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Cambridge Passenger Station 
Cambridge 
c. 1901-06 
Private 

The old Cambridge Passenger Station, built by the Pennsylvania Railroad after its 

acquisition of controlling interest in the peninsular railroad system in 1891 , is one of the 

largest and best preserved of the train depots on the Eastern Shore of Maryland. Built in 

a combination of brick and frame construction practices, the rectangular structure is 

covered by a hip roof extended by broad kicked eaves common to early twentieth 

century stations. The kicked eave is underpinned by large triangular brackets that support 

a long plate on which decorated kick rafters rest. This sizable station is an exemplary 

survival of the prominent stations built in the populous Eastern Shore towns during the 

~ early twentieth century. Even more elaborate stations were erected in Salisbury and 

Pocomoke City in the decade that followed the construction of the Cambridge station. 

These buildings stand in direct contrast to the smaller frame or occasional brick Victorian 

structures erected along the main trunk line or its spur lines during the infancy of railroad 

transportation between the late 1860s and early 1870s. Emblematic of the early 

twentieth date of the Cambridge station are the original Art Deco inspired copper and 

glass lanterns that survive at each doorway. 

The structures that have accommodated rail passengers or freight to and from 

Cambridge have been replaced and/or modified many times as an analysis of the graphic 

images of the right-of-way reveals. Originally laid in 1867-68, the Dorchester & 

Delaware Railroad was a long spur line connecting Cambridge to the main trunk line 

station at Seaford. The earliest known graphic delineation known for the city' s right-of-



During the fourth quarter of the nineteenth century Cambridge exploded in 

population, industry and commerce, in large part due to the construction of the railroad 

as well as the dredging of the shipping channel in Cambridge Creek a few years later. 

By 1870, the city's population stood around 1,500 residents. In the decades that followed 

the city grew exponentially, and by 1900 the number of city dwellers had quintupled. 

The city's growth and need for better passenger accommodations served as the apparent 

catalysts to convince the directors of the Pennsylvania Railroad to finance a new station 

in Cambridge. When the new Sanborn-Perris Insurance Map of the city was released in 

July 1906, the new station was in place. 

The Cambridge Passenger Station remained in use until the post World War II era 

when personal travel by rail diminished as individuals turned increasingly to their private 

automobiles. After the passenger service was discontinued, the station was used in part 

as a Trailway bus stop. In 1975, the Hubert S. Nichols Real Estate Company leased the 

building, and two years later it was acquired by Charles C. Powell for his real estate firm. 

The building remains under the Charles C. Powell name, and it is owned and managed by 

Valerie Powell Brown and her husband, Jeffrey W. Brown. 
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historic Cambridge & Seaford Passenger Depot, New, York, Philadelphia & Norfolk Railroad Company 

other Cambridge Passenger Depot 

2. Location 
street and number 200 Trenton Street not for publication 

city , town Cambridge vicinity 

county Dorchester 

3. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of all owner 

name Jeffrey W. Brown and Valerie Powell Brown 

street and number 200 Trenton Street telephone 410-228-9333 

city , town Cambridge state MD zip code 21863 

4. Location of Legal Description 
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Dorchester County Clerk of Court 

city, town Cambridge tax map 301 tax parcel 

5. Primary Location of Additional Data 
___ Contributing Resource in National Register District 
___ Contributing Resource in Local Historic District 
___ Determined Eligible for the National Register/Maryland Register 
___ Determined Ineligible for the National Register/Maryland Register 
___ Recorded by HASS/HAER 
___ Historic Structure Report or Research Report at MHT 

6. Classification 

Current Function 

liber MLB 629 folio 449 
5098 tax ID number 07-156030 

Resource Count Category 
__ district 
_ x _building(s) 
__ structure 
__ site 
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__ public 
_ x_private 
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____ buildings 

__ object 
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__ funerary 
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_ x _transportation 
__ work in progress 
__ unknown 
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__ other: 

sites ----
___ structures 
____ objects 
____ Total 

Number of Contributing Resources 
previously listed in the Inventory 



7. Description 

Condition 

i_ excellent 
_good 

fair 

deteriorated 
ruins 
altered 
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Prepare both a one paragraph summary and a comprehensive description of the resource and its various elements as it 
exists today. 

