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- Rose Hill (D-186) 
Cambridge, MD 

continuation Sheet 7.2 
Description 

Update provided by Rita Suffness 
Architectural Historian 

Maryland State Highway Administration 
August 3, 1994 

The SHA architectural historian reviewed the documentation and was 
able to view a portion of the interior and examine photographs of 
the inside of the structure prior to its conversion to a medical 
center, after an a fire had gutted a good portion of the interior 
ca. 1980. We have concluded that the building has been greatly 
altered since its construction ca. 1920, with the most detrimental 
alterations evidently occurring as part of this conversion. It was 
constructed on the same site as the original 1855 building, and 
incorporated features from that structure. 

Rose Hill was originally constructed by William Bryne in 1855. The 
structure was extensively damaged in a fire of 1918 or 1919, with 
only the dining room surviving intact. It was burned while in the 
ownership of the Hirst family prior to its sale to the Wilsons. The 
Hirsts evidently constructed a replacement structure on the same 
site incorporating features from the original structure which were 
not destroyed in the fire. The property was later subdivided and is 
currently the location of a mid to late twentieth century 
subdivision. There are no extant period outbuildings. Christopher 
Weeks, in Between the Nanticoke and the Choptank: An Architectural 
History of Dorchester county. Maryland. (p. 127) reports that most 
of the house was rebuilt after this extensive damage by fire. 

As there are no reliable reports concerning the appearance of the 
replacement structure constructed by the Hirsts in the same 
location, it is difficult to speculate about how closely the 
appearance of the existing building approximates the one from the 
1920's, especially as the interior was burned and subsequently re­
built and/or renovated to conform to the needs of a medical clinic. 
There have been changes to both the interior and the exterior which 
have not only been highly detrimental to the architectural 
integrity of the structure, but have also disguised whatever 
original fabric may have been extant of earlier structure or 
structures. 

The existing structure, although greatly expanded with wings, has 
as its core a modified cruciform configuration, like the original, 
as shown in an article in page 194 of The Country Gentleman ( March 
25, 1858, Vol. XI, No. 12, Albany, New York). However, it is 
larger than its 1855 predecessor, despite the fact that the Hirsts 
apparently reused three chimneys and may have reused some of the 
existing walls or re-constructed them on the original footprint. 



- Rose Hill (D-186) 
Cambridge, MD 

Continuation Sheet 7.2 
Description 

Update provided by Rita Suffness 
Architectural Historian 

Maryland State Highway Administration 
August 3, 1994 

The dimensions of the existing basic structure, minus numerous 
extensions and additions, are generally larger than the original 
building constructed by Bryne. The strikingly different roof 
configuration, presence of dormers, different fenestration, and 
expanded size belie the superficial similarities to the original 
building constructed by Bryne. 

It is clear that this current structure, largely dating to the 
1920's, has undergone extensive change since it was evaluated in 
the early to mid 1970's as part of the us 50 project. New finishes 
and re-configuration of the interior space are evident in the 
structure. The fenestration has been radically reordered on the 
principal or north elevation, and all windows on the second level 
are replacement pre-fabricated examples. In addition, the doorway 
and its surround have been completely altered, and wings 
constructed on the east, south and west. The original porch on the 
west elevation has been enclosed, and the entire structure has been 
encapsulated with vinyl siding. The triangular pediment-like 
millwork which were located above the windows on the lower level 
have been removed. 
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RO~;;: EILL 

Rose Hill was ap~arently built in the 1870's or 

1880's by w. ~ilson Byrn, first president of the 

Ca~bridge and Seaford Railroad. It was at that time 

part of a 100 acre tract that fronted on the Choptank 

River. ~n even earlier farmhouse on the property was 

left standing to be occupied by farmhands, but was 

eventually destroyed by lightning. Sometime around 

1918 or 1919, the present Rose Hill suffered extensive 

damage from a fire. The west room survived the fire 

but most of the house was rebuilt at that time. Today 

the house, which has undergone further renovation since 

then, has the appearance of a simplified Queen Anne 

style frame house. 

