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5. Classification
O\rmership of Property
(Check as many boxes as apply)

BZ]     private

I    public-local
I   public€tate
I    publicLFederal

Category of Property
(Check only one box)

Bzl      building(s)

I    district
I   site
I    structure
I   object

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing)

N/A

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count)

Co ntri buti ng               No ncontri buti ng
10 buildings

sites
structures
Objects

12                                         0          Total

number Of contributing resources previously
listed in the National Register

6. Function or use
Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

DORESTIC/Single dwellinctfarmhouse
COMMERCE/IRADEm arfuent store/ eneral store
AGRICULTURE/Subsistence/Processing/Storage/
Animal Facili

Cunent Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

DORESTIC/Single dwelling
RECREATION AND CULTURE/Gun Club

7. Description
Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions)

EARLY REPUBLIcff ederal
COLO~/Geor

Materials
(Enter categories from instructions)

fou ndation         BRICK
WOOD/Weatherboard/Board and batten

ASPIELT

Namative Descri ptio n
(Describe the historic and cument condition Of the property on one or more continuation sheets)
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Description Surrmary :

The property known historically as Medicine Hill, and also called the Robert F. Tubman
plantation or later, the John E. Applegarth farm, is located at 1130 Hoopers Island Road near the
crossroads community known as Golden Hill in southwestern Dorchester County, Maryland. The
farm complex is situated on a ridge of land framed by a marsh, and is reached by a narrow farm
lane that crosses a bridged feeder stream.  The historic property comprises a ca.1815 house and
an uncommonly extensive complement of domestic and agricultural outbuildings dating from
throughout the 19th centny and into the 20th, including smokehouse, storage shed/wagon shed,
concrete block pump house, milk house, stable/granary/wagon shed, com crib/carriage house,
chicken house and privy. A ca. 1880 frame store building incorporates, as a side wing, part of a
late 18th centny halvparlor house that was moved to its present site from some other location in
the yard.  Formerly the John E. Applegarth Store, which carried dry goods and groceries and
housed a post office, this building currently serves as headquarters for the Medicine Hill Gun
Club.

General Description:

The property known historically as Medicine Hill is located between Hip Roof Road and
Hooper Island Road in the northwestern comer of the Lakes Election District in southwestern
Dorchester County, Maryland.  The farm complex, oriented to the south, is accessed from
HooperlslandRoadbyanarrowfarmlanethatcrossesafeederstreanofSpicerCreek,a
tributry of the nearby Honga RIver in the vicinity of Golden Hill.

Centered in the ten-building complex is a two-story eady 19th -century frame house built
in seven stages between c. 1815 and c. 1980.  The original two-story, three-bay side hall/parlor
frame dwelling is the westernmost portion of the nine-bay strucfue, and it constitutes the fust
periodofconstructionaround1815-20.Thesecondperiod,datingfromc.1820-30,wasexecuted
with a two-story, four-bay stepped profile dining room/service wing addition.  The dining room
was incorporated into the two-story portion with an additional chamber on the second floor.  The
addition also included a single-story section that included a first floor sitting room accessed by a
narrowrearpassage.Thisportionofthehousewaserectedwithanintemalbrickchimneywith
back-to-back fireplace s.

Attached to the gable end of the stepped profile dining room/service wing addition is a
single-story,two-bay,one-roomplankitohenthatappeastobealate18th-centrystructurethat
was reworked during the early 19th century.  Only consisting of three structural walls, the steeply
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pitched gable roof structure was previously part of a ca. 1790 hall/parlor house that existed
elsewhere on the property.  The 18th-century house was divided and repositioned on the property,
part as the attached kitchen and the other part as a doctor's office that was subsequently
incorporated into the two-story late 19th-century Applegarth store.

Around 1885, the main block was enlarged with a twolstory porch tower addition
sheltering the front entrance, and around the same time the single-story section of the service
wing was raised to a two-story height.  The main house as well as the additions were restyled
with extended eaves and returns.

The south (main) elevation is an asymmetrical nine-bay fagade with the projecting porch
tower sheltering the front entrance.  The first-floor rooms are lighted by a combination of six-
over-six and nine-over-six sash windows framed by ovolo backband surrounds and bullnose
molded sills. The exterior of the house is sheathed with a combination of beaded and plain
weatherboards.   The front entrance has a four-pane transom, and the opening is filled with a
partially glazed early 20th-century door.  The doorway is framed by an early 19th-century
suround enhanced with an ovolo molded backband.  The furst floor of the porch is screened in.
Also evident within the porch is a vertical comer board between the third and fourth bays that
marks the transition between the first period house and the second period addition.

The porch tower is visually divided on the exterior by a pent eave that wraps the three
sides of the tower.  The second story is enclosed and covered with plain weatherboards.  Each
side is pierced by a two-over-two sash window.  Fixed in the upper gable end of the porch tower
is a Venetian style three-part window with a centered two-over-two sash window flanked by
single-pane sash sidelights.  The edge of the tower roof has an extended eave with a decorated
bargeboard.  The second story of the early 19th-century house is lighted by six-over-six sash
windows framed by ovolo molded backband surrounds and bullnose molded sills.

The south side of the east end service wing has a pent Cave supported on brackets that
shelters two board-and-batten doors that open into the kitchen and adjacent room of the service
wing.  The second floor of this section, which was raised around 1885-90, is sheathed with plain
weatherboards and is pierced by two-over-two sash windows.  An interior brick stack pierces the
roofline and is finished with a corbelled cap.

The south elevation of the east end kitchen wing is pierced by the door opening as well as
an adjacent window.  The kitchen wing is covered with plain weatherboards.  Rising against the
eastgableendisanexteriorbrickchimneystackbuiltwithawidebaseandcorbelledsidesthat
rise to a single flue stack.  The flush gable end of the kitchen wing is finished with a plain
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bargeboard.  A six-over-six sash window pierces the east end wall to the north of the chimney
stack.

The west gable end of the main block retains its original beaded weatherboards.
Centered on the wall is an exterior common bond brick chimney with a corbelled base and
corbelled shoulders at the second story level.  The double flue chimney stack pierces the
extended Cave of the gable end and it is finished with a corbelled cap.  Small four-pane windows
finished with ovolo molded backband surrounds and bullnose molded sills light the attic.

The noith side of the house is an asymmetrical elevation partially sheathed with beaded
and plain weatherboards.  The first and second floors of the original early 19th-century house are
lighted by six-over-six sash windows.  The rear entrance is covered by a single-story, frame
bathroom/laundry room added around 1980.  It has a gable end pediment that finishes a low-
pitched gable roof.  A door pierces its north gable end wall.  Extending from the eastern end
service wing section is a singlelstory hip roofed frame bathroom wing covered with plain
weatherboards.  The north side of the kitchen is covered by a single-story shed roofed porch that
incorporates an enclosed pantry sheathed with plain weatherboard siding.  Attached to the east
end of the shed porch is a pyramidal roofed spring house built atop a rusticated concreted block
foundation and sheathed with plain weatherboard siding.  The west side of the spring house
sheltered by the porch is pierced by a board-and-batten door, whereas the other three sides are
pierced by small louvered openings.  Fixed atop the main pyranidal roof is a pyranidal-roofed
cupola with narrow vents in each side.  The base end of a tapered finial protrudes through the
peak of the cupola.

The interior of the house retains most of its original early 19th-century woodwork.  The
side hall features a dog-leg staircase enhanced with a square cross-sectioned newel post fitted
with a molded cap.  A molded handrail is fixed to the newel posts with a pinned mortise-and-
tenon joint.  The handrail is supported by a series of rectangular balusters.  The outer end of the
staircase has a scroll decorated stringer, and the triangular space beneath the stringer is finished
with flush horizontal boards.  Access under the staircase is provided through a raised four-panel
door.

