
D-30 
George Hart Farmhouse 
Bishops Head 
c. 1820, c. 1880 

While suffering from an ad\'anced state of deterioration, the George Hart farmhouse is the oldest 

structure to remain standing in the Strait Election District of Dorchester County. The rear two-

story, and story-and-a-half sections behind the two-and-a-half sLory Victorian addition date to the 

first quarter o f the nineteenth century (c. 1820), and the rear \ving suffi,•es with many intact period 

finishes. 'l11e original two-story, one-room plan house has portions of a fully paneled room 

accented with an expertly designed and crafted Federal mantel. The two-room plan service wing to 

the north has beaded floor joists, board walls, and portions of period woodwork including a raised-

panel door cupboard. The early nineteenth century frame house was modified around 1880 with the 

addition of a two-and-a-half story, cross-gabled addition that reoriented the house face the county 

road instead of Fox Creek. 

The early land history o f the is property in Bishops Head is clouded by ' 'ague property 

descriptions and the lack of probate records predating 1850. During the second quarter of the 

nineteenth century and prior to the Victorian addition, the early portions of this frame dwelling 

constituted the residence of merchant George Hart, who operated a general store and post office 

on the property. When the St. Thomas M. E. Church trustees acquired land for a meeting house 

near his farm, George Hart serYed as one o f the members in 1839. At the time of the 1860 census 

he is listed as a successful 68-year old merchant with real estate and personal property valued at 

S4500. The post office location in the census was identified as "Hart's Store." Ile is grouped with 

his wife Amelia, aged 45, and four children. At some point during the mid 1860s he relocated to 

property near Lakesville where he resided until his death. The Hart farm and store were acquired by 

Christopher C. Fallin around 1866, and in 1876, C. C. Fallin petitioned the county Orphan's Court 
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1. Name of Property (indicate preferred name) 

historic George Hart Farmhouse 

other 

2. Location 
street and number 1904 Bishops Head Road 

city, town Bishops Head 

county Dorchester 

3. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of all owners) 

name Stephen F. Crum and Sharon Reynolds 

street and number 7310 Gunpowder Road 

city, town Baltimore state MD 

4. Location of Legal Description 

Inventory No. D-30 

not for publication 

x vicinity 

telephone 

zip code 21220 

courthouse registry of deeds etc Dorchester County Clerk of Court liber 202 folio 400 

city, town Cambridge tax map 108 tax parcel 173 tax ID number 10-000203 

5. Primary Location of Additional Data 
___ Contributing Resource in National Register District 
___ Contributing Resource in Local Historic District 
___ Determined Eligible for the National Register/Maryland Register 
___ Determined Ineligible for the National Register/Maryland Register 
___ Recorded by HABS/HAER 
___ Historic Structure Report or Research Report at MHT 
___ Other:. __________ _ 

6. Classification 

Category 
__ district 
_x _building(s) 

structure 
__ site 
__ object 

Ownership 
__ public 
_x_private 
__ both 

Current Function 
__ agriculture __ landscape 
__ commerce/trade __ recreation/culture 
__ defense __ religion 
__ domestic 
__ education 
__ funerary 
__ government 
__ health care 
__ industry 

__ social 
__ transportation 
__ work in progress 
__ unknown 
_x _vacant/not in use 
__ other: 

Resource Count 
Contributing 

1 

1 

Noncontributing 
____ buildings 
____ sites 
____ structures 
____ objects 
____ Total 

Number of Contributing Resources 
previously listed in the Inventory 





7. Description Inventory No. D-30 

Condition 

excellent ~ deteriorated 
_good ruins 

fair altered 

Prepare both a one paragraph summary and a comprehensive description of the resource and its various elements as it 
exists today. 

