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The Windmill Cove farmhouse is one of the more substantial Victorian era dwellings to 

remain in the Madison Election District. Standing on the shoreline of Fishing Creek on a 

point overlooking Windmill Cove, the multi-sectioned house includes a two-and-a-half 

story section that was floated on a barge to this site from nearby Cherry Point. The 

double cross gabled south front retains portions of its late nineteenth century sawn and 

spindle decoration. 

For the past half century this Victorian house and property has been known as 

Windmill Cove, named for the metal windmill that stands west of the house. For much 

of the twentieth century the farm was the residence of Joseph W. Brooks, Jr. (1863-

1947) and his descendants. Joseph W. Brooks, Jr. was born at what was known as 

Brooks Landing at the head of Woolford Creek, and he married Unicy Ann Neild on 

December 29, 1884. In addition to a career as a farmer and shipbuilder, he also served as 

a founder and first chairman of the board of the Peoples Loan & Deposit Bank of 

Cambridge. He is recorded as purchasing this Fishing Creek farm in 1893 from 

Margaretta M. Skinner, a widow. The farm included 116 acres. After the death of his 

first wife, Nicey Neild, he married Mary Lulu Stapleforte on June 25, 1919. The farm 

remained in his ownership until his death in 1947, and it was sold two years later to 

Benjamin J. and Virginia T. Linthicum. 
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1. Name of Property (indicate preferred name) 

historic Windmill Cove 

other 

2. Location 
street and number 5019 Brooks Road 

city, town Woolford 

county Dorchester 

3. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of all owner 

name Rand D. and Pamela D. Weinberg 

street and number 5019 Brooks Road 

city , town Woolford state MD 

4. Location of Legal Description 

Inventory No. D-229 

_ not for publication 

~vicinity 

telephone 

zipcode 21677-1304 

courthouse , registry of deeds, etc. Dorchester County Clerk of Court liber MLB 365 folio 448 

city, town Cambridge tax map 39 tax parcel 107 

5. Primary Location of Additional Data 
___ Contributing Resource in National Register District 
___ Contributing Resource in Local Historic District 
___ Determined Eligible for the National Register/Maryland Register 
___ Determined Ineligible for the National Register/Maryland Register 
___ Recorded by HASS/HAER 
___ Historic Structure Report or Research Report at MHT 

6. Classification 

Category 
__ district 
_x _building(s) 
__ structure 

site 
__ object 

Ownership 
__ public 
_x_private 
__ bo'th 

Current Function 
__ agriculture __ landscape 
__ commerce/trade __ recreation/culture 
__ defense __ religion 

_x_domestic 
__ education 
__ funerary 
__ government 
__ health care 
__ industry 

social 
__ transportation 
__ work in progress 
__ unknown 
__ vacanUnot in use 
__ other: 

tax ID number 16-002003 

Resource Count 
Contributing 

I 
Noncontributing 
____ buildings 
____ sites 
____ structures 
____ objects 
____ Total 

Number of Contributing Resources 
previously listed in the Inventory 



7. Description 

Condition 

excellent 

L- good 
fair 

deteriorated 

ruins 

altered 
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Prepare both a one paragraph summary and a comprehensive description of the resource and its various elements as it 
exists today. 

DESCRIPTION SUMMARY 

The Joseph W. Brooks house, also known as Windmill Cove, stands on a point of land on the edge of a 
cove of Fishing Creek in the vicinity of Woolford, Dorchester County, Maryland. The physical road 
address is 5019 Brooks Road in the Madison Election District. The house, a two-and-a-half story, four­
bay double cross gabled frame house is supported on an infilled brick pier foundation, and the exterior is 
clad with wood shingles. Attached to the north side of the main block is a two-and-a-half story cross­
gabled frame house that serves as a wing, and it is reported to be a structure that was floated to this site 
from St. Michaels in Talbot County. The house faces south with the principal gable roof oriented on an 
east/west axis. The interior has been rehabilitated in the past ten years with a respect to the original 
features of the Victorian dwelling. 

