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There are only a handful of early dwellings in Maryland that represent an extreme in 

height of achievement in any single period, and John's Point, which formerly stood on 

Woolford Neck, embodied the highest level of domestic design and sophistication 

known for the second quarter of the eighteenth century. Estimated to have been built 

during the 1730s or 1740s, John's Point was an impressive story-and-a-half T-shaped 

brick dwelling that recalled plan and construction practices that echoed those of the late 

seventeenth century, but were clearly part of the generation that followed. Assembled on 

a wide brick foundation defined by a beveled watertable, the Flemish bond walls were 

accented with a two-course beltcourse, and they were capped by steeply pitched 

jerkinhead roofs. The two front rooms, served by comer fireplaces, were sizable spaces 

measuring 18' by 18' each. In the third room, which essentially recalled the stair tower 

form of the seventeenth century, rose a generously sized staircase with a walnut handrail. 

John's Point history is associated with two of the most prominent families in 

Dorchester County's past, the Woolfords and the Ennalls. Born in Somerset County on 

July 20, 1670, Roger Woolford relocated to Dorchester with his marriage to Elizabeth 

Ennalls on August 5, 1695. At the age of 25, and descending from a prominent Somerset 

gentry family, Roger Woolford married into one of the wealthiest Dorchester families. 

At the time of their nuptials, the couple was provided two tracts on the Little Choptank 

River, one called "John's Point" of 200 acres, and another called "Addition to John's 

Point," with 145 acres, from Elizabeth's brother, John Ennalls. The transfer included, 



"together with all the stock of cattle and hoggs now being on and belonging unto the said 

two Tracts." Evidently, up and to that time, the 345 acres on what became known as 

Woolford Neck, was used for grazing of Ennalls family livestock, but its strategic 

location surrounded by water was an enviable site to establish a family estate. Over the 

course of the following thirty-five years, Colonel Roger Woolford (or Woollford) added 

much to his Dorchester County holdings from John Anderson, Edmund MacKeele, 

among others. Colonel Roger Woolford, identified as a "gentleman" in the land records, 

was also politically active as a justice of the provincial court. Roger and Elizabeth 

Woolford had many sons and daughters, their first born were twins, Mary and Elizabeth, 

who were followed by John, Thomas, Rosanna, and Sarah. At this death in 1730, he 

· bequeathed in his will many hundred of acres of land, both in Somerset and Dorchester 

counties. To his wife Elizabeth, and grandson, Roger, he left his dwelling plantation with 

the following tracts, "John's Point," "Addition to John's Point," "Woolford's Meadows," 

"Woolford's Outlet" and "Woolford's Pasture." The brick house was could possibly 

have been built at the end of his life, but more likely during the decades that followed by 

either Thomas (b. about 1700) or his son Roger. 
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street and number Lane off of Taylor ' s Island Road 
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county Dorchester 

3. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of all owner 

name 

street and number telephone 

city, town . Cambridge state MD 

4. Location of Legal Description 
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Dorchester County Clerk of Court 

city , town Cambridge tax map 

5. Primary Location of Additional Data 
___ Contributing Resource in National Register District 
___ Contributing Resource in Local Historic District 

tax parcel 
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__ object 
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__ government 
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__ work in progress 
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7. Description 

Condition 

excellent 
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fair 

deteriorated 
_x _ ruins 

altered 
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Prepare both a one paragraph summary and a comprehensive description of the resource and its various elements as it 
exists today. 

DESCRIPTION SUMMARY 

The second quarter of the eighteenth century brick dwelling known as "John's Point" stood on a neck of 
land bounded by Madison (or Tobaccostick) Bay and Woolford Creek in Madison Election District of 
Dorchester County, Maryland. The story-and-a-half T-shaped Flemish bond brick dwelling stood until 
the second quarter of the twentieth century. It represented an extreme height in early eighteenth century 
domestic architecture for the Eastern Shore. 

The principal (front) elevation was a four-bay fa9ade with two center doors and flanking windows. 
The Flemish bond front wall was defmed by a molded watertable. Stretching across the story-and-a-half 
elevation was a two-course beltcourse. The house was covered by a jerkinhead roof, a roof form 
indicative of the second quarter of the eighteenth century. 1 Rising from the rear corners of the front 
block were single flue brick chimneys topped by corbelled and banded caps. Two dormers, probably 
added during the early nineteenth century, were positioned on the lower slope of the wood shingled 
jerkinhead roof. 

T he side elevations were dominated by the clipped gable or jerkinhead roof, with the single flue stack 
rising from the corners. The two-course beltcourse continued around the sides and encircled the rear 
wing of the T-shaped house. 