DESCRIPTION SUMMARY 

The George Hart farmhouse, also known as the Christopher C. Fallin house, is a three-part frame dwelling 
standing abandoned on the west side of the Wingate-Bishops Head Road in the community of Bishops 
Head, Dorchester County, Maryland. Dating from three distinct period between c. 1820 and c. 1880, 
the composite frame dwelling has a south facing two-and-a-half story, cross-gabled, single-pile frame 
section that fronts a much older early nineteenth century dwelling consisting of two sections built during 
the late first quarter nineteenth century. Directly behind the Victorian front section is a two-story, one-room 
plan dwelling that predates by a few years a story-and-a-half service wing. Supported on a combination brick 
pier and continuous brick foundation, the exterior is clad with a mixture of beaded weatherboard siding 
fastened with mature cut nails and plain weatherboard siding also fastened with mature cut nails. The various 
gable roofs are sheathed with either deteriorated asphalt shingles or wood shingles. The house has been 
abandoned for at least a generation and is falling into an advanced state of disrepair. 

GENERAL DESCRIPTION 

The George Hart farmhouse, also known as the Christopher C. Fallin house, stands on the west side of 
the Wingate-Bishops Head Road in the Strait Election District of Dorchester County, Maryland. The 
three-part frame house rests on a combination brick pier and continuous brick foundation, and the exterior is 
clad with a mixture of plain and beaded weatherboard siding. The steeply pitched roofs are clad with a 
asphalt and/or wood shingles. The house faces south with the gable roof of the main block oriented on an 
east/west axis. The front section is a c. 1880 addition to an early nineteenth century two-story, one-room 
plan original house that has a story-and-a-half two-room plan addition built within a decade of initial 
construction. 

The south (main) fa<;ade of the c. 1880 house is oriented to an old entrance lane. The three-bay elevation 
has a center entrance and flanking two-over-two sash windows. The four-panel front door is framed by 
two-light sidelights and a three-light transom. The second story is marked by three evenly spaced 
two-over-two sash windows, and the cross gable is pierced by a pointed arch two-over-two sash window. 
The edges of the roof are finished with an extended eave and open soffits. 

The east gable end of the front section is a two-bay fa<;ade with pairs of two-over-two sash windows 
lighting the first and second stories. Small two-over-two sash window light the attic. Piercing the gable is 
an interior end brick stove chimney. 

The west gable end is sheltered on the first story by a deteriorated turned post porch, and the second story 
is defined by a pair of two-over-two sash windows. Piercing the gable end is a pair of two-over-two 
attic windows. The edge of the roof has an extended eave with open soffits. 

The rear wall of the front section is largely covered by the two-story, one-room plan frame house that 
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dates to the early nineteenth century. Originally built to face west, the two-story structure is three bays 
across on its south side, and the window openings are fitted with two-over-two sash. The roof of the 
earlier wing was rebuilt with extended eaves when the Victorian addition was erected. The east wall 
of the initial two-story house retains one window opening framed by an ovolo molded backhand 
surround with a bullnose sill finished with a cove underneath. HL hinges are attached to the window 
frame. A rebuilt gable end brick stack rises against the gable end and pierces the extended eave. 

Attached to the back of the early nineteenth century two-story house is a story-and-a-half, two-room 
plan service wing also dating to the early nineteenth century. The west side of the service wing has two 
door openings flanked by six-over-six sash windows. Surviving on the northernmost opening is a 
Federal style six-panel door. An exterior brick chimney stack with a corbelled base formerly rose against 
the north gable end of the service wing, and the former opening is evident in the patched weatherboards. 

The interiors of the house have survived relatively unaltered, and the earliest sections of the house 
are fitted with superior, early nineteenth century finishes. When the Victorian addition was erected 
around 1880, an open staircase was introduced within the walls of the original house, which required 
the modification of a fully paneled first floor space. Despite the alteration to the south interior wall, 
the other three walls retain finely crafted floor-to-ceiling paneling. A combination of vertical and 
horizontal flat panels finishes the wall surfaces which are further enhanced with early nineteenth-century 
chair rail, baseboard and door moldings. A finely crafted Federal mantel remains on the north wall, 
and it features a five-part frieze topped by a crown molded mantel shelf enriched with a dentiled bed 
molding. Raised panels define the frieze and are alternating with projecting flat-panel frieze blocks 
underneath the mantel shelf This room also has a flush board ceiling. Fixed in the south side of the 
original room is a Victorian staircase featuring a turned newel post with finial, turned balusters and 
a scroll decorated stringer. 

