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Dr. Henry W. Gross Homeplac~ / 
Golden Hill ' · 
c. 1860 
Private 

The Dr. Henry W. Gross homeplace on Hip Roof Road is a particularly distinctive story-

and-a-half frame dwelling dating from the third quarter of the nineteenth century. The 

center hall/single-pile plan main block is dominated by a generous projecting porch 

capped by broad gable-front roof. Especially distinctive to the porch front is the flush 

board sheathing within the enclosed pediment or tympanum that features a well-executed 

Palladian style window framed by a fluted comer block surround. The porch eave is also 

embellished with widely spaced decorative sawn brackets. The main block is also 

distinguished by its individualistic gable roofed dormers that have a pointed arch motif 

executed with layered woodwork incorporated in the gable end. The sides of the 

dormers are covered with flush diagonal boards. 

Dr. Henry W. Gross (1821-1894) moved from Baltimore City to Dorchester 

County during the mid nineteenth century, acquiring several tracts of land in what was 

then Parson's Creek election district. He moved to Golden Hill with his wife Rachel 

Gillingham, and the couple resided in the story-and-a-half house they built around 1860. 

Dr. Gross, who graduated from the University of Maryland Medical School, is listed in 

the 1870 U.S. Census with an estate valued at $3,000. He is grouped in the census with 

his wife Rachel, and two nephews, George and Thomas Gillingham. Another teenager, 

Mark Ennalls, resided in the household as well. Dr. Gross practiced medicine in 

Dorchester County through the second half of the nineteenth century until his death in 

1894. He was later interred in the St. Vincents Cemetery in Baltimore City. Rachel 



Gross lived four years longer than her husband, and she left the family homeplace to her 

nephew George Hayward Gillingham. The property remained under Gillingham family 

tenure until 1953. 
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Maryland Historical Trust 
Maryland Inventory of 
Historic Properties Form 

1. Name of Property (indicate preferred name) 

historic Dr. Henry W. Gross Homeplace 

other 

2. Location 
street and number 1130 Hip Roof Road 

city , town Cambridge 

county Dorchester 

3. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of all owner 

name Priscilla Walker c/o Priscilla Beike 

street and number 5818 Meadowood Road 

city , town Baltimore state MD 

4. Location of Legal Description 

Inventory No. D-26 

not for publication 

vicinity 

telephone 

zipcode 21212 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Dorchester County Clerk of Court liber PLC 229 folio 471 

city , town Cambridge tax map 77 tax parcel 23 

5. Primary Location of Additional Data 
___ Contributing Resource in National Register District 
___ Contributing Resource in Local Historic District 
___ Determined Eligible for the National Register/Maryland Register 
___ Determined Ineligible for the National Register/Maryland Register 
___ Recorded by HABS/HAER 
___ Historic Structure Report or Research Report at MHT 

6. Classification 

Category 
__ district 
_ x _building(s) 
__ structure 
__ site 
__ object 

Ownership 
__ public 
_ x _private 
__ both 

Current Function 
__ agriculture 
__ commerce/trade 
__ defense 
_ x _domestic 
__ education 
__ funerary 
__ government 
__ health care 
__ industry 

__ landscape 
__ recreation/culture 
__ religion 
__ social 
__ transportation 
__ work in progress 
__ unknown 
__ vacant/not in use 
__ other: 

tax ID number 4-056639 

Resource Count 
Contributing 

I 
Noncontributing 
____ buildings 
____ sites 
____ structures 
____ objects 
____ Total 

Number of Contributing Resources 
previously listed in the Inventory 



7. Description 

Condition 

excellent 
L- good 

fair 

deteriorated 
ruins 
altered 

Inventory No. D-26 

Prepare both a one paragraph summary and a comprehensive description of the resource and its various elements as it 
exists today. 

