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Liberty Hall 
Woolford 
c. 1860, c. 1880 
Private 

Liberty Hall is a composite frame dwelling erected in several stages over the course of 

the third and fourth quarters of the ownership of Samuel Whitefield Woolford (1837-

1927). Over the course of his business career, S. W. Woolford inherited large 

agricultural and timber acreages from his father, Whitefield Woolford, in 1874, and he 

invested in commercial enterprises on the Church Creek farm. Situated on a tract of land 

with a long frontage on Church Creek, the house site is located on land known as 

"Hackny," which he inherited from his father. His father also left him tracts known as 

"Woolford's Content" and "Woolford's Forsight." In addition, he owned a shared title to 

the Old School Baptist Church that had been built on land held by Stevens Woolford 

during the late eighteenth century. (See D-231) 

By the time the Lake, Griffing, and Stevenson Atlas was published in 1877, which 

included an inset map of the village of Milton, recently renamed from Loom Town, 

Samuel W. Woolford owned and operated the village store (See D-233) as well as the S. 

W. Woolford and Company canning house, located on the edge of Church Creek across 

from the steamboat wharf. 

The third quarter of the nineteenth century frame house that he financed was 

relatively modest in size compared to other dwellings erected in the region, such as 

Ridgeton on Taylor's Island (See D-22), but it nevertheless was infused with finely 



• 

• 

• 

crafted woodwork finishes that clearly point to the influence of the Greek Revival style 

that was sweeping America during the period. 

After his death in 1926, the Liberty Hall farm was sold by his wife and children to 

Calvin Harrington for $7,000, a transfer that excepted the Baptist Church and the 

Woolford store. The church remained in the family and the store was sold to Claude R. 

Brooks. Calvin Harrington and his wife held onto the Liberty Hall property for three 

years, transferring it to New York City residents, Archie and Phoebe Smith, for $6,000 in 

1930. Since the Church Creek farm has changed hands a dozen times . 
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1. Name of Property (indicate preferred name) 

historic Liberty Hall 

other 

2. Location 
street and number 1608 Taylor's Island Road 

city, town Cambridge 

county Dorchester 

3. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of all owner 

name Jeffrey H. and Amanda S. Simons 
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not for publication 

vicinity 

street and number 1218 Krist Drive telephone 

city , town Cambridge state MD 

4. Location of Legal Description 
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Dorchester County Clerk of Court 

city, town Cambridge tax map 51 tax parcel 

5. Primary Location of Additional Data 
___ Contributing Resource in National Register District 
___ Contributing Resource in Local Historic District 
___ Determined Eligible for the National Register/Maryland Register 
___ Determined Ineligible for the National Register/Maryland Register 
___ Recorded by HABS/HAER 
___ Historic Structure Report or Research Report at MHT 

6. Classification 

Current Function 
_ x _agriculture __ landscape 

liber 

26 

Category 
__ district 
_x _building(s) 
__ structure 
__ site 

Ownership 
__ public 
_x_private 
__ both 

__ commerce/trade __ recreation/culture 
__ defense __ religion 
_ x _domestic __ social 

__ object __ education __ transportation 
__ funerary __ work in progress 
__ government __ unknown 
__ health care __ vacant/not in use 
__ industry __ other: 

zip code 21613 

DLP 962 folio 314 

tax ID number 9-198245 

Resource Count 
Contributing 

l 
Noncontributing 
____ buildings 
___ sites 
___ structures 
____ objects 
____ Total 

Number of Contributing Resources 
previously listed in the Inventory 



7. Description 

Condition 

excellent 

L- good 
fair 

deteriorated 
ruins 
altered 
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Prepare both a one paragraph summary and a comprehensive description of the resource and its various elements as it 
exists today. 

