum by the East New Market
Heritage Foundation,
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EAST NEW MAREKET BUSINESS
REFERENCES.

J. W. ANDREWS, Dealer in Dry Goods, Groceries,
Hais, Caps, Boots, Shoes, Hardware, Queensware,
Catlery, Tioware, Ready Made Clothing, Harness,
Notions, and all other articles wsually kept in a

country store. Residence and Store, Cabin Creck, WILLIAM R. HOOPER, Manufacturer of Boots

Md, - and Shoes. [ keep a fine assortment on  hand, and

K. B. FLETCHBR, Proprietor of the ** Upper Cabin for sale at all times. All kinds of work done from
Creek " Flouring Mill. Merchant and Custom work finest Calf to “ Plough Brogans.” Orders solicited,
done. Wheat and Com bought at all times. Cabin Repairing neatly done, Shop, East New Market.
Creek. W. 8. POTTER & SON., Propristors of “ Hally

B. F. SHERMAN, Proprictor of “ Lower Cabin Grove Canning Factory.” | kinds of Fruits
Creek Mills,"” Merchant and Castom work done. canned, and kept on band, and for sale at all times ;
Highest cash prices for Wheat and Com. Alsocon- Warranted as marked. Peaches aspecialty, Resi-
stable of East New Market District, P, 0. East dence and Canning Factory near East New Market,
New Market. Dorchester County, Md.

JAMES H. KBLLY, Proprietor of “ Little Brick H. . HOUSTON, Dealer in Drugs, Medicin
Mill,” Custom work dr times aml in a satie- Chemicals, Oils, Varnishes, Dve Stoffs, Fancy an

e - R |
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D-149

THE TRADING POST

East New Market, Dorchester Co., Md
Northeast elevation

12/87 Paul Touart photographer
Negative/MD Historical Trust
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THE TRADING POST

East New Market, Dorchester Co., MD
North elevation

12/87 Paul Touart photographer
Negative/MD Historical Trust