DESCRIPTION SUMMARY 

The Dr. Henry W. Gross Homeplace is a story-and-a-half, three-bay frame dwelling located at 1130 Hip 
Roof Road, in the Taylor's Island Election District of Dorchester County, Maryland. Supported on a 
brick pier foundation, the center hall/single-pile plan dwelling, dating around 1860-70, is sheathed with 
plain weatherboards and the steeply pitched roof is covered with asphalt shingles. Attached to the front 
is a gable-front porch supported on square posts and is currently screened in. The projecting porch has a 
enclosed pediment pierced by a Palladian window. To each side of the gable-front porch is a narrow 
gable roofed dormer. Extending to the rear is a single-story kitchen wing. The interior retains portions 
of its original third quarter of the nineteenth century woodwork. The house faces south with the gable 
roof oriented on an east/west axis. 

GENERAL DESCRIPTION 

The Dr. Henry W. Gross Homeplace stands at 1130 Hip Roof Road in the southern end of the Taylor's 
Island Election District in Dorchester County, Maryland. The story-and-a-half three-bay, center 
hall/single-pile plan main block is underpinned with a brick pier foundation, and the exterior is sheathed 
with plain weatherboard siding. The steeply pitched gable roof, finished on each end with extended 
eaves with returns, is covered with asphalt shingles. 

The south (main) elevation is a three-bay facyade with a projecting, gable-front porch covering the 
entrance. The projecting porch is supported on square posts and wrapping the porch roof are widely 
spaced sawn brackets. The gable-front elevation of the porch is framed by an enclosed pediment 
sheathed inside by flush boards that frame a Palladian type window. The Palladian window is trimmed 
with a fluted corner block surround. The front entrance inside the porch is defined by a reused raised 
six-panel door with flanking three-pane sidelights. The door frame molding is finished with an ogee 
backband molding. The porch is flanked on each side by replacement six-over-six sash windows, and 
the window lintel are a slight header molding. Fixed on the roof slope are flanking gable roofed 
dormers with diagonal board sides and a unusual carved trim in the gable end of the dormer that 
approximates a point arch. The window is a modern replacement. 

The east gable end is marked by a pair of replacement windows on the first floor that retain their 
plain surrounds with a slight header molding. Fixed in the gable end are small attic windows with 
replacement windows. An interior end brick chimney finished with a corbelled cap pierces the roofline. 
The edge of the roof is finished with an extended eave with returns at the base. 

The north side of the house is partially covered by a rear single-story service wing that extends from 
the west end of the main block. The wing is extended on its west side by a shed roofed section, and 
another shed roofed section, serving as a bathroom, is fixed on the inside corner. The roof of the main 



Maryland Historical Trust 
Maryland Inventory of 
Historic Properties Form 

Name Dr. Henry Gross Homeplace 
Continuation Sheet 

Number _J_ Page 1 

Inventory No. D-26 

block is defined by a pair of gable roofed dormers that repeat the same construction as the front dormers 
with the diagonal board sides and carved gable end trim. 

The interior survives with third quarter of the nineteenth century woodwork including a turned 
baluster staircase in the center hall. 



8. Significance 

Period 

1600-1699 
1700-1799 

x 1800-1899 
1900-1999 
2000-

Specific dates 

Areas of Significance 

_ agriculture 
_ archeology 
x architecture 

art 
commerce 
communications 

_ community planning 
conservation 

Construction dates 

Evaluation for: 

___ National Register 

Inventory No. D-26 

Check and justify below 

economics 
education 

_ engineering 
entertainmenU 

recreation 
_ ethnic heritage 
_ exploration/ 

settlement 

health/medicine _ performing arts 
_ industry _ philosophy 

invention _ politics/government 
_ landscape architecture religion 

law science 
literature _ social history 

_ maritime history _ transportation 
_ military other: 

Architect/Builder 

____ Maryland Register -~x __ not evaluated 

Prepare a one-paragraph summary statement of significance addressing applicable criteria , followed by a narrative discussion of the 
history of the resource and its context. (For compliance projects, complete evaluation on a DOE Form - see manual.) 