The rear leg of the T-shaped dwelling was covered with a jerkinhead roof, and it contained the 
staircase, according to a plan drawn and published by Henry Chand lee Forman in his work Manor and 
Plantation Houses of Maryland, printed in 1934. At the time the house was in ruin at the time and he 
drew reconstruction elevations from the remnants of the house combined with historic images of two 
sides. The side wall of the rear leg was uninterrupted by window openings, thereby indicating the 
presence of the staircase rising in the location indicated by Forman's plan. The upper level of the 
narrow wall of the leg was pierced by a series of segmental arched window. 

There are no interior views known of the house. Henry Chandlee Forman described the handrail 
being of walnut, which was common for this time period in the gentry class dwellings. 

1 Another Eastern Shore house built with ajerkinhead roof stands in Somerset County and it is known as The Reward , which was 
dated by a dendrochronological study to 1750. 



8. Significance 
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economics 
education 

_ engineering 
entertainment/ 

recreation 
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_ exploration/ 

settlement 

health/medicine _ performing arts 
_ industry _ philosophy 

invention _ politics/government 
_ landscape architecture religion 

law science 
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Architect/Builder 

____ Maryland Register -~x~_not evaluated 

Prepare a one-paragraph summary statement of significance addressing applicable criteria , fol lowed by a narrative discussion of the 
history of the resource and its context. (For compliance projects, complete evaluation on a DOE Form - see manual.) 

SIGNIFICANCE SUMMARY 

There are only a handful of early dwellings in Maryland that represent an extreme or height in 
achievement in any single period, and John's Point, which formerly stood on Woolford Neck, embodies 
the highest level of domestic design and sophistication known for the second quarter of the eighteenth 
century. Estimated to have been built during the 1730s or 1740s, John 's Point was an impressive story
and-a-half T-shaped brick dwelling that recalled plan and construction practices that echoed those of 
the late seventeenth century, but it was clearly built in the generation afterwards. Assembled on wide 
brick foundation defined by a beveled watertable, the Flemish bond walls were accented with a two
course beltcourse, and they were capped by steeply pitched jerkinhead roofs. The two front rooms, 
served by corner fireplaces were sizable spaces measuring l 8' by 18 ' each. In the third room, which 
essentially recalling the stair tower of the seventeenth century, a generously sized 11 ' x 18 ' room 
contained a walnut staircase. 

HISTORY AND SUPPORT 

John's Point 's early history is associated with two of the most prominent families in Dorchester 
County' s past, the Woolfords and the Ennalls. Born in Somerset County on July 20, 1670, Roger 
Woolford relocated to Dorchester County with his marriage to Elizabeth Ennalls on August 5, 1695. At 
age 25 and descending from a prominent lower Shore lineage, Roger Woolford married into the gentry 
of Dorchester County and at the time of his nuptials was provided with two tracts of the "John 's Point" 
patent from his wife's brother John Ennalls, including "together with all the stock of cattle and hoggs 
now being on the belonging to the said tracts."2 Presumably the 345 acres on what became known as 
Woolford Neck, was used for grazing of Ennalls family livestock. Over the course of the following 
thirty five years Colonel Roger Woolford (or Woollford) added much to his Dorchester County holdings 

2 Dorchester County Land Record, Old 5/62, 5 August 1695, Dorchester County Courthouse, Cambr idge. 
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from John Anderson, Edmund MacKeele, among others.3 Colonel Roger Woolford, identified as a 
"gentleman" in the land transactions, was also politically active as a justice of the provincial court. 
Roger and E lizabeth Woolford had many sons and daughters, their first born were twins, Mary and 
Elizabeth, John, Thomas, Rosanna, and Sarah.4 At his death in 1730 he bequeathed in his will many 
hundred acres of land, both in Somerset and Dorchester counties. To his wife Elizabeth, and grandson, 
Roger, he left his dwelling plantation with the fo llowing tracts, "John's Point," "Addition to John's 
Point," "Woo llford ' s Meadow's," "Woollford's Outlet," and "Woo lford's Pasture."5 The brick house 
was likely not built before Colonel Roger Woolford's death in 1730, but surely during the decades 
following by either Thomas (b. about 1700) or his son Roger. 6 

3 Dorchester County Land Records, Old 5/136, 2 June 1699, Old 6/139, 9 August 1709, Old 8/130, 13 April 1730, Dorchester 
County Courthouse, Cambr idge. 
4 Elias Jones, Ne w Revised History of Dorchester County, Maryland. Cambridge, Tidewater Publishers, 1966, pp. 488-89. 
5 Maryland Calendar of Wills, 1726-1732, Volume VI, p. 174. 
6 The John's Point house is said to have been used as a county jail by past historians, however, this land was never owned by 
Dorchester County as public land for a courthouse or any of its official functions . It was clearly bui lt as the house of one of the 
wealthiest gentry families in the region . 
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Colonel Roger Woolford , born in Somerset County, 7.20.1670, moved to Dorchester County after 
marrying Elizabeth Ennalls on August 5, 1695. She was the daughter of Bartholomew Ennalls, a high 
ranking official in the provincial court during the first decades of the eighteenth century. 
John Ennalls, Elizabeth ' s brother, conveyed to Roger Woo lford two tracts of the John ' s Point patent 

