
D-173 1893 
st. stephen' s P. E. Church 
East New Market 
public worship 

St. Stephen's P. E. Church stands as one of the most distinguished of the 

small Gothic Revival churches in Dorchester County. The single-story frame 

structure, erected in 1893, remains essentially unaltered with Gothic arched doors, 

colored glass windows, and patterned wood sheathing in the east gable end that 

assumes the shape of a cross. The interior is highly noteworthy for the pristine 

condtion in which the the finishes have survived. Matched board ceilings and 

walls are complemented by a exposed scissors truss roof system in addition to 

original Victorian furniture and lighting. 



Maryland Historical Trust 
State Historic Sites Inventory Form 

1. Name (indicate pref erred name) 

historic ST. STEPHENS EPISCOPAL CHURCH 

and/or common 

2. Location 

street & number North Main Street 

city, town East New Market __ vicinity of 

state Maryland county 

3. Classification 
Category 
__ dlstrict­
L- building(s) 
__ structure 
__ site 
__ object 

Ownership 
__ public 
__x_ private 
_both 
Public Acquisition 
__ in process 
__ being considered 
~not applicable 

Status 
~occupied 
__ unoccupied 
__ work in progress 
Accessible 
~ yes: restricted 
__ yes: unrestricted 
__ no 

Survey No. D-173 

Magi No. I 0 0 6 6 I 2 6 0 8 

DOE _yes no 

congressional district 

Dorchester 

Present Use 
__ agriculture 
__ commercial 
__ educational 
__ entertainment 
__ government 
__ industrial 
__ military 

__ not tor publieation 

First 

__ museum 
__ park 
__ private residence 
__x_ religious 
__ scientHic 
__ transportation 
__ other: 

4. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of all owners) 

name Trustees of the St. Stephens Episcopal Church 

street & number North Main Street telephone no.: 

city, town 
East New Market state and zip code Md 21631 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Dorchester Clerk of Circuit Court liber 

street & number Dorchester County Courthouse folio 

city, town Cambridge state Md 2 I 6 I 3 

6. Representation in Existing Historical surveys 

title Maryland Historic Sites Inventory 

date 1985 x __ federal __ state __ county __ local 

----. 
posltory tor survey records Maryland Historical Trust 

city, town Annapolis state Md 2 14 0 I 



7. Description 

Condition 
_excellent 
_x_ good 
_fair 

Check one 
_ deteriorated _ unaltered 
_ruins ~altered 
_unexposed 

Check one 
_.x_ original site 
_moved date of move 

Survey No. D-173 

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its 
various elements as it exists today. 

St. Stephen's P. E. Church stands on the west side of North Main Street 
in the town of East New Market, Dorchester County, Maryland. The Gothic 
Revival frame church faces east with the principal gable oriented on an 
east/west axis. Accompanying the church is a single-story parish hall that stands 
southwest of the church. (See D-661) 

Built in 1893, the single-story Gothic Revival frame church is supported by 
a continuous common bond brick foundation and sheathed with a uniform layer of 
aluminum siding. The steeply piched gable roof is covered with asphalt shingles. 
Rising from the east gable end is a small gabled belfry. 

The east (main) facade of the main block is partially covered by a single­
story, one-bay frame entry that is marked by a Gothic arched double-door 
entrance. Piercing the upper gable of the main block is a four-part colored 
glass window. The uppermost portion of the gable is distinguished by a cross, 
now covered by aluminum, which is part of a patterned wood surface design. 
The eaves to the roof are slightly extended. Fixed in the northeast corner of 
the foundation is the 1893 datestone. Also located in the northeast corner is an 
interior brick stove stack which rises above the level of the roof. The small 
gabled belfry has four arched openings, one on each side, with a white cross 
fixed on each elevation. The base of the belfry is finished with a decorative 
board pattern, and the gabled roof repeats the slope of the church ·roof. A 
small cross rises from the top of the belfry. 