D-18' 
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MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST 
t(JO 1'8 ~i.fl{oOflr 

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 
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HISTORIC 

Rose Hill 
AND/OR COMMON 

flLOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

503 Byrne Street 
CITY. l'OWN 

Cambridge 
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l·1aryland 
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_DISTRICT _PUBLIC 
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_SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION 
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DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

R. Lee Perkins 
STREET & NUMBER 

503 Byrne Street 
CITY. TOWN 

VICINITY OF 

STATUS 

X...OCCUPIED 

_UNOCCUPIED 

_WORK IN PROGRESS 

ACCESSIBLE 
;K.-YES RESTRICTED 

_YES UNRESTRICTED 

_NO 

Cambr idqe - VICINITY OF 

llLOCA TION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

1 
COUNTY 

Dorchester 

PRESENT USE 

_AGRICULTURE _MUSEUM 

X--COMMERCIAL _PARK 

_EDUCATIONAL X-PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

_ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS 

_GOVERNMENT _SCIENTIFIC 

_INDUSTRIAL _TRANSPORTATION 

_MILITARY _OTHER 

Telephone #: 228-8180 

STATE I zip code 
Maryland 21613 

Liber #: 172 
Folio #: 5 

REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC. Dorchester County Courthouse 
STREET & NUMBER 

CITY. TOWN 

206 High Street 

Cambridge 
STATE 

Maryland 

II REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

DATE 

DEPOSITORY FOR 

SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY. TOWN 

_FEDERAL -STATE _COUNTY _LOCAL 

STATE 

21613 



B DESCRIPTION 

_EXCELLENT 

x._GooD 

_FAIR 

CONDITION 

_DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_ UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_UNALTERED 

X__ALTERED 

CHECK ONE 

X.ORIGINAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE __ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Rose Hill has undergone extensive renovation since its 
construction in the 1870's or 1880's. It has the appearance, 
however, of a simplified ~ueen Anne style house. It is a 
large, assymetrical, frame house with a multiple hip roof. 
At the highest peak of the slate roof is a gallery or 
widow's walk. The front facade is five bays long, two of 
the middle bays projecting forward. l~ear the center of 
the front is an oriel window. Flanking the front door are 
pilasters and full length sidelights and above is a small 
transom light. There was probably a one story porch across 
the front at one time that has been removed. Triangular 
pediments have been added above the tall six over six sash 
windows on the first floor. A one story porch on the west 
is supported by Doric columns, and has a flat roof with a 
ballustrade. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



II SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

.-- '"EHISTORIC 

>00-1499 

_1500-1599 

_1600-1699 

_1700-1799 

X-1800-1899 

_1900-

......ARCHEOLOuY-PREHISTORIC X-COMMUNITY PL.ANNING 

......ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC _CONSERVATION 

......AGRICULTURI; _ECONOMICS 

X-ARCHITECTURE _EDUCATION 

......ART _ENGINEERING 

_COMMERCE _EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT 

_COMMUNICATIONS _INDUSTRY 

_INVENTION 

_LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

_LAW 

_LITERATURE 

_MILITARY 

_MUSIC 

_PHILOSOPHY 

_POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

History: 

_RELIGION 

_SCIENCE 

_SCULPTURE 

_SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

_THEATER 

_TRANSPORTATION 

_OTHER I SPECIFY) 

Rose Hill was a~parently built in the 1870 1 s or 1880's 
by N. Wilson Byrn, first president of the Cambridge and 
Seaford Railroad, and was at that time part of a 100 acre 
tract. However, there was an even earlier farmhouse on the 
property which was left standing when this house was built, 
and was occupied by farmhands until destroyed by lightning. 
Little is known about the original house. 

Mr. Byrn, who took an interest in landscaping, planted 
English yew, old English boxwood, cherry trees and evergreens 
on the property. Between the house and the water was a peach 
orchard. At tj1at time the 15 room frame house had a large 
reception hall with a spiral staircase and marble mantle­
pieces throughout. In 1887, the property was bought by 
Nr. and !Irs. John Hirst of Long Island. llr. Hirst, 1·,.1ho 
planted large fruit and vegetable patches on the property, 
was regarded as a pioneer in truckfarming on the Eastern 
Shore. In later years the property came into the possession 
of J. Howard Hirst, who like his father, took an interest 
in growing fruits and vegetables. Sometime around 1918 or 
1919, Rose Eill was practically destroyed by fire. It was 
renovated shortly afterwards, and then sold to Daniel \Tright. 
The west room, which survivied the fire, remained unclaanged. 
The house has undergone further renovations since its purchase 
by the present owner, R. Lee Perkins. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



IJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 
1877 Atlas 

Daily Banner, January 18, 1953, uRose Ilill, Lovely Landmark 
Goes Hodern", by Leila :a. Smith 

Mabel Wright, Radiance Drive, Cambridge, Maryland 

CONTINUE ON SE~ARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 

DiJGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY _______ _ 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 
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mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME f TITLE 
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
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Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
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THB COJLNT~ Y pENTLEMA~. 
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Persons ahoat to b11Ulll wlll And H ,.-utly to 
a.dvant...ge to pro.I · 
working dr&Whlp.' •• 
also bT mmI, to dilfere11• ~ of dll tl011ntry 
nnan COit. ·"' "' ; . . .. , . 