DESCRIPTION SUMMARY 

The former Cambridge Passenger Station, now the headquarters for the Charles C. Powell, Inc. 
Realty Company, stands at 200 Trenton Street on the east side of Cambridge Creek in Cambridge, 
Dorchester County, Maryland. The early twentieth century train depot, built between 1901 and 1906, 
is a large hip roofed frame structure that is flanked by paved streets and former, and now abandoned, 
railroad right-of-ways. The principal front as a real estate office is the northeast elevation, and the 
main ridge of the hip roof is oriented on a northwest/southeast axis. The long rectangular structure 
has a brick-faced knee wall or bottom section and a wood shingled upper section with projecting 
ticket booths extending forward in the center of the northeast and southwest elevations. The entire 
structure is covered hip roof that has a broad kicked eave supported by timber brackets and kick 
rafters that have decorated ends. 

GENERAL DESCRIPTION 

Built between 1901 and 1906, the former Cambridge Passenger Station, built by the Pennsylvania 
Railroad System, is a large single-story, hip roofed frame structure erected in brick and frame 
materials along the original right-of-way acquired for the Dorchester & Delaware Railroad when it 
was stretched from Seaford, Delaware to Cambridge Creek in 1867-68. The northeast (principal) 
elevation is an eight-bay fayade with a projecting ticket bay in the center flanking by a combination 
of doors and windows to each side. The lower half of the wall surface is laid in stretcher bond 
brick, whereas the upper surface is sheathed with wood shingles. Large, triangular bracket supports 
underpin a broad kicked eave that is laid atop long kick rafter with decorated ends. Fixed atop the hip 
roof is a small hip roofed dormer. Piercing the hip roof are two brick stove stacks that served to 
provide exit for the stoves that heated the interior. The building interior is lighted by unusual six
over-six sash windows framed by ogee backband surrounds, and the separate door openings are 
glazed above the lock rail and paneled below. Enhancing each of the door openings on the northeast 
and southwest sides are original octagonal shaped Art Deco style copper lanterns. The octagonal 
lantern body has vertically ribbed glass panes and relief decoration within the octagonal base and 
crest in the Art Deco style. The lantern is capped by a pointed octagonal cover executed in opaque 
glass and copper ribs. 

The northwest end of the station is two bays across with each bay defined by the triangular roof 
brackets and six-over-six sash windows. The southwest side is similar to the northeast side with a 
projecting ticket bay and flanking door and window openings. The same triangular brackets support 
the roof and the series of kick rafters. Fixed atop the roof is another hip roofed dormer. The 
southeast end of the station is two bays across with a former door opening closed down and infilled 
with a later window. 



8. Significance 

Period 

1600-1699 
1700-1799 
1800-1899 

x 1900-1999 
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Specific dates 
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_ archeology 
x architecture 
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Construction dates 

Evaluation for: 

___ National Register 
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Check and justify below 

economics 
education 

_ engineering 
entertain menu 

recreation 
_ ethnic heritage 
_ exploration/ 

settlement 

health/medicine _ performing arts 
_ industry _ philosophy 

invention _ politics/government 
_ landscape architecture religion 

law science 
literature _ social history 

_ maritime history lL transportation 
_ military other: 

ArchitecUBuilder 

____ Maryland Register ----"-x __ not evaluated 

Prepare a one-paragraph summary statement of significance addressing applicable criteria, followed by a narrative discussion of the 
history of the resource and its context. (For compliance projects, complete evaluation on a DOE Form - see manual.) 

SIGNIFICANCE SUMMARY 

The old Cambridge Passenger Depot, built by the Pennsylvania Railroad after its acquisition of 
controlling interest in the peninsular railroad system in 1891 , is one of the largest and best preserved of 
the train depots on the Eastern Shore of Maryland. Built in a combination of brick and frame 
construction practices, the rectangular structure is covered by a hip roof extended by broad kicked eaves 
common to early twentieth-century railroad stations. The kicked eave is underpinned by large triangular 
brackets that support a long plate on which decorated kick rafters rest. This expansive passenger station 
is an exemplary survival of the prominent stations built in the populous Eastern Shore towns during the 
early twentieth century. Even more elaborate stations were built in Salisbury and Pocomoke City in the 
decade that followed the construction of the Cambridge Passenger Depot. These buildings stand in 
direct contrast to the smaller frame or occasional brick Victorian stations erected on the peninsula during 
the infancy of train transportation between the late L 860s and early 1870s. 