GENERAL DESCRIPTION 

The property where the Joseph W. Brooks house stands, known for the past few decades as "Windmill 
Cove," is located at 5019 Brooks Road in the Madison Election District of Dorchester County, 
Maryland. The two-and-a-half story four-bay main block, estimated to date to the fourth quarter of the 
nineteenth century, is supported on an infilled brick pier foundation, and the exterior is clad with wood 
shingles. The main block is distinguished by a double cross-gable front with the cross gables enriched 
with decorative Victorian swan and spindle trim. Attached to the northwest corner of the main block a 
two-and-a-half story cross gabled section that reportedly was floated to this site from St. Michaels in 
Talbot County. The house faces south with the principal gable roof oriented on an east/west axis. 

The south (main) elevation is an asymmetrical four-bay fayade with a centered entrance sheltered by 
a shed roofed porch with a center cross gable entry that projects from the main porch. The front 
entrance has been altered with the introduction of a double width glazed door opening. The porch roof 
is supported on square posts with sawn brackets embellishing the upper corners. Stretching between the 
porch posts is a decorated sawn baluster railing. The first and second floors are lighted by two-over-two 
sash windows that retain louvered shutters. The west cross gable has an interior end brick stack that 
protrudes through the roof, whereas the east cross gable is pierced by a small attic window. The eaves of 
the roof are extended and each of the cross gables is trimmed with a Victorian sawn and spindle 
decoration. 



8. Significance 
Period 

1600-1699 
1700-1799 

x 1800-1899 
1900-1999 
2000-

Specific dates 

Areas of Significance 

_ agriculture 
_ archeology 
x architecture 

art 
commerce 
communications 

_ community planning 
conservation 

Construction dates 

Evaluation for: 

___ National Register 

Inventory No. D-229 

Check and justify below 

economics 
education 

_ engineering 
entertainment/ 

recreation 
_ ethnic heritage 
_ exploration/ 

settlement 

health/medicine _ performing arts 
_ industry _ philosophy 

invention _ politics/government 
_ landscape architecture religion 

law science 
literature _ social history 

_ maritime history _ transportation 
_ military other: 

Architect/Builder 

____ Maryland Register ---'-'x __ not evaluated 

Prepare a one-paragraph summary statement of significance addressing applicable criteria, followed by a narrative discussion of the 
history of the resource and its context. (For compliance projects, complete evaluation on a DOE Form - see manual.) 

SIGNIFICANCE SUMMARY 

The Windmill Cove farmhouse is one of the more substantial Victorian period dwellings to remain in 
the Madison Election District. Standing on the shoreline of Fishing Creek on a point overlooking 
Windmill Cove, the multi-sectioned house includes a two-and-half story section that was floated to this 
site on a barge from nearby Cherry Point. 1 The double cross gabled south front retains portions of its 
late nineteenth century sawn and spindle decoration. 

HISTORY AND SUPPORT 

For the past half-century his Victorian house has been known as Windmill Cove, named for the metal 
windmill that stands on the western edge of this waterfront property. For much of the twentieth 
century the farm was the residence of Joseph W. Brooks, Jr. (1863-1947) and his descendants. Joseph 
W. Brooks, Jr. was born at what was known as Brooks Landing at the head of Woolford Creek, and he 
married Unicy Ann Neild on December 29, 1884. In addition to a career as a farmer and shipbuilder, he 
also served as a founder and first chairman of the board of the Peoples Loan & Deposit Bank of 
Cambridge. He is recorded as purchasing this Fishing Creek farm in 1893 from Margaretta M. Skinner, 
a widow, which included 116 acres. 2 After the death of his first wife, Nicey Neild , he married Mary 
Lulu Stapleforte on June 25 , 1919. The farm remained in under his ownership until his death in 1947, 
and it was sold two years later to Benjamin J. and Virginia T. Linthicum.3 