The north side of the church is marked by four pairs of square colored 
glass windows, and a gabled dormer is marks the roof above the westernmost bay. 
The dormer, covered by a steeply pitched roof as well, is lighted by a Gothic 
arched colored glass window. The south side, on the other hand, is defined by 
two pair of colored glass windows as well as a shed roofed sacristy that occupies 
the third bay from the east. A narrow brick stove stack rises through church 
roof near the east edgd of the sacristy. The east side of the sacristy is pierced 
by a Gothic arched door, and the south side is marked by pair of colored glass 
windows. The west side of the church is a plain wall of horizontal aluminum 
siding aside from a cross in the upper gable that has been covered with aluminum 
as well. 

The church interior has not been significantly changed since construction 
in 1893. The sanctuary walls are covered by a combination of beaded board 
wainscoting and plaster, while the ceiling is entirely covered by a diagonal 
matched board sheathing. The scissors roof truss is exposed. The altar area, by 
contrast, is entirely covered by diagonal patterned beaded board, and the roof 
structure is concealed. Ditinguishing the raised altar is Victorian furniture. 
Opening through the south wall is a shallow paneled door that provides access to 
the sacristy, the interior of which is also covered with narrow beaded boards. 
Fixed on the west wall are double-door vestiment closets. 



8. Significance Survey No. D- 173 

Period 
_ prehistoric 
_ 1400-1499 

- 1500-1599 
- 1600-1699 

_ 1700-1799 
..x.__ 1800-1899 
_1900-

Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 
_ archeology-prehistoric _ community planning _ landscape architecture _A._ religion 
_ archeology-historic _ conservation _ law _ science 
_agriculture _economics _ literature __ sculpture 
~ architecture _education _ military _ social/ 
_ art _ engineering _ music humanitarian 
__ commerce _ exploration/settlement _ philosophy _theater 
_ communications _ industry _ politics/government _transportation 

_ invention _ other (specify) 

Specific dates I 8 9 3 Builder/ Architect 

check: Applicable C~iteria: 
and/or 

Applicable Exception: 

A _B ..x_C _D 

A B c D E F 

Level of Significance: _national _state ...x_local 

G 

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and 
support. 

st. stephen 's P. E. Church stands as one of the most unaltered of the 
Gothic Revival churches in Dorchester County. The rectangular frame is 
distinguished by a gabled belfry as well as series o:t" square, colored glass 
windows that pierce each side. A patterned wood sheathing incorporating a cross 
design marks the upper gable of the east end. Inside1 the late nineteenth­
century church has not been altered and rich honey-colo:r'.eq walls of patterned 
beaded board walls and ceilings are complemented' by period furniture and 
lighting. The scissors truss roof system remains exposed and finished in a natural 
color that matches the walls and ceiling. standing southwest of the church is an 
equally well preserved parish hall that was built during the early years of the 
twentieth century. (See D-660). 



9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No. D -173 

1 O. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property ________ _ 

Quadrangle name ______ _ Quadrangle scale 

UTM References do NOT complete UTM references 

ALi._J I I I I I I I I I ew I I I I I I I I 
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing 

cLLJ ~l_.__.--.-..-1 ~I ...1....-L_._....._.___, oLIJ I I I I 
E LJ I I ._I .......__.____.__ _ ___, F LJ...j I I I I 
GLJ.j I I HLJ.j I I I 
Verbal boundary description and justification 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 

name/title Paul Touart Architetural Historian 

organization Maryland Historical Trust date 10/3/87 

street & number 21 State Circle telephone 

city or town Annapolis state Maryland 21401 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by 
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated 
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and 
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of 
individual property rights. 

return to: Maryland Historical Trust 
Shaw House 
21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 269-2438 

PS-2746 
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~cellent ( ) Good M 
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ADDRESS: 
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ACCESSIBILITLTO PUBLIC: : ·THEME: 
Yes (v) No ( ) Restricted ( ) 
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DATE BUILT~ 
t.Rlf ~ National ( ) 
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Structural System ·· 

1. Foundation: StOiie(°)3~·ick00Concrete( )Concrete Block( ) 
2. Wall Struccure 

A. W<..od Frame: Post and Beam( )Balloon(A 
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4. 

5. 