HISTORY AND SUPPORT 

The structures that have defined rail transportation in Cambridge have been replaced and modified many 
times as an analysis of the graphic images of railroad right-of-way reveal. Originally laid in 1867-68, 
the Dorchester & Delaware Railroad was a long spur line connecting the main line of the Delaware 
Railroad at Seaford. The earliest graphic delineation known for the railroad right-of-way and its 
improvements was drawn on the Cambridge city map as included in the Lake, Griffing, and Stevenson 
atlas, printed in 1877 .1 A small group of frame buildings stood in approximately the same location as 
the extant station, sandwiched between Railroad A venue on the east and Trenton Street on the west. A 
freight house, an engine house, and what appears to be a small passenger depot were the principal 
structures. At the end of line on Cambridge Creek was the wharf and oyster packing establishment of 

1 John L. Graham , The 1877 Atlases and Other Early Maps of the Eastern Shore of Maryland, Wicomico Bicentennial 
Committee, p. 77. 
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Capt. 0. P. Johnson . In 1883, the Dorchester & Delaware Railroad was purchased by the Philadelphia, 
Wilmington, and Baltimore Railroad, and the line was renamed the Cambridge & Seaford Railroad. 2 

The next graphic delineation of the right-of-way was printed in 1891 with a new issue of the 
Sanborn-Perris Insurance Map Company depicting Cambridge's improvements since 1885 . The freight 
and passenger depots appear basically where they had been designated in 1877.3 However, by the time 
the 1896 map had been drawn five years later, the railroad station had been relocated closer to the old 
Johnson wharf, north of Maryland Avenue.4 Five years after that, by 1901, the freight and passenger 
stations had been relocated on the south side of Maryland A venue and were fronted by long train 
platforms.5 On the east side of the right-of-way was a complex of support structures including a coal 
bin, turntable, engine house and another "freight depot." By that time the right-of-way had been 
expanded with a short spur line to the east to connect part of the large complex of the Cambridge 
Manufacturing Company, which had a "Corn and Hominy Mill" directly on the siding.6 

During the fourth quarter of the nineteenth century Cambridge exp loded in population and 
commerce, in large part due to the construct ion of the railroad as well as the dredging of the shipping 
channel in Cambridge Creek to facilitate add itional industry and commerce along its shorelines. By 
1870, the city's population stood around 1,500. In the decades that followed the city grew 
exponentially, and by 1900 the number of people in the county seat had quintupled. The city's growth 
and need for better passenger accommodat ions served as the catalysts to convince the directors of the 
Pennsylvania Railroad to finance a new station in Cambridge. When the new Sanborn-Perris Insurance 
Map of the city was released in July 1906 the new station was in place.7 

The Cambridge Passenger Station remained in use until the post World War II era when personal 
travel by rail diminished greatly as individuals turned to their independently owned automobiles. After 
the passenger service was discontinued, the stat ion was used in part as a Trai lways bus stop. In 1975, 
the Hubert S. Nichols Real Estate Company leased the property and converted it to their headquarters. It 
has remained in use as a realty office under the name Charles C. Powell Realtors to the present day. 

2 John C. Hayman, Rails Along the Chesapeake: A History of Railroading on the Delmarva Peninsula, 1827-1978, p. 50. 
3 Sanborn-Perris Insurance Map Company, 1891 , Library of Congress. 
4 Sanborn-Perris Insurance Map Company, 1896, Library of Congress. 
5 Sanborn-Perris lnsucance Map Company, May 1901 , Sheet 13, Library of Congress. 
6 Sanborn-Perris Insurance Map Company, May 1901 , Sheet 12, Library of Congress. 
7 Sanborn-Perris Insurance Map Company, July 1906, Sheet 13 , Library of Congress. 
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Cambridge Passenger Depot 
200 Trenton Street 
Cambridge, Maryland 

Map 301 , Parcel 5098 

MLB 629/449 Charles C. Powell 

to 

Inventory No. D-187 

1.14.2005 Jeffrey W. Brown and Valerie Powell Brown 

PLC 204/613 

5.26 .1977 

$241 ,000 

Richard W. Blanchette, Richard C. Bond, John H. McArthur, 
Trustees of the Penn Central Transportation Company 

to 

Charles C. Powell 

$30,000 23 ,362 square feet 
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FJH 7/410 

4.1.1869 

Thomas J. Clark, Susan E. Clark, his wife, Samuel T. Hopkins, 
Andrew 0. Oxenham and Elizabeth A. Oxenham, all of Talbot 
County 

to 

Dorchester & Delaware Railroad Company 

$1,000 "Woolford's Regulation" 