SIGNIFICANCE SUMMARY 

The Dr. Henry W. Gross Homeplace on Hip Roof Road is a particularly distinctive story-and-a-half 
frame dwelling dating from the third quarter of the nineteenth century. The center hall/single-pile plan 
main block is dominated by a generous projecting porch capped by a broad gable-front roof Especially 
distinctive to the porch front is its flush board sheathing within an enclosed pediment that features a 
well-executed Palladian style window framed by a fluted corner block surround. The porch eave is also 
embellished with decorative sawn brackets. The main block is also distinctive for its individualistic 
gable roofed dormers that have a pointed Gothic motif executed in woodwork layers and incorporated 
within the gable. The sides of the dormers are covered with flush diagonal boards. 

HISTORY AND SUPPORT 

Dr. Henry W. Gross ( 1821-1894) moved from Baltimore City to Dorchester County during the mid 
nineteenth century and acquired several tracts of land in what was then Parson's Creek election District. 
He moved to the Golden Hill area with his wife Rachel Gillingham, and the couple resided in a story­
and-a-half frame dwelling they built around 1860. Dr. Gross, who graduated from the University of 
Maryland School of Medicine, is listed in the 1870 U.S. Census with an estate value at $3,000. 1 He is 
grouped in the census with his wife Rachel and two nephews, George and Thomas Gillingham. Another 
teenage, Mark Ennalls, resided in the household as well. Dr. Gross practiced medicine in Dorchester 
County until his death in 1894. He was later interred in the St. Vincents Cemetery in Baltimore City.2 

Rachel Gross lived four years longer than her husband, and left the family homeplace to her nephew 
George Haywood Gillingham.3 The property remained in the Gillingham family tenure until 1953.4 

1 N inth Census of the United States, Dorchester County Population Schedule, Ancestry.com . 
2 "Find A Grave," Ancestry.com 
3 Dorchester County Probate Record, JWF 2/437, Written 5 January 1897, proved 3 August 1898, Dorchester County 
Courth ouse. 
4 Dorchester County Land Record, RSM 85/354, 15 September 1953, Dorchester County Courthouse, Cam bridge. 
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Dr. Henry Gross Homeplace 
1130 Hip Roof Road 
Golden Hill vicinity, Dorchester County, Maryland 

Map 77, Parcel 23 
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PLC 229/471 Patrick H. Walker, Priscilla H. Walker Harford Co., Maryland 

to 

12.21.1983 Priscilla H. Walker 

PLC 215/440 Lawrence B. Efta, Dorothy T. Efta, Anne Arundel County, MD 

to 

7.22.1980 Patrick H. Walker 

$19,260. 7 acres " Dr. Gross Home Place" 

PLC 177/33 H. Craig Hubbard 

to 

11.17.1972 Lawrence B. Efta and Dorothy T. Efta 

PLC 166/368 Rosalie Keene Singers, Baltimore, MD 

to 

9.25 .1970 H. Craig Hubbard and Mary Cosby Hubbard 
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Name Dr. Henry Gross Horneplace 
Continuation Sheet 

Number _JL_ Page 2 

RSM 85/354 

9.15.1953 

Elizabeth Gillingham Riordan et vir, Daniel Riordan, residing at 64 West 
106111 Street, New York City; Matilda C. Gillingham, widow, Francis M. 
Smith and Eugene M. Smith, her husband, residing at 309 Delavan Avenue, 
Margate, New Jersey, Carl G. Gillingham and Helen J. Gillingham, George 
H. Gillingham and Janice Gillingham, William Joseph Gillingham and 
Genevieve Gillingham, residing at Pleasantville, New Jersey; Margaret E. 
Rossiter and Thomas Rossiter, residing at 2434 Oakdale Street, Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania, and Albert Louis Gillingham and Elizabeth J. Gillingham, 
Residing at 1615 Elaine Street, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 

to 

Rosalie Keene Singers 

Whereas, a certain Rachel L. Gross, widow by her last will and testament, 
recorded, JWF 2/437, thereon devised to her nephew, George Haywood 
Gillingham, a lot of land, with buildings and improvements thereon, that 
was then locally known as the " Dr. Gross Horne Place," situated at Golden 
Hill, in Lakes District of Dorchester County; the land containing about 5 
acres; and 