1 Personal Interview with Anne Brooks, 11 .2.2012. 
2 Dorchester County Land Record, CL 17/375, 28 April 1893, Dorchester County Courthouse, Cambridge. 
3 Dorchester County Land Record , RSM 77/450, 22 July 1949, Dorchester County Courthouse, Cambridge. 
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Name Windmill Cove 
Continuation Sheet 

Number _JL Page 1 

Windmill Cove 
5019 Brooks Road 
Woolford vicinity, Dorchester County, Maryland 

Map 3 9, Parcel 107 

MLB 365/448 Edna Doughton Bogley, Trustee 

to 

11.7.1997 Rand D. and Pamela D. Weinberg 

Inventory No. D-229 

Lots 1 and 2, Windmill Cove Subdivision 14.85 acres 

313/346 Edna Doughton Bogley 

to 

9.22.1994 Edna Doughton Bogley, trustee 

PLC 209/783 William H. Pattison, Jr. 

to 

4.25.1979 Edna D. B. Pattison, now Edna Doughton Bogley 
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Name Windmill Cove 
Continuation Sheet 

Number_§____ Page 2 

179/33 0 

3.15.1973 

PLC 160/700 

6.29.1969 

124/365 

8.4.1961 

KAW, Inc . 

to 

William H. Pattison, Jr. and Edna B. B. Bagley 

29.132 acres 

John C. Burne and Eda M. Burne 

to 

KAW, Inc. 

Benjamin J. Linthicum, et ux. (Virginia T. Linthicum) 

to 

John C. Burne, Jr. and Eda M. Burne 

Home farm of the late Joseph W. Brooks, Jr. 

l 16 acres, 3 roods, and 38 perches (conveyed to Benjamin J. Linthicum 
by Emerson C. Harrington, 7.22.1949, RSM 77/450 

$16,000 
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Name Windmill Cove 
Continuation Sheet 

Number _JL_ Page 3 

RSM 77/450 

7.22.1949 

CL 17/375 

4.28.1893 

Emerson C. Harrington, Jr. Attorney of Power of Attorney for owners 
Lu lu S. Brooks, widow of Joseph W.Brooks, Glesner N . Brooks, 
Widower, H. Cleland Brooks, Fannie N. Brooks, his wife, Claude R . 
Brooks, Rubye E. Brooks, his wife, Clara B. Linthiucrn , Joseph F. 
Linthicum, Velma Brooks Delaha, Robert F. Delaha, her husband, 
all of Dorchester County, and by Phillips M. Brooks and Carrie E. 
Brooks, hi s wife of Annapolis , Maryland, and by Joseph W. Brooks, 
and Annie Brooks his wife of Port Arthur, Texas and by Donald S. 
Brooks, and Eunice Brooks, his wife, of Wilmington, Delaware, 

to 

Benjamin J. Linthicum 

$16,000 so ld at public auction at the courthouse door on Tuesday May 
18th 1948, all of the farm known as the Joseph W. Brooks Horne Farm 

116 acres, and being the same farm which Margaretta M . Skinner, widow, 
conveyed unto the said Joseph W. Brooks, Jr. by deed dated April 28th, 
1893, and recorded in CL 17 /3 75, ... All that tract of land bequeathed by 
Col. John Jones of Dorchester County, to his son William F. Jones, ... 

Margaret M. Skinner, widow 

to 

Joseph W. Brooks, Jr. 

$1,000 al l that tract of land bequeathed by Col. John Jones of 
Dorchester County to hi s son William F. Jones, it being a part of his 
plantation where the late Colone l John resided prior to his death and 
contained within the following metes and bounds, viz. Beginning at a 
locust post standing at the waters edge at the head of Back Cove, 
near the residence of the late Col. Jones . .. containing 116 acres 
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9. Major Bibliographical References 

Dorchester County Land Records, various volumes, Dorchester County Courthouse. 

Interview with Rand D. Weinberg, 10.26 .2012 . 