Dorchester County 
Land Record 
Old 5/62 

8.5.1695 

Old 5/ 136 

6 .2.1699 

John Ennalls 

to 

Roger Woo lford and wife E lizabeth 

"John ' s Poynt" 200 acres 
"Addition to Jo hn ' s Poynt" 145 acres 

... together with a lt the stock of cattle, and hoggs now being on and 
belonging unto said tracts 

John Anderson 

to 

Roger Woolford 

"Inheritance" eastern side of Blackwater River in the woods 
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Old 61139 

8.9.1709 

Old8/ 130 

4.13.1730 

Maryland Calendar of Wills 
( 1726-1732) 
Volume VI, p. 174 

Edmund MacKeele 

to 

Roger Woolford 

L150 "John's Desire" 100 acres; "John 's Adventure," 15 acres; 
"Garey's Choice," 150 acres; allowance for graveyard 

James Woollford, Gentleman, and his wife E lizabeth 

to 

Roger Woollford, Gentleman 

2,900 lbs. of tobacco .. . all that tract parcel or dividend of land situate 
lieng and being on the East side of Chesapeake bay on the south side of 
Littel (sic) Choptank River on the north side of a marsh called the White 
Marsh and near the land of John's Poynt .... 50 acres 

Last Will and Testament of Roger Woollford 

To John, part of Woollfords, 900 acres, north side ofManokin, Somerset 
County 

To daughter Roseanna, 75 acres Charles Delight. .. lying in Blackwater 

To daughter Sarah (now wife of John Jones) part of John's Desire, part of 
Garies Choice, Persimon Point, Persimon Point Addition, part of 
Middleland, part of Woolford 's Foresight during her life 
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Name John ' s Point 
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To Thomas residue of Woollford's Foresight 

Wife Elizabeth . .. dwelling plantation with following tracts, John ' s Point, 
Addition to John ' s Point, Woollford 's Meadow ' s, Woollford 's Outlet, 
Woolford 's Pasture, during life; after her decease to Roger and heirs 
(son of Thomas, who is to have right to live thereon) 

Executors, Thomas and John Woolford 
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10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of surveyed property --~I ~ac~re~------
Acreage of historical setting 
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Quadrangle name Church Creek Quadrangle Quadrangle scale: ~' :=2~4~0~00~----

Verbal boundary description and justification 

The metes and bounds of this property are coincidental with the current boundary of the lot. 
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The Maryland Inventory of Historic Properties was officially created by an Act of the Maryland Legislature 
to be found in the Annotated Code of Maryland , Article 41 , Section 181 KA, 
1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and record purposes only 
and do not constitute any infringement of individual property rights . 
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0 Good 0 Fair 0 Deteriorated 0 Ruins ~ ·Unexposed 
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0 Excellent 
CONDITION 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT. ~D ORIGINAL (II fmown) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

John's Point was reputedly built in the third quarter 
of the 17th century near the present day village of Madison. 
It was standing in this century and the ruins were measured 
and a conjectural restoration drawing - published in H. 
Chandlee Forman's, Early Manor and Plantation Houses of 
Maryland in 1934. 

The building was a one and one-half story brick 'T' 
plan building laid entirely in Flemish bond. Each of the 
gables had a jerkin head with one or two windows beneath, 
lighting the second story. Nothing like this structure has 
remained in Maryland with the exception of details carried 
over into later buildings. 

Nothing remains to mark the location of the important 
building. "' 
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This site is the most important site of a :7th century 
dwelling in the county, primarily because it was the pro
bable location of the courts held during the beginning 
years of Dorchester County, and secondarily because of 
the unique character of the architecture. 

A photo of the building appears on the Courthouse 
wall and bears the following inscription: 

Legend for First Courthouse and Jail in Dorchester County 

House at John's Point, on Brooks Creek near 
Madison, where, accoriding to tradition, Dorchester 
Co. Court was first held. The name of the builder 
is not absolutely known but events and circumstances 
point to John Hodson, one of the county justices 
in 1674, for whom the land was surveyed Nov. 24, 1665. 
The first courts were held in private homes be-
tween 1669 & 4674, and it appears likely that the 
first county court was held at his house. The 
house is the oldest brick building in the county. 
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