Whereas , the said George Haywood Gillingham died in or about the year 1900, 
leaving surviving him his wife, Elizabeth E. Gillingham, and she died in or 
about the year 1945, both of them intestate, the said George Haywood 
Gillingham at the time of his death owning, in fee simple, the said "Dr. 
Gross Horne Place," and the said George Haywood Gillingham and his wife 
Elizabeth E. Gillingham, left as their only heir at law a son Carl Gillingham, 
who was married to Matilda C. Gillingham, the later being one of the 
grantors herein, 

Whereas the said owners of said property have sold it to Rosalie Keene 
Singers, residing at 5104 Beaufort Avenue, in the City of Baltimore ... 
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Name Dr. Henry Gross Homeplace 
Continuation Sheet 

Number _JL Page 3 

Will Book 
JWF 2/437 

Written 
1.5.1897 
Proved 
8.3 . 1898 

Will Book 
JWF 1/444 

Written 
4.11.1889 
Proved 
1.18.1894 

FJH 3/253 

9.30.1854 

Last Will and Testament of Rachel L. Gross, widow 

to, nephew 

George Haywood Gillingham 

I give and devise my home place known as "Richard's Discovery," 
absolutely 

Executor, brother-in-law, Dr. John L. Gross 

Last Will and Testament of Dr. Henry Gross 

to, wife, Rachel L. Gross 

... all my estate real personal and mixed 

Caleb Hubbard and his wife Jane 

to 

Dr. Henry Gross 

$250 .. .. "Addition to Thompson's Chance" 23 acres 
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Name Dr. Henry Gross Homeplace 
Continuation Sheet 

Number__§_ Page 4 

FJH 4/ 184 

4.3.1857 

FJH 5/ 107 

6.3.1861 

FJH 5/639 

8.7.1864 

Dr. James L. Bryan and Amelia Bryan 

to 

Dr. Henry Gross of Dorchester County 

Same lands which said Dr. James L. Bryan obtained from Stewart Vickers 
and Mary Vickers his wife by Deed dated 23rd April 1850 recorded in 
WP 5, which Stewart Vickers obtained from Henry Page by deed dated 
July 18, 1842, WJ 1. .. 

John R. Shenton & Charles Shenton 

to 

Dr. Henry Gross 

$111.50 .... Shenton Neglect land description mentions "Dr. Henry Gross 
fence 20 4/5 acres 

Dr. Henry Gross 

to, wife 

Rachel Gross 

in consideration of love and affection ... being the same land which said 
Henry Gross obtained from James L. Bryan 
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FJH 7/62 

4.30.1867 

FJH 10/340 

4.28.1873 

1870 U.S. Census 
Dorchester County 
Population Schedule 

James Smith and wife Margaret 

to 

Dr. Henry Gross 

$300 . .. . "Keene's Security" 51 1,1.i acres 

Henry Gross 

to 

Rachel Gross 

$700 and love and affection ... a tract of land called "Addition to Thompson's 
Chance" also "Shenton ' s Neglect," also "Shenton's Addition," also a tract 
of land called "Keene 's Security," also "Keene's Misfortune" 

Henry Gross, 47, Physician, Value of Land, $2,000; Value of Per. Prop. $1,000 
Rachel " , 48, Keeping House 
George Gillingham, 14 
Thomas Gillingham, 1 8 
Mark Ennalls, 14 



9. Major Bibliographical References 

Dorchester County Land Records, various volumes, Dorchester County Courthouse. 

Dorchester County Probate Records, various volumes, Dorchester County Courthouse. 

"Find A Grave," Ancestry.com 

Inventory No. D-26 

John L. Graham, The 1877 Atlases and Other Early Maps of the Eastern Shore of Mwyland, Wicomico Bicentennial Committee, 
p. 69. 