The interior partition of the hall is pierced by a centered six-panel door framed by a cyma
curve backband. On the reverse side of the six-panel door is the only surviving early l9th-century
rin lock in the house.  It retains its original brass knobs.   Also enhancing the hall interior are
early 19th-centny chair rail and beaded baseboard moldings, and an early-to mid-19th-century
plaster cornice.
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The adjacent parlor features an original Federal style mantel comprised of a five-part
paneled frieze supported by fluted pilasters resting on molded bases.  The five-part paneled
frieze has three projecting flush panels, and the entire frieze is topped by a molded and broken
profile shelf.  The shelf is enhanced with a cyma recta crown molding that breaks out above each
molded frieze panel.  The mantel is decorated also with small panels of reeding in repeating
intervals across a narrow band under the crown molding as well as on the surface of the hearth
surround.  During the late 19th or early 20th century, the mantel was given a marbleized paint
finish by William F. Applegarth's daughter, Annita (1880-1981) while in residence at Medicine
Hill.1

The second story of the original c. 1815-20 side halvparlor house retains most of its early
I 9th-century woodwork including the open Federal staircase that rises to the third-floor attic.  On
the second floor two adjacent six-panel doors are framed by cyma reversa molded backbands,
and early I 9th-century chair rail and baseboard moldings trim the wall surfaces.  The left or
southern of the two doors opens into a small chamber, whereas the right door provides access to
a small chamber that was converted into a bathroom during the early-to-mid 20th century.  A flat
fourlpanel late 19th-century door in the south wall, fianed by a bulls-eye block surround, opens
into the porch tower chamber.

An early 19thlcentury raised panel door in the east wall of the hall opens into the dining
room chamber.  The open stringer staircase continues to the attic level.  The interior wall
surfaces of the stair hall at the attic level are finished with a combination of vertical beaded
boards and plaster, The adjacent attic spaces are unfinished other than a coat of whitewash.  The
common rafter roof system in the west end attic has lapped collar beams fastened with mature
cut nails.  The attic space on the east side of the attic stair hall is unfinished as well, with an
exposed common rafter roof system and nailed collars.  On the gable end of the original house,
above the level of the collar beams, is a series of painted weatherboards indicating the fomerly
exposed end of the c.1815-20 house.  When the porch tower was built, a doorway was cut
through the roof framing to provide access into a garret chamber finished with a vaulted ceiling.
The garret chamber is entered through a short four-panel door framed by a plain surround.  The
underside of the porch tower roof, outside the garret chamber, is fitted with small cubby-like
storage closets.

The interior of the dining room in the second period addition retains an early 19th-century
Federal mantel consisting of a molded firebox suround and a paneled frieze below a molded
mantel shelf.  A built-in dining room cupboard to the south of the fneplace retains a pair of

i Applegarth Family Oral mstory, E-mail conespondence  7.19.2017,
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raised two-panel upper doors and a pair of flush panel lower doors.  The cupboard unit is
accented with an original crown molding.

The dining room chamber on the second floor retains a Federal period mantel and over-
mantel consisting of a molded fireplace suround topped by two vertical flush panels.  Fixed
above the two vertical flush panels is a complex molded mantel shelf, over which there is a long
rectangular flush panel defining the overmantel.  Resting atop the over mantel is a plain board
shelf.  To the right (south) of the fireplace is a raised-four panel door that is hung on wrought
iron EEL hinges.  The door has a Victorian rim lock fitted with white porcelain knobs.

On the first floor, the room between the dining room and the kitchen, now used as a bed
chamber, has an exterior door as well as an inside door accessing the rear passage.  The room
retains an original second quarter of the 19th-century mantel, built-in storage cupboard and an
enclosed winder staircase in the northeast comer.  The closed stringer staircase has a series of
narrow balusters that support a molded handrail, which is anchored by a square cross-section
newel post.  The staircase rises in five steps to a beaded board-and-batten door hung on wrought
iron EL hinges.  The mantel has semi-detached columns that flank a flat rectangular panel above
the firebox.  The flanking columns rise to capitals in the shape of blocks trimmed with an early
19th-century molding that supports a thin mantel shelf.  Fixed in the recess south of the freplace
is a built-in cupboard with a flush fourlpanel door.  A small cupboard space above is accessed by
a pair of rectangular flush panel cupboard doors.

The room above was built during the late 19th century, and it is finished with Victorian
woodwork.  Bulls-eye block surrounds frame the windows and doors, and a late l 9th-century
stair railing features tuned balusters and tuned newel posts with ball finials.  The floor is laid
with narow tongue-and-groove boards.  In the northeast comer there is a flat four-panel door
that opens into an enclosed stair that provides access to the unfinished attic above.  The
unfinished attic has a common rafter roof system.  A flat four-panel door in the attic provides
access into the attic space above the dining room chamber.

The interior of the kitchen wing has been reworked during the late l9th and early 20th
centuries.  The comer winder staircase in the southeast comer dates from the late 19th century.
There is an exposed wall of beaded siding on the west side of the kitchen, a fomer exterior wall
later covered by the relocation of the late 18th-century structure to the end of the house as a
kitchen.  A section of early 19th-century chair rail survives on the north wall, and the rear kitchen
door is hung on wrought iron strap hinges pivoting on driven pintels.  The cooking fireplace is
framed by a wide wooden board surround.  The room above the kitchen is plainly finished.

OUTBUILDINGS
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Standing off the southeast comer of the kitchen is a single-story, gable-roofed fiane
smokehouse supported on brick piers and covered with plain weatherboard siding.  The early
1 9th-century frane structure is covered by a steeply pitched gable roof finished with flush gable
ends.  An off-center board-and-batten door pierces the west gable end, and it is hung on long
wrought-iron strap hinges.  The interior is fully smoke blackened, and the roof framing has
hooks formerly used to hang meat.

Due east of the smokehouse is a gable roofed frame structure supported on brick piers
and covered by vertical board siding.  The building is extended on its east side by an open shed
roofed wagon storage bay.  Board doors provide access to the exposed frame interior fitted with
a board floor.  Circular saw kerf marks indicate the building was erected during the third quarter
of the I 9th century.

East of the kitchen wing is a single-story, pyramidal roofed, rusticated concrete block
pump house dating from the eady 20th century.  The rusticated concrete block structure is
covered with a pyramidal roof sheathed with asphalt shingles.  An opening on the east side
of the pump house is fitted with a diagonal board door.

Centrally located in the backyard is a mid 19th-century frame milk house supported on a
brick pier foundation and covered with wide weatherboard siding.  A boardland-batten door
pierces the east side, and louvered openings are located on the north and south sides.  The dairy
has an unusual and possibly unique "hooded" roof design with the main roof supported on
cantilevered plates and comer braces above a wooden plank roof that covers the milk house
interior.  The hooded design provided an air space between the two roof surfaces, thereby
protecting the milk products stored inside.  There are also two additional louvered vents
positioned in the upper gable ends front and back.  The interior of the milk house is fitted with
characteristic shelving and it retains a whitewashed finish.

A range of farln buildings is located along the north side of the backyard.  These
buildings include a combination third quarter of the l 9th-century granary/stable/wagon shed, a
combination early 20th-century carriage house/corn crib, and an early 20thlcentury chicken
house.  The story-and-a-half frame granary is supported by brick piers and it is sheathed with
board-and-batten siding. Built around 1870, the rectangular main block is extended on its east
side with a shed roofed wagon bay and to the west by a three-sectioned shed roofed stable.
Board-and-batten doors provide access to the various interiors including the loft of the main
oranary.
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Standing slightly north and west of the granary is the combination carriage house and
corn crib dating to the early 20th century.  The long gable roofed carriage house has gable end
doors in its west end, and the building is sheathed plain weatherboard siding.  The attached com
crib, also dating to the early 20th century, has a combination of board-and-batten and vertical slat
siding.  The steeply pitched roof has extended eaves and exposed rafter tails.  The com crib has
an upper and a lower level; the lower level has a protective metal sheathed interior.