DESCRIPTION SUMMARY 

The house on Church Creek known as Liberty Hall is located at 1608 Taylor's Island Road within the 
community of Woolford in the Church Creek Election District, Dorchester County, Maryland. The 
two-story, multi-sectioned frame house has been newly underpinned on an elevated brick foundation in 
the process of a renovation/restoration. The exterior is clad with a combination of plan weatherboards 
and German siding. The various roofs are covered with asphalt shingles. The oldest section is a mid 
nineteenth-century Greek Revival influenced side hall plan dwelling erected during the residency of 
Samuel W. Woolford (1837-1926). The hip roofed section dates around 1860 while a two-story gable 
roofed addition to the rear, as well as a single-story side wing date to the fourth quarter of the 
nineteenth century. 

GENERAL DESCRIPTION 

Liberty Hall stands on farm acreage bordering the south side of Church Creek in the village of Woolford, 
Dorchester County, Maryland. The physical address is 1608 Taylor's Island Road. Newly raised on a high 
modern brick foundation, the two-story side hall/parlor plan house is part of three-sectioned frame 
dwelling erected between c. 1860 and the early twentieth century. The oldest part, a two-story, three-
bay, hip roofed frame house is sheathed with plain weatherboards and trimmed with corner pilasters that 
rise under an extended eave of the hip roof 

The south (main) three-bay fayade of the mid nineteenth century dwelling is defined by a side 
entrance and two flanking six-over-six sash windows. A four-panel mid century door is flanked by 
three-light sidelights that are framed by plain Greek pilasters that rise to a Greek entablature. The entire 
first floor front of the house is finished with a field of paneling defined by a series of narrow pilasters. 
The first floor is also sheltered by a full width porch supported by fluted Roman Doric columns. The 
second floor is lighted by three six-over-six sash windows flanked by louvered shutters. The second 
floor windows have a slightly pedimented lintel. 

'The west side of the house is a symmetrical two-bay elevation with pairs of six-over-six sash 
windows lighting the first and second floors. Each of the window openings has a slightly pedimented 
lintel. Louvered shutters hang on the first floor windows, and shutter hardware remains on the second 
floor window openings. The edge of the roof has an extended eave with a sloped soffit. Rising 
through the center of the house is an internal brick chimney stack that serves the fireplace in the front 
room. 

The entire back of the front section is fully covered by the two-story gable roofed addition, which 
has a tall, corbelled shoulder brick chimney stack on its west end. The edge of the roof of the rear 
section has an extended eave with returns, and the exterior is sheathed with German style siding. The 
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north side of the late nineteenth century addition has a projecting gabled pavilion that has been partially 
covered by a single-story, flat-roofed enclosed porch. 

The interior of the front section has retained much of its third quarter of the nineteenth century 
woodwork including an intact staircase with a heavily turned newel post, turned balusters and a oval 
profile handrail that curves beautifully at the first landing. The interior door and window surrounds are 
heavily framed with Greek Revival pilastered surrounds and entablature lintels. 



8. Significance 

Period 

1600-1699 
1700-1799 

x 1800-1899 
1900-1999 
2000-

Specific dates 

Areas of Significance 

_ agriculture 
_ archeology 
x architecture 

art 
commerce 
communications 

_ community planning 
conservation 

Construction dates 

Evaluation for: 

___ National Register 
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Check and justify below 

economics 
education 

_ engineering 
entertainment/ 

recreation 
_ ethnic heritage 
_ exploration/ 

settlement 

health/medicine _ performing arts 
_ industry _ philosophy 

invention _ politics/government 
_ landscape architecture religion 

law science 
literature _ social history 

_ maritime history _ transportation 
_ military other: 

Architect/Builder 

____ Maryland Register -~x __ not evaluated 

Prepare a one-paragraph summary statement of significance addressing applicable criteria, followed by a narrative discussion of the 
history of the resource and its context. (For compliance projects, complete evaluation on a DOE Form - see manual.) 