llhlta 011 Mura! llotH••· 
Al every man'• hlll1M • the pniJM theatre or his 

hosplt..lity, the ee&I. of 114\f f'rntt1on1 fhll home of 
most d1111.rly cherished b7 lilm and ihil place wh~H ill 
[>088MSOf enjoys the mflll!l !If hie trllll (llnllfnrt and h•P" 
plnes1, it may well deffm Ills mo116 ... mat ooniridera­
tion how he ean best &pplt the 11111llfll be proposes to 
appropria.le to bnildlng; 11 lio-, 1111 Ill '° m&ke It nu& 
only a shelter from cold aed bea• · · from storm end 
aunshine-a habita.tloo wl11•re himself 1u1d family may 
be lodged and fed, bnt, !hllt it mat be BO arranpd, 
oomtruoted and a.domed, as to mull It ""' oomfort&ble, 
oonvenient, expreulve 1111.i hee.utlflll 1M1 the oireum• 

sta.noos of the - will ..tl'llit. 
To aid In cultivating 11 tute for r11ra.I &rehitt1<1ture, 

we propooe to prepare and publlali, fl'<•ID ti~e ~ time, 
u unr professional eng"l"ments will tJ"rm•t, 1ll11•tra-
tions of some of the de11Je8 we hat' during 
the last few yea.rs, for l'<"'ntry ~hat b&H 

Roee Bill-the Ree!.llenco of W. Wilson Byrne, Esq. 

been built nuder cmr dlntt'liona. 'l'kll•• designs have 
been prepared to meet th!> varied fl'!lulrements of the 
different persons for wblll\I lhe ho1111'• were to be built. 
We do not offer them a~ model d~•lll'ns, suitable for 
any looa.tlon or site, or u*"'llY ad1tl'111d to the WMll 

of any one, except th• for w1111111 they were or· 

We &nJ p~~d to hue the ~pportunity of presenting our re&ders the aeoompa.nying engra.vlng a.nd pla.ns, 
nd ol promunng them further illnstra.ti(lll8 from the sa.me souroe. The following d11SCription from the aeoom­
p&hed a.rehltects, will explain itself, while we ha.ve re&80n to know that the gentleman for whom the design 

wu ma.de hu been highly plea.sell with the result." 
M:El!sll8. BDl:roas-The l\MOmpa.nylng design 

for a. villa residence Willi prepared fnr W. Wil80n 
Byrne, lbq~ a few ye&rs a.go, and earried out by 
him at "RDll8 Hill," bis beautiful pla.oo (Ill the 
Choptau river, nea.r Cambridge, M:d The po­
ai.tiou seleclled for the house ls on a elight eml· 
nenoe, a few hundred yttrda from the river bank, 
oommaudla& a poi ri&w up and down the river. 
The exl:eut al the w&lier prospect from the upper 
lltory al the tower iB very great. The gentle slope 
of the grounds ILi! they fall off from the honse­
a graeellll eurve of the noble old river in full view, 
and the expanding sheet of water it forms u It 
lows on to the Cbeu.pe&ke bay, a. few miles dis 
ta.nt-the la.rge m111111e1 of woodland, and the ea.sy 
Wldulat<onfl of. the l!Um>nnding oountry, give to 
thls site more of. the beautiful than the pietu­
reeq a. 

The view here given le of the river front. The 
approach to the honse Is from the opposite dlroo­
tion. The aooompanylng plans Ulnstra.te so clear· 
ly the general arrangement, a.nd the aooommoda.-
tion afferded, as to require but very little description 
Ill' explanation. The parlor, libra.ry and dining-room, 
are entered from the hall. The library oommunloo.tes 
with the parlor and dining-room. The principal stair­
- Is In the tower, entered from the hall. Tho kitch­
en, pantry, and private stalroue a.re oonnooted with the 
dining-room and library by a pBMage. The kitchen is 
aepa.ra.ted lrom the other rooms by the pantry and pu­
eage, thu excluding the fumes &nd heat of the kiteh· 
ea from the other parts of the house. 

The plan of the -nd story oontalns l!ve chambers, 
a bath-room, w&lier-eloset, and la.rp linen closet. The 
at.tie has three bed-rooms, a room to store carpet, and 
a tank left. 