Located east of the granary is a single-story, gable-roofed frame chicken house also
dating from the early 20th century.  The long rectangular structure has a medium pitched seaned
metal roof, and the roof ridge is enhanced with decorative pressed metal, scroll-shaped end
ornaments.  The south side is pierced by a series of board doors and paired or single fourlpane
windows.  The door openings are fitted with screen doors as well.

On the eastern edge of the backyard bordered by marsh is a single-story shed roofed
privy, a rebuilt frame structure with a mixture of whitewashed and unpainted interior framing.
There is also a mixture of mature cut and wire nails.  A board-andlbatten door is fixed in the
west side, and louvered openings are located on the north and south sides.  The exterior is
covered with plain weatherboard siding.

A notable feature of the Medicine Hill fain complex is the former John E. Applegarth
store and post office located west of the main house.  The two-story rectangular gable-front
store, built around 1880, is extended on its west side by a single-story wing that is a late 18th-
century hall/parlor house moved to this location from elsewhere on the property to serve as a
doctor's office and subsequently incorporated into the John E. Applegarfu store during the
1880s.  The entire structure is supported by a minimal brick foundation and the exteriors are
sheathed with plain weatherboard siding.  The steeply pitched roofs of both sections are covered
with asphalt shingles. Located in front of the Applegarth store is a concrete pad that fomerly
served as the base for a Pure Oil gasoline pump.

The south (main) elevation of the 1880s store is a three-bay fapade with a center double-
door entrance with partially glazed doors.  The center entrance is flanked by six-over-six sash
windows fitted with iron grilles.  The second floor and gable end are defined by six-over-six sash
windows as well.  Trirming the comers of the l 880s store are plain pilasters that rise to the
extended eave and returns of the gable end.  A single-flue brick stove stack pierces the center of
the 1880s store building.  The west side of the store is extended on its rear comer by the late
18th-centny wing and a single-story shed roofed addition stretches along the balance of the west
store wall.  The late 18th-century lateral wing is extended on its north (rear) side by a shed
roofed addition.
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The interior of the store and fomer late 18th-century house retain period finishes
reflective of their original construction.  The J. E. Applegarth store interior has horizontal
tongue-and-groove beaded board walls.  It also retains interior chamfered support posts and some
of the original store counters.  Fixed in the southwest comer is a stair fitted with a simple stick
style balustrade anchored at its base by a large, chamfered edge newel post topped by a beveled
Cap.

The interior of the late 18th-century hall/parlor house is one of the most significant
aspects of the Medicine Hill complex.  The hall/parlor plan house was erected with an exposed,
decorated framework of comer posts, horizontal plates, intermediate posts and floor joists. The
west gable end wall on the first floor is enhanced with a field of raising paneling and a built-in
comer cupboard, all of which is finished with a crown molding enriched with a dentiled bed
molding.  The comer cupboard has butterfly shaped shelves.  Wall surfaces adjacent to the raised
paneling and comer cupboard retain portions of plaster over riven lath fastened with wrought
iron nails.  Surviving on a section of plaster next to the comer cupboard is a pencil drawing of
two-masted schooner.

Fixed in the southwest comer is an enclosed winder staircase with an exposed series of
steps retaining a molded handrail and a few diamond cross-sectioned balusters. Inside the
enclosed portion of the stair is another section of handrail.  Chamfered-edge posts with a rounded
head anchor a molded handrail supported by diamond cross-sectioned balusters resting atop a
closed stringer.  The chamfered newel post at the head of the staircase extends down through the
floor and is finished with a tear-drop shaped stop.

The loft of the fomer 1 8th-century halvparlor house retains a combination of lath covered
walls and vertical beaded board wall finishes. The head of the stair is enclosed with a section of
vertical beaded board partition trirmed on one comer with an ovolo backband molding.  An
inner vertical board partition also survives and divides the loft space into two rooms.  Also
evident are fomer openings for original dormers that were later removed from the structure.
Plaster stains on the inside surfaces of the rafter blades indicate their fomer position and inside
plastered finish.  Surviving on the east end of the loft interior are sections of wide weatherboard
siding probably original to the late 18th-century structure.
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8. Statement of Significance
Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark -x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualftying the property for
National Register listing)

I   A     Property is associated with events that have made a
significant contribution to the broad pattern of our
history.

I   8     Property associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

x      C     Property embodies the distinctive characteristics ofa
type, period, or method of construction or represents
the work of a master, or possesses high ardstjc values,
or represents a significant and distinguishable entity
whose components lack individual distinction.

I    D     Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, infomation
important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply)

Property is:

I   A     owned by a religious institution or used for religious
purposes.

I    8     removed from itsoriginal location.

I   C     abirthplaceorgrave.

I   D    acemetery.

I    E     a reconstructed building, object, or structure.

I   F     a commemorative property.

I   G     less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement Of Slgnificahce
(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets)

Area of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions)

ARclrmcTT7RE

Period Of Significance

c. 1790 to c.  1930

Significant Dates

N/A

Sl9nificant Person
(Complete if Criterion 8 is marked above)

N/A

Cultural Affiliation

N/A

ArchitecvBuilder

Unknown

9. Major Bibliographical References
Bibliography
(Cife the books, articles, and other souroes used in preparing this fom on one or more continuation shoots)

Previous documenfation on files (NPS):

H      preliminary determination of individual listing (36
CFR 67) has been requested

I      previously listed in the National Register
I      previously determined eligible by the National Register
I     designated a National Historic Landmark
I      recorded by Historic American Buildings survey

H      recorded by Historic American Engineering Record
#

Primary location of additional data:

I     State Historic preservation office
I    Otherstate agency
I     Federalagency
H     Local government
I     University
H     Other

Name of repository:
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Summary Statement of Significance :

Medicine Hill is significant under Criterion C on as an exceptionally complete and
unaltered assemblage of vernacular domestic and agricultural buildings on the lower Eastern
Shore of Maryland dating from c.1790 to c.1930.  The two-story Federal period frame
plantation house was built c. 1815 and c. 1830, and retains a high percentage of original, expertly
crafted Federal style interior and exterior finishes.  The property comprises a large and
uncommonly intact complement of domestic and agricultural outbuildings, including a
smokehouse and a milk house with a unique double pyramidal roof, both contemporaneous with
the main house.  The other outbuildings reflect the evolution of the farmstead throuchout the l9th
centny and into the 20th.  Finally, the property features a ca.1880 general store building with its
interior fixtures and finishes largely intact, and this building incorporates a late 18th century
house with a decorative articulated frame.

The Period of Significance, c.1790--c.1930, begins with the construction date of the
earliest srfucture on the property, the hall/parlor plan house later incorporated into the store
building, and ends when the property fully achieved its historic and current fom and appearance.

Elaboration on S ignificance :

The early l9th -century house reflects the characteristic separation of spaces occupied by
the white owners versus their Affican-American slaves.  Typical of the region's stepped profile
plantation houses of the ante-bellum period, there was no direct interior access between the
kitchen and its loft -- the domain of servants -and the owners' spaces. During the ownership of
the Tubman and later Applegarth families, the slave-occupied loft above the kitchen was
physically separate and segregated from the other sections of the house.