10. Geographical Data 

14.85 acres 
116 acres 

Inventory No . D-229 

Acreage of surveyed property 
Acreage of historical setting 
Quadrangle name Church Creek, Md Quadrangle Quadrangle scale: -=-'=: 2~4~0~0-=-0 ____ _ 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

The metes and bounds of this property are coincidental with the current boundary of the lot. 

11. Form Prepared by 

name/title 

organization 

street & number 

city or town 

Paul B. Touart Architectural Historian 

Chesapeake Country Heritage & Preservation date I 0.26.2012 

Cedar Hill, P. 0. Box 5 telephone 410-651-1094 

Westover state Maryland 21871 

The Maryland Inventory of Historic Properties was officially created by an Act of the Maryland Legislature 
to be found in the Annotated Code of Maryland , Article 41 , Section 181 KA, 
197 4 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and record purposes only 
and do not constitute any infringement of individual property rights. 

return to: Maryland Historical Trust 
DHCD/DHCP 
100 Community Place 
Crownsville , MD 21032-2023 
410-514-7600 
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$TREET AND NUMBER: 

Brooks Road miles north of Md. Rt. 16 

z: 
0 

CITY OR TOWN: 

Woolford 
STATE 

CATEGORY 
(Check One) 

D District ~ Building 

D Site D Structure 

OWNERSHIP 

0 Public Public Acquisition: 

~ Private O In Proce11 

D Object D Both O Being Considered 

.... 
.JJ 

z: 

PRESENT USE (Check One or More •• Appropriate) 

lid Agricultural 

0 Commercial 

0 Educational 

0 Entertainment 

WNER'S NAME: 

D 
D 
0 
D 

Government 

Industrial 

Military 

Museum 

0 Pork 

(H Private RHidence 

0 Religious 

0 Scientific 

William H. Pattison Jr. 
W STREET ANO NUMBER: 

w Windmill Cove 
V\ CITY OR TOWN: 

Woolford 
,..,·~,..,,p"'"'· ~ ........ {)C,_··· ATU'JJif .. ifF• J4ECl{. DE$CRIP'l;l()iij 

COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC: 

Dorchester Count Courthouse 
STREET ANO NUMBER: 

itle Reference Cu~~~~~ 

@l,tl~Rll~Y~t:JPf! tff.:ti'll$IJiQ..iP.RVil'$. ? 
TITLE OF SURVEY: 

DATE OF SURVEY: 0 Federal 
bEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS: 

T AND NUMBER: 

CITY OR TOWN: 

0 Stat• 

STATE: 

STATUS 

15i Occupied 

0 Unoccupied 

ACCESSIBLE 
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Yes: 

0 RHtricted 

0 PreHrvation work 0 UnrHtricted 

in progres 1 

0 Transportation 
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0 County 
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0 Comments 
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CONDITION 
0 Excellent 

!'ii Altered 

IXl Good 0 Fair 

(Check One) 

0 Uncltered 

(Check One) 

0 Deteriorated 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT# ~O ORIGINAL (It known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

0 Ruins 0 ·Unexposed 

(Check "-e) 

~ Moved or Iii Originol Site 

Windmill Cove or Brooks Farm is an interesting combin­
ation of the mid-nineteenth century dwelling with later 19th 
century additions. The oldest portion is said to have been 
moved onto the property by barge. It is a typical two room 
with center hall, two story frame dwelling. To it was added 
a section of about equal size, set behind one of the two 
earlier rooms, extending in the same direction. Porches 
were built around the later section which extended from the 
back of the stair hall to the back of the original east 
fireplace. The facade of the latter section was farther 
embellished with two gables issueing from the attic roof. 
The "gingerbread" of the porch and gables is of the same 
period and adds to the decorative quality of the building. 

The house is presently undergoing extensive remodeling, 
including enclosing portions of the porch, covering the ex­
terior with wood shingles and remodeling the interior for 
more convenient living space. 
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.·· 
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0 Urban Planning 

0 Other (Specify) 

Windmill Cove is important as a mid and late 19th 
century structure which grew as the family could afford 
the changes. It's in very good condition and portions 
of the house resemble the Bromwell Farm near Madison. 
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