I.a will be "Men by the l\MOmp&nying view, a l!ight 
el 1tep1 with heavy balnstra.de, give promine- to the 
eatra-. Th• broa.d verand&k is an -entlal feature 
Ill lUl Amerioan -try~. pa.rtloolady In the 
middle or -them stetea. The eaves have a broad 
projection, to shed the min &nd mow oft" from the honae. 
'tli.e wbldow from the chamber over the hall, ope1111 to 
th• b&loony over the ent.raaee door, fr<lllll whloh a poi 
riew of. tile rinw le obtained; tllie baloony Ill altered 

• 
VCftANDAM. 

• 
~·j''"~l! 1r1x2:.o 

PLAN ~TfLOOR. 

by the projecting hood over the wind-. Tile oreal 
window of the cha.mber over the library, and the baJ. 
oooy o'l"flr the porch In the rooess, are llappy fea.tnres 
in the oompositioo. The high pit.eh and gra.eeful 

c,14,BC'.lt 
1£.ZX1'>~i1 

2'!" FLOOR. 

llUr?ell of the roof add Deanty ti! the design, and lay 
the arrangement and gronpla& of the different pa.rts, 
- Uaink a pleaai.ng outline Ill obtained and a poi af­
fecit pndueed, wlt.b:out a aaeri6ee of -venieaae of ,._, 

igin&lly prepared, a.nd "fere to OOOUIJY 

but that they ma.y giVll N perso111 ~re about to 
build, some useful hint11

1 
!Ind serve 11• 1tepp~ag stoaes In 

their sea.rob for a. design Ulat will m,~l tbe1r partlualar 
wents and requirementll. hos. A J ){. DrxoN, .A.rchi· 
tecta. 117 Baltimnre filt., Baltimot·f, Md. 

Tilgate on 0(\llmlllll r111wer11. 

Jlb:BSRS. ~DITOl!l!-W;:;;m nil rwtension1 to 1114· 
n.ry merit, bnt sometlmM lay hold ..t tbe pen to while 
away the evening of 11. ~g mlll» 1111'1 have 1!1111wy 
hands and arms from ba11dl1D11 the 11"'J11 and tbe h__. 
having mneh more·f&ith la the plow11h11re and prwiiug­
hook than the ewo'rd-aitd If the Jolllngs of wba.\ ,.. 
sometimes hea.r in followl!lf our da.Uy 11vooation1 
fiowers, and the praotioe'" sometJ111\ll follow in 
forts to assist nature In '"11olding; 11'1 varied ehiuma, 
can be of any benefit to re numen•ll• readers In tbolr 
attenti(lllS a.t the shrine Ill Jlora. or utber less ahow7 
bat equally inviting an<l ..,re re111111111ratin~ lield~ of 
gardening, they are ·vf¥fl •IM>h at r11r service. Cold 
Is the heart that reoolvee IW warmt.11 from the preaenco 
of fiowers, and desolats tM home 1a11t bu not 11011101 

shedding their beauty lllLli frlLJl'flli"° around. The 
farm ls ill la.Id ont that !IM Bet II.I ~uds and pr­
dena for 1upplying the~ with bllllfles -nd only 
to tbelltalf of life. Tho>I ,._ mo!U\l lldmit, (a.nd they 
a.re far more numerous tllM ill 1up~1) that atlll g•t 
along without the luur* the bnt,\!lld will ILl!Siat in 
producing, lose a treat tMy bardl.f dream ol I while 
expensive livlnir amOlllll * wHlll\11 yet no vine• 
ry; line studs of costly ...-, yet II>' llnl<ln-hou1~; 
abort, expellllive dwellln~ au.I 1u1 garden, mwit 

surely indieats a petul- kind wJ humanity, a11d 
often feel the want of ,.-t.hing tit\ iwdea.r that Ullle 

holllle with the earn• l>i;i111e. It Is time 
however, to ba.ve done introd~Y remarks, Mid 
we will open with & 

Cmin11lll 
h the name too wllM\ ND.der- ~ eannot be wl:lf•n 

it lnclwlee 110 many tbAI lkiin: !or ai-. 
Ia not the Pansy, wbl.tlll ~lit.I trillOlot, a 
oommon tawer, yet. le h l!lilt a llower 1 1..ooll 
in yonder field, and o_...11 tilt 
left it-how bu it Im~ with 
gtmlen '! There it ill 1Mll and """'Q-11t1te, 

pretty,) while In the p!'ln it II 
In ontline, rich In color, flllllJli! ~ t~~ elf· 
spring of eo tiny a plalll'. hell h1"fll ~ the &­
ple'a," and receive pretq-... 'I here ii 
In "Rearti!elLl!e" hid ndl --P I -ms, 80 

mnst ha.ve one ei:.pbat~ dMlr e'il'i i h Is this, 111Mler 
-"La.dies Delight." I'-~ fiowen ban 
oommon tllLlllU, Md tkJ - a f'l(ld purpose I nr 
little ones llsp them, tk1 .,- l!IP ~ the~ lllld Ion 
them. Can more be l11i&4 • dleif fa11'11/ 1 Fnendl,y fu­
mer, have yon got a Id a lllhr\ll pu dwellln11 u4 