The second floor of the original two-story house has a hall and single chamber, which survives with a 
period mantel, beaded baseboard and simple chair rail. The mantel has a molded surround and molded 
mantel shelf The frieze is enhanced with a decorated board with scroll shaped ends. The enclosed 
stair to the attic has a reused raised four-panel door. The attic is unfinished and the roof framing was 
rebuilt during the late nineteenth century. 

The story-and-a-half wing-is finished is finished on the first floor with horizontal board walls and exposed 
beaded joists. The center room, formerly a dining room, survives with a built-in raised panel cupboard 
that is fixed in the southeast comer. The upper section of the cupboard has a pair of raised two-panel 
doors, and the lower section of the cupboard is enclosed with a pair of single raised-panel doors. The 
cupboard is framed by an ovolo molded surround. Adjacent to the cupboard is a brick fueplace and 
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chimney stack that has been exposed with the removal of sections of lath and plaster. The floor 
framing in the ceiling above indicates that a large exterior brick stack formerly rose against the two 
story exterior. When the story-and-a-half wing was erected, the second floor framing was built 
around the stack. In the first floor there is evidence of the former chimney base. The dining room 
is separated from the former kitchen by a vertical beaded board wall pierced by a board-and-batten 
door on its west side. 

The former kitchen features horizontal board walls and exposed and beaded ceiling joists. Fixed in the 
northeast comer is a partially enclosed staircase. The exposed series of steps reveal a former early 
nineteenth century square newel post and rectangular balusters. The north wall is framed for a large 
cooking fireplace that was demolished with the rear wall filled in with later weatherboards. 

The loft of the service wing is one large space with exposed roof framing. Lapped collar beams are 
let into the rafter blades and secured with mature cut nails. Two dormers, one each roof slope were 
introduced during the mid to late nineteenth century. The end wall of the original two-story house has 
remnants of beaded weatherboards painted a light brown color. The former profile of the corbelled 
shoulder chimney stack is evident to the side of the rebuilt chimney. There is also a large patch in 
the loft floor where narrow floor boards contrast with wider ones original to the early nineteenth 
century house. 





8. Significance 
Period 

1600-1699 
1700-1799 

x _ 1800-1899 
1900-1999 
2000-

Specific dates 

Areas of Significance 

_ agriculture 
_ archeology 
x architecture 

art 
commerce 
communications 

_ community planning 
conservation 

Construction dates 

Evaluation for: 

___ National Register 

Inventory No. D-30 

Check and justify below 

economics 
education 

_ engineering 
entertainment/ 

recreation 
_ ethnic heritage 
_ exploration/ 

settlement 

health/medicine _ performing arts 
_ industry _ philosophy 

invention _ politics/government 
_ landscape architecture x religion 

law science 
literature _ social history 

_ maritime history _ transportation 
_ military other: 

Architect/Builder 

____ Maryland Register -~x~· _ not evaluated 

Prepare a one-paragraph summary statement of significance addressing applicable criteria, followed by a narrative discussion of the 
history of the resource and its context. (For compliance projects, complete evaluation on a DOE Form - see manual.) 