Ninth Census of the United States, (1870), Dorchetser County Population Schedule, Ancestry.com. 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of surveyed property 
Acreage of historical setting 
Quadrangle name 

7 acres 
20 + acres 

Golden Hill Quadrangle Quadrangle scale: ~1=:2~4~0~0~0 ____ _ 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

The metes and bounds of this property are coincidental with the current boundary of the lot. 

11. Form Prepared by 

name/title . 

organization 

street & number 

city or town 

Paul B. Touart, Architectural Historian 

Chesapeake Country Heritage & Preservation date 10.9.2012 

Cedar Hill, P. 0. Box 5 telephone 410-651-1094 

Westover state Maryland 21871 

The Maryland Inventory of Historic Properties was officially created by an Act of the Maryland Legislature 
to be found in the Annotated Code of Maryland , Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and record purposes only 
and do not constitute any infringement of individual property rights. 

return to: Maryland Historical Trust 
DHCD/DHCP 
100 Community Place 
Crownsville, MD 21032-2023 
410-514-7600 
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IC\002. 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF 

NOMINATION FORM 
for the 

HISTORIC PLACES, NATIONAL PARKS SERVICE 
• 

COMMON: 

Dr-. Gross' Place 
ANO/OR HISTORIC: 

STREET ANC' NUMBER! 

·~ ; n R. J .f Road .1 mile east of Smithville Road 
CITY OR TOWN: 

. lqnd norchester • 

•i0o• ... :.;.:(·a<s·1···F·.·.·1·c··,,.·y·:,•·o··· .., •• :•· .. ··.•••• •• .····•·• ···•·······••··· ···.····•.··••. > ....• ·.r.·•.··.••···.·• ... ··· .. ·. ·.·.·. ·· · ·· · ·· · · · ·· · •· •······.•··•·.·•.••.·.'.••·.·r.••.t.• •••·•VU t.\.c.•.··.••. < .: ? .· ....... <.•·.··.•·.·····.<.••· ... · .. •·.••.•• .••.••.••• ·.•· .. · ·.• ·.··./.••.••.··.• .. ••.••.••.••.•· -~?'::·:·:·:~:~~~---_ ·_-::::·--·.;fl\··.--~·.-:-~::·:::'.·.:-··-.-·-.:_·:·:~:::::·:_: --- ·.·- ... '··-- - .... , _;. -·- ,' .. ···---

PRESENT USE (Checlr One or More as APPIGPtlate) 

0 Agricultural 0 Government 

0 Commercial 0 Industrial 

0 Educational 0 Military 

0 Entertainment 0 Mus•um 

Lawrence B. Efta 

0 
~ 

0 
0 

Park 

Private Residence 

Religious 

Sci•nlific 

0 Transportation 

0 Other (Specify) 

. . -. . .. 

0 Comments 

W STREET ANO NUMBER: 

w Box 104 
CITY OR TOWN: 

COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF OEEOS, ETC: 

Dorchester Countr---'C~o~u=r=-.;;t=h=o~u=s~e"-~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~---1 
STREE T AN 0 NUMBER: 

DATE OF SURll'EY: 0 Federal 0 State 0 County 0 Local 
bEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS: 

sTR T ANO NUMBER: 

CITY OR TOWN: STATE: 

PS - 709 



--- . 

~ Good 
t----------'---
0 E.xcellent 0 Fair 

CONDITION 
( Check One) 

0 Uncltered 

(Check One) 

0 Deteriorated 0 Ruins 0 ·Unexposed 

(Check One) 

0 Moved g! Original Site 
DESCRIBE THE PRESENT~ ~D ORIGINAL (If known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Dr. Gross' Place stands in a grove of cedar trees on 
a high spot at the headwaters of Honga River. It is an at­
tractively renovated one and one-half story frame dwelling 
painted yellow with white trim. It is three bays long and 
two deep with a brick chimney within each gable. In the 
center of the building was added a porch with 'A~ roof the 
same height as the main part. Its gable is a pediment with 
Palladian-style window. Only along this portion are their 
brackets at the cornice. 