Following the Civil War, the Federal house was modified around 1885 with the addition
of a front porch tower, extended eaves and a raising of a section of the service wing to a two-
story height.  A second period of modifications, executed around 1900-10, included
improvements to the service wing with the addition of a shed porch incorporating an attached
spring house and kitchen pantry.  The later periods of alterations to the early l9th-century Federal
house reflect stylistic and functional trends that influenced domestic architecture on the lower
Eastern Shore during the mid to late 19th century and the early 20th century.  The porch tower and
the extended eaves followed prevailing taste in Victorian design and construction.  The attached
spring house, pantry and bathroom were built in response to improvements to the domestic
function of the house.
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The property is also significant for the survival of a late 18th -entury hall/parlor plan
house built with an articulated, decorated frame. Comer posts, intemediate posts, plates, and
joists are all exposed and finished with decorated edges.  The ground floor interior is enhanced
with a raised-panel end wall, builtlin comer cupboard, and an enclosed winder stair reflective of
superior architectural craftsmanship for the late 18th century in Dorchester County. The end wall
raised paneling and comer cupboard feature a finely executed crown molding with a dentiled bed
molding.  The enclosed staircase survives with diamond cross-sectioned balusters, molded
handrails, chalnfered newel posts, and a tear drop stop finish to the end of the second floor newel
post.  The loft retains vertical board paneling that divides the space into two rooms and finishes
the stair enclosure. The loft also retains riven oak lath fastened with wrought-iron lath nails.

Wrought-nail construction and the articulated frame of the 18th ientury house differs
distinctly and importantly from the early 19th-century mature cut-nail construction and flush
framed wall system used to build the main house.  The contrasting framing and decorative
finishes between the two dwellings provides an instructive example reflective of the changing
nature of Chesapeake region house construction occurring during the late 1 8th and early I 9th
cenunies.2

The outbuilding complex is also significant as it reflects building traditions and methods
of domestic food processing and storage, agricultural crop storage, and animal housing over a
period spanning the early to mid 19th century to the early 20th century.  The "hooded" mik house
standing behind the house, dating to the second quarter of the l9th century, is a particularly
distinctive and inventive example of milk house construction whereby the roof structure was
built in two layers with an air space between in an effort to protect the dairy products stored
inside.  This method of milk house construction is not known elsewhere on the Eastern Shore.
Another building in the complex, the smokehouse that stands in front of the kitchen wing, is
dated to the early 19th century as well.  The outbuilding complex also includes a late l9th -
centny granary/stable/wagon shed, an early 20th -century rusticated concrete block pump house,
an early 20th -century privy, a mid 19th -century ban with a shed roofed section for animal stalls,
an early 20th -centny chicken house, and an early 20th-century com house with an attached
section for the storage of fain implements.

Additionally, the two-story Applegarth store in the midst of the Medicine Hill farm
complex is a rare combination of agricultural and commercial purposes on the same property.

Resource History and Historic Context:

2 Willie Onhan, "Timber Framing," in Cary Carson and Carl R. Lounsbury, ed, 7%e Chexpcafe J7oe4se, Chapel  in: University
of North Carolina Press, pp. 206-220.
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The Medicine Hill farm is located on a ridge of land framed by creeks and marsh at the head of
the Honga River.  Referenced in a Dorchester County land record, a tract of 25 acres known as
"RIchards Beginning and Mount Pleasant" was conveyed from Dorsey Wyvill to Robert F.

Tubman (1792-1864) for $1,400 in November 1815.3    The significant suni of$1,400 for the
transfer of 25 acres suggests the Richards Beginning and Mount Pleasant tracts were improved
with substantial structures that included the single-story halvparlor plan dwelling that survives
on the property.  The approxinate construction date of 1790-1800 aligns with the architectural
finishes and wroughtlnail construction of the single-story hall/parlor house that was later moved
and incorporated as part of the twolstory, gable-front commercial building.  The mature cut nails
and wrought hinges found in the two-story, three-bay Federal period house point to a
construction date around 1815-20 after the Wyvill/Tubman land transaction.  The November
1815 date of the Wyvill/Tubman land transfer of RIchards Beginning also coincides with the
same time when Robert F. Tubman married Dorothy Staple fort on December 4.  The couple
occupied the RIchards Beginning tract, which Dr. Tubman renamed ``Medicine Hill."4

A graduate of the University of Pennsylvania Medical School, Robert Francis Tubman
was the son of Richard Tubman Ill (1752-1813) and Mary Keene.5  As the youngest of four sons,
Robert F. Tubman established his own estate in southwestern Dorchester County in proximity to
the family's ancestral lands known as St. Giles Field, acquired by RIchard Tubman I (d.1717)
during the 17th century.

During the second quarter of the 19th century, Robert F. Tubman assembled an
impressive estate in southwestern Dorchester County.  On July 30, 1828 Robert F. Tubman
purchased a large assemblage of tracts from Dorchester County sheriff, Nathaniel Applegarth.6
The Griffith family plantation lands, naned in the court ordered settlement between George
Griffith and Stewart Keene, encompassed 865.50 acres and included  tracts ``Keene's Burrows,"
"Whitely' s Adventure," "Surveyor' s Point," "Robsons Pasture and Piney Point," "Keene' s

Purchase," "Walnut Neck," "Contention," "Kemble' s Increase" (a resurvey), part of ``Richard' s
Begirming," "Strawberry Grove," and "Addition to Strawberry Grove."

The year before, in April 1827, Robert F. Tubman is recorded as the grantee in a
transaction from Howes and Henrietta Maria Goldsborough for a 326-acre plantation on the

3DorchesterCountyLandRecord,ER4/67,Writtenll.27.1815,Recorded2.26.1816.DorchesterCountyCourthouse,Cambridge,

Mayland.
4 Dorchester County Marriage Records, 12.4.1815, Dorchester County Courthouse, Cambridge, Maryland.
5 Maryland Genealogical Society Bulletins, n. p..

6 Dorchester County Land Record, ER 11/128, July 30, 1828, Dorchester County Courthouse, Cambridge, Maryland.
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Transquaking River along the road between Ennalls Feny and Cambridge.7  Two years later, in
November 1829, Robert F. Tubman is recorded as buying George W. Keene's interest in lands in
southwestern Dorchester for $500.8  It was during the late 1820s and the early 1830s, that the
Medicine Hill plantation house was improved with the two-story gable end dining room and
service wing addition.  The single story, gable roofed smokehouse that stands in front of the
kitchen wing likely dates from this period as well as the "hooded" milk house that stands in the
backyard.

In early 1829, Dorothy Staple fort Tubman died on February 2.  Dr. Tubman remarried
Mary Gaither Keene (1811-1876) on May 30,1830.  Robert F. Tubman continued to add to his
land holdings during the 1830s; he acquired the goods, chattels and lands of George W. Keene
on March 3,1830.9  Three years later, in April 1833, he purchased lands belonging to Daniel
Meekins including "Johnson's Misfortune" on the south side of the Blackwater RIver as well as
"Shenton's Delight," `Neglect," John's Delight," "Working Ridge," `` Johnson's Seat" and
"Hazzard."]°  Listed in 1830 U.S. Census, Dr. Robert F. Tubman resided in District 5 with seven

slaves.1l

During the 1840s, Dr. Tubman continued to add to his land holdings in the Blackwater
region with the purchase of the lands of Thomas H. Meekins.t2 While he was adding to his
plantation and timber lands in southwestern Dorchester County during the early 1840s, he
purchased the Glasgow estate on the edge of Cambridge on April 14, 1842.]3  He negotiated a
$4,000 mortgage for the 360-acre plantation with George J. Robertson.  After this purchase Dr.
Tubman and his family relocated to the Glasgow plantation.  In an 1850 land transfer for part of
"RIchard's Begirming," executed between Stewart and Mary Vickers and James L. Bryan, the

property description included the land reference,

. . .on the North side Of the Couty Rjoad that leads from Charles Sheuton's to Moses L.
Keene's Plantation and opposite Dr. Robert F. Tubman's old residence called Medif!ne
Hillbeingonthesaneri-drgeOflandandad0oiningRobertM.Burton'sresidence...\4