~rick Veneer( )Stone Veneer( ) 
.c.onding Pattern! Other: 

Roof Structure • ,..., 
A. Truss: WoodoQiron( )'~~~J;.( .)Concrete( ) 
B. Other: · · · 
Roof Covering: Slate( )Wood Shingle( )Asphalt Shingle~Shcet Metal( ) 

Built Up( )Rolled( )Tile( )Other: 
6. Engineering Struc~~re: 
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Other: 

> . . . 

RECORDED BY: 

' 

East New Market Historic District Conunissio 
3oRGANIZATION: 

Summer, 1985 

DATE RECORDED: 



, I 
'-

, ' 

.-@ St. Stephen's Episcopal Church 
Route 16 
East New Market, Md. 21631 

Front entrance ha• five brick •tep• with landing and handrail•. Entrance 
ha• Gothic arched doubled leaf (con•idered one large bay). OVer ve•tibule there 
are four arched aection• with •quare colored gla•a window1. Wood panelling in 
gable with applied wooden cro11 aurroun4ed with roundell1. Atop the church is an 
open bel~ry •orrounded by four white croa1a1 (front, back, both •idea) and a 
ateeple Vi.ch al•o ha• a white croaa. 

On the left aide in the 1econd bay there i• a abed roof extenaion and aide 
entrance with brick atep1 and handrail•. Both 1idea are approxi .. tely four bay1 
deep which include• gabled dormer• and two bay1 with triple window• and two 
bay1 with double windowa. 

'there is an applied large white cro11 on the back. There are no window1. 

On the right of the entrance i• a corneratone: "St. Stephen's Episcopal 
Church 1893. " 

Haa a 1teep gabled roof with aaphalt 1hin1~e1 and two 1 brick chimneys. 

The building ha1 aluminum aiding. The entire foundation i• American bond brick. 

_@Parish Houae U-l?(.,O 

Hip roof wida -11 aai.. covered with aaphalt ahinglea. Ha• comer board• with 
frieze--encloaed overhanaing eavea. Ona atory rectangular building with weatherboard 
painted arty. Six-bay front and back. 

F~ont entrance baa ce .. nt atepa with handrail•. over the fourth bay, which 
extend• froa the main buildina.i• a two-row colored glaa1 tranaoat '11lree in•ide 
chimney• (front, back, right aide). Side entrance ha1 ce .. nt •tep1 with handrail•. 
Double wooden bottom door• with two-row colored al••• tranaoa~ Three bay1 on left 
and two bay1 on right. 

• 
On both the right and left aide• there i• a 1..all louvered gable for ventilation. 

Back entrance baa five hori&ontal panel• .. de of wood with a two-row colored gla11 
tranao•'° 

Tbe entire foundation i1 American bond brick. 



--
Sara Roasing 

1)-113 

Church, St. Stephen's 

A congregation of Anglican• (Epiacopaliana) had been worabipping in 
Eaat New Market, Md. (formerly Nev Market) on the Eaatem Shore aa early 
aa 1650-1675. In 1805 a chapel waa built for Anglican worahip where the 
preaent School atanda (building deatroyed). 'l'he preaent Epiacopal Church 
waa built in 1893. It atanda aurrounded by haadaome lawn• and ahaded by 
maplea. The interior pre1ent1 an atmoaphere and aenae of reverence found 
only in the Kouae of God where love exiata. 'l'ha br••• altarware ia unaurpaaaed 
for ita beauty. 