SIGNIFICANCE SUMMARY 

While suffering from an advanced state of deterioration, the George Hart farmhouse is the oldest structure 
to remain standing in the Strait Election District of Dorchester County. The rear two-story and story-and
a-half rear section behind a two-and-a-half story cross-gabled main block dates to the first quarter of the 
nineteenth century ( c. 1820), and it survives with largely intact interiors. The original two-story, one-room 
plan house has portions of a fully paneled room accented with a finely designed and crafted Federal 
style mantel. The two-room plan service wing to the north has beaded floor joists, board walls and portions 
of period woodwork including a raised-panel cupboard. The early nineteenth century frame house was 
modified around 1880 with the addition of a two-and-a-half story, cross-gabled addition that reoriented 
the house to face the road instead of nearby Fox Creek. 

HISTORY AND SUPPORT 

The early land history of this property in Bishops Head is clouded by vague property descriptions and lack 
of probate records predating 1850. During the second quarter of the nineteenth century and prior to the 
Victorian addition, the early portions of this frame dwelling was the residence of merchant George Hart, 
who operated a general store and post office on the property. When the St. Thomas M.E. Church acquired 
land for a meeting house near his farm, George Hart served as one of the trustees in 1839. 1 At the time 
of the 1860 census he is listed as a successful 68-year old merchant with real estate and personal property 
valued at $4500.2 The post office location in the census identified as "Hart' s Store." He is grouped with his 
wife Amelia, aged 45, and four children. At some point during the mid 1860s he relocated to property near 
Lakesville where he resided until his death. The Hart' s Store and farm were acquired by Christopher C. 
Fallin around 1866, and in 1876, C. C. Fallin petitioned the county Orphan' s Court for title to the land that 
he had purchased ten years earlier for $5,000. It was likely during Christopher C. Fallin' s ownership 

1 Dorchester County Land Record, ER 17/ 150, 10 January 1839, Dorchester County Courthouse, Ancestry.com. 
2 Eighth Census of the United States, Population Schedule for Dorchester County, Ancestry.com. 
3 Dorchester County Land Record, FIB 11/157, 26 June 1876, Dorchester County Courthouse, Cambridge, Maryland. 
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of the farm that the Victorian addition was built with the orientation of the house changed to face the 
county road. The farm remained in Fallin family ownership until the early twentieth century. 
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George Hart Farmhouse 
Bishops Head Road 
Bishops Head, Dorchester County, Maryland 

Map 108, Parcel 173 

202/400 Barbara A Stafford 

to 

10.21.1977 Stephen F. Crum and Sharon Reynolds 

PLC 200/662 Jerry L. Cumberland, et al 

to 

6.2.1977 Barbara A Stafford 

PLC 189/590 Gladys C. Andrews 

to 

4 .26.1975 Jerry L. Cumberland 

PLC 138/66 Mary F. Parry, widow 

to 

5.11.1964 W . Emmett Andrews 
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RSM 55164 Virginia Sallac and Harry Sallac 

to 

Inventory No. D-30 

5/1/1945 George Parry and Mary F. Parry, City of Philadelphia 

RSM 47/559 

8.2.1943 

Mortgage 
JFD 33/613 

12.30.1933 

WLR4/529 

5.28.1912 

Frederick E. Ruark and Ella G. Ruark 

to 

Virginia Sallac and Harry Sallac 

County Trust Company of Maryland 

to 

Frederick E. Ruark and wife 

Emerson C. Harrington, et al. 

to 

Frederick E . Ruark 
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Mortgage 
CL 18/376 

7.3.1907 

1877 

FJH 11/157 

6.26.1876 

Emerson C. Harrington 

to 

Angie Fallin 

Lake, Griffing and Stevenson Atlas 

C. C. Fallin 

Amelia M . Hart, Administratrix of George Hart, deceased 

to 

Christopher C. Fallin 

168 acres 

Administratrix, Amelia M . Hart 

Chancery Case No. 66 

To the honorable Judges of the Orphan's Court for Dorchester County, 
The petition of Christopher C. Fallin of Dorchester County humbly 
shows that sometime about the year 1866 your petitioner purchased of 
a certain George Heart (sic) of said County, a farm or tract of land 
with a storehouse thereon, situated on Fox Creek in Strait's Election 
District; being the farm and premises whereon your petitioner now 
resides, paying the said Hart the sum of $5,000 
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1870 Census 