7 Dorchester County Land Record, ER 10/477, April 16, 1827, Dorchester County Courthouse, Cambridge, Mayland.
8 Dorchester County Land Record, ER 11/466, November 9, 1829, Dorchester County Courthouse, Cambridge, Maryland, Lands

included in the transaction involved "Contention," "Robsous Pasture and Piney Point," "Surveyor's Point," `"chard's Begivning,"
and "Whiteley' s Adventure," totaling 211 acres.
9 Dorchester County Land Record, ER 11/589, March 3, 1830, Dorchester County Courthouse, Cambridge, Maryland.
`° Dorchester County Land Record, ER 13/173, April 1,1833. Dorchester County Courthouse, Cambridge, Maryland.
i I Fifth Census of the United States,1830, National Archives, ancestry.com.
]2 Dorchester County Land Records, ER 18/144, October 6, 1840; ER 18/544, February 2, 1842, Dorchester County Courthouse,

Cambridge, Maryland.
'3 Dorchester County Land Record, ER 19 and EPL 1/37, Aprfu 14,1842, Dorchester County Courthouse, Cambridge, Maryland.
14 Dorchester County Land Record, WJ 5/382, April 23, 1850, Dorchester County Courthouse, Cambridge, Maryland.
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After Dr. Tubman relocated to Cambridge, the property was occupied for a short period
by a cousin, "Dr. G. A. Tubman," the son of his father's brother Charles Tubman.15 Dr. George
Augustus Tubman left the practice of medicine in exchange for a career in faming, and
Medicine Hill was advertised for rent in the 4merz.ca7¢ and Commercz.a/ Daz./y 4chierfz.ser in
1845.)6  In June 1848, in an issue of the Baltimore S"#, Robert F. Tubman republished an
advertisement offering Medicine Hill for rent:

REDICAL sT4un

THAT much desired Medical Stand is now for rent, where the subscriber lived and
practiced medicine for about thirty years, and only relinquished the sane in consequence
of advancing age and great fatigue of practice.  There is a two story Itwelling House, with
additious at each end, smoke house, carriage house, stables, granary, and all the other necessary
out houses.  There is attached a yard and garden, and also three lots of al>out three acres each, in
tolerable order.  It is situated on the head of a beautiful river, abounding in fish, oysters, terrapins,
crabs, and in fine all the great luxuries of the salt water.  As a medical stand it is a lange opening,
and there are none to equal it in the State. Those persons wishing to rent will do well to call on
the subscriber, who will show the premises.

Robert F. Tubman
June 17,1848.17                                                                          near cambridge

Dr. Tubman and his family occupied the Glasgow plantation during the 1850s, and he is
listed in the Seventh Census of the United States as a 56-year old famer with $30,000 in real
estate and personal property.  He wrote his will in January 1860, and it was proved five years
later on January 2, 1865.18

In 1874, Robert F. Tubman's executor, Benjamin G. Keene, transferred ownership of the
Medicine Hill farm to John Elsey Applegarth (1814-1887), who had maried Ann Maria Tubman
Keene(1811-1889)onAugust31,1840.AnnMarieTubmanKeenewasthedaughterofRichard
Tubman IV (1782-1825) and Zipporch Wallis (1791-1862).19 Am Maria Tubman's fust
husband, John S. Keene, had died in 1836.20  Executor Benjamin G. Keene conveyed

L5 Dorchester County Historical Society, GenealoScal Files, 6.21.2017.
]6jlmerl.camandCommenc!.a/Dai.ly4drer#.Ser,July1845,citationprovidedbyElizabethBeckley,1.30.2017.
]7 Baltimore Sow, June 17, 1848, citation provided by Elizabeth Beckley, 1.30.2017.
'8DorchesterCountyWillBook,EWL1/305,Written1.7.1860;Proved1.2.1865.DorchesterCountyRegisterofwills,Dorchester

County Courthouse, Cambridge, Mayland.
L9 Applegarth Family Genealogy, Elmail correspondence from Paul V. Applegarth, 7.19.2017.
2°DorchesiterCountyCinedogicalRecords,DorchesterCountyHstoricalSociety,TublnanFamilypapers,Cambridge,Maryland;
Find A Grave Memorial, Clack's Manor Cemetery, Golden mll, Dorchester County, Maryland.
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.... all those tracts, parts Of tracts and parcels Of land Of the tract Of land called
RIchards Beginning Of which Robert F. Tubman died seized and possessed known as
"Medicine Hill,"  ``Piney Point" together with and (sic) lot Of ten acres more or less, an

oyster lot Of one half acre more or less ...All which land lying and being in Lakes District
at the head Of ``Honga RIver" and South Of the County road leading from Charles
Sheuton's to the late Henry Keene 's residence ... containing in all seventy eight (78) acres
more or less . . .21

The Medicine Hill fami was located near the crossroads known as Golden Hill where the
Shenton windmill stood.  In addition to being a famer with real estate and personal property
valued at $6,000,22  J. E. Applegarth also operated a store and post office on the property as
indicated on the Lake District map of the Lake, Griffmg, and Stevenson atlas published in
I 877.23  The Lake District business directory listed

J. E. Applegarth, Dealer in Dry Goods, Groceries and all kinds of goods usually kept in
a country store.  Residence and store at Golden Hill P. 0.

By the time of the 1870 U. S. Census, John Applegath is listed as a "Retired Grocer" and
he had increased his real estate and personal property holdings to $14,000.24 His 27-year old son,
William F. Applegarth, served for a time as the postmaster.25  John E. Applegarth also served as
a part-time undertaker and he had a barrel factory on the farm to aid in cargo shipments to and
from Medicine Hill.

On May 23, 1887, John E. Applegarth, who had moved to Martinsburg, West Virginia,
died intestate.  A settlement between his heirs, William F. Applegarth and Nora S. Keene,
followed in July 1888.26  Nora S. Keene and her husband Samuel A. Keene transferred the
Medicine Hill farm along with numerous other parcels in the Lcke's Election District to William

2' Dorchester County Land Record, FJII 9/447, July 2, 1874, Dorchester County Courthouse, Cambridge, Mayland.
22 Eighth Census of the United States, (1860), Population Schedule, Natiorml Archives.
Z3 IcihaL. Ctrcham, ed., The 1877 AIla;es and Other Early Maps Of the Eastern Shoire Of Maryland. Wieowico Fti-edwial
Committee, 1976, p. 70.
24 Ninth Census of the United States, Population Schedule for Dorchester County, National Archives as cited on Ancestry.com.
25 U.S. Appointments ofu. S. Postinasters, 1832-1971, as cited on Ancestry.com.
26 Dorchester Courty Land Record, CL 11/691, July 9, 1888, Dorchester County Courthouse, Canbridge, Maryland.  "This deed

made this 9th day of July A.D. 1888, between Samuel A. Keene and Nora S. Keene, his wife, of Howard county, State of
Maryland,ofthefirstpatandWillianF.ApplegarthofDorchesterCounty,StateofMarylandofthesecondpartWitnesseth
that whereas the said Win T. Applegarth and Nora S. Keene sole heirs at law & children of John E. Applegrrth, late of
Martiusburg,WestVirginiawhodiedintestatemutuallyagreeingtodividealltherealestatebetweenthemofwhichtheirfanerdied
seized and possessed. . ."
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F. Applegarth for the sum of $5,900.  At the time settlement, the Medicine Hill fain,
encompassing 190 acres, was combined with seven other tracts totaling 1185 acres.