Parish Houae 
I 

Noter Prom l&'l.'WDN 'DIE IWITICOIE AND '1'HI CHOP'l'MllC 

St. Stephan' a :la one of the finaat of the rare uaaplea of lo-neaque 
Rlvival architecture in th• county. It i• a aolidly built fr ... church 
palate.ray. The atained glaH Vinclow on either aide of the door are 
-de up of •-11 multicolored •cauan p&M•. 'ftla interior ia very 
atrik.ing and hA. bean left virtually unchaaged, even down to the wooden 
cqdleaticb on the aid• of each pew. ~o the rear of St. Stephen' a 
i• a ••11 veatry, built at tba •- ti• and in a ai11Uar atyla to the 
cburah. 
'l'hi• i• the third lpiacopal church ta laat Nev Market, although it :la the 
firat on tbia particular aite. 'l.'lae aarlieat .. ntion of a church in town v1 
1794, and a aecoad oae va• built ia 1805, althouah vary little ta known aba 
either buildiq • 

• 
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Lake, Griffing and Stevenson 
Philadelphia, 1877 

~~!~ R •• ~OOP_:ER,. Manufacturer of Boots. 
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DORCHESTER CO. 

(Eut .. ~.IP" ¥arkel fiiK.J 

IA.ST NEW KA.RXE'l' BUSINESS 
BEFEBENOES. 

J. W . ANDR.llWS, D02lcrin Dry Goodt,Groccries, 
H:us, Cai:-, Bootl, Shea, ll:udw•tt, Qu untwore, 
CatlerY, Tin•an, RndJ ~lade Clochuq, Hamcq, 
Not10M, a11d all ocher arucles ....... 11,. l(cpt 1n a 
country siorc. Ruidl!nce nod Slorc, Cabin Creek, 
Md. 

lt. B. FLETCHER. l'rnpri..cor of the " Uwcr Cal>in 
Creek " Flouring Mill. )lcrc.han1 >11d Cu.tom work 
done. Wheat and Com bou1:h1 al all lime" Calnn 
~.le. 

B . F . SHER.MAN, l'ropc1etor of"Lowcr Ubin 
Creek Mills." Mtrchanl uid C.uto:n work dnnt, 
Highest cub prices for Wbul and Com. Allocoo· 
s12.hlc of East New ~tulat Ouuict, P. O. Eut 
Ntw ~larlcel. 

JAMES B KELLY, Proprittor of w Llulc Brick 
~I i •• C '\.'f m W'l"lrk J. n~ at all "JU"'' u:1l 1n a qtiJ.. 

WILLIAM R. HOOPDR. Manufocturct of Boots 
and Sboa. I keep a line a.oaonmenl 011 hand, and 
for sale al all 1imca. AJI kinda of work done f?OZD 
6ncs1 Calf io ~ Ploaah 8ropm." Ordas IOlici!ed. 
Rcpairinjt ncatlJ done. Shop, East !\ew Market. 

W . 8 . POTTllR 4c SON.. Jfroprictors of'• Holly 
Grove Cannine faaory." All lclnda of Fruits 
CIUUltd, and I.cpl on hand, and for ule al all times ; 
Wa:nnttd u marktd. Pttchts a ~cU!ty. Rcsl. 
dcncc and Canning Factory near East New Market, 
Dorclieatcr County, ~Id. 

H . W . HOUSTON, Dealer 111 Drags, ~ledic:inca, 
Chemical•. Oil<, \'>mishcs, Dye SrutTs, Fancy and 
-· - ~ ...;;;L.:.:_~ 
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ST. STEPHENS P. E. CHURCH D-
East New Market, Dorchester Co., MD 
South elevation 
10/87 Paul Touart photographer 
Negative/MD Historical Trust 





ST. STEPHENS P. E. CHURCH D-
East New Market, Dorchester Co., MD 
Interior 
10/87 Paul Touart photographer 
Negative/MD Historical Trust 





ST. STEPHENS P. E. CHURCH D-
East New Market, Dorchester Co., MD 
East elevation 
10/87 Paul Touart photographer 
Negative/MD Historical Trust 









ST. STEPHENS P. E. CHURCH D-/73 
East New Market, Dorchester Co., Md 
Interior 
10/87 Paul Touart photographer 
Negative/MD Historical Trust 





ST. STEPHENS P. E. CHURCH D-/13 
East New Market, Dorchester Co., MD 
Scissors truss roof system 
10/87 Paul Touart photographer 
Negative/MD Historical Trust 