1860 Census 

1839 

ER 16/471 

4.16.1838 

George Hart, "Lakeville" 

George Hart, 77, Farmer, Value of Real Estate, $3900, P.P. $750 

George Hart, "Hart' s Store" Post Office 

George Hart, 68, Merchant, Value of Real Estate $2500, P.P. $2000 
Amelia Hart, 45 
George, 30, Merch., Clerk 
Priscilla, 29 
Maria, 17 
George?, 14 

George Hart is cited as one of the trustees of St. Thomas M. E. Church 

Henry Page 

to 

George Hart 

Estate settlement of Robert Hart, Decree of Circuit Court bearing date 
12.31.1835; Henry Page was appointed trustee to sell and dispose of to 
the above named George Hart, part of a tract of land called "Hart' s 
Forest," containing 45 acres and 1h acre being a vacancy adjoining "Gootee' s 
Lot" and called Vacancy No. 1 at the price of $20; And also on the 19th 
day of March 1835 did sell to the said George Hart a tract of land called 
"Addition to Dove Park," containing eleven acres and "Outlet" containing 
ten acres ... 
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ER 13/343 Henry Moore and wife Sally 

to 

5.30.1833 George Hart 
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$55 .00 mentions property bordering Fox Creek 14 acres 



9. Major Bibliographical References Inventory No. D-30 

Dorchester County Land Records, various volumes, Dorchester County Courthouse, Cambridge. 

Graham, John L., ed. The 1877 Atlases and Other Early Maps of the Easterm Shore of Maryland, Wicomico Bicentennial 
Committee, 1976. 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of surveyed property __ 1 acre. _ ___ ___ _ 

Acreage of historical setting __ ..... 16"'8'-'a"""c""re""s ______ _ 

Quadrangle name Wingate. Mar:yland Quadrangle Quadrangle scale: _,_1=:2'""'4'""0-"-00~----

Verbal boundary description and justification 

The metes and bounds of this property are coincidental with the current boundary of the lot. 

11. Form Prepared by 

name/title 

organization 

street & number 

city or town 

Paul B. Touart, Architectural Historian 

Private Consultant date 10.4.2013 

P. 0 . Box 5 telephone 410-651-1094 

Westover state Maryland 21871 

The Maryland Inventory of Historic Properties was officially created by an Act of the Maryland Legislature 
to be found in the Annotated Code of Maryland , Article 41 , Section 181 KA, 
197 4 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and record purposes only 
and do not constitute any infringement of individual property rights. 

return to: Maryland Historical Trust 
DHCD/DHCP 
100 Community Place 
Crownsville, MD 21032-2023 
410-514-7600 
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• , 
D-30, George Hart Farmhouse, Bishops Head, Dorchester County, west elevation, Paul Baker Touart, 10.2013. 
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D-30, George Hart Farmhouse, Bishops Head, south elevation, Paul Baker Touart, 10.2013 . 
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D-30, George Hart Farmhouse, Bishops Head, east elevation, Paul Baker Touart, 10.2013. 
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D-30, George Hart Farmhouse, Bishops Head, ovolo backhand window 
surround with HL shutter hinges, Paul Baker Touart, 10.2013. 
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D-30, George Hart Farmhouse, Federal mantel and wall paneling, Bishops Head, 
Paul Baker Touart, 10.2013 . 
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D-30, George Hart Fann.house, Bishops Head, Federal mantel detail, Paul Baker 
Touart, 10.2-13. 
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D-30, George Hart Farmhouse, Bishops Head, Federal mantel detail with wall 
paneling and board ceiling, Paul Baker Touart, 10.2013 . 
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D-30, George Hart Farmhouse, Bishops Head, Federal wall paneling, 
Paul Baker Touart, 10.2013 . 