William F. Applegarth (1842-1920) attended St. John's College in Annapolis, and at age
thirty-five he married Emma Annette Keene (1858-1943) in 1877.  The couple had nine children;
William F., Jr., John Elcey, Annita, Edna, John Earle, Vivian Evelyn, Samuel Hubert, Harold
Gregory and Cecil Keene.27  In the 1900 U.S. Census, Willian F. Applegarth, aged 58, is listed
as a "Capitalist," and he is grouped in the census with his wife `Nettie," 22-year old Willian F.,
Jr., a teacher; "Anita," who is listed in school; Hubert, also in school as well as repairing
bicycles; Harold and Cecil, both of whom were in listed as students.  It appears that the late l9th
century (c.1885) and early 20th-century improvements (c.1900-1920) to the house and
famstead were accomplished during William F. Applegarth's tenure on the fain.

During William F. Applegarth's ownership of Medicine Hill, his commercial and
agricultural activities expanded to include a canning factory that operated between 1908 and
1920.28    Produce and cargo shipments were made from Medicine Hill's wharf on the Honga
River to Baltimore on a motor vessel called the i4cl7ior¢.29  While the .4arora's trips to Baltimore
were largely commercial shipments, they did include passengers as well.  William F. Applegarth
was also involved in the organization of the fust local telephone company in the region.30 In
Cambridge, William F. Applegaith was closely associated with the Famers & Merchants Bank
as well as the Dorchester National Bank.  Beyond Dorchester County, William F. Applegarth
served in the Maryland House of Delegates in 1894, and he was elected to the Maryland Senate
between 1898 and 1904.

Following William F. Applegarth's death in 1920, his wife Annette remained at Medicine
Hill and for a period was the postmistress in the Applegarth store.31 After Annette died in 1943,
her sister, Susan Amanda Keene (1856-1956) lived in part of the house with a caretaker, Louis
W. Shenton (1912-1993), occupying another part.  In 1983, full interest in the Medicine Hill
farmpassedtoWilliamF.Applegarth,32sonofCecilKeeneApplegarth(1892-1967).
Subsequently, in 2013, the farm was transferred to Cecil Keene Applegarth's grandson, Paul V.
Applegarth.33  The western half of the main house is used by the Applegarth family during

27 Alchives of Mayland, Biographical Series, MSA SC 3520-14788; Applegarth Monument at St. May's Star-of-thelsea Church,
Golden ffill, Mayland.
28 R Lee Burton, Jr., Cownew.eF a/fhe Ecrsferm S77ore, Centreville, Maryland: Tidewater Publishers, 1986, p. 90.
29 Interview with Paul V. Applegarih, William F. Applegarth a. 1919) and  Harold Gregory Applegarth a. 1922)  at

Medicine lfill on June 25, 2017.
30 Ibid.
3\ Ibid.
32 Dorchester County Land Record, 227/31, May 12, 1983, Dorchester County Courthouse, Cambridge, Maryland.
33 Dorchester County Land Record, 1139/292, January 2, 2013, Dorchester County Courthouse, Cambridge, Maryland.
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various visits, and the eastern half is rented by a tenant.  The Applegarth store has been used by
the Medicine Hill Gun Club as its headquarters since the 1980s.
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BZI     See continuation sheet
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A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.

Photographs

Representative black and white photographs of the property.
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(Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)
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(Complete this item at the request Of SHPO or FPO)

nname          IIon. Paul v. Applegarth
street & number          607  Bridgeway Lane telephone 202-352-6021

city or town state    Florida zip code 34108-2778
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Estlmated Burden Sfatom®nt:   Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1  hours per response including the time for reviewing
instructions, gathering and maintaining data. and completing and reviewing the fom.  Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect Of
this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of
Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Project (1024J)018), Washington, DC 20503.

Paper`Arork R®ductlon Statement:  This information



NPS Form 10-900-a
(8$6)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic places
Continuation Sheet

Section .|Q_ Page i

OMB Approval No.1024do18

Medicine mll, D-27
Name of Property

Dorchester County, Maryland
County and State

Verbal Boundary Description:

The boundary is shown on the attached map labeled National Register Boundary, and more
specifically described as follows:  Beginning at a point marked A on the northwest comer of a
bridge crossing a tributary of the Honga RIver as indicated on Dorchester County Tax Map 77,
and coincidental with the west side of the fan lane of the nominated property known as
Medicine Hill, thence in a northwesterly direction by and with the western edge of the fain lane
for a distance of approximately 342' to a point on the west side of the fan lane on the north side
of the Medicine Hill farm complex to a point marked 8, thence in an easterly direction for a
distance of approximately 225' to a point marked C on the eastern edge of the fan complex,
thence in a southeasterly direction by and with a line drawn along the eastern border of the
property for a distance of approximately 475' to a point marked D on the north side of Spicer
Creek, a tributary of the Honga RIver, thence in a northwesterly direction by and with the course
of the creek to the place of begirming, containing 2.5 acres more or less.

Boundary Justification:

The nominated property, approximately 2.5 acres, comprises all the contributing features of the
property within their immediate setting.  The surounding agricultural acreage and marsh lands
do not directly contribute to the significance of the property.

Latthong Coordinates :

38.398778, -76.225076



NPS Form 10-900a
(8€6)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Section JQ_ Page i

OMB Approval No.1024do18

Medicine mll, D-27
Name of Property

Dorchester County, hfaryland

County and State

Latthong  38.398778, -76.225076
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Index to Photographs

The following infomation applies to all photographs which accompany this documentation:

Maryland Inventory of Historic Properties OAIIIP) Number:  D-27
Name of property:   Medicine Hill
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Vertical board paneling and riven lath on second floor of former 18th century house
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D-27 
Medicine Hill 
Golden Hill vicinity 
c. 1815, c. 1880 
Private 

The property known as Medicine Hill for the past two centuries is defined by an 

important group of early nineteenth century domestic and agricultural buildings that 

define the yard around a prominent two story Federal period frame plantation house built 

around 1810-15. The complex is one of the most complete in Dorchester County, and it 

includes a frame smokehouse, frame stable, two frame dairy buildings, a granary as well 

as a two-story store building erected in two distinct stages; it survives with an older 

single-story wing. (See-820) The farm is associated with the Tubman and inter-related 

Applegarth families, who were prominent land owners, businessmen and state politicians 

during the eight~enth, nineteenth and twentieth centuries. 

The land on which the complex is located is framed by tributaries and marsh 

surrounding the Honga River. Historically called "Richard's Beginning," the property 

was later renamed Medicine Hill, most likely due to its occupancy by Dr. Robert F. 

Tubman (1792-1864), during the early nineteenth century. Ann Marie Tubman (1811-

1889) married John Eisley Applegarth (1814-1887), who surfaces in the land records as a 

large landholder, who by the time of the 1860 census amassed real estate and personal 

property valued at $6,000. In addition to his career as a farmer, he also ran the local store 

on his property. Medicine Hill passed to William F. Applegarth (1842-1889, who rose in 

the ranks of the county business community, and later as delegate and senator in the 

Maryland legislature. He was closely associated with both the Farmers & Merchants 

National Bank as well as the Dorchester National Bank. He resided at Medicine Hill 



during the later stages of his life. The Medicine Hill farm has remained in Applegarth 

family ownership to this day. 