The building is constructed upon brick piers. The 
first story windows have 6/6 sash and the dormers flanking 
the central addition have 4/4 sash. There are 2/2 sash 
windows flanking the chimney on each gable. 

Behind the building is a one story wing with small 
screened porch. m 
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.,.:~m:::~!Ft£if91: i ( i > i .· ... •·-··. n ·••-• •.. ·.·•· ... ·····················•-••-•···· •.. ·.· ...• •· '·d · · .... •.·•-••····-·. ·········· .·.• > • -•.•.... > .·•. •··· .·.·.·.· . ··.·••• • · 
PERIOO (Checlr One or /llore ee Approprlete) 

0 Pre-Columbian 0 16th Century 

0 1 Sth Century 0 17th Century 

SPECIFIC OATE{S) (If Appllc•ble •ndKnown) 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Checlr One or /llore •e Appiopri•te) 

Aboriginal 0 Educatim1 

0 Prehistoric 0 Engineering 

0 Historic 0 Industry 

0 Agriculture 0 Invention 

J8l Architecture 0 Landscape 

0 Att Architecture 

0 C0tnMerce 0 Literature 

0 C0111munications 0 Military 

0 Conservation 0 Music 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

0 
0 

0 
0 
0 

0 
0 

0 18th Century 

l;i!:.1 19th Century 

Political 

Religion/Phi. 

losophy 

Science 

Sculpture 

Social/Humm1-

itarian 

Theater 

T ransportotion 

' ' . - .-. ' ' . . - .. ' - - . 
.
... . - -.- -.-. ' . . . . 

-•' -- --.- ·: __ ·_:::_:: _-:-.-:·:. _··::··· -.· ·.· 
'''•• ----··- - __ · -·:·.-:-. -- .. .:-: .. ·.-.-:·.·:·.-:·:-;.-:·· _._.,._ - .. 

0 20th Century 

0 Urban Planning 

0 Other (Specify) 

' 

Dr. Gross' Place is one of the attractive dwellings 
remaining in Golden Hill. It is a simple vernacular 
structure with alterations around the turn of this century 
attempting to colonialize the ver·nacular building. 
Because of the proportions of the structure with the 
Palladian-style window, there is a certain naieve feeling 
achieved . 

ps-709 
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LATITUDE AND LON<OITUDE COORDINATES 

DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY 

... ..· - -.- .·.--.- .:· -.-· -- -- .. '.'.' -- .. ··. - ···- .. ·.:·::::· ·.·--· ... · 1 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .... ·.·.· .... ·. . ,.,. 
LATITUDE A Np LONGITUDE COOR DINA TES 

0 DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY 

R OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES 
i~~--~~~~~~~~~..--~~~~~~~-1 r~~~~~~~~~---r~--'....:..:..::..:..:..:::=-.~~~~-4 

CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE 

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds 

NW 0 • • 0 • 

NE 0 • • 0 • 
SE 0 • • 0 • 

0 • • 0 • 
APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: 

·Acreage Justification: 

• 

I 

I 
I 

District 4, Map 77, p. 23 

-

-

NAME AND Tl TL E: 

• 
• 

• 
• 

LATITUDE 

Degrees Minutes 
0 • 

- - - - ·. 

Michael Bourne Architectural Consultant 
ORGANIZATION 

• ,, inn ~istnrical Trust 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

Shaw House 
CI TY OR TOWN: 

=~__,[j,· ,, .anolis 
-12; 

21 State Circle 
STATE 

Ma.1. vland 

Seconds. 
• 

.,.,State Liaison Officer Review: (Off ice Use Onlv) 

Significance 
National D 

Signature 

of this property 
State D Local D 

• 
l.S: 

LONGITUDE 

Degrees 
0 

Minutes Seconds 

• • 

DATE 

Nov 1975 

21401 
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