SIGNIFICANCE SUMMARY 

Liberty Hall is a composite frame dwelling erected in several stages over the course of the third and 
fourth quarters of the nineteenth century during the residency of Samuel Whitefield Woolford (183 7-
1926). Over the course of his adult business career, S. W. Woolford inherited large agricultural and 
timber acreages from his father, Whitefield Woolford after his death in 1874. The land on which 
Liberty Hall is located was know as "Hackny,'' and he inherited other tracts known as "Woolford's 
Content" and "Woolford Forsight." In addition, a shared ownership of the Old School Baptist Church 
was passed on to him and his siblings.' By the time the Lake, Griffing and Stevenson Atlas was 
published, with an inset map of the community whose name had been changed from Loom Town to 
Milton, Samuel W. Woolford owned and operated a general store as well as a canning factory on his 
farm that had convenient access to Church Creek and the nearby steamboat wharf. 

The third quarter of the nineteenth century frame house that he financed was relatively modest in 
size compared to other dwellings erected in the region, such as Ridgeton on Taylor's Island, but it 
nevertheless was infused with finely crafted woodwork finishes that clearly point to the influence of the 
Greek Revival style that was sweeping America during the period. 

After his death in 1926, the Liberty Hall farm was sold by his wife and children to Calvin Harrington 
for $7,000, excepting the Baptist Church and the Woolford Store. The church remained in the family 
and the store was sold to Claude R. Brooks.2 Calvin Harrington and his wife held onto the Liberty Hall 
property for three years, transferring it to New York City residents, Archie and Phoebe Smith, for 
$6, 000 in December 193 0. 3 Since then the Church Creek farm has changed hands a dozen times. 

1 Dorchester County Probate Record, Will Book EWL 2/ 117, Written 27 April 1866; proved 9 September 1874, Dorchester County 
Courthouse, Cambridge. 
2 Dorchester County Land Record, JFD 21/315, 29 December 1927, Dorchester County Courthouse, Cambridge, Maryland. 
3 Dorchester County Land Record, JFD 26/516, 15 December 1930, Dorchester County Courthouse, Cambridge, Maryland. 
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Continuation Sheet 

Number_§_ Page 1 

Liberty Hall 
1608 Taylor's Island Road 
Woolford, Dorchester County, Maryland 

Map 51 , Parcel 26 

DLP 962/314 Nathaniel Thayer 

to 

1.22.2010 Jeffrey H. Simons and Amanda S. Simons 

$715,000 

422/210 Marston Price and Sharon B. Price 

to 

3.15.2000 Nathaniel Thayer and Robert S. Pirie 

$1 ,000,000 

267/648 Frank D. Spady and Karen B. Spady 

to 

5.15 .1991 Marston Price and Sharon B. Price 

$556,000 
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PLC 245/832 Frances C. Harflinger and William Mass 

to 

8.6.1987 Frank D. Spady and Karen B. Spady 

PLC 179/651 Harry Monroe, Jr. 

to 

3.21.1973 Frances C. Harflinger 
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(whereupon Samuel W. Woolford resided for many years) 

PLC 151 /573 Daisey S. Barber 

to 

5.25.1967 Harry Moore, Jr. 

RSM 74/30 Ernest N. Harmon and Leona T. Harmon 

to 

12.1.1950 Daisy S. Barber 

Liberty Hall 
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RSM 63/379 Edwin A. Weik and Bertha C. Weik 

to 

7.25 .1947 Ernest N. Harmon and Leona T. Harmon, Vienna, Virginia 

RSM 58/475 Walter L. Sheeler and Adele Chase Sheeler 

to 

6.29.1946 Edwin A. Weik 

Samuel W. Woolford Homeplace Liberty Hall 

RSM 55/385 Eugene Janiski and Beatrice Janiski 

to 

6.18.1945 Walter L. Sheller 

RSM 42/144 Pearl E. Purcell, widow, Everett L. Purcell, Lois G. Purcell 

to 

10.31.1940 Eugene Janiski and Beatrice Janiski 
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JFD 31/340 

7.23 . 1934 

Will Book 
RPS 5/42 

10.3.1927 

JFD 26/516 

12.15.1930 

JFD 2 1/313 

12.29.1927 

Archie Smith and Phoebe Smith, City of New York 

to 

Pearl E. Purcell, et al. 