ROSE HILL---The 
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'I,OWSONTOvVN, I\iD., SAT-

esidence of vV. \Y'ilson Byrne, Esq., 
GE, DORCHESTER COUNTY; Mn.) 

MR. EDITOR :-'V c send you the second set of our I11ustrations of designs for Country Residences. ' 
.. , · , , r 1 • t •• '~ • t ,. r ' i' ,.. ". • • 1 , r , 1 

Possibly the forerunner of Dorchester County Site No. D-186 

from Baltimore County Advocate, November 6, 1858. 
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"'Rose Hill 
Cambridge, Maryland PLC 172/5 -;ci0-~:. / 

\_ ? ' ' 7 _,. \ 
Rose Eill was built in 1855 by William Wilson Byrn on 115 acres){~ r 

of land situated on the south shore of the Choptank River just east 

of Cambridge. Byrn was born in 1811 in Cambridge, taught school for a 

time and then entered his father's store as a clerk. Between 1838 and 

1855, he was in the dry goods business in Baltimore. Byrn retired to 

Cambridge in 1855, built Rose Hill and engaged in farming and stock 

raising. He was a leading figure in securing a railroad and other 

internal improvements for Cambridge after the Civil War. Byrn convinced 

local interests of the need for a railroad. Construction began in 

1867, financed by a combination of state, county and private funds, and 

the first train ran between Cambridge and Seaford, Delaware on 

November 8, 1869. Byrn also served as first president of the Dorchester 

and Delaware Railroad as it wasknown until 1883, and was largely respon-

sible for securing federal aid in widening and dredging Cambridge harbor 

in the 1870's. 

The railroad fell into debt in the early 1880's and was sold to 

the Pennsylvania Railroad in 1883. Byrn was also forced to sell Rose 

Hill to pay off his creditors. John Hirst of New YOrk purchased the 

property in 1887. THe house and farmland passed to his son J. Howard 

Hirst, who was also forced to sell the property in 1931 to pay his debts. 

ft that time it still consisted of most of the original acreage that 

Byrn purchased in 1852, extending from the Choptank River south between 

what is now Dorchester Avenue and Crusader Road to the railroad tracks 

in the vicinity of Washington Street. Since the 1920's the land has 

been subdivided into smaller building lots. THe present owners bought 

the house in 1971. 

Rose Hill is historically important frcm its association with Byrn 

and the building of the railroad to Cambridge, a development that made 



Rose Hill 
Cambridge, Maryland(continued) 

--
possible the expansion of truck farming, vegetable canning and oyster 

packing in the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries by 

providing easy access to national markets. These industries were 

responsible for the economic growth of Cambridge after 1880. 

Sources: 

Dorchester County Courthouse, Cambridge, Maryland 

Court Records. 

Land Records. 

Mortgage Records 

Will Records. 

Dorchester County Office Building, Cambridge, Maryland. 

Assessment Records. 

Baltimore Sun, May 1, 1877. 

The Biographical Cyclopedia of Representative Men of Maryland and 

District of Columbia, Baltimore: National Biographical Publishing 

Co., 1879, p. 17-18. 
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Road House.'' You will find 10ur stoppmc p1ace 
the only first claa Hotel in town. 

8. B. BJllll'l'B, Proprictcr of the "Feden.lsbu'lt, 
Honse." Head quarters for the tranlme tnule • 

.TOBBPB 'I'. DA. VIB, Proprietor of Saw Mill, and 
Dealer in Hard and Soft Lumber, Peach and Berry 
Bos es. 

B. P. CBA.M'.Blll'lB, Real F.atate Agent. Feder­
alsburg, Md. 

W . .T. DA. VIS, Merchant and General Dealer in Dry 
Goods, Groceries, Notiom, Hai., Capo, Boots, 
Shoes, Queeusware &c. 

CJA.B.BBT'l' a: BEDBll..6.D, Confecaonen and 
Dealers In Groceries Notions, &c. 

W. B. STA. T'l'Oll, n;;;;;;;, and Dealer in StoYes, 
a:c. 
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