D-2.l 



Maryland Historical Trust 
Maryland Inventory of 
Historic Properties Form 

1. Name of Property (indicate preferred name) 

historic Medicine Hill 

other J. £.Applegarth Farm, Dr. Robert F. Tubman House 

2. Location 
street and number 1130 Hip Roof Road 

city, town Golden Hill 

county Dorchester 

3. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of all owner 

name Paul V. Applegarth 

street and number 94 Meadow Wood Drive telephone 

Inventory No. D-27 

not for publication 

x vicinity 

city, town Greenwich state Connecticut zip code 06830 

4. Location of Legal Description 
courthouse, reg istry of deeds, etc. Dorchester County Clerk of Court liber 227 fol io 31 

city , town Cambridge tax map 77 tax parcel 22 tax ID number 05-069580 

5. Primary Location of Additional Data 
___ Contributing Resource in National Register District 
___ Contributing Resource in Local Historic District 
___ Determ ined Eligible for the National Register/Maryland Register 
___ Determ ined Ineligible for the National Register/Maryland Register 
___ Recorded by HASS/HAER 
___ Historic Structure Report or Research Report at MHT 

6. Classification 

Category 
__ district 
_ x _building(s) 
__ structure 
__ site 
__ object 

Ownership 
__ public 
_x_private 
__ both 

Current Function 
_ x _agriculture __ landscape 
__ commerce/trade __ recreation/culture 
__ defense __ religion 
__ domestic __ social 
__ education 
__ funerary 
__ government 
__ health care 
__ industry 

__ transportation 
__ work in progress 
__ unknown 
__ vacanUnot in use 
__ other: 

Resource Count 
Contributing 

9 

9 

Noncontributing 
____ buildings 

sites ----
___ structures 
____ objects 
____ Total 

Number of Contributing Resources 
previously listed in the Inventory 



7. Description 

Condition 

excellent 

2L good 
fair 

deteriorated 
ruins 
altered 

Inventory No. D-27 

Prepare both a one paragraph summary and a comprehensive description of the resource and its various elements as it 
exists today. 

DESCRJPTION SUMMARY 

The John. E. Applegarth farm, also known as the Medicine Hill farm, is located between Hip Roof 
Road and Hooper Island Road in the northwestern corner of the Lakes Election District of Dorchester 
County, Maryland. The farm complex, consisting of a house, smokehouse, concrete block pump 
house, attached dairy and a detached dairy, stable, granary and barn is joined on the farm as well by a 
two-story, gable-front store building (see D-820) that has an earlier single-story early nineteenth century 
side wing. The complex is reached by a narrow farm lane that crosses a small feeder stream of Spicer 
Creek, a tributary of the Honga River. The complex is situated on a ridge of land surrounded by marsh 
in the vicinity of the former crossroads community of Golden Hill. Centered in the complex is a two
story frame dwelling built in stages between c. I 815 and c. 1880. The long, eight-bay frame dwelling is 
supported by a continuous brick foundation, and the exterior is partially sheathed with beaded 
weatherboards. The medium pitched gable roof, reworked during the late nineteenth century with 
extended eaves with returns, is covered with an asphalt shingle roof. The extended eaves to the roof 
edge were likely modified with the addition of a two-story, two-bay frame porch tower that shelters the 
main entrance. Attached to the east end of the two-story dwelling is an early nineteenth century kitchen 
featuring an exterior brick chimney stack. Attached to the back porch of the kitchen is a single-story, 
pyramidal roofed frame dairy accented with a pyramidal roofed cupola. Standing directly east of the 
exterior brick chimney stack is a single-story, rusticated concrete block well house. To the south of the 
kitchen is a single-story frame smokehouse. Standing east of the smokehouse is a single-story board
and-batten frame stable. Behind the house are several other outbuildings including another dairy 
building supported on brick piers and covered by a medium pitched gable roof supported by diagonal 
brackets. North of the house is a bi-level frame granary resting on brick piers and sheathed with board
and-batten siding. The gable roofed granary is extended to its west side by an enclosed shed roofed 
section and to the east by an open shed roofed wagon bay. Behind the granary is a gable roofed barn 
covered with a gable roof and sheathed with vertical board siding. Also standing on the property is a 
two-story gable-front store building. (See D-820) 

GENERAL DESCRIPTION 

The property known as Medicine Hill is located between Hip Roof and Hooper Island Road in the 
northwestern corner of the Lakes Election District in southwestern Dorchester County, Maryland. The 
farm complex is access by a narrow lane that crosses a feeder stream of Spicer Creek, a tributary of the 
Honga River in the vicinity of Golden Hill. The two-story, early nineteenth century frame house, is 
suppo rted on a continuous brick foundation, and exterior is sheathed with a combination of beaded and 
plain weatherboards. The two-story, eight-bay frame house was built in distinct stages with the oldest 
two-story, center hall/single-pile main block dating around 1815. The original two-story, five-bay 
center hall/single-pile frame dwelling is framed by tall brick chimney stacks finished with corbelled caps 
and beltcourses . During the late nineteenth century a two-story, two-bay frame porch tower type 
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attached was added to the front of the house, and an adjacent part of the service wing was raised from 
one story to two . 

The south (main) elevation is an asymmetrical eight-bay fas:ade with a projecting porch tower, built 
around 1880, sheltering the front entrance. The first floor is lighted by a combination of nine-over-six 
and six-over-six sash windows flanked by louvered shutters. While the first floor of the porch tower is 
screened in, the second story is enclosed and defined by two-over-two sash windows. Fixed in the gable 
end is a tripartite Palladian inspired window with a center two-over-two sash window flanked by single
pane sash sidelights. The edge of the tower roof is extended with returns at this base. The second story 
of the main block is lighted by six-over-six sash windows, each flanked by louvered shutters. The 
original two-story main block is defined by a pair of tall brick chimney stacks, the west end stack is an 
exterior chimney, while the east end stack rises through the roof. The adjacent two-bay section to the 
original main block consists of a first period single story section that was later raised to a two-story 
height. The first story is lighted by a nine-over-six sash window and two door openings sheltered by a 
shed roofed pen supported on brackets. Attached to the east end of this section is a single story gable 
roofed kitchen served by an exterior corbelled base chimney stack. 

Standing off the southeast corner of the kitchen is a single-story, gable roofed frame smokehouse 
supported on a brick piers and covered with plain weatherboard siding. The gable-front structure is 
covered by a steeply pitched roof finished with flush gable ends. An off-center board and batten door 
hung on long strap hinges provides access to the one-room interior, wh ich shows characteristic signs of 
curing meat. 

Located to the east of the smokehouse is a gable roofed frame stable supported by brick piers and 
covered by vertical board siding. The stable is extended on its east side by an open shed roofed bay. 
Board doors provide access in various sides as well as the loft. 

A slight distance to the northwest of the stab le is a pyramidal roofed, rusticated concrete block pump 
house pierced by a diagonal board door on its east face . The pyramidal roof is covered with asphalt 
shingles. Sited a few feet northwest of the pump house is an early twentieth century pyramidal roofed 
dairy building sheathed with plain weatherboard siding and capped with a pyramidal roofed cupola atop 
the asphalt shingle roof. The dairy building stands directly adjacent to a back porch off the kitchen 
wing. Small louvered openings mark several sides, and a door pierces the west face. 

Centrally located in the backyard is a small mid nineteenth century frame dairy supported on brick 
piers and covered by a medium pitched gable roof with extended eaves supported on stick brackets. A 
board and batten door pierces the east face and louvered openings define the other sides. 
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A range of farm buildings is located across the back of the yard, and the principal buildings is a 
story-and-a-half frame granary supported on brick piers and sheathed with vertical board-and-batten 
siding, A steeply pitched gable roof finished with slight ly extended eaves is covered with a layer of 
asphalt shingles. Attached to the east side of the granary is an open shed-roofed wagon bay, and to the 
west is an enclosed shed roofed addition to the main block. Behind the granary is a long gable roofed 
barn and implement storage shed covered w ith gable roofs and sheathed with vertical boards or 
horizontal weatherboards. 
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Prepare a one-paragraph summary statement of significance addressing applicable criteria , followed by a narrative discussion of the 
history of the resource and its context. (For compliance projects, complete evaluation on a DOE Form - see manual.) 