Inventory No. D-30 



Maryland Historical Trust 
Maryland Inventory of 
Historic Properties Form 

Name George Hart Farmhouse 
Continuation Sheet 

Number _JL_ Page 13 

D-30, George Hart Farmhouse, Bishops Head, six-panel door into dining room, 
Paul Baker Touart, 10.2013. 
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D-30, George Hart Farmhouse, Bishops Head, Victorian staircase, Paul Baker 
Touart, 10.2013. 
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D-30, George Hart Farmhouse, Bishops Head, dining room with exposed joist ceiling and raised-panel 
cupboard and board walls, Paul Baker Touart, 10.2013. 
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D-30, George Hart Farmhouse, Bishops Head, raised-panel cupboard, Paul 
Baker Touart, 10.2013 . 
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D-30, George Hart Farmhouse, Bishops Head, six-panel kitchen door, Paul Baker 
Touart, 10.2013 . 
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D-30, George Hart Farmhouse, Bishops Head, kitchen with enclosed stair, 
exposedjoistceiling, and board walls, Paul Baker Touart, 10.2013 . 
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D-30, George Hart Farmhouse, Bishops Head, vertical board partition and 
board-and-batten door, Paul Baker Touart, photographer. 
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D-30, George Hart Farmhouse, Bishops Head, exposed series of steps outside boxed stair, Paul Baker Touart, 
10.2013. 
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D-30, George Hart Farmhouse, loft with original weatherboards on north gable end of main house, Paul 
Baker Touart, 10.2013. 
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D-30, George Hart Farmhouse, Bishops Head, second floor chamber mantel, Paul Baker Touart, 10.2013. 
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MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST WORKSHEET 

NOMINATION FORM 
for the 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES, NATIONAL PARKS SERVICE 

'~;wMHm:m:: :·::::,. YJ>·••Y•••·•r }.?<t• .•·•·•····· ? •t•Jf r·e.)··········-.••-······ ..•.•. //?. ?· 
COMMON: 

0 le's House 
1----=-"-

AN 0/ OR HISTORIC: 

$TREET AND NUMBER: 

Bishon's Head Road at Fallins Creek north 
CITY OR TOWN: 

. · l j r1 
#. QL..AS$lF1¢.l1"tQ!if > ) .• •••••· { ( > > .·, ···•········ •·• > < .~·.·• 

OWNERSHIP STATUS 

Public Acquisition: !81 Occupied 

0 In Process 0 Unoccupied 

0 Being Considered 0 Preservation work 
in progress 

PRESENT USE (Check One or More •• Appropriate) 
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CONDITION 
0 Good 

t--------
IX! Fair 0 f.xcellent 
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~ Altered 0 Uncltered 
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0 Deteriorated 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT# ~O ORIGINAL (If known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

0 Ruins 0 ·Unexposed 

(Chee.Ir One) 

0 Moved .81 Original Site 

Ogle's House is an interesting combination of three 
periods, in the vernacular tradition, with a subsequent 
attempt at grandeur. The front of the house is a three 
bay long, late nineteenth century dwelling, with 2/2 sash 
and a gable in the center of the 'A' roof. It now has a 
piazza made by lengthening the turned posts of the original 
porch. On the southwest side is the remainder of the porch. 

Behind the house and adjacent the porch is a two story, 
three bay long structure which appears to be earlier due 
to its tight composition and scale of the second story window. 
Nevertheless, this section received sash and eaves which 
match the front. 

West of this section is probably the earliest part of 
the dwelling. Like the Woolford Far·r11house, this has two 
entrance doors with a single window on each side. On the 
steeply pitched 'A' roof are two dormers with 4/4 sash. 
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This house is included in this survey not because of 
the front portion of the house, but due to the fact that 
the rear of the building is older and is worthy of some 
attention to deteimine its original appearance and owner. 
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Acreage Justification: 

District 10, Tax Map 108, p. 73 
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