... southeast side of Cambridge Creek ... which is covered by and 
included within the depot grounds and roadway of the said 
company as now located .. . Beginning at a point on the devision 
line between the lands of W. Wilson Byrn and the lands of the 
parties of the first aforesaid .. . to the north side of the arm or 
branch of Cambridge Creek opposite to Shepherd ' s Steam Mill .. . 
to the North side of the arm on the branch of Cambridge Creek 
which runs between the ice house and dwelling on the said tract 

containing nine acres, one rood, and seven square perches 
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10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of surveyed property 28,241 square feet 
Acreage of historical setting 
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Verbal boundary description and justification 

The metes and bounds of this property are coincidental with the current boundary of the lot. 
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The Maryland Inventory of Historic Properties was officially created by an Act of the Maryland Legislature 
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D-187 
Dorchester and Delaware Railroad Depot 
Trenton Street, Cambridge 
Private 

Circa 1870 

The former Cambridge railroad depot, now used as a real estate office, is typical 

of small-town depots on the Eastern Shore: it is, for example, almost identical to the 

one in Easton. It is a simple rectangular frame structure with a hip roof with a wide 

overhang supported by diagonal bracing. The center of both sides is a protruding 

portion, probably the former ticket office. Three bays flank the office on each side. 

One small dormer is located approximately in the center on both main facades. 

It was built sometime after 1869 when the Dorchester and Delaware Railroad 

bought the land. The railroad itself was completed that same year between Cambridge 

and Seaford, Delaware, where it connected to a trunk line going to Wilmington and 

eventually to Philadelphia. The railroad provided easy access to regional and national 

markets for the seafood and farm produce of Dorchester County, and helped cause 

Cambridge's rapid economic expansion and population growth in the late-nineteenth 

and early-twentieth centuries. (The Dorchester and Delaware went bankrupt in 1883, 

however, it was sold to the Pennsylvania Railroad, which renamed it the Cambridge 

and Seaford.) 

With the decline of rail passenger service in the mid-twentieth century, the station 

fell into disrepair, and even suffered the indignity of serving for a time as a bus station. 

In 1975, the Hubert S. Nichols real estate firm leased the entire station and converted 

it into the company's head office. Thus, the building now serves as an excellent 

example of adaptive use, putting an old neglected structure to a new practical use. The 



station has been repainted in the original colors, and railroad antiques have been 

collected and placed in the office to complement the late-nineteenth century 

atmosphere. The office is said to date from 1869. 
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200-202 Trenton Street 
Cambridge, Maryland FJH 7/410 

This building is an example of a small railroad station of the 

late Nineteenth Century and is identical to the one in Easton,Maryland. 

It was built sometime after 1869 when the Dorchester and Delaware 

Railroad bought the land. The railroad was completed that same year 

between Cambridge and Seaford, Delaware, where it connected to a trunk 

line going to Wilmington and Philadelphia. The railroad provided easy 

access to regional and national markets for theseafood and farm produce 

of Dorchester County, resulting in rapid economic expansion and population 

growth for Cambridge in the late Nineteenth and early Twentieth centuries. 

The Dorchester and Delaware went bankrupt in 1883, however, and was 

sold to the Pennsylvania Railroad, which renamed it the Cambridge and 

Seaford. With the decline of rail passenger service in the mid-twentieth 

century the station fell into disrepair, part of it serving for a time 

as the Trailways Bus Station. In 1975, Hubert S. Nichols Real Estate 

leased the entire station from the Penn Central Railroad and converted 

it into the company's head office. THe present building is an excellent 

example of the use ofhistoric preservation in putting an old, neglected 

structure to practical use. The station has been repainted in the 

original colors and railroad antiques have been collected and placed 

in the office to compliment the late Nineteenth century atmostphere. 

The office safe issaid to date from 1869. 

Sources: 

Dorchester County Courthouse, Cambridge, Maryland 

Land Records. 

Interview, Charles Powell , Vice President, Hubert S. Nichols 

Real Estate, 200=202 Trenton Street, Cambridge, Maryland. 
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200-202 Trenton Street (continued) 

Sources (continued): 

Scrapbook in the possession of Charles Powell, Hubert S. Nichols 

Real Estate, 200-202 Trenton Street, Cambridge, Maryland 

Research by: 

Terrance P. Walbert 

1976 
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