Last Will and Testament of F. Everett Purcell, deceased, Garfield County 
Oklahoma (Owner of the Enid Events newspaper) 

To, undivided half-interests in estate 

Pearl E. Purcell, Everett L. Purcell, Arthur E. Stephenson, Edward T. Fleming 

Calvin Harrington, and wife 

to 

Archie Smith 

$6,000 

Lillie C. Woolford, widow et al. (Ralph H . Rees, Lizzie W . Rees, Harry H. 
Howard, and Lillie W. Howard, Samuel W. Woolford, Jr. and Helen R. Woolford) 

to 

Calvin Harrington 

$7,000 75 acres with exceptions, Lot No. I Baptist Church, Lot No. 2 , Store 
House and Lot sold to Claude R. Brooks 



Maryland Historical Trust 
Maryland Inventory of 
Historic Properties Form 

Inventory No. D-232 

Name Liberty Hall 
Continuation Sheet 

Number _JL_ Page 5 

Will Book 
EWL 21117 

Written 
4.27.1866 
Proved 
11.9.1874 

Whitefie ld Woolford 

to, son 

Samuel W. Woolford 

Item, I give and devise to my son Samuel W. Woolford all the land on the 
North side of county road called "Hackny" all on the south side of the 
county road from White Marsh road to Broad Cove Bridge called 
Woolford 's Content, also all the timber land called "Woolford 's Forsight" 
adjoining Otho Linthicum land to him & his heirs forever by his providing 
a home and support for my four single daughters out of the profits of 
their income and the land where I now live as long as they remain single 

Item, I give and devise unto my three daughters Sallie, Susan and Willie the 
House & Lot ca lled Elsing containing one & one half acres also all the land 
on the south side of county road & east of White Marsh county road called 
Elsing and Jones Regulation, also all the land in the White Marsh called 
Huntsman Delight & Jones Range or by whatever names or names the same 
may be called to them & their heirs forever and should either of my three 
daughters die without heirs the other tow to inherit the same ... 

Item, I give and bequeath unto my four single daughters a home where I now 
Live while they remain single 



9. Major Bibliographical References 

Dorchester County Land Records, various volumes, Dorchester County Courthouse. 

Dorchester County Probate Records, varous volumes, Dorchester County Courthouse. 

10. Geographical Data 

66.5 acres 
66.5 acres 

Inventory No. D-232 

Acreage of surveyed property 
Acreage of historical setting 

Quadrangle name Church Creek, Maryland Quadrangle scale: ~I :=2'""'4"'""0'""0"""0 ____ _ 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

The metes and bounds of this property are coincidental with the current boundary of the lot. 

11. Form Prepared by 

name/title 

organization 

street & number 

city or town 

Paul B. Touart, Architectural Historian 

Chesapeake Country Heritage & Preservation date 10.2.2012 

Cedar Hill , P. 0. Box 5 telephone 410-651-1094 

Westover state Maryland 21871 

The Maryland Inventory of Historic Properties was officially created by an Act of the Maryland Legislature 
to be found in the Annotated Code of Maryland , Article 41 , Section 181 KA, 
197 4 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and record purposes only 
and do not constitute any infringement of individual property rights . 

return to: Maryland Historical Trust 
DHCD/DHCP 
100 Community Place 
Crownsville, MD 21032-2023 
410-514-7600 
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MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST WORKSHEET 

NOMINATION FORM 
for the 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES, NATIONAL PARKS SERVICE 

COMMON: 

Libert Hall 
AND/OR HISTORIC: 

STREET AND NUMBER1 

Taylor's Island Road, (MD 16) 
CITY OR TOWN: 

Woolford 
STATE 

0 
0 

Ma 

CATEGORY 
(Check One) 

District JC] Building 

Site 0 Structure 

0 Object 

0 Public 

CD Private 

0 Both 

PRESENT USE (Check One or More •• A.pprq>rfate) 