SIGNIFICANCE SUMMARY 

The property known as Medicine Hill for the past two centuries is defined by an important group of 
early nineteenth domestic and agricultural buildings that define the yard around a prominent two-story 
Federal period frame plantation house built around 1810-20. The complex is one of the most complete 
in Dorchester County and includes a frame smokehouse, frame stable, two frame dairy buildings, a 
granary as well as a two-story store building erected in two distinct phases and survives with an older 
single-story side wing. (See D-820) The farm is associated with the Tubman and Applegarth families 
were prominent landowners in southwestern Dorchester County during the eighteenth and nineteenth 
centuries. 

HISTORY AND SUPPORT 

The land on which the complex is located is framed by tributaries and marsh surrounding the Honga 
River. Historically called "Richard 's Beginning," the property was later called Medicine Hill, most 
likely due to its occupancy by Dr. Robert F. Tubman (1792-1864) during the early nineteenth century. 
Ann Marie Tubman (1811-1889) married John Eisley Applegarth (1814-1887), who surfaces in the land 
records as a large land holder, who by 1860 had amassed real estate and personal property valued at 
$6,000. 1 In addition to his career as a farmer, he also ran the local store as a merchant .2 Medicine Hill 
passed to William F. Applegarth ( 1842-1889), who rose in the ranks of the local business community 
and later as a delegate and senator in the Maryland legislature. He was closely associated with both the 
Farmers & Merchants National Bank as well as the Dorchester National Bank. He resided at Medicine 
Hill during the later stages of his life. The Medicine Hill farm has remained in Applegarth family 
ownership to this day. 

1 Eighth Census of the United States, Dorchester Population Schedule ( 1860), ancestry.com. 
2 John L. Graham, The 1877 Atlases and Other Early Maps of the Eastern Shore of Matyland. Wicomico Bicentennial Committee, 
1976, p. 85 . 
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Medicine Hill Farm 
Golden Hill vicinity, Dorchester County, Maryland 
Chain-of-title 

Map 77, Parcel 22 

227/31 

5.12.1983 

S. Hubert Applegarth, Jr. of Dorchester County, William F. Applegarth IV, 
of Atlanta County, Georgia, and Charles H. Applegarth of New Castle Co ., 
Delaware 

to 

William Franc is Applegarth, IV 

Whereas the three said Grantors are the owners of certain real estate which was 
conveyed to them by deed from the Equitable Trust, et al., dated July 2, 1982, 
and recorded in PLC 223/583 

Parcel No. One "All that tract or parcel of land known locally as the Charles 
Shenton Wind Mill Site" fronting on the Eastward side of the Smithville county 
Road and the Northeastward side of the county road which connects the 
Smithvi lle road and the State Road leading to Hoopers Island and which in the 
Deed unto L. Theophilus Spicer from Bertha M. Spicer, dated 11 .26.1946, and 
Recorded in RSM 60/298, containing one-half acre of land immediately at the 
forks of the two county roads above mentioned, as conveyed to The Co
Operative Store Company by deed from Nelson A. and Joseph R. Shenton and 
others, dated 11 .29 .19 16, WHM 4/631 ; being the same land and property 
conveyed in a deed from Joseph L. Spicer, et ux, et al., unto Anita A. France 
dated 2.12.1970, PLC 165/6 

Parcel No. Two A ll of that tract of land conveyed in a deed from Phillips 
Lee Goldsborough, et al, Trustees, unto Annette K. Applegarth, dated 11 .24.1922 
and recorded amo ng the land records in JFD 13/418; All those tracts or parcels 
of land situate lying and being in the Lakes Election District, commonly called 
Medicine Hi ll, and the lots or parcels of land being bounded on the north by the 
Public county road and by Harpers Creek, on the east by Honga River on the south 
and west Great Marsh Creek and Mill Creek, containing about 190 acres, being 
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WHM 9/52 

7.14.1920 

CL 11 /691 

7.9 .1888 

especially those parts or parcels of land described as Lot or Tract No. l in 
a deed for the said property from Samuel A. Keene and wife to the said William 
F. Applegarth, dated 9th day of July 1888, and recorded in CL 11/691 , and the 
same and identical property designated as Lot No. 11 in the first advertisement 
of the sale of the real estate of William F. Applegarth, and the same 
property designated as Parcel No. 11 in the First Report of Sales of the real 
estate of William F. Applegarth fi led in No. 3937 Chancery in the Circuit 
Court of Dorchester County. 

William F. Applegarth 

to 

Philips Lee Goldsborough, Emerson E. Harrington, E. McClure Rouser 

the said William F. App legarth does hereby grant, convey and assign unto 
the grantees all his estate and property of every nature, kind and description, 
real, personal, or mixed, in possession or expectancy and wherever situated. 

Samuel A. Keene and Nora S. Keene 

to 

William F. App legarth 

(Nora S. Keene and William F. Applegarth so le heirs of John E. Applegarth, 
late of Martinsburg, West Virginia, who died intestate) 

$9,500 1st .... all those tracts or parcels of land situated in the Lakes District 
and commonly ca lled Medicine Hill being the same lands sold to the said 
Applegarth by Benjamin G. Keene, Trustee 
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FJH 9/447 

7.2. 1874 

ER 4/67 

Written 
11.27.1815 
Recorded 
2.26.1816 

Benjamin G. Keene, executor of the last will and testament of 
Robert F. Tubman 

to 

John E. Applegarth 

"Richards Beginning" known as Med icine Hill 78 acres 

Dorsey Wyvill 

to 

Robert F. Tubman 

$1,400 75 acres 

a ll that part or parcel of a Tract of land called Richards Beginning lying on 
Mount Pleasant and being in Dorchester County, Beginning for the out 
bounds of said Tract of land at the mount of a Ditch and on the North side 
of said ditch where stands a locust post on the side of a gut on the west side 
of Shentons Point being part of said Richards Beginning 
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St. Mary' s Star-of-the-Sea Catholic Church Cemetery 

Burials 

John E. Applegarth, born 5 .23 .1814, died 3.7.1887 
Wife, Ann M. Tubman, born 5.2.1811 , died 5.7.1889 

William F . Applegarth, born 1842, died 1920, wife Annette Keene, 1858-1943 
William F. Applegarth, Jr. born 9.24.1877, died 1.2.1937 

Inventory No. D-27 

William F . Applegarth was president of the Farmers & Merchants National Bank and a director of the 
Dorchester National Bank 

Maryland House of Delegates 1894 
Maryland Senate 1904 
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10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of surveyed property 
Acreage of historical setting 
Quadrangle name 

194 acres 

78 acres 

-~G'""o~ld=e""'n~H~il=I, ~M~D_Q"'-=ua=d=r~a~n0gl=e ___ Quadrangle scale: _,_1=:2'-'4...,0'""0""0 ____ _ 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

The metes and bounds of this property are coincidental with the current boundary of the lot. 

11. Form Prepared by 

name/title 

organization 

street & number 

city or town 

Paul B. Touart, Architectural Historian 

Chesapeake Country Heritage & Preservation date 10.1.2012 

Cedar Hill, P. 0. Box 5 telephone 410-651-1094 

Westover state Maryland 218 7 1 

The Maryland Inventory of Historic Properties was officially created by an Act of the Maryland Legislature 
to be found in the Annotated Code of Maryland , Article 41 , Section 181 KA, 
1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and record purposes only 
and do not constitute any infringement of individual property rights . 

return to: Maryland Historical Trust 
DHCD/DHCP 
100 Community Place 
Crownsville, MD 21032-2023 
410-514-7600 
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