~ Agricultural 

0 Commercial 

0 Educational 

0 Entertainment 

WNER S NAME: 

0 
0 
0 
0 

Government 

Industrial 

Military 

Museum 

OWNERSHIP 

Public Acquisition: 

0 In Process 

0 Being Considered 

Parle 

Pri vat• Residence 

Religious 

Scientific 

A and Mrs. F. J. V. Harlfin er 

STATUS 
ACCESSIBLE 

TO THE PUBLIC 

Q9 Occupied Yes: 

0 Unoccupied 0 Restricted 

0 Preservation worlc 0 Unrestricted 

in progr•n Xl No 

0 Transportation 

0 Other (Speclly) 

0 Comments 

W STREET ANO NUMBER: 

COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC: 

Dorchester Count Courthouse 
STREET ANO NUMBER: 

t 
Cl TY OR TOWN: 

21613 

TITLE OF SURVEY: 

DATE OF SURVEY: 0 Federal 0 State 0 County 0 Local 
bEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECOROS1 

STR ET ANO NUMBER: 

CITY OR TOWN: STATE: 

PS- 709 - ________ .........__-_..-.-__ _ 



CONDITION 
0 Excellent 

[X Altered 

QQ Good O Foir 

(Check One) 

0 Uncltered 

(Check One) 

0 Deterioroted 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT# ~D ORIGINAL (If known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

0 Ruins 0 ·UnexpoHd 

(Check One) 

0 Moved IX] Original Site 

Liberty Hall, located north of the Woolford Store~and 
post office and overlooking the waters of Church Creek is 
a composite frame dwelling on the order of the Brooks Farm, 
only a couple miles west on Fishing Creek. 

The south portion of the building is a mid-nineteenth 
century Greek Revival structure. It's a three bay long, 
two bay deep, two story structure with hip roof. The first 
story has a period porch with fluted cloumns and paneled 
wall beneath the roof of the porch. On the east side of 
the facade is the entrance. 

To the rear of the mid-nineteenth century house is a 
plainer two story structure, slightly taller than its pre
decessor. Set on the east side of the latter addition is a 
one story kitchen wing. 

The interior of the house is composed of stair hall and 
parlor, the stair ascending in the northeast corner of the 
hall and being curved. The parlor has extraordinarly heavy 
Greek Revival architraves around windows and door and similar 
mantel. Between the parlor and the new section is a small 
open area or back porch which is unusual. 

The hall opens into the dining roam which has a pro
jecting bay with double doors and small windows on the 
lateral sides. On the west is a library and on the east a 
kitchen. From the kitchen there is access to the former 
kitchen, now a den, with its structural members exposed. 

Across the Creek side of the two story portion is a 
large enclosed porch which looks onto Church Creek. The 
house is in very good condition and is a very liveable 
modern house. 
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0 Pre-Columbian 0 16th Century 

0 15th Century 0 17th Century 

SPECIFIC OATE(SI (ll Appllceble end Known) 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Checlr One or More ee Approprlete) 

Abar iginal 0 Education 

0 Prehistoric 0 Engineering 

0 Historic 0 Industry 

0 Agriculture 0 Invention 

IXI Architecture 0 Landscape 

0 Att Architecture 

0 cam-ce 0 Literature 

0 Communications 0 Military 

0 Conservation 0 Music 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

0 
0 

0 
0 
0 

0 
0 

0 18th Century 

IXI 19th Century 

Political 

Religion/Phi. 

lasophy 

Science 

Sculpture 

Socia I/Human-

itarian 

Theater 

Transportation 

0 20th Century 

0 Urban Planning 

0 Other (Speclfr) 

Liberty Hall is important as a good example of Greek 
Revival style architecture existing in Dorchester County, 
of which there are few on the Eastern Shore. 

Liberty Hall stands on land which was called Wool
ford' s Content. On a part of this land was built the 
Old School Baptist Church by Stevens Woolford